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LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	

• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     

(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

FOUNDATION OFFERS GRANTS FOR TRAILS, PARKS PROJECTS 
Do you have a trail or park project that needs a little funding to help make it a fantastic experience? The 
Interior Alaska Trails and Parks Foundation 
(IATPF) is offering $10,000 grants for 2026 
projects to repair and maintain public recreation 
trails and park facilities.  

Information about the Interior Trails and 
Parks Foundation grant program and a 
downloadable grant application can be found at 
www.iatpf.org/project-grants. Applicants seeking 
IATPF grant funding must submit the project 
grant application to iatpfoundation@gmail.com 
by March 31.   

The IATPF is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization and has helped to fund trailhead kiosks and 
improvements, rehabilitation of the Ester Dome Single Track Trail, brushing the Alaska Dog Mushing 
Association race trails and local hiking trails and supporting volunteer trail crews.   

More information on the Interior Trails and Parks Foundation and local trail projects can be found 
here: 

• IATPF website: https://www.iatpf.org 
• IATPF FaceBook page: https://www.facebook.com/iatpfoundation/ 

From the Interior Alaska Trails and Parks Foundation; photo of Ester Dome Singletrack work by Geoffrey Orth 
 
FAIRBANKS PARKS AND REC WINTER TRAILS CHALLENGE IS LIVE 
The Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department is again hosting its Winter Trails 
Challenge after a delay. 
 The signs were finally put up in January after a delay due to a variety of issues, including the 

Interior’s recent weeks-long deep cold snap. Because of this 
registration will be extended into mid-May. This popular ongoing 
event is free and open to anyone. Registration is required to be 
eligible for prizes and awards.  

The Fairbanks Trails Challenge is an all-ages, all-abilities, 
outdoor scavenger hunt designed to get you out with your friends 
and family to explore our wonderful local trails, both new and 

familiar. Each summer and winter season, Parks Department staff temporarily install special signs in secret 
locations along a dozen or so local trails. While the signs are up, the public is invited to visit the trails and 
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try and find the signs. Along the way hopefully you have a chance to learn new skills, see new places, and 
make positive memories.  

Participants who find at least ten signs during the event can win prizes from local sponsors and the 
coveted Trailblazer Award. Participants under the age of 10 can find at least five signs to win the Junior 
Trailblazer Award. Participants 60 and over can try for the Sourdough Trailblazer Award by finding at least 
five signs. And the event also has a Pawblazer Award for furry companions.  

You can share your selfies with signs on the Facebook Event under the Discussion tab. 
• Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/778697784566267/778697791232933 

For more information 
• Parks & Rec online portal: https://secure.rec1.com/AK/fairbanks-north-star-ak/catalog   
• Trails Office page: https://www.fnsb.gov/1195/Trails-Programs    
• Trails Challenge guide book: https://tinyurl.com/3cpphuff   
• Finisher checklist: https://tinyurl.com/4c73z28u   

 
The Delta Junction Trails Association is also having a Winter Trails Challenge. Most of the trails 

are accessible by skis.  
• DJTA website: https://www.deltajunctiontrails.com   
• DJTA Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DeltaJunctionTrails/  

 
ADMA TRAIL WARNING: 2024-25 RACING SEASON UNDERWAY 
This is to notify users of the Alaska Dog Mushers (ADMA) Jeff Studdert Trail System that championship 

races, including the 79th running of the Open North American Championship, will be 
held on March 7,8,9, and 14,15, and 16. Other races may be conducted on the trail 
system by other groups such as the Fairbanks Skijoring and Pulk Association and the 
Fairbanks Cycle Club. 

ADMA races generally are held between 10 AM and 4 PM, but certain trail 
turns or access points may be blocked before or after that when the ADMA grooms 
and prepares the trail. The specific trails that will be utilized in the races can be found 
on the ADMA website (https://alaskadogmushers.com/) or Facebook page. A map of 
the Jeff Studdert Race Trail can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/bdruskeb. (The trails 

are also on Trail Forks here: www.trailforks.com/region/alaska-dog-mushers-trails-33292/.) 
See more here: https://tinyurl.com/49vwcm6a  

By Jeff Conn, ADMA Race Marshal; photo from ADMA website 

 
SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 
February 17 
At its regular meeting on February 12, the Fairbanks Borough Assembly passed a resolution allowing the 

borough mayor to apply for a grant to begin local planning and design 
efforts for the Alaska Long Trail between Fairbanks and Nenana. 

The resolution passed on the consent agenda, which means 
there was no public hearing specifically for the resolution and no 
assembly person wanted to pull it out of the consent agenda for further 
discussion. 

For more information see this pre-meeting post: https://tinyurl.com/yc3vbj6j 
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February 3 
At its regular meeting on January 29, the Fairbanks Borough Assembly voted to spend $53,114 to provide 
match funding for two projects that will improve access to two popular trail-focused recreation areas. 
 
The projects will: 
--Pave the gravel Birch Hill Access Road from Wilderness Drive to the upper 
parking lot.  
--Pave a gravel road in Tanana Lakes Recreation Area on Westlake Lane 
continuing to a portion of Northlake Lane. 

The vast majority of the cost of the projects will be paid for by federal 
funding through the Fairbanks Area Surface Transportation (FAST) Planning organization. The Birch Hill 
project is estimated to cost $235,690. And the Tanana Lakes project is estimated to cost $275,786.  

Construction is scheduled to begin in 2026. 
Photo from Federal Highway Administration website: Existing dusty conditions on Northlake Lane. 

 
February 1 
According to a recent report, a 3200-foot stretch of the Chena Riverwalk project could cost more than $7 
million to build for a variety of reasons.  

Most of the cost would be from building a boardwalk across a section of the Chena River 
floodplain.  

