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FAIRBANKS TRAILS, INC. INTERNS WORK ON AREA TRAILS

Fairbanks Trail, Inc., has been working with the Interior Alaska Land Trust to improve the IALT’s Chinook
: = Conservation Park, located just west of Chena Pump Road near the northern
d intersection of Chena Pump and Chena Ridge roads.
| Fairbanks Trails interns, Jack and Mack, have extended both creek-side
trails. The East Creekside Trail now goes all the way to Chena Ridge Road to the
north, and the West Creekside Trail now extends all the way south to Old Chena
Ridge Road. The interns also installed four bridges on the west trail.
é The main parking area for these trails
(https://maps.app.goo.ql/ATRQXL2aPomTkHdg8) is currently being used by a
“ contractor working on the roundabout at the Chena Pump/Chena Small Tracts/Old
Chena Ridge intersection. However, the trails can also be accessed from the
= north side near Justa Store.
Find out more about the park here
(https://interioraklandtrust.org/chinook-conservation-park/),
however the trail map on the website is outdated. See a
current trail map here: https://tinyurl.com/4wm8c6pa
The Fairbanks Trails Inc. interns have been doing
other work in the area as well including ditching along the
Skarland Trail and clearing downed trees off the Eva Creek
Trail.

You can donate to Fairbanks Trails by sending a
check to Fairbanks Trail Inc, 1750 Reed Circle, Fairbanks
AK 99709.

You can donate to the IALT here: https://interioraklandtrust.org/donate/
Stan Justice photos: Interns doing work in Chinook park (top) and on Skarland Trail (bottom)

CHALLENGE OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES TO FIND TRAILS IN INTERIOR

The 2026 Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge is live!

The challenge started in June and lasts until September 30. The 20 signs are up across the
borough. Put on by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department, this even is an
all-ages, all-abilities, outdoor scavenger hunt. The challenge is designed to get you out with your friends
and family to explore our wonderful local trails.

Anyone is allowed to participate in the search. When you find a sign, mark it off on your checklist.
On September 1 and October 1, those registered will receive a Checklist Survey in their email. There is

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/

e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




also a checklist in the Trails Challenge Guide (see link below).
Participants are encouraged to take the photos and
post them on social media with the hashtag “#FNSBTrails”.
Putting it on the Trails Challenge Facebook Event (under the
Discussion tab) is a great way to share. And of course, leave
the sign to be found by the next trail challenge participant.
Participants who find the minimum number of signs for
their category get their official award and can win prizes. Whether you find one or find them all, challenge
yourself to get outside and enjoy nature!
Register online under the purple "Events" tab at: https://tinyurl.com/hctevh79
Relevant links:
o Website: https://secure.rec1.com/AK/fairbanks-north-star-ak/catalog
Trails Challenge Facebook Event: https://tinyurl.com/4v4h4xnp
Trails Challenge Guide: https://tinyurl.com/2kw3vbe4
Trails Challenge Guide PDF: www.fnsb.gov/DocumentCenter/View/28129
2026 Summer Finishers Checklist (online): https:/arcg.is/Obibnu1

ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR TRAIL PROJECTS

BORROW As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects, remember
that Alaska Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to
organized trail groups in the Interior. The trailers have many trail tools

including Mcleods, Pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If you would like
to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth (gcorth@straydogs.us).

