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FAIRBANKS WINTER TRAILS CHALLENGE ENDS IN MID-MAY

The Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department is again hosting its Winter Trails
Challenge after a delay.

The signs were finally put up in January after a delay due to a variety of issues, including the
Interior’s recent weeks-long deep cold snap. Because of this registration will be extended into mid-May.
This popular ongoing event is free and open to anyone. Registration is required to be eligible for prizes and

awards.

The Fairbanks Trails FAIRBANKS
Challenge is an all-ages, all- : ;‘
abilities, outdoor scavenger hunt m
designed to get you out with your
friends and family to explore our CHALLENGE

wonderful local trails, both new and "
familiar. Each summer and winter
season, Parks Department staff X
temporarily install special signs in _

secret locations along a dozen or so
local trails. While the signs are up,

the public is invited to visit the trails and try and find the signs. Along the way hopefully you have a chance
to learn new skills, see new places, and make positive memories.

Participants who find at least ten signs during the event can win prizes from local sponsors and the
coveted Trailblazer Award. Participants under the age of 10 can find at least five signs to win the Junior
Trailblazer Award. Participants 60 and over can try for the Sourdough Trailblazer Award by finding at least
five signs. And the event also has a Pawblazer Award for furry companions.

You can share your selfies with signs on the Facebook Event under the Discussion tab.

e Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/778697784566267/778697791232933

For more information

e Parks & Rec online portal: https://secure.rec1.com/AK/fairbanks-north-star-ak/catalog

e Trails Office page: https://www.fnsb.gov/1195/Trails-Programs

e Trails Challenge guide book: https:/tinyurl.com/3cpphuff

e Finisher checklist: https:/tinyurl.com/4c73z28u

The Delta Junction Trails Association is also having a Winter Trails Challenge.
e DJTA website: https://www.deltajunctiontrails.com
e DJTA Facebook: https://lwww.facebook.com/DeltaJunctionTrails/

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




SPRING TRAILS ARE VULNERABLE, PLEASE USE WITH CARE

TREAD LIGHTLY Please keep in mind how your trail activities might affect other trail users, especially in
the spring.
As Snow melts and the ground thaws, the trails become extremely muddy. Using muddy trails at this
N B time can result in ruts that stay all summer when the trails dry out.
i Those ruts can make the trails difficult to use all summer and into the
next winter. They help create erosion by keeping water on the trails.
- But with a little thought this problem can be greatly reduced.
| e  Try to be patient. Stay off the trails if you can. If you are unsure if
{ a trail is ready to be used, check it out with the commitment to turn back
if you are doing too much damage.
g4 o Choose low impact. If you use the trails in several different
1 ways, choose the method of travel that will cause the least amount of
% damage if you do run into some muddy sections.
1 e  Pick your trails carefully. Use well-drained trails with lots of
| southern exposure. They typically dry out the quickest. If you must get
| muddy, please limit your activities to trails that are already thrashed.

~ 2! An alternative to using trails in the spring is to get out on foot or by bike
and go explore qwet subd|V|S|on roads new to you. You get to be outside, be active, and probably find out

new things about your community. For other ideas check out this blog post: https://tinyurl.com/yr24rmww
Photo: Erosion on Ester Dome Singletrack Trails

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

‘ FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

March 29
Remember to speak up for trails and greenspace!

Shared from Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks & Rec h oA
March 28 2026 Annual
&\We need your input! The Parks & Recreation department are asking the o Survey
community for feedback to help enhance our programs, facilities, and outdoor — :
spaces! Survey link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LTPWQPL

' Parks & Rec

March 18
New cabin in the Chena River State Recreation Area. Drive up access and you can immediately access the
Stiles Creek Extension Trail from it.

Shared from Alaska State Parks

March 17

In honor of Mary Shields during Women's History Month, Alaska remembers a true trailblazer of the North.
In 1974, Mary made history as the first woman to finish the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, opening the trail
for generations of women in dog mushing. She later completed multiple Yukon Quest races and other long-
distance adventures, always driven by a deep love for the land, her dogs, and the spirit of exploration.

