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LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	

• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     

(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT SOUGHT FOR FAIRBANKS REGIONAL PLAN 
COMMENT The Fairbanks North Star Borough has released its draft version of the Regional 
Comprehensive Plan and is seeking comment. Make sure to take a look 
and comment.  

For example, the new project to create a back entrance to Chena 
Lake Recreation Area from Plack Road came about due to community 
comments. In the past, community comments have helped with the 
development of borough parks such as Skyline Ridge Park, and Tanana 
Lakes and Isberg recreation areas. Comments also were critical for the 
update of the borough’s Comprehensive Recreational Trails Plan. Your 
comments help shape the plan, which helps shape our community. You 
can and do make a difference! 

The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner had a story about the plan 
update in early July. Read it here: https://tinyurl.com/2aw36y6v  

An Interior Alaska Trails blog post breaks down the plan and how 
to comment with an emphasis on trails, paths, nonmotorized transportation, 
and greenspaces. See the blog post here: www.interioralaskatrails.org/2026/07/22/help-guide-the-future-of-
fairbanks-and-north-pole/ 

The comment period for the comp plan closes on August 15, so don't delay. Let your voice be 
heard! 
 
FAIRBANKS ASSEMBLY APPROVES NATURE RESERVE LAND SALE  
At its July 23 meeting, the Fairbanks Borough Assembly voted unanimously to sell a 40-acre parcel of land 

to the Arctic Audubon Society. This land sale will connect two parts of the 
Audubon Riedel Nature Reserve and is a step in the process of developing 
better public access to the reserve, which has non-motorized trails.  

The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story about the Borough 
Assembly vote.  

From the story: 
 

Arctic Audubon Society President Pam Miller said that while the purchased 
parcel won’t improve direct access to the reserve, it would help the existing 
trail network. 

Darla Theisen, the society’s vice president, said the reserve does 
more than act as a refuge for birds. Residents use it year-round for hiking, 
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birdwatching, snowshoeing and more. It also hosts a few University of Alaska Fairbanks 
research projects and local educational programs. 

 
See the story here: https://tinyurl.com/35k4h5z4 
Read more about the land sale in this blog post: https://tinyurl.com/5n899hyt 
 
CHALLENGE OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES TO FIND TRAILS IN INTERIOR 
The 2026 Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge is live! 
 The challenge started in June and lasts until September 30. The 20 signs are up across the 

borough. Put on by the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough Parks and Recreation Department, this 
even is an all-ages, all-abilities, outdoor scavenger 
hunt. The challenge is designed to get you out with 
your friends and family to explore our wonderful local 
trails.  

Anyone is allowed to participate in the 
search. When you find a sign, mark it off on your 
checklist. On September 1 and October 1, those 
registered will receive a Checklist Survey in their 

email. There is also a checklist in the Trails Challenge Guide (see link below).  
Participants are encouraged to take the photos and post them on social media with the hashtag 

“#FNSBTrails”. Putting it on the Trails Challenge Facebook Event (under the Discussion tab) is a great way 
to share. And of course, leave the sign to be found by the next trail challenge participant. 

Participants who find the minimum number of signs for their category get their official award and 
can win prizes. Whether you find one or find them all, challenge yourself to get outside and enjoy nature! 

Register online under the purple "Events" tab at: https://tinyurl.com/hctevh79 
Relevant links: 
• Website: https://secure.rec1.com/AK/fairbanks-north-star-ak/catalog  
• Trails Challenge Facebook Event: https://tinyurl.com/4v4h4xnp  
• Trails Challenge Guide: https://tinyurl.com/2kw3vbe4 
• Trails Challenge Guide PDF: www.fnsb.gov/DocumentCenter/View/28129  
• 2026 Summer Finishers Checklist (online): https://arcg.is/0bibnu1  

 
TAKE CARE ON TRAILS AS HUNTING SEASON APPROACHES 
As we get into hunting season, please take care while using trails and while hunting and target practicing. 
This is not just a hunting season issue, but there is typically more gun 
activity this time of year.  

The vast majority of gun owners are responsible with shooting. 
Unfortunately, some are less responsible, such a target practicing without a 
proper backstop or along a trail.  