BOROUGH TRAILS ADVISORY COMMISSION TO MEET IN JULY
ATTEND The Fairbanks North Star Borough Trails Advisory Commission (TAC) will be meeting on July 27.
These meetings are open to the public. They are held in the Mona Lisa Drexler Assembly
Chambers at the borough administration center on 907 Terminal Street. The meetings are also available to
watch online. An agenda for the meeting will be published as the meeting day nears.
TAC meetings are held four times a year. To find out more about the commission and to find out
how to testify see this link: https://fnsb.gov/430/Trails-Advisory-Commission

WATCH FOR BIRD NESTS WHEN WORKING ON TRAILS

Trail work sometimes requires downing trees or clearing shrubs. When doing so make sure not to violate
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which makes it illegal for anyone to ;
“take” migratory birds, their eggs, feathers, or nests. “Take” includes
destroying or damaging active bird nests or eggs. Different areas of
the state have different sensitive periods generally occurring between
April 15 and July 25. However, if you encounter an active nest at any
time leave it in place and protected until young hatch and depart.
“Active” is indicated by intact eggs, live chicks, or the presence of an
adult on the nest. .
For more information and recommended time periods for avoiding vegetation clearing see:

www.fws.gov/alaska-bird-nesting-season
Photo from Denali 101: www.denali101.com/denalinationalpark/birds of denali.htm/
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SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

‘ FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

June 16

The Department of Transportation and FAST Planning are working on a couple of projects that have trail
components. You can keep up to date on what's happening by getting the weekly construction update e-
newsletter. Subscribe here: https:/public.govdelivery.com/accounts/AKDOT/subscriber/new

Projects that have significant trail components
right now are:

--Chena Pump & Chena Ridge Road
Resurfacing

--FAST Area Surface Upgrades - Stage ||
--Yankovich Miller Hill Road Reconstruction &
Multi-Use Path

Let me know if there are others that I'm missing (fbxtrails@gmail.com)

The bottom of the newsletter has links to maps and to APEX, an interactive website on DOT projects.
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7cd100e66c64aebaa281b5ba3641bd4

‘ INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS AND PARKS FOUNDATION

June 17
SEEKING NEW BOARD MEMBERS LIKE YOU!

APPLY Interior Alaska Trails and Park Foundation (IATPF) is seeking board members to help
advance the group’s mission.

Do you love trails i

Interlor Alaska? Do you love our parks? Do you want to help support them with
» projects that keep them in good shape? If that sounds like you, then you
| are an excellent candidate to serve on the IATPF board of directors. The
{ group’s mission is to develop, maintain and promote a year-round trails
and parks system for the greater Fairbanks area and beyond.
The IATPF, established in 2018, has recently helped support a
@l volunteer day of brushing on the Mastodon Trail in the Chena River
f| State Recreation Area, mowing of the Jeff Studdert Sled Dog Trails, and
the refurbishment of the Ester Dome Singletrack. The foundation’s
#| projects support all types of trail users, motorized and non-motorized.
4 Board members participate in a monthly Zoom meeting,
= providing oversight to the foundation's mission. To find out more about
the group, see its website, www.iatpfoundation.org.
If you are interested in serving, please send an email to iatpfoundation@gmail.com
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June 16
IATPF |ssued a 10, 000 doIIar grant to the Nordic Ski Club to cover part of a new groomer.

: \ The Nordic Ski Club does your Birch Hill Cross-country Ski trail
‘| maintenance. The new groomer, an Alpina Superclass 1.2, provides a
major increase in performance to keep our world class cross-country trails
in top shape!

Congratulations to the Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks!
1 Please remember that incredible grants start with the donations

of incredible folks like YOU! Please email us with questions!

iatpfoundation@gmail.com

June 14
Back from an awesome work party at Nome Creek! 80 degrees!
Logged and brushed a big chunk on the trail. Eastern side still needs work up high and across the
top as well!
--15+ logs removed.
--Lots of dwarf birch, willows and sticker bushes cIeared We got in near 8 hours of work (

volunteer hours for BLM Whitemountains

and Table Top Mountain trail!

--Lunch (sandwiches and abundant

snacks)

--Dinner (foil packet chicken, baby

potatoes, broccoli and carrots)

--Desert (snickerdoodles, and Matt made a

Dutch Oven pineapple upside-down cake!

No one went hungry for sure!

