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LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	

• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     

(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR WHITE MOUNTAINS BRUSHING PROJECT 
VOLUNTEER The Interior Alaska Trails and Parks Foundation (IATPF) is sponsoring a trail brushing 
project on June 13 and 14 in the White Mountains National Recreation Area. Please read the following 
request from the group. 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help brush the three-mile loop of the Table Top Mountain Trail in 
Nome Creek Valley in the White Mountains National 
Recreation Area.   

We will be meeting at the Table Top Mountain 
Trailhead at 10am on Saturday, June 13th.  Volunteers 
will be provided trail tools to use, snacks, lunches and 
water to take with them. Bring work gloves, sunscreen 
and mosquito repellant to use. Sunglasses and raincoats 
may be handy to have, just in case.   

We will be providing a BBQ dinner that Saturday 
evening at the airstrip. If folks are interested, they can 
camp at the west end of the airstrip on Nome Creek 
Road (no restroom facilities) or in the BLM campgrounds 
if they want to spend the night.   

We are requesting folks to let us know if they are planning to attend so we can plan the 
number of lunches/dinners and what tools to bring.  Please send an email to 
iatpfoundation@gmail.com with the number of folks in your group that need lunches and if you will 
be staying for dinner.    

 
SPRING TRAILS REPORT GUIDES PEOPLE TO TRAILS READY FOR USE 
TREAD LIGHTLY Our high snowfall year combined with a colder-than-normal spring has kept many area 

trails softer than normal for this time of year.  
As you preparing for your trail activities, please remember that some trails 

are still not ready for use as they are too soft. That includes Birch Hill Recreation 
Area (not ready for bikes and horses; careful hikers and runners can pick their way 
around soft areas) and Ester Dome Singletrack Trails.  

Using soft, muddy trails can leave tracks and ruts that dry and make the 
trails difficult to use in summer. Those tracks and ruts also hold or channel water, 
which can increase erosion. Fortunately, some trails are ready to use. Please see 
the latest Spring Trails Report here: https://tinyurl.com/432bynjy  



 

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER  
JUNE 2026 

2 

 
ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR TRAIL PROJECTS  

BORROW As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects, remember 
that Alaska Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to 
organized trail groups in the Interior. The trailers have many trail tools 
including Mcleods, Pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If you would like 
to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth (gcorth@straydogs.us). 

 
SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
 
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 
 
May 25 
The Tanana Valley Watershed Association and the Fairbanks North-Star Borough will be 
holding Stream Cleanup Day on June 13.  

This event centers around volunteers spending time floating via canoe or walking 
in parkways along the Chena River and picking up litter. These activities are followed by a 
volunteer appreciation barbecue and picnic. 

If you'd like to help, find out more here: www.tvwatershed.org/stream-cleanup-day  
 
May 25  
REI Fairbanks has several June presentations relating to trail use (trail running, paddling, tents, cycling). 
Most are free. Find out more here: www.rei.com/events/p/us-ak-fairbanks  
 
May 5 
The Fairbanks Borough Trails Advisory Commission had a meeting on April 27. The commission is working 
on a letter of recommendation regarding use of commercial vehicles on recreational trails. Borough Trails 
Coordinator Andrea Jacobs also gave updates on several projects. You can see the meeting Action Memo 
here: https://tinyurl.com/ycrc2fju 

The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story about the discussion of the recommendation 
regarding use of commercial vehicles on recreational trails. 
 

From the story: 
--A draft letter to Borough Mayor Grier Hopkins uses an existing framework that the Parks and 
Recreation Department already uses for 
commercial use activities and contractor 
agreements. 

A commercial operator would 
submit an application with an operations 
plan and proof of insurance, which the 
Trails Advisory Commission would then 
review for a public hearing.-- 

 
--If the mayor approves the application, Parks and Recreation would process it and issue a six-
month agreement. Commercial operators would be required to pay 15% of their monthly proceeds 
and provide a season-end report. 
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“As a solution to the current trail maintenance funding and labor shortage, the TAC requests that 
these proceeds be deposited into a to-be-created multi-year trail maintenance fund rather than the 
general fund,” the draft policy states.-- 

 
The story has a lot more details. Read it here: https://tinyurl.com/3m65h9m6 
 
FAIRBANKS AREA HIKING CLUB FAN PAGE 
 
May 23 
After a few unsavory/unsafe experiences on the ADMA trails in the past week, I just 
want to remind everyone about the rules and regs that are posted as well as typical 
yielding patterns for those with working dogs.   

Please leash your dogs, please have said leashed dogs under control, 
please yield to dog teams (which does in fact include 2 dog bikejoring and 3 dogs 
with a cart), please pick up your dog's waste, please pay your trail fees.   

These rules apply both summer and winter.  This is a great trail resource in 
town for walking and recreating but please remember they are a primary location for 
dog powered sports and dog powered training.  Hope to see you out there! 
 