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2026



Known for her fierce independence, generosity toward fellow mushers,
and the remarkable bond she shared with her sled dogs, Mary inspired
countless people to step onto the trail and discover Alaska’s wild places.
A longtime resident of the Fairbanks area, Mary Shields passed
away on July 14, 2025, at the age of 80. Today, the Mary Shields
Memorial Cabin stands as a tribute to her enduring impact on dog
mushing and to the freedom, kindness, and joy she brought to life on the
trail.
*4% Her legacy continues to run strong across Alaska.
You can book the Mary Shields Memorial Cabin here: https://tinyurl.com/yxejefrp

March 24

The Fairbanks Daily News-miner has a story on the Ester Dome Listening Session put on Saturday by Rep.

Ashley Carrick. Nearly 200 people attended. Many were local residents who expressed concern that large-

scale mining is not compatible with nearby residential areas.

. According to the story, Sheree Dohner, who lives nearest the
mine site, said that Ester Dome is no longer a rural area.

--She noted that it’s also transformed into a recreational destination for

hundreds, including hikers, cyclists, berry pickers, skiers, mushers and the

Ester Dome Singletrack, which is used by the annual Equinox

Marathon.—

Not everyone at the session spoke in opposition to the mine.
--Roger Burggraf, the largest private landowner on Ester Dome, voiced overall support for mining.
When asked by resident Garrison Collette whether he was leasing his old Grant Mine property for
antimony, Burggraf said another mining company was leasing it for gold exploration.

“Mining creates revenue, jobs and opportunities,” Burggraf said Saturday. “There would be no
Fairbanks here today if it weren’t for mining. It created wealth.”--

The story also cites a letter from Gary Evans, USAC'’s chairman and chief executive officer, to the mine
company's shareholders.

--Evans also told shareholders to expect increased activity for its Alaska assets in 2026.--

See the whole story, including more comments from local residents here: https://tinyurl.com/m3ze4ejr

March 16
The Delta Junction Trails Association is holding a membership drive. If you use the Delta-area trails, please
consider being a member. If you don't know about the Delta-area trails, find out more here:
https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/#Richardson-Highway

Find out more about the DJTA here: https://www.deltajunctiontrails.com
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March 5

The (Mental Health) Trust Land Office has posted a Final Best Interest Decision to lease 440 acres of trust
land for a waste rock dump to support the Fort Knox Mine. The land is near the mine and adjacent to land
purchased by Fairbanks Gold Mining from the Trust Land Office in 2012.

The document mentions concerns from the public
regarding protections of the Gilmore-Cleary Summit Trail. It
also notes several public right-of-way easements, including
the Gilmore-Cleary Summit Trail, in the area.

"FGMI is aware of the various encumbrances,
including but not limited to the Gilmore-Cleary Summit Trail
and is required to work with each appropriate authority for any
portion of activity that may affect the trail, other encumbrance,
or right. There is a formal, statutory and regulatory public process if FGMI later needs to close that portion
of the trail or reroute, that is outside the scope of this decision."

See the entire document here: https://tinyurl.com/9uvvadt9

Before the decision was made, the Trust Land Office solicited comments. This blog post,
encouraging people to comment, discussed concerns about protections for the Gilmore-Cleary Summit
Trail: https:/tinyurl.com/4fetn964

March 3

The Fairbanks Borough Assembly passed its Capital Improvement Program (CIP) priority list at its regular
meeting last week and it includes $500,000 as a match for the multipurpose building at Birch Hill
Recreation Area.

The Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks is the motivator behind this project and is finding match funding
for it from outside the borough budget. In addition to space for the NSCF to use, the building is planned to
have a warming area for recreation area users.

The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story the Assembly vote on the CIP. See it here:
https://tinyurl.com/45y78vkp

‘ FAIRBANKS TRAIL INC

March 26
Stan Justice
| talked to the owners of the golf course, and they agreed to make me the manager of the ski/skijor facility
during the snow season. To that end | plan to post the attached signs to clarify the rules. Thank you for
your support and enjoy the last of the ski/skijor season.