SUPER thanks to all who made this event a success! Matt, Sonja, Liz, Molly, Evan and Eyal
BLM White Mountains for leaving the outhouse unlocked. Alaska Trails for the hand tools. Audra for
shopping and meal prep. Sierra and Amber for making the strawberry muffins and snickerdoodles.

‘ FAIRBANKS CYCLE CLUB

June 19
Concerns about certain electric micromobility devices has two Fairbanks-area government agencies
discussing whether they need to be regulated.

"Micromobility devices" is a term that encompasses a variety of devrces including brkes scooters
and skateboards. Technological changes have allowed many of ' =
these devices to include electric motors, which allow them to be
faster and more powerful than non-electric versions.

Concerns about the speed and use of these devices has
been spreading through the country (and world), causing many
places to regulate them. Fairbanks has largely avoided those
concerns until recently.

Now, according to a Fairbanks Daily News-Miner story, a
Fairbanks North Star Borough commission and the Fairbanks City Council are discussing whether they
need to be regulated here.
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At a work session on Tuesday, June 16, the council discussed the issue including whether to
regulate the devices. Members of the Fairbanks Police Department (FPD) were involved in the discussion.
From the story:

--FPD Deputy Chief Rick Sweet noted that regulations can be difficult. The Alaska Legislature
considered a bill in 2023 that would have defined e-bike classifications. However, the bill died in
committee.

“The DMV does not require a license, registration or insurance,” Sweet said. “In essence, itis a
bicycle without a further definition.”--

--Police Chief Ron Dupee said FPD has received several complaints and has its own safety
concerns over e-bikes. He asked for guidance from the City Council on how far we want to go with
regulating.”--

On Monday, June 15, the FNSB Parks and Recreation Commission discussed whether to ban the devices
from Pioneer Park/Alaskaland.
From the story:

--Lee Williams, the Parks and Recreation riverside superintendent, said pedestrian safety is the
biggest concern.--

EXAMPLE MICROMOBILITY DEVICES

BIKES & E-BIKES “SELF-PROPELLED" "HUMAN-POWERED"

--“While they may all look similar ... their impact
on our facilities varies significantly,” Williams

said. He said increased use of the devices has é@ ‘ T /
- ;,‘ L

reduced a sense of safety for families and .
children. Parks and Recreation has received j
numerous complaints, including phone calls, !; ik &
emails and social media messages about the
issue.--

NOTE: MOPEDS, GOLF CARTS, SEGHAYS, WHEELCHAIRS ARE NOT CONSIDERED MICROMOBILITY DEVICES

However, Williams and others at the meeting stressed that the commission is not looking to ban the
devices from all of the borough.

The story has much more information. Find it here: https://tinyurl.com/4fpsz977
Photo from Fairbanks Daily News-Miner; graphic from the City of Asheville, North Carolina

BLM-WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

June 12
> Attention boaters, rafters, kayakers and everyone who likes a nice day or 10 on  [EEELEATEIERATE
the water.”™ :
The Upper Beaver Creek Wild and Scenic River's "new" channel is chock-
full of logs and debris, and the current will likely pull you towards it. It is
recommended that you line around it upstream where the channel splits.

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
JULY 2026



These two graphics show both a downstream and upstream view. The photo was taken on June
11, 2026. Coordinates can be copied and pasted here: https:/tinyurl.com/4wfcu7u4

More information about the White Mountains can be found here:

https://www.blm.gov/visit/white-mountains/trail-update

June 5
OA temporary closure starts July 6 for 1.5 miles of the Nome Creek Trail®

The BLM Eastern Interior Field Office will begin a temporary trail closure for Nome Creek Trail in
the White Mountains National Recreation Area due to construction associated with summer stream

restoration work. For the public's safety:

e The closure applies to the section directly upstream from the
Nome Creek Bridge.

e The BLM advises the public to avoid the surrounding 70-acre
project area, which will include a staging zone and a
construction camp.

e Signs will be posted along the trail. BLM law enforcement
rangers and other employees will be in the area to enforce

temporary motor vehicle restrictions.
The temporary closure is in effect through August 31, 2026, or until construction is completed.
Read the announcement: https:/tinyurl.com/42j89rdr

DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION

June 7

Well, what a day for a hike up Donnelly Dome for National Trails Day with DJTA. A beautiful day great
weather, enough wind to keep the bugs away and a whopping 58 adventurous folks. There were folks from
Tennessee, Utah, Alberta, Anchorage and locals. So nice to see everyone.

