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LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	

• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     

(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

COMMENT SOUGHT ON SALE THAT WOULD SAVE ADMA TRAILS 
COMMENT The public has until May 15 to comment on a plan by the University of Alaska (UA) to sell two 
parcels of land totaling more than 370 acres to The 
Conservation Fund with the intent that the land eventually 
be incorporated into the Creamer’s Field Migratory 
Waterfowl Refuge.  

This land exchange, if completed as planned, 
would protect portions of the 19.8-mile Trail maintained by 
the Alaska Dog Mushers Association (ADMA) as well as 
portions of the Rat Ponds Loop ski trail developed by Stan 
Justice. The trails would be protected once they are a part 
of the refuge. 

The two parcels, 112 acres and 264 acres, lies 
between College Road, Farmers Loop Road, and the 
refuge. The area is commonly known as Great Northwest Peat Mine. 

This is the third proposed purchase from UA Lands by The Conservation Fund over the last six 
years. Previous purchases have resulted in the addition of more than 600 acres to the refuge. Stan Justice 
and the family of Joe Nava have also donated 90 acres as part of the process. Portions of several trails 
within those purchased and donated lands are now protected by being in the refuge. 

According to the university, the land is "generally considered to be wetlands with no constructed 
access and is zoned RA-5 (rural and agriculture district). The University intends to sell the College Road 
Parcels at or above fair market value." 

People must submit written comments to the University of Alaska Land Management Office by fax 
at (907) 786-7733, by email at ua-land@alaska.edu, or at the address found in the link no later than 5:00 
P.M. on May 15, 2026, to be considered. 

For more info see here: https://tinyurl.com/4xt2y4za 
 
ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR TRAIL PROJECTS  

As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects, remember that Alaska 
Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized 
trail groups in the Interior. The trailers have many trail tools including Mcleods, 
Pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If you would like to borrow one of the 
caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth (gcorth@straydogs.us). 

 



 

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER  
MAY 2026 

2 

REGISTER YOUR EVENT FOR NATIONAL TRAILS DAY 
REGISTER Registration is now open for National Trails Day®, happening Saturday, June 6! Join American 
Hiking Society and thousands of outdoor enthusiasts nationwide 
for a day of stewardship, adventure, and connection on the trails 
we all love. Whether you’re volunteering to give back, leading a 
hike, or simply exploring your favorite local path, there’s a way for 
everyone to participate. This annual celebration is a powerful 
reminder of the importance of protecting and enjoying our public 
lands. Sign up today, find an event near you, or register your 
own—and be part of this inspiring nationwide movement! 
 Register your event here: https://americanhiking.org/national-trails-day/host-information/  

From Paperless Trail, the American Hiking Society e-newsletter 

 
SPRING TRAILS ARE VULNERABLE, PLEASE USE WITH CARE 
TREAD LIGHTLY Please keep in mind how your trail activities might affect other trail users, especially in 
the spring.  

As snow melts and the ground thaws, the trails become extremely muddy. Using muddy trails at this 
time can result in ruts that stay all summer when the trails dry out. 
Those ruts can make the trails difficult to use all summer and into the 
next winter. They help create erosion by keeping water on the trails. 

But with a little thought this problem can be greatly reduced.  
• Try to be patient. Stay off the trails if you can. If you are unsure if 
a trail is ready to be used, check it out with the commitment to turn back 
if you are doing too much damage. 
• Choose low impact. If you use the trails in several different 
ways, choose the method of travel that will cause the least amount of 
damage if you do run into some muddy sections.  
• Pick your trails carefully. Use well-drained trails with lots of 
southern exposure. They typically dry out the quickest. If you must get 
muddy, please limit your activities to trails that are already thrashed.  
 

An alternative to using trails in the spring is to get out on foot or by bike 
and go explore quiet subdivision roads new to you. You get to be outside, be active, and probably find out 
new things about your community. For other ideas check out this blog post: https://tinyurl.com/yr24rmww 

Photo: Erosion on Ester Dome Singletrack Trails 

 
WATCH FOR BEARS, MOOSE CALVES WHEN OUT ON THE TRAILS 
Calving season for the moose starts in mid-May. Things can get dangerous really fast when you surprise a 
moose or get too close and the mama decides it’s time to protect her young. And, of course, bears are out 
of hibernation and active. To learn how to avoid surprising animals and deal with 
uncomfortable or dangerous situations, check out these resources: 

• www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livewith.moose 
• www.muni.org/Departments/parks/Pages/Wildlife.aspx 
• https://tinyurl.com/2w9sbnf5  

