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LOCAL FAIRBANKS-AREA ELECTIONS CAN AFFECT TRAILS

Local voting in the Fairbanks area is underway.

Early voting has started for the elections, which happen October
6. Local elections matter. Please remember to vote. Our local
representatives decide local laws and how local government funds are
spent. This came up with the borough in a big way in recent years with the |
Fairbanks Comprehensive Trails Plan. It comes up regularly when our
representatives must decide whether to provide matching funds for grants
or for funding the Parks and Recreation Department.

Find out about local elections here:

e Fairbanks Borough: https://www.fnsb.gov/269/Election-Information

o City of Fairbanks: https://www.fairbanks.gov/clerks/municipal-election

o City of North Pole: https://www.northpolealaska.com/departments/city clerk/elections.php

BOROUGH TRAILS ADVISORY COMMISSION TO MEET IN OCTOBER

The Fairbanks North Star Borough Trails Advisory Commission (TAC) will be meeting on October 26.
These meetings are open to the public. They are held in the Mona Lisa Drexler Assembly
Chambers at the borough administration center on 907 Terminal Street. The meetings are also available to

watch online. An agenda for the meeting will be published as the meeting day nears.
TAC meetings are held four times a year. To find out more about the commission and to find out
how to testify see this link: https://fnsb.gov/430/Trails-Advisory-Commission

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

‘ FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

Sept 27
The Fairbanks REI has several upcoming winter classes October - November. Three are free -

snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, and hiking -- and one costs $20 -- winter camping. Find out more here.
https://www.rei.com/events/p/us-ak-fairbanks

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/

e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




Sept 12 == o
The Fairbanks Borough Assembly, at its meeting last Thursday, unanimously passed <
an ordinance to rezone more than 300 acres of land to Outdoor Recreation for
eventually inclusion into the Isberg Recreation Area. This will help preserve many trails gﬂ-
and possibly allow for more to be built at some point.

You can read more about the rezone here: https://tinyurl.com/2bccwb69 : :
Thank you, Assembly Members! If you would like to thank the Assembly, see the post. — ——)

Sept 10
The Fairbanks Borough has a new Trails Coordinator: Nicole Swensgard. She is still learning the ropes, but

it is good to have someone in that role. | hope to have more info about Nicole and her plans for borough
trails in the near future. If you have any concerns about borough trails, you can find her contact information
on the borough Trails Program page here: https://www.fnsb.gov/1195/Trails-Programs

Sept 4
The Pretty Rocks bridge in Denali National Park is open to foot and bike traffic. It will be open to vehicles
next year. _

--Visitors on foot and bicycle are now allowed to cross the bridge to
travel on the road beyond, the Park Service said.--

See the story here: https://tinyurl.com/2f62v544

Sept 3
For those interested in Brad Bartels' hike of the Alaska Long Trail who were how he dealt with the Healy-to-

Nenana section, he answered that in a reply to a post on the Alaska Long Trail Facebook page:

--it's a “blue blaze” or a paddle from Healy to Nenana then when you cross the
bridge after Nenana it's mostly forest service roads to Ester Dome then you're
walking through Fairbanks to get to the northern terminus. The logistics of the blue
blaze got tricky so | just road walked that portion. As I'm sure you know there isn’t an
easy answer trail wise for that stretch, it's being worked on... Processing the hike
into a consumable map is time consuming and I'm currently focused on getting a job
in the interior. “Guy who can walk far” isn’t the most appealing qualification so that's
= proving to be difficult, it'll get done when | figure that out. Most likely over the

& fall/winter so future hikers have a doable route for 2027--

Photo from Alaska Public Media story: https://tinyurl.com/398npkcf

‘ INTERIOR ALASKA LAND TRUST

Sept 24
We have new conserved land to share !!

Last year, IALT added nearly 80 acres to the Goldstream Greenbelt with the acquisition of the
Loretta Ann Parcel in Goldstream Valley.
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Located just north of IALT’s
Pontti Property and immediately
adjacent to the Goldstream Public Use
Area, this parcel helps connect a
growing network of protected lands in
the valley. Several established trails
cross the property, providing
connections for skiing, dog mushing,
biking, snow machining and other
recreation.

The property is also roughly half
wetlands and provides habitat for
moose, lynx, fox, birds, and many other
species.

Named after the late mother of
Chris Davis, the property’s previous
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owner, the nearly 80-acre parcel was purchased by IALT thanks to a generous donation from Jack and
Carol Wilbur (featured) and a generous bargain sale agreement with Chris Davis. The land had long been
used by neighbors and the community for recreation, and conserving it ensures that its forests, wetlands,
wildlife habitat, and trail connections will remain protected into the future.

We are excited to finally introduce the Loretta Ann Parcel to the IALT community and look forward to seeing

folks on the trails this winter!

Consider supporting our work by becoming a member or making a donation:

https://interioraklandtrust.ora/

‘ UAF NORTH CAMPUS

Sept 8

Our beloved Ski Hut is getting a much-needed deck upgrade! Due to rot discovered in the current deck we
have contractors working on the replacement, beginning Wednesday, September 9th. Access to the hut
and deck will be restricted during construction. Big shout out to our donors who helped make the repairs

possible!