INTERIORWIDE LINKS

e Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps
o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
e Volunteers clean up Fairbanks waterways: https://tinyurl.com/3bbjvv8d

STATEWIDE

DOT LAUNCHES INITIATIVE, ANNOUNCES TRAILS PROGRAM AWARDS

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) is launching the Alaska Trails and
Local Access System (ATLAS), a new initiative that will unify the department’s efforts to improve trail
access, connectivity, and outdoor recreation opportunities across Alaska.

As part of Administrative Order 361, responsibility for administering the federal Recreational Trails
Program (RTP) transferred from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to DOT&PF on October 1,
2025. Under the ATLAS initiative, the program will now be administered as the Multi-Use Trails Program.
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Following the transition, DOT&PF continued the open application cycle already underway and
worked with the newly formed Alaska Recreational Trails Advisory Committee (ARTAC) to evaluate project
proposals from communities and organizations across the
state. ARTAC reviewed and scored applications using
established program criteria, ensuring a transparent and
competitive process.

Based on ARTAC'’s recommendations, DOT&PF is
awarding more than $2.2 million in federal funding to 15
projects across Alaska. Fourteen projects will receive full
funding, and one project—the Petersville Trails and Rescue
Center (Groundbreaking Phase IIl)—will receive partial funding. The selected projects include motorized,
non-motorized, diversified, and safety and education trail projects that will improve recreational access,
enhance public safety, support local economies, and maintain critical trail infrastructure.

To see the rest of the news release including the list of projects that received grants, go here:

https://dot.alaska.gov/comm/pressbox/arch2026/PR26-0016.shtml
From Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities news release

STATE DOT ANNOUNCES SNOWMACHINE TRAIL GRANT AWARDS

The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has finally released a full list of
awards given out for the state Snowmachine Trail Program. You can see the awards here:
https://dot.alaska.gov/atlas/snow-trails/docs/grants/snow-trails-grant-awards-2026.pdf

The awards are funded from a combination of state and
federal funding. The information took so long to release because
“federal funds were very late arriving, and then we had one final
push to move around the final state awards,” according to
Rebecca Garrett, Frontier Roads and Sustainability Program
Manager. She added that “the funding amounts are bloated due
to the full federal awards arriving in March. Hoping for a cleaner

year coming up.”
While this program is aimed at snowmachine users, the work done by the groomers benefits all
winter users who use the trails that are groomed.

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES

‘ ALASKA STATE PARKS

June 11
ATTENTION PUBLIC USE CABIN USERS AND CAMPERS:

Alaska State Parks is transitioning from Reserve America to a new online
reservation platform for public use cabins, shelters, and other reservable facilities.
During this transition, reservations through Reserve America can only be made up
to December 31, 2026. The official changeover to the reservation platform will occur
on October 1, 2026. All existing reservations from Reserve America extending past 4 tyler
September 30, 2026, will be honored and carried over into the new reservation
platform.

Outdoor Recreation
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In addition, all existing customer accounts will be migrated to the new system; more information on
the new login process will be announced closer to the launch date. If your account has gift certificate credits
with Reserve America, those credits WILL NOT be transferred over to the new platform. All Reserve
America gift certificates will expire on September 30, 2026, so make sure to use them soon to book your
next adventure with Alaska State Parks!