Photo Lisa Hupp/USFWS/Alaska region 
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ALASKA STATE PARKS POSITIONS CAN INCLUDE TRAIL WORK 
APPLY Alaska State Parks has a variety of seasonal positions through its the Alaska Conservation Corps 

(ACC), which are paid jobs, and its volunteer program. Tasks will vary and may include 
trail work, maintenance, fee station, or office work. Most positions begin in late May or 
early June. Some offices will start recruitment as early as March. You may wish to call the 
office in the area you wish to work in, to find out what positions they are offering this year 
and when applications are being accepted. For more information see:  

• ACC: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/accinstr.htm  
• Volunteer Program: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/vip/index.htm 

 
WATCH FOR BIRD NESTS WHEN WORKING ON TRAILS 
Trail work sometimes requires downing trees or clearing shrubs. When doing so make sure not to violate 

the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which makes it illegal for anyone to 
“take” migratory birds, their eggs, feathers, or nests. “Take” includes 
destroying or damaging active bird nests or eggs. Different areas of 
the state have different sensitive periods generally occurring between 
April 15 and July 25. However, if you encounter an active nest at any 
time leave it in place and protected until young hatch and depart. 
“Active” is indicated by intact eggs, live chicks, or the presence of an 
adult on the nest. 

For more information and recommended time periods for avoiding vegetation clearing see: 
www.fws.gov/alaska-bird-nesting-season  

Photo from Denali 101: www.denali101.com/denalinationalpark/birds_of_denali.html  
 
SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
 
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 
 
April 21  
The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story on the most recent update regarding the Chena Riverwalk 
Phase III project. 

The FAST Planning Policy Board voted last week to buy Alaska 
Railroad-owned land for the project for just under $800,000. However, the 
strip of land is about 80 to 120 feet wide and within the Chena River 
floodplain, which would require an elevated trail.  

From the story: 
 

--The design would require a 1,378-foot metal elevated structure across the 
Chena River floodplain, bringing the project’s total cost to $7.1 million, a 
massive increase compared to $1.7 million in 2018.— 
 

Read more details in the story here: https://tinyurl.com/yy7ssumd 
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April 7  
The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story on a proposed luxury lodge on the flanks of Ester Dome off 
Henderson Road. If you have used trails in that area, this is why they have been closed off recently. From 
the story.  
 

--Dan Keck, owner of start-up dx/dt, and his team envision a 
massive 188-room main lodge, 100 “glass” houses, wilderness units 
and five villas, all funded by private investment. Attached to that, 
but under a separate management structure, the event center 
would supplant the Carlson Center as a venue to host hockey 
games, concerns and other large events.-- 
 

--Keck said he’s aware of “counterforces” to his proposal. He said on one occasion a group of 
youths allegedly pelted the building with paintball guns, while a man allegedly threatened to shoot 
up his building “because there is no space for anything like this in Fairbanks.” 

Keck said he closed off the trail system on the property because of the incidents, put up 
large signs with his number and a request that people call to grant access to the trails.-- 
 

See the story, with many more details, here: https://tinyurl.com/mv62yt7e 
 
And here is a post from the lodge Facebook page 

 

North Star Grand Lodge 
April 6 
Here's an early look at the planned trails for North Star Grand Lodge in 
Fairbanks, AK. Sled & ATV paths, walking trails, 4x4 routes, and more 
across 187 acres. Lots more to come! 

 
April 16  
Here's a KUAC story on the proposed lodge on the flanks of Ester Dome off Henderson Road. If you have 
used trails in that area, this is why they have been closed off recently. See the story here: 
https://tinyurl.com/2dp5pe3y 
 
April 15  
The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities is proposing improvements to the Sheep 

Creek Rd & W. Tanana Dr intersection in Fairbanks. Please add your 
comments. 

Besides adding a roundabout, the department is proposing to move 
parking for the University of Alaska Fairbanks trails, now on the west side of the 
road, to the east side of the road. This would put the parking area on the same 

side of the road as the trail system, so no more having to cross the road to get to the trails!  
You can submit your comments to Ethan E. Graetz, P.E. at ethan.graetz@alaska.gov 
Learn more here: https://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/sheepcreek-tanana/  

 
April 4 
During the 2026 paddling season, Fairbanks Paddlers will be offering ten stipends for up to $150 to club 
members who enroll in and complete courses to develop or improve paddling or river safety skills. 