The chances of something happening are low. However, the 
consequences could be very high: death or wounding. Don't worry 
unnecessarily but do take care. Here are some resources: 

• Tips for Hunters and Non-Hunters (USFWS): 
https://tinyurl.com/29s5ea8d  
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• Hike Safely During Hunting Season (American Hiking Society): https://tinyurl.com/yr6cd8f3 
• Info about hunting seasons in Alaska: https://tinyurl.com/2ux3jkvp  

o For specifics see the Alaska Hunting Regulations: https://tinyurl.com/mjbrn9j3  
 
ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR TRAIL PROJECTS  

BORROW As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects, remember 
that Alaska Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to 
organized trail groups in the Interior. The trailers have many trail tools 
including Mcleods, Pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If you would like 
to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth (gcorth@straydogs.us). 

 
HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE: ‘CITIZEN’ LOBBY, REDUCE CAR TRIPS  
Climate change affects everyone, including trail lovers. 

Climate change and other environmental problems may seem like an overwhelming problem, but 
we humans created them, and we can solve them, too. Here are some things you can do right now. 
 
Join Citizen’s Climate Lobby 
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/  

Citizen’s Climate Lobby is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, grassroots advocacy climate change 
organization focused on national policies to address the climate movement. Go to the website 
and hover over “Take Action.” You can write or call the Alaska delegation in Washington. Sign 
up for the Monthly Calling Campaign and join with many other people in urging Congress to 

take steps to help solve climate change. 
 
Take a personal action 

Carpool, bike, or take public transportation for your commute or to do errands. Each of 
these actions help reduce the number of trips taken by a single person in a car. While 
taking a car might be convenient, transportation adds almost 30 percent to greenhouse 
gases. And biking, walking, or running is healthier for you.  

 
SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
 
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 
 
July 29  
The Alaska Recreational Trails Advisory Committee (ARTAC) will be meeting on August 6 to discuss the 

Multi-Use Trails Scoring Rubric and Snowtrails funding. 
The meeting is open to the public and is available on Zoom. It will start 

at 2pm. People will have opportunities to comment on both subjects. See the 
Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85129302639  

The Multi-Use Trails Scoring Rubric is important because it helps 
determine which projects will win funding from the Recreational Trails Program, the 
largest funder of trails in Alaska. Snowtrails is a program that provides funding for 
grooming of winter trails. The funding comes from and is aimed at snowmachine users, 
but it benefits all winter trail users.  



 

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER  
AUGUST 2026 

4 

To see a more detailed agenda as well as a link to a meeting packet, use this link: 
http://notice.alaska.gov/224629    

See more about the Snowtrails program here: https://dot.alaska.gov/atlas/snow-trails/  
See more about the Multi-use Trails Program here: https://dot.alaska.gov/atlas/multi-use-trails/  

 
July 28 
The Department of Transportation and FAST Planning are working on a few local projects that have trail 
components. You can keep up to date on what's happening by getting the weekly construction update e-
newsletter. Subscribe here: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/AKDOT/subscriber/new  

Projects that have significant trail components right now are: 
--Chena Lake Recreation Area Bicycle and Pedestrian Access 
--Chena Pump & Chena Ridge Road Resurfacing 
--Chena Small Tracts Roundabout 
--FAST Area Surface Upgrades - Stage II  
--Yankovich Miller Hill Road Reconstruction & Multi-Use Path 

The bottom of the newsletter has links to maps and to APEX, an interactive website on DOT projects. See it 
here:  https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7cd100e66c64aebaa281b5ba3641bd4  

Pic from Chena Lake Rec Area project  
 
July 25  
Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks & Rec did a community survey earlier this year. They've just released 
the results. Trails and parks proved popular and people want more trails and better access to trails. Read 
the report here. 
https://www.fnsb.gov/DocumentCenter/View/28606/2026-Parks-and-Rec-Community-Survey-Results  
 
July 21  
Interns have started in on the Equinox Marathon Trail - brushing, draining, smoothing, clearing 
sight distance, etc.  Images are from the end of Lawler Road, a swampy area.  They bushed 
and re dug the drainage ditch I put in years ago and moved wood chips from the higher dryer 
area to the low start of the trail.  Thank you SCA/FTI interns! 
 