‘ FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH PARKS & REC

Sept 14

£.Grab your favorite ghouls, goblins, and little monsters and come get your boo on at this year's Spooky
Trail at Tanana Lakes! October 9th, 6PM-8PM, our Spooky Trail welcomes all ages for an evening of lite
frights, trailside trick-or-treating, Halloween games, and plenty of spooky fun! Our "Zombie Zone" kicks off
at 6:30 PM for those brave souls looking for an extra dose of boo with no additional cost. Costumes highly

encouraged but not required.

OJust $5 per group of 5, get tickets early with the link below!
https://secure.rec1.com/AK/fairbanks-north-star-ak/catalog?filter=c2VhcmNoPTQONTkONzI%3D
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‘ ALASKA STATE PARKS

Sept 14
-4 & Shoutout to our Design & Construction team for hard their work on this project at Chena Pump

Landing providing better river access for Fairbanks. &

The contractor was Paving Products, Inc. based in Fairbanks.
The original contract award amount was $657,356. Funding included
LWCF federal-aid, state match, and Dingell-Johnson federal-aid from
ADF&G. The work included:

4Paving and striping the existing facility

Expanding truck-with-trailer parking at the boat launch area

Installing new signs

New orientation kiosk

Replaced two old picnic shelters with two new ones.

<A new concrete vaulted toilet was installed last year under a different contract.

‘ DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION

Sept 27
DJTA board members did a little bit of cleanup at the Liewer Trail today, taking care of some of the bucked-

up wood left by forestry from FireWise efforts. Some large spruce pieces and aspen chunks are now at the
forestry biomass area just waiting to be picked up and taken home.

INTERIORWIDE LINKS

Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps

State park trail conditions reports: https:/dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm

RTP Grant Application - Rehabilitation of Multi-Purpose Trail in Galena: http:/notice.alaska.qov/225269
RTP Grant Application — Happy Valley Gravity Trail (Fairbanks): https://tinyurl.com/3ah6ddee

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

INTERIORWIDE LINKS

e Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps
o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
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STATEWIDE

COMMENT SOUGHT ON STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM
ATTEND, COMMENT A virtual public meeting will be held October 6 from 4 to 5:30pm on the Draft 2027-

2030 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).

Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
staff will be available to answer questions about the Draft STIP and document
public comments.

Projects included in the STIP support a wide range of infrastructure
improvements, including roads, ferries, transit systems, trails, and safety
enhancements that connect communities and strengthen Alaska’s economy.
DOT&PF encourages public participation in the review process.

Webinar Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/|/83342260703

Webinar ID: 833 4226 0703 Phone: +1 253 215 8782 US.

Public review and comment are open through October 29. Comments may be submitted online at
https://dot.alaska.gov/links/pdp/ or email dot.stip@alaska.gov. For more information about the Draft 2027-
2030 STIP, go to https://dot.alaska.gov/links/pdp/.

From What's Up? by Peg Tileston

See an Alaska Beacon story about the STIP process here: https://tinyurl.com/6e32keub

FALL FUNDRAISER SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 8; AUCTION OPEN NOW

ATTEND: You are invited to join us for Alaska Trails' annual fall fundraiser to celebrate a great season of
building and improving trails! This year, the fundraiser will be at Hilltop Ski Area on October 8 from 6-8:30
pm. Tickets are $50, and proceeds go to support Alaska Trails’ mission of building trails for Alaska’s
people, communities, and economy. T R
What's in store:
e Live music
e Good food + drinks
e Silent auction
o Alaska Trails' Board Members
and staff meet and greet
e Swapping trail stories with great
company
e A whole lot of trail love

We appreciate your support of Alaska Trails and can't wait to celebrate a successful tra|I season with you.
Hope to see you on October 8, bring a friend, and join us for an evening of community, stories, and
inspiration on the trails we love. You can buy fundraiser tickets here:
www.alaska-trails.org/fall-fundraiser

ONLINE SILENT AUCTION OPEN NOW

If you can’t make our fundraising party, you can still bid on our silent auction items. Bidding for the items is
open now! Bidding ends at 8 pm on October 8. You must be able to pick up items within a week at our
Anchorage office. Register and bid here: https:/givebutter.com/c/fall-fundraiser-2026-AKTrails/auction
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HELP CELEBRATE THE ALASKA LONG TRAIL WITH PHOTOS

ENTER We are celebrating the Alaska Long Trail with a photo contest! If you like to take photos, please
join in!

We're celebrating the landscapes, wildlife,
people, and experiences that make the Alaska
Long Trail so extraordinary. Photographers of all
skill levels can submit images taken along the
Alaska Long Trail route for a chance to win cash
prizes and have their work featured on Alaska ~
Long Trail accounts. w

Contest Categories include: ALASKA LONG T

e Adventure: The experience of
being on the trail with others.

e Landscape: Scenic vistas and
terrain along the trail.

e Culture: People, communities, and
trail/lcamping activities.