DNR Press Release found here: https:/tinyurl.com/59yt7xyj

STATEWIDE LINKS

o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
e Opinion: A scenic trail should not come at the expense of Alaska access: https:/tinyurl.com/efksspm3

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

e Explore Alaska State Parks in 2026 App Passport Program: https://tinyurl.com/32hhhzk7

e Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant (deadline Oct 31): https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm
o Anaktuvuk hunters get permission to use ATVs in Gates of the Arctic: https://tinyurl.com/3kfb7ncb

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES AMERICA 250 TRAIL GRANT PROGRAM

APPLY America The Beautiful Foundation invites existing U.S. Forest Service partners to apply for trail
restoration

funding intended to help reopen trails, restore or improve access, and
increase long-term stewardship

| across the National Forest System. The focus of this program is trail
restoration.

) This first year of funding is designed to support trail improvement
across all 154 National Forests, with a long-term objective of supporting
restoration on 250 trails. America The Beautiful Foundation intends for this
program to continue beyond its first year and grow alongside the number of

trails restored.
Details:
0 Applicant pool: Existing U.S. Forest Service partners with agreements that authorizes them to
complete the proposed work.
0 Launch date: June 6, 2026.
0 Submission window: Open on a continuous basis, funding permitted.
0 Initial award announcement date: July 26, 2026.

Find out more here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DHJscWQH6cY1AQ4sq7cY57MKrgdW_ngb/view
From America The Beautiful Foundation story

AMERICAN HIKING SOCIETY LEADER TRAINING NOW OPEN TO ALL

LEARN American Hiking Society’s On Demand Crew Leader Training Program is now open to individuals
and organizations beyond AHS. This self-paced online course prepares new and experienced volunteers to
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lead trail service projects while creating safe, welcoming experiences for participants of all backgrounds
and skill levels.

Drawing on more than 50 years of experience organizing volunteer trail projects across public
lands in the U.S., the training includes 8-10 hours of flexible learning with videos, guides, and quizzes, plus
practical resources like equipment checklists for front country and backcountry projects, volunteer
communication templates, community agreements, and trail crew meal-planning guides.

Whether you're new to trail leadership or already organizing projects, this training provides the
tools and confidence to lead successful volunteer crews. A certificate of completion will be provided once

the course is finished. Find out more here: https://americanhiking.org/crew-leader-training/
From American Hiking Society newsletter

GROUP ADVOCATES FOR RESPONSIBLE USE OF PUBLIC LANDS
Responsible Stewardship is a volunteer 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to fostering stewardship
together for the betterment of our public lands, outdoor spaces and communities for everyone to enjoy
responsibly. The group does this through examples and through “Education Through Action.”

e See more of the group’s ethics here: https://www.responsiblestewardship.org/ethics

e Find out more about the group here: https://www.responsiblestewardship.org/

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’'s Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/

FUNDING

FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/

Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

Polaris T.R.A.I.L.S. grants (motorized projects; due March 1, Sept 1): https://tinyurl.com/y49dxbhe
Right Rider Access Fund to Support Access, Safety, and Trail Projects: https:/tinyurl.com/muwk4xej
Clif Family Foundation grants (for groups; ddlines March 1, August 1): https:/tinyurl.com/5bku286n
AllTrails Stewards Fund (deadline July 17): https://publiclands.alltrails.com/stewards-fund

2026 Trails Capacity Awardees: https://tinyurl.com/4dezshhb

OTHER LINKS

o Great American Outdoors Act 250 Introduced in Congress: https://tinyurl.com/3p8dm4bh

Biking on Long Distance Trails Coalition report: www.americantrails.org/resources/long-live-long-trails
Gov. Kim Reynolds announces new lowa Office of Outdoor Recreation: https://tinyurl.com/mwub43h3
2026 Recreational Trails Program Annual Achievement Award Winners: https:/tinyurl.com/2vuswvaj
How the Forest Service led the nation on National Trails Day: https://tinyurl.com/52m5prrj
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Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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