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH PARKS & REC 
 
May 29 
🦺Construction update! Two bike baths in the Lake Park of Chena Lake Recreation Area will undergo 
maintenance/repaving beginning Monday, June 1st, 2026. Please be advised of the closures and detour 
routes. 
 
BLM-WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
 
April 30 
🚫Seasonal travel limitations begin May 1 in the White Mountains National Recreation Area🚫 

BLM will implement summer season travel 
limitations in the White Mountains National Recreation 
Area starting May 1 to protect soft, thawing trails. 

To prevent damage during the spring 
transition, off highway vehicles will be temporarily 
restricted from: 

• Wickersham Creek Trail 
• Trail Creek Trail 
• 23 Mile Trail 
• Quartz Creek Trail 

 

The temporary restrictions begin May 1 and last until 
12:01 a.m. on June 15 or until BLM staff determines that trails are sufficiently dry to allow off-highway 
vehicles use that will not damage trails. 

Read the BLM news release: https://tinyurl.com/4ns4f83n  
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DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION 
 
May 3 
Once a year the board of the trails association meets and reviews policies, 
procedures, trail plans, possible new projects and miscellaneous duties associated 
with the board members responsibilities.  This year the retreat was an overnight at 
The Tangle Lakes Lodge.  It consisted of in person and zoom. To include a couple 
of birthday wishes with some very tasty cake and chocolate covered strawberries. 
 
INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps  
• State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm 
• Donnelly Dome Hike for National Trails Day (June 6): www.facebook.com/events/932987349770070/  

	
STATEWIDE	

 
ALASKA LONG TRAIL WEBSITE HAS MANY NEW FEATURES 
The Alaska Long Trail now has its own full-featured website! Alaskalongtrail.org (www.alaskalongtrail.org/) 
was previously home to the map portal displaying the route from Seward to Fairbanks. The new website 

has those same robust digital maps along with many new features: the 
status of each segment of the trail, resources for trip planning, answers to 
frequently asked questions, trip reports, a calendar of Alaska Long Trail-
related events, and a “Storymap”, a tool that brings you into the beauty and 
diversity of each section of the trail using imagery, animated maps, with 
links to guides and resources. 

Our goal is for this website to get people excited! Yes, it’s full of 
beautiful imagery, but more than just that: to show and tell the many amazing trails that can be traversed 
today. Everything from the known classics like Kesugi Ridge and Johnson Pass, to the lesser-known but no 
less epic trails like Victor Creek and the Nenana River Trail.  

The website is live now, so check it out: www.alaskalongtrail.org  
 
TRAILS CONFERENCE SHARES KNOWLEDGE, CREATES CONNECTIONS 
The Alaska Trails Statewide Trails Conference reminded us just how 
strong and connected Alaska’s trail community truly is. 

From reconnecting with trail partners and advocates across 
Alaska to a packed few days of learning, collaboration, and inspiration, 
the energy never let up. We spent time exploring the unique challenges 
and opportunities that come with building, maintaining, and advocating 
for trails in Alaska—and the people behind that work are what make this 
community so strong. 

Educational sessions, workshops, conversations, and shared 
experiences defined the week. From stewardship and accessibility to community impact and trail 
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innovation, every discussion reinforced the importance of trails in connecting people to places and to each 
other. 

And woven through it all was a strong sense of community—new 
connections, familiar faces, and a shared commitment to the future of trails 
across Alaska. 

Grateful for everyone who made this year’s conference such a 
success. The future of trails and trail work in Alaska is bright! 

If you missed any conference sessions or would like to revisit any, all 
presentations and session recordings can now be found on our website: 
www.alaska-trails.org/trails-conference  
 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN INCLUDES TRAILS, ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) continues to work on updating the Long-
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2055, a statewide multimodal plan that will guide transportation policy 
decisions for the next 30 years. See the main plan page here: https://publicinput.com/alaskaLRTP2055  
 The plan includes sections for trails and active 
transportation. All the documents below can be found here 
(https://publicinput.com/alaskaLRTP2055#tab-78317). Specific 
sections or mentions can be found in each document’s table of 
contents or by doing a search for “trail” or “active”. 

• The “Transportation Assessment” has been finished 
and updated to reflect input received during the public 
comment period and focus groups, held earlier. The 
Active Transportation Overview starts on page 110. A 
section about trails is on page 113. Trails also appear in a variety of other places in the 
assessment.  

• Trails and active transportation were mentioned in several comments noted in the “Transportation 
Assessment Comment/Response Log.”  

• Trails and active transportation were also noted several times in the “Focus Group Meeting And 
Survey Engagement Summary.”  

 
APPLICATIONS OPENING IN MAY FOR SNOWTRAILS PROGRAMS  
APPLY The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has announced that 
applications will open soon for the Snowtrails Program for Fiscal Year 2027.  