Find out more here: https://www.fairbankspaddlers.org/news/paddling-scholarships/  
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INTERIOR ALASKA LAND TRUST 
 
April 29 
It’s official! We have formally donated our Cripple Creek Headwater parcels to the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough, nearly doubling the size of the Isberg Recreation Area! 
This addition expands recreation opportunities for the community while also supporting 
salmon conservation efforts downstream 🐟 

Learn more about the journey leading up to this donation here: 
www.interioralaskatrails.org/2025/09/14/isberg-recreation-area-nearly-doubles-in-size/  

 
ALASKA DNR - DIVISION OF FORESTRY & FIRE PROTECTION - DFFP 
 
April 13 
🚨 Spring Breakup Advisory for Fairbanks Forestry Roads 🚨 

Fairbanks Area Forestry urges the public to avoid driving on Tanana Valley State Forest roads 
from April 13 to May 15 🗓. This is crucial to prevent costly 
damage to roads during the spring thaw. ❄ 

Affected logging roads include Cache Creek, Nenana 
Ridge, Rosie Creek, Skinny’s, Bonanza Creek, Standard Creek, 
Two Rivers, Mosquito Creek, Jenny M, and Quartz Lake 
Extension. 

Getting stuck or damaging a road this time of year isn’t 
worth a load of firewood. Let’s work together to protect Alaska’s forests and roads. 

https://akfireinfo.com/2026/04/13/avoid-driving-on-fairbanks-forestry-roads-during-breakup/  
 
INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps  
• State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm 
• Ride to Tolovana Roadhouse: A Misadventure in Reality Warping: https://tinyurl.com/4duy6ssv 
• A Tanana River Challenge Win? Really? Maybe!: https://tinyurl.com/yexfsurz 
• ADMA Fairgrounds Reroute Work Party, May 17 (Fairbanks Trails Inc.): https://tinyurl.com/y8j76mfr 

	
STATEWIDE	

 
APPLICATIONS OPENING IN MAY FOR SNOWTRAILS PROGRAMS  
APPLY The Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has announced that 
applications will open soon for the Snowtrails Program for Fiscal Year 2027.  

This application round will open from May 19 to June 5. The 
application package for this funding opportunity will posted on the Snow Trails 
website: https://dot.alaska.gov/atlas/snow-trails/  

The DOT&PF administers Alaska's Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) Recreational Trails Program (RTP) funds. The DOT&PF offers this 

competitive, reimbursable, matching trail grant for grooming public use snowtrails. 
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The Snowtrail Grant Program provides up to 90% reimbursement of eligible costs for the entire 
project cost; grantees are responsible for 10% of the entire project cost. Eligible applicants include non-
profit, state government, local government, or tribal governments. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please email us at dot.snowtrails@alaska.gov  
From DOT&PF notice 

 
STATEWIDE TRAILS CONFERENCE HAPPENING IN MAY 
ATTEND Our Trails Conference is right around the corner, on May 6-8 at Hilltop Ski Area and the BP 
Energy Center in Anchorage, or virtually via Zoom. 
 Registration is already open. We will have both 
in-person and virtual options for attendance. We hope 
you can join us, and we welcome your ideas and 
feedback on how to make the most of this gathering.  

Find the conference agenda and how to 
register on our website: www.alaska-trails.org/trails-
conference  

We’ve got all sorts of great presentations, 
including from Luc Mehl, owner of Triple Point Training, 
on “Mountain Lessons in Risk Management”, from Jane Boer, Alaska Long Trail Program Officer, on 
“Summer 2026 Experiences on the Alaska Long Trail,” and from Mike Shields, Trail Consultant, and Tim 
George, Kijik Technical Services, on “Trail Blasting – What, Why, and How It’s Different.” Learn about more 
presentations in our Facebook posts later in this newsletter.  

To view recorded sessions and presentation slides from past conferences see our archives at: 
www.alaska-trails.org/conference-archive-links.  

 
TRAILS CAPACITY GRANT CALL FOR PROPOSALS NOW OPEN 
APPLY American Trails and Bronco Wild Fund are pleased to continue the Trails Capacity Grant Program 
in 2026.  

This program is targeted for projects on all federal public lands, as well 
as state, local, and private lands accessible to the public. Project applicants 
may include nonprofit organizations, businesses, or agencies at the federal, 
state, or local level. American Trails is administering this grant program, and is 
soliciting proposals for funding, with awards between $2K and $15K per 
project. Deadline is May 15 by 11:59 PM Pacific Time. 

Special Focus for 2026: American Trails and Bronco Wild Fund are 
particularly interested in proposals that enhance the following areas: 

• Opportunities for multi-use trails, particularly those that cater to both 
motorized and nonmotorized activities. 