See the sign here:
www.nscfairbanks.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Sign-2026-Fairbanks-Golf-Course.pdf

March 14
Interns Mack and Jack are coming to work on trails for us in June, July, August. | shoveled off the 1972
T 3 Subaru Loyal that they use for a work vehicle. It is lower than modern Subarus but
OMG we have a lot of snow. As | shoveled first the roof popped back into shape
then the hood popped and then the whole car popped up a tad. LOL. We are fund
raising to help pay rent. Checks go to FTI, 1750 Reed Circle, Fairbanks AK 99709.
Or use donate button on our page. https://www.facebook.com/FairbanksTrailsInc
Thanks!!!
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DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION

March 28

Happy Spring to the DJTA Winter Trails Challenge participants! For those of you who
have completed the challenge, please email your names and pictures since our tracking
of other media is hit or miss. deltajunctiontrailsassociation@gmail.com. Then attend our
annual meeting May 27th at the Sullivan Roadhouse to pick up your sticker. We will also
draw for prizes at that time. The Challenge will continue until breakup, so you have a little
more "winter" time to get out and explore our local trails.

INTERIORWIDE LINKS

e Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps
o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
e ATanana River Challenge Win? Really? Maybe!: https://tinyurl.com/yexfsurz

STATEWIDE

STATEWIDE TRAILS CONFERENCE HAPPENING IN MAY

ATTEND The Alaska Statewide Trails Conference is right around the corner, on May 6-8 at Hilltop Ski Area
and the BP Energy Center in Anchorage, or virtually via Zoom.

Registration is already open. There will be have both in-person and
virtual options for attendance.

More information on the conference, including how to register and how
to access it virtually, can be found on our Trails Conference page: www.alaska-
trails.org/trails-conference

To view recorded sessions and presentation slides from past
conferences see the archives at: www.alaska-trails.org/conference-archive-
links.

Here's information about our first session on Wednesday, May 6: “Trail
Blasting — What, Why, and How It's Different *

The venerable Mike Shields will be teaming up with Tim George of Kijik Technical Services to
teach a blasting session to kick off the conference. This session will provide
an overview of blasting as a “precision tool” in trail work: Let's turn a boulder
#9 into tread gravel or wall-rock slabs without blowing either into the next

=4 county!

Can we efficiently blast trail across a bedrock face or steep large-

-~ % block talus slope? Let’s directionally blast-fell a large, rotted snag within a

o % campground. Can | really blast steps in bedrock? Why is explosive gas-
LT ES | pressure so important? The session will cover “blast” definitions, available

o ! | explosive products, the variety of blasted mediums, general blast design

Mike Shields (both hole-loads and surface loads), and licensing requirements. Blasting

examples will be used throughout to illustrate the critical points separating “success” from “OOPS!”,

starting with job planning and management.
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REGISTER YOUR EVENT FOR NATIONAL TRAILS DAY

REGISTER Registration is now open for National Tralls Day®, happening S
Hiking Society and thousands of outdoor :

enthusiasts nationwide for a day of
stewardship, adventure, and connection on the
trails we all love. Whether you're volunteering
to give back, leading a hike, or simply exploring
your favorite local path, there’s a way for
everyone to participate. This annual celebration
is a powerful reminder of the importance of
protecting and enjoying our public lands. Sign
up today, find an event near you, or register
your own—and be part of this inspiring nationwide movement!

Register your event here: https://americanhiking.org/national-trails-day/host-information/
From Paperless Trail, the American Hiking Society e-newsletter

ALASKA STATE PARKS POSITIONS CAN INCLUDE TRAIL WORK

APPLY Alaska State Parks has a variety of seasonal positions through its the Alaska Conservation Corps
(ACC), which are paid jobs, and its volunteer program. Tasks will vary and may include
trail work, maintenance, fee station, or office work. Most positions begin in late May or
early June. Some offices will start recruitment as early as March. You may wish to call the
Zud > | office in the area you wish to work in, to find out what positions they are offering this year
and when applications are being accepted. For more information see:

e ACC: http:/dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/accinstr.htm
e Volunteer Program: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/vip/index.htm

WATCH FOR BIRD NESTS WHEN WORKING ON TRAILS

Tra|I work sometimes requires downing trees or clearing shrubs. When doing so make sure not to violate
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which makes it illegal for anyone to
“take” migratory birds, their eggs, feathers, or nests. “Take” includes
destroying or damaging active bird nests or eggs. Different areas of
the state have different sensitive periods generally occurring between
April 15 and July 25. However, if you encounter an active nest at any
time leave it in place and protected until young hatch and depart.
“Active” is indicated by intact eggs, live chicks, or the presence of an
adult on the nest.