July 16  
The Interior Alaska Trails and Parks Foundation gives out grants for local trail projects. Here's one recent 
project. If you've got an idea for a project, contact the IATPF: https://www.iatpf.org 
 
Shared from UAF North Campus 
July 15 
We have new signs on the UAF Gold Disc Golf Course! These new signs replace aging and outdated 

wooden signs. With the updated signs users can not only navigate their game by a 
course map, but also receive vital information as they make their way to each of 
the 18 baskets. Big thanks to a grant from the Interior Alaska Trails and Parks 
Foundation (IATPF) and the time and energy of the Fairbanks Disc Golf 
Association (FDGA), and many others. 

(Pictured: Randy Goodwin, Vice President IATPF; Brittany Van Eck, UAF 
North Campus Manager; Helyn Lefgren, President IATPF. Photo Credit: Geoff Orth, Board Member IATPF) 
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FAIRBANKS CYCLE CLUB 
 
July 17  
Fairbanks Trails has been at work this summer keeping the Skarland Trail in good shape. 
Proper drainage helps reduce erosion problems and helps trails dry out quicker in spring. 
 
Shared from Stan Justice > Fairbanks Trails Inc 
July 16 
Did another drainage project on the Skarland above Redfox. We installed a total of 4 of 
them.  The interns also brushed the sides.  Ready for winter. 
 
FAIRBANKS TRAILS INC 
 
July 23 

Partially drained the small pond that took over the Sheep Creek path near the RR 
tracks.  There is a nice culvert nearby, but the melting of frozen ground left the 
culvert dry and the path flooded.  Lowered the pond enough that Equinox 
Marathon runners will be able to step over the ditch.  Rainy days are good for 
working on trail drainage.  Addressed various drainage problems from 10K sign to 
11 1/2 mile where course runs on Ester Dome Road. 

 
UAF NORTH CAMPUS 
 
July 23 
UAF North Campus has a new Sherpa! It's an Alpina Superclass 1.2L and the setup 
includes a fully electric tow behind xc-ski trail implement with 2 sets of track setters. 
As always, we appreciate our trails community -- big thanks to the Nordic Ski Club of 
Fairbanks for partnering on the transport, and to the UAF Trails Club for a donation 
towards the purchase. 
 
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH PARKS & REC 
 
July 2 
🌟The construction of our new Chena Lake Recreation Area entrance is finally here! Please be advised, 
surveying will begin next week for the upcoming construction at Plack Road/Nelson Road intersection and 
past the Gordon Road intersection. This project is expected to start mid-July and be completed by the end 
of October 2026. More exciting updates to come! 
 
INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps  
• State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm 
• Fairbanks North Star Borough puts on annual summer trails challenge: https://tinyurl.com/5hynzmuw 
• Fairbanks borough planning new walk path along the Chena River: https://tinyurl.com/d759xupj 
• July's Bikepack Every Month Challenge (Upper Angel Creek Cabin): https://tinyurl.com/27d6ed66 
• My Age--And My Stupidity--Revealed on Long Hike Near Central: https://tinyurl.com/45wc9ahh 
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• Boro trails commission directed to refine proposed commercial regulations: https://tinyurl.com/mtajhr5c  
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Borough to install prominent leash law signs in Chena Lakes Rec Area: https://tinyurl.com/52j6t37v 
• Chena Lake Recreation Area Photo Contest (ddline Aug 31): https://tinyurl.com/mtrpwevs 
• A snowmachine mountaineering project 

o Little Girstle Trilogy – Part 1: Independent Peak: https://tinyurl.com/2p9jb79h 
o Little Girstle Trilogy – Part 2: Spur Peak: https://tinyurl.com/55tm2jkj  

	
STATEWIDE	

 
HELP CELEBRATE THE ALASKA LONG TRAIL WITH PHOTOS 
ENTER We are celebrating the Alaska Long Trail with a photo contest! If you like to take photos, please 
join in!  

We're celebrating the landscapes, wildlife, 
people, and experiences that make the Alaska Long 
Trail so extraordinary. Photographers of all skill levels 
can submit images taken along the Alaska Long Trail 
route for a chance to win cash prizes and have their 
work featured on Alaska Long Trail accounts. 

Contest Categories include:  
• Adventure: The experience of being on 

the trail with others.  
• Landscape: Scenic vistas and terrain 

along the trail. 
• Culture: People, communities, and 

trail/camping activities.  
 