• Projects that establish crucial links to expand trail networks or broaden the scope of current trail 
systems. 

 

Find out more here: https://www.americantrails.org/the-trails-capacity-program  
 
STATEWIDE LINKS 
• State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm 
• Alaska Recreational Trails Advisory Committee Meeting (May 7): http://notice.alaska.gov/223239  
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• Iditarod Trail Invitational 2026 (Jay Cable): https://tinyurl.com/3evvj8fb 
• Hikers still can’t do full Chilkoot Trail as remote border remains closed: https://tinyurl.com/35tdehpd  
• Ned Rozell: Fatbiking to Nome 

o Rolling through a blank spot on the map: https://tinyurl.com/4rxkrjz3 
o Biking trail ends at the western coast: https://tinyurl.com/3zja8vxu  

 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Explore Alaska State Parks in 2026 App Passport Program: https://tinyurl.com/32hhhzk7 
• Future of Juneau’s Forest Service lab in limbo: https://tinyurl.com/47r4t9zp  
• Regenerative Outdoors Visioning Project: https://tinyurl.com/fazkhb35 
• Senators condemn Trump administration's National Park Service cuts: https://tinyurl.com/333t9ju5  
• Nenana River Pedestrian Bridge project (near Denali National Park): https://tinyurl.com/9y3dfyz3 

	
NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	

 
CRT ANNOUNCES 2026 RTP TRAILS ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
NOMINATE The Coalition for Recreational Trails (CRT) is excited to be accepting nominations for its 2026 
achievement awards which will recognize outstanding trail projects funded by the Recreational Trails 
Program (RTP). CRT will host an awards ceremony honoring the winners on June 25, 2026. 

Deadline for nominations is May 20, 2026. 
Award winners will be selected from projects nominated by public agencies, trail administrators or 

other project sponsors. Projects must be completed to receive an award. In addition, projects completed 
before 2020 are ineligible. Project award categories include:  
• Construction and Design 
• Maintenance and Rehabilitation 
• Public-Private Partnerships and Access to Public Lands 
• Community Linkage 
• Education and Communication 
• Accessibility Enhancement 
• Multiple-Use Management and “Corridor Sharing” 
• Use of Youth Conservation/Service Corps and Community 

Outreach 
• Engaging Public-Sector Partners 
• Enhancement of Federal Lands 
  
The CRT invites you to nominate an outstanding project and/or encourage the sponsor(s) of an excellent 
project in your state to submit a nomination. The group also again encourages those making nominations to 
solicit support from their members of Congress to grow awareness of excellent RTP-funded projects and 
the program itself. 

Nominate a Project: https://form.jotform.com/242965073397165?blm_aid=41528  
View previous winners: https://tinyurl.com/5bwshzc6 
Learn more about the current award process: https://tinyurl.com/2s8v726s  
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GROUPS ANNOUNCE HIKE THE HILL 2026 TRAIL PRIORITIES 
The American Hiking Society (AHS) and the Partnership for the National Trails System (PNTS) have 
released their 2026 trail priorities, focusing on three main areas. 

First, they're urging Congress to reauthorize the 
National Parks and Public Lands Legacy Restoration Fund 
through the America the Beautiful Act (S. 1547), which expired 
in 2025 and is critical for addressing the deferred maintenance 
backlog on trails and public lands nationwide.  

Second, they're calling for robust FY27 appropriations 
across multiple federal agencies — including the Forest 
Service, National Park Service, BLM, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
USGS, and Department of Transportation — with specific funding targets for trail maintenance, 
conservation, and visitor services.  

Third, they're pushing to protect and strengthen the Transportation Alternatives program and the 
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) during surface transportation reauthorization, noting that RTP has 
funded more than 30,000 trail projects benefiting tens of millions of users but currently receives less 
funding than non-highway recreational fuel taxes contribute to the Federal Highway Trust Fund. 

See the trails priorities list here: www.americantrails.org/resources/hike-the-hill-2026-trail-prioroties  
 
NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc.): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 
• Am. Hiking Society’s Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/ 
• ConservationVIP newsletter (April): https://tinyurl.com/yc658efs  
 
FUNDING 
• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/  
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
• AllTrails Stewards Fund (April 20-June 30, 2026): https://publiclands.alltrails.com/stewards-fund 
 
OTHER LINKS 
• National Outdoor Recreation Conference (May11-14): https://tinyurl.com/4h5sb7pd 
 
 
Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail 
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: 
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am president of the Fairbanks Cycle 
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter. 