For more |nformat|on and recommended time periods for avoiding vegetation clearing see:

www.fws.gov/alaska-bird-nesting-season
Photo from Denali 101: www.denali101.com/denalinationalpark/birds_of denali.html

HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE: JOIN OUTDOOR ALLIANCE, COMPOST

Climate change affects everyone, including trail lovers.
A warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme events like snow droughts
and rain-on-snow events. In summer, climate change can bring more droughts, wildfires, flooding, and
INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2026



permafrost thawing. These impacts will get worse unless we slow climate change by reducing our
greenhouse gas emissions. Here are two things you can do right now to help make a difference.

Join Outdoor Alliance
Outdoor Alliance is a nonprofit coalition that mobilizes outdoor enthusiasts to protect public lands and

waters. This includes, but is not limited to, climate change.
The coalition is made up of several national advocacy organizations, OUTDOOR: > ALLIANCE
including Winter Wildlands Alliance, the Mountaineers, the American Alpine CONSERYATION POWERED 8Y OUTO0OR RECREATION

Club, American Canoe Association, and the International Mountain Bicycling
Association. The group also relies on individuals.

As an individual, you can donate or sign up for action alerts. Find out more here:
www.outdooralliance.org/get-involved

Take a personal action

Find ways to not waste food. If thrown into the trash and to the landfill, rotting food creates
methane, a potent greenhouse gas. Be more cognizant of your how you make and use your
meals. Consider composting, even if you don’t garden.

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES
AMERICAN TRAILS

February 27
ADVOCATE @ Want to make a big impact for trails — even from your own community?

Watch the “Advocate Locally: Make a National Impact for Trails” recording with Partnership for
the National Trails System and Continental Divide Trail Coalition to learn how to engage with elected
officials, request meetings with congressional staff, shape your meeting agendas, and use local trail events
to influence federal priorities. This is the final virtual briefing from #Hike TheHill 2026 with American Hiking
Society.

Recording available now! https://buff.ly/ubvSqJl

STATEWIDE LINKS

State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
Bike and walking trails lose hundreds of millions under Trump: https://tinyurl.com/ywphun7d
Alaska Recreational Trails Advisory Committee Meeting (May 7): http://notice.alaska.qov/223239
Ned Rozell: Fatbiking to Nome

0 Time to hit the trail westward: https://tinyurl.com/ysp8rc8d

0 Alaska bike journey rolls along: https://tinyurl.com/5ffisjwj

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e Map The Trap: Reporting Traps Along Recreational Trails: www.akwildlife.org/safetrails
o Explore Alaska State Parks in 2026 App Passport Program: https://tinyurl.com/32hhhzk7
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NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’'s Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
o Conservation VIP newsletter (End of winter-Early March): https://tinyurl.com/yd94b5r7

FUNDING

e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/trailtrust.com/

e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

e AllTrails Stewards Fund (April 20-June 30, 2026): https://publiclands.alltrails.com/stewards-fund

OTHER LINKS

Rep. Introduces Parks to People Active Transportation Act: https://tinyurl.com/kh7r7ank

National Outdoor Recreation Conference (May11-14): https://tinyurl.com/4h5sb7pd

The Future of Trails: Volunteers: https:/tinyurl.com/4eténnsm

Oregon Has Found a New Way to Fund Wildlife Conservation: https://tinyurl.com/4xc9hf27

From Resilience to Momentum- Hike the Hill 2026: https://tinyurl.com/wxmij4srh

Hike the Hill 2026 Trail Priorities: https:/tinyurl.com/3ajj6ufy

Western Govs Call on Congress to Reauthorize America the Beautiful Act: https:/tinyurl.com/bdej7xhz

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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