The submission period lasts until November 30. Up to 16 entries per person. Category winners receive  
$200, runners-up $100, grand prize $400. Winners will be announced January/February 2027. Learn more 
here: https://www.alaska-trails.org/photocontest  
 
EVENTS TO CELEBRATE NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY IN SEPTEMBER 
VOLUNTEER Several events will be held in September across Alaska in celebration of National Public 

Lands Day, September 26. 
As of late July, one event was listed on the NPLD website at the BLM Campbell 

Tract in Anchorage. It includes trail work. 
National Public Lands Day is the nation’s largest, single-day volunteer events for 

public lands, held annually on the fourth Saturday in September. NPLD brings together 
hundreds of thousands of individuals and organizational volunteers to help restore 

America’s public lands. The event began in 1979. For more info see: https://www.neefusa.org/npld  
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SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES  
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA 
 
July 14  
Land phrase of the week: Easement 🛣 

An easement is a legal right that allows someone to use a portion of another person’s land for a 
specific purpose, without owning the land itself.   

In BLM Alaska, easements are often established to ensure important access across lands that 
have been conveyed to new owners. These rights may allow for travel corridors, trails, roads, utilities, or 
access to public lands and waterways.   

One example unique to Alaska is a 17(b) easement. These are rights reserved to the United States 
and may also be reserved to and from communities, 
airports, docks, marine coastline, groups of private 
holdings sufficient in number to constitute public use 
and government facilities. They take the form of 60-
foot-wide roads, 25- and 50-foot trails, and one-acre 
sites for short-term uses. These rights are reserved 
when the BLM conveys land to an Alaska Native 
corporation under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act (ANCSA).  

As part of the Alaska Land Transfer Program, BLM works to identify, document, and reserve 
necessary easements during the land conveyance process. Clearly defined easements help balance 
private land ownership with long-term access needs, supporting transportation, subsistence access, 
utilities, and recreation across Alaska’s vast and often remote landscape.  

Learn more about the BLM AK Land Transfer Program by visiting: 
https://www.blm.gov/programs/lands-and-realty/regional-information/alaska/land-transfer  
📷: A recreationist uses a road easement to travel across private land onto public land. BLM Photo 
 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
 
July 2 
Calling all bicyclists! The Forest Service and Department of Interior 
are seeking public input related to identifying and developing long-
distance biking trails on federal lands. As part of the Biking on 
Long-Distance Trails Act, Section 121 of the EXPLORE Act, we are 
looking to identify long-distance biking trails that make use of 
existing trails and roads, and we are seeking nominations for 
opportunistic locations to develop or complete future long-distance 
biking trails. 
  All are encouraged to nominate trails for consideration and to view more requirements information 
at the following link: https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/78dc4e636e7d400487f09da2b901777f 
  Nominations will be accepted through August 3, 2026.  
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STATEWIDE LINKS 
• State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm 
• Community Winter Trails Program (for rural communities): https://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/wintertrails/  
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• 2026 Alaska State Parks Passport Program: ttps://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/passport.htm  
• Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant (deadline Oct 31): https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm 
• Opinion: The path to better health may be the trail outside your door: https://tinyurl.com/ycyuzh8n  
• AK DOT&PF Announces Availability of 2024-2027 STIP Amendment #6: https://tinyurl.com/3yu6b38p 

	
NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	

 
NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 
• Am. Hiking Society’s Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/ 
• Conservation Volunteers International Program (July newsletter): https://tinyurl.com/yeywtaww  
 
FUNDING 
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
• Polaris T.R.A.I.L.S. grants (motorized projects; due March 1, Sept 1): https://tinyurl.com/y49dxbhe  
• Two for the Trails grants (ddline Aug 14): https://athleticbrewing.com/pages/two-for-the-trails-grant  
 
OTHER LINKS 
• Dep. of Interior Seeks Suggestions for Long-Distance Biking Trails: https://tinyurl.com/5y5f67pt  
• REI Cooperative Action Fund 2025 Impact Report: https://www.reifund.org/ourimpact  
• 5 Things Trailworkers Wish Every Hiker Would Do: https://tinyurl.com/mfzfe9at  
• Trails Magazine (quarterly, print only): https://trailsmag.net  
 
 
 
Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail 
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: 
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am president of the Fairbanks Cycle 
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter. 