This application round will open from May 19 to June 5. The 
application package for this funding opportunity will posted on the Snow Trails 
website: https://dot.alaska.gov/atlas/snow-trails/  

The DOT&PF administers Alaska's Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) Recreational Trails Program (RTP) funds. The DOT&PF offers this 

competitive, reimbursable, matching trail grant for grooming public use snowtrails. 
The Snowtrail Grant Program provides up to 90% reimbursement of eligible costs for the entire 

project cost; grantees are responsible for 10% of the entire project cost. Eligible applicants include non-
profit, state government, local government, or tribal governments. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please email us at dot.snowtrails@alaska.gov  
From DOT&PF notice 
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WATCH FOR BIRD NESTS WHEN WORKING ON TRAILS 
Trail work sometimes requires downing trees or clearing shrubs. When doing so make sure not to violate 

the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which makes it illegal for anyone to 
“take” migratory birds, their eggs, feathers, or nests. “Take” includes 
destroying or damaging active bird nests or eggs. Different areas of 
the state have different sensitive periods generally occurring between 
April 15 and July 25. However, if you encounter an active nest at any 
time leave it in place and protected until young hatch and depart. 
“Active” is indicated by intact eggs, live chicks, or the presence of an 
adult on the nest. 

For more information and recommended time periods for avoiding vegetation clearing see: 
www.fws.gov/alaska-bird-nesting-season  

Photo from Denali 101: www.denali101.com/denalinationalpark/birds_of_denali.html  
 
ORGANIZATION AIMS TO HELP CLEAN UP TRAILS WITH YOUR HELP 
VOLUNTEER Clean Trails is an international 501(c)3 nonprofit organization with a world-wide community 
of people dedicated to keeping our wild places and the trails that access those spaces free of litter.  

According to the group, “study after study shows the highest indicator that someone will 
pick up litter is if they witness someone else picking up litter. That’s because peer group norms 
are more powerful than incentives, and when worked in concert with each other, they can 
provide impressive behavioral change impacts.” 

If you’d like to help with this effort, check out the group’s website: www.cleantrails.org/ 
 
HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE: 1% FOR THE PLANET, CLIMATE RIDE 
Climate change affects everyone, including trail lovers.  

Climate change and other environmental problems may seem like an overwhelming problem, but 
we humans created them, and we can solve them, too. Here are some things you can do right now. 
 
Join or Donate to 1% for the Planet 
The goal of this group is to “connect our members with high-impact environmental partners that align with 

their values and add to their brand story.” 
 The group was started in 2002 by Yvon Chouinard, founder of Patagonia, and Craig 
Mathews, founder of Blue Ribbon Flies. It now has more than 5,000 members. If you are a 
business, you can join the group. But even if you are not a business owner, you can still 
donate to the group.  

1% for the Planet does not focus solely on climate change, but that is a big part of 
it. If you become member, you get to choose your own cause.  

Find out more at: https://onepercentfortheplanet.org/  
 
Take a personal action 
Join or organize a fundraiser through Climate Ride: www.climateride.org/  

Climate Ride helps mobilizes people to protect our planet through life–changing adventures. The 
group organizes charitable biking, running, and hiking events to raise awareness and support sustainability, 
active transportation, and environmental causes. 
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You can join one of the many already scheduled events, many are in-person but some 
allow for virtual participation. Or you can organize your own event or adventure. The page has 
a Design Your Own Event under its Events dropdown menu. 

Find out more at: www.climateride.org/ 
 
STATEWIDE LINKS 
• State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm 
• Editorial: The megaproject Alaska should be talking about: https://tinyurl.com/4c4tjtzb 
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Explore Alaska State Parks in 2026 App Passport Program: https://tinyurl.com/32hhhzk7 
• Park Service proposes more cars & tour buses in Denali National Park: https://tinyurl.com/y32p2wnj  

o Comment here, deadline July 17: https://tinyurl.com/59fsw3jj 
• Sometimes Things Just Line Up (a Fairbanksan on Anchorage-area trails): https://tinyurl.com/3c88m8tn 
• Land & Water Conservation Fund Grant (deadline Oct 31): https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm  

	
NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	

 
NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 
• Am. Hiking Society’s Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/ 
 
FUNDING 
• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/  
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
• AllTrails Stewards Fund (April 20-June 30, 2026): https://publiclands.alltrails.com/stewards-fund 
 
OTHER LINKS 
• BUILD America 250 Poses Challenges for Active Transportation Future: https://tinyurl.com/h5merpt5 
• Forest Service Announces Additional 2026 Fee-Free Day on June 6: https://tinyurl.com/4f8cjpyu 
 
 
Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail 
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: 
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am president of the Fairbanks Cycle 
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter. 