$400 Grand Prize

Learn more & enter:

The submission period lasts until November 30. Up to 16 entries per person. Category winners receive
$200, runners-up $100, grand prize $400. Winners will be announced January/February 2027. Learn more
here: https://www.alaska-trails.org/photocontest

RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM APPLICATIONS DUE OCT 30
APPLY Applications for the FY2027 Multi-Use Trails Program are due Oct. 30.

The competitive, reimbursable matching-grant program supports eligible recreational trail
maintenance and development, trail-related facilities, and trail safety and education projects. It is funded
through Alaska’s share of the Federal Highway Administration Recreational Trails Program.

Selected projects may be reimbursed for up to 90 percent
of eligible project costs, with award recipients required to provide
the remaining 10 percent as eligible non-federal match. Eligible
applicants include nonprofit organizations, educational institutions,
state agencies, local governments, federal agencies, Native
corporations, and Tribal governments.

Applicants must use Submittable to view, complete, and
submit the application and required materials. Submittable is on
online platform that helps organizations collect, review, and manage

applications and submissions.
Program information and a link to the application are available on the Alaska DOT&PF Multi-Use
Trails Program website: https:/dot.alaska.gov/atlas/multi-use-trails/

Any questions may be submitted to dot.rtp@alaska.gov.

Completed applications must be submitted through Submittable by 11:59 p.m. Alaska Time on Oct. 30.
Applications submitted by email will not be accepted.
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The Alaska Recreational Trails Advisory Committee (ARTAC) will meet in November and December to
review and score the applications.

e November meeting notice: http://notice.alaska.qov/225046

e December meeting notice: http://notice.alaska.qov/225047

SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE: ELECTRIC, HYBRID; STOP MONEY PIPELINE

Climate changes affect everyone, including trail lovers.

For summer trail lovers, climate change can bring more droughts, wildfires, flooding, and
permafrost thawing. For winter trail lovers, a warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more
extreme events like snow droughts and rain-on-snow events. These impacts will get worse unless we slow
climate change by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions.

Here are some things you can do right now to help make a difference.

Take a personal action

When buying a car, consider a hybrid or electric vehicle. Many come in AWD versions.
Alaska organizations are working hard to install fast-charging stations for electric vehicles
in high-use areas. Consumer Reports has an excellent guide
(www.consumerreports.org/cars/hybrids-evs/buying-quide/), but there are many others.
Just let your Google fingers do the walking.

Join “Stop the Money Pipeline”
https://stopthemoneypipeline.com/
H Stop the Money Pipeline is a network of over 200 organizations and tens of thousands of

everyday people who are working to hold the financial sector accountable for its role in the
climate crisis.

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES
STATEWIDE LINKS

o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
e  Community Winter Trails Program (for rural communities): https://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/wintertrails/

STATEWIDE LINKS

State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm

Community Winter Trails Program (for rural communities): https://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/wintertrails/
Hiking the Alaska Long Trail | Outdoor Explorer: https://tinyurl.com/4preux7e

Alaska Long Trail is years from completion, but adventurers are using it: https://tinyurl.com/mrh37yua

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
o 2026 Alaska State Parks Passport Program: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/passport.htm

e Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant (deadline Oct 31): https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm
0 ORTAB Meeting for LWCF Awards (Oct 8): http://notice.alaska.qov/224887
e 2026 Alaska Wilderness Classic report: https://tinyurl.com/2ejx7twp
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Biking Through the Magical Colors of Denali in Autumn: https://tinyurl.com/35dy55nt

Alaska State Parks Cabin Reservation System to Transition on October 1: https://tinyurl.com/2s4d8z86
Alaska to limit advance reservations for public cabins, update system: https://tinyurl.com/48x3v8et
Nabesna area Cable family trip: https:/tinyurl.com/yk9ptczs

After 5 years, a bridge to reconnect the Denali Park road is finally open: https://tinyurl.com/2f62v544
Western Gates of the Arctic Traverse (packrafting): https://tinyurl.com/sur3x9f5

NATIONWIDE /WORLDWIDE

NATIONAL REC TRAIL APPLICATION DEADLINE NOVEMBER 1

APPLY The Natlonal Recreatlon Trail (NRT) program works to preserve and celebrate our nation's
) 5.7 W pathways.
\ Trails that are designated will be announced publicly on National
sy Trails Day in June 2027. For more information see this webpage
e '“ o (www.nrtapplication.org/pages/how-to-apply-for-nrt-designation) or email
nrt@amerlcantralls org with any questions.

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’'s Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
e Conservation VIP (August newsletter): https://tinyurl.com/3fzn9mxh

FUNDING
e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

OTHER LINKS
o Hiker, 91, becomes oldest person to complete grueling Appalachian Trail: https://tinyurl.com/5yc5p4zb
e What USFS Proposed Travel Rule Changes Mean for Every Trail User: https://tinyurl.com/53d6bkva

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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