The trail would run on the north side of the Chena River from the current 
pedestrian bridge - between the Carlson Center and Pioneer Park - to Peger 
Road and then north to Peger's intersection with Phillips Field Road.  
 
--Alternate designs that avoid the riverside and leverage existing infrastructure, 
such as the Chena Landing Road, would cost less than $500,000. All designs 
start and end in the same places. 

However, Pristash said any adjustments to designs “could have 
consequences” with funding. The riverwalk segment has federal funding that 
clearly spells out its commitments and selecting an alternate design would affect that funding.-- 
 
--The FAST Planning Technical Committee and Policy Board will actively discuss various issues in 
February and March.-- 
 
Read the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner story, which has a lot more details: https://tinyurl.com/y69ez5n3 
 
February 12 
Take the survey and remember to speak up for trails, trails-focused parks, and trails activities, like the trails 
challenges. 

Shared from Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks & Rec 
February 11  
📣We want your feedback!! The Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks & Recreation Department is 
inviting the public to share their thoughts on activities and amenities offered in our community. Your 
feedback will help us enhance programs, facilities, and outdoor spaces for everyone! Survey link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LTPWQPL  
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February 16 
Rep. Ashley Carrick is holding a listening session on March 21 about mining operations on Ester Dome. 
Shared Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/2103884263755317/  
 
FAIRBANKS TRAILS, INC. 
February 18 
What to do if you encounter a groomer while out on the trails? Get ready to go to one side or the other. If 

you have a dog pull it in tight. Then wait until you see which edge is being 
groomed and move to the other side. If you are painting a room, you spend most 
of your time cutting the edges. The same goes for grooming. If we are going down 
the middle, we are going faster so takes less time. The edges are where we focus 
on as traffic does not help pack there. And we generally can't stop, especially if we 
are dealing with a dump of super light snow. The drag gets loaded with snow and 

machine traction is minimal. If we stop, we might have to shovel off the accumulated snow in order to get 
going again. Unless we gambled and punched the throttle and the track dug a big hole. Then we are in for 
30 minutes of thrashing around to get going again. LOL 

And "we work for kudos" so thank them. ADMA, Birch Hill, and UAF have paid groomers but the 
rest of us just love to groom. And non-profits are notorious for low wages. And if you have spare $$ make a 
donation to your favorite grooming organization. 
 
ALASKA DOG MUSHERS ASSOCIATION 
February 18 
I try my best to treat everyone with respect, that being said when you devote over 400 hours of your time 
and put in over 5,000 miles a season grooming trails and you see people 
damaging or using the trail system improperly, I have a tendency to take it 
personally! Yesterday we ran into a group of young boys out riding 
snowmachines, about 4 or 5 of them. It was a good chance to talk to them about 
trail etiquette as they could see we were grooming. Thought I made some 
progress and had a decent conversation with the boys. Well, when I went back 
in the evening, they absolutely ignored my requests and destroyed the trail for 
any other users not to mention nullifying the hours Todd & I put in yesterday! 
Please talk your your teenagers about being respectful, following proper trail 
etiquette, the rules of riding and who has the right of way.  

Enjoy the trails and you can help support our non-profit by purchasing a membership to ADMA and 
or a trail pass for utilizing the trail system. This can be done on the ADMA website. 
Ana'Basee, ADMA Trailboss, Carl Erhart 
 
INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps  
• State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm 
• Bike/ped Path Projects: Birch Hill, Hurst roads (cmnt due March 20): http://notice.alaska.gov/222762  
• Story about Borough Capital Project List Raises Concerns About Trails: https://tinyurl.com/ypzwahmx  
 
INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps  
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STATEWIDE	
 
ALASKA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION SEEKS TRAILS INPUT ON PLAN 
TAKE ACTION As part of its Long-Range Transportation Plan process, the Alaska Department of 
Transportation is including trails.  
 In February, focus groups were held on the 
plan and two included trails: Active Transportation 
and Winter Roads & Trails. The online focus group 
discussions have already been held, but you can 
still participate. As part of the process, DOT is gathering comments and other information. 

• Fill out the focus group surveys by March 8. 
o Active Transportation: https://publicinput.com/k42140  
o Winter Roads & Trails: https://publicinput.com/t00800  

• Submit a User Story: https://publicinput.com/alaskaLRTP2055#tab-66533  
• Sign up for email updates: https://publicinput.com/alaskaLRTP2055#tab-66361   

 
Also, you can hear or read a story on about the inclusion of trails in the planning process on KUAC public 
radio in Fairbanks: https://tinyurl.com/4ekstpjd 
 
ADVENTURER, INSTRUCTOR OFFERS NAVIGATION APP ADVICE 
The following comes from Luc Mehl, a backcountry adventurer who runs a business teaching people about 
wilderness trip planning and safety. See more at his website: https://thingstolucat.com  
 
A common question in my trip planning course is which navigation app is best. I'm a 'super user,' meaning I 
justify multiple subscriptions and cherry-pick the best features from each app. But when asked to boil it 
down, here's what I came up with: 

• 𝐂𝐚𝐥𝐓𝐨𝐩𝐨: Best for heavy lifting, 
communication, editing, printing, live tracking, 
and organization. The only reason I’m not 100% 
on CalTopo is that the downloadable satellite 
imagery for Alaska is low-resolution. This is not 
an issue in the Lower 48, though there is still a 
limit to how many tiles you can download (which 
is true for all of the apps—it isn't their fault). 

• 𝐎𝐧𝐗: Best for backcountry skiing, hunting, and 
identifying private land boundaries. The ski 
layers are very impressive. 

• 𝐆𝐨𝐚𝐭 𝐌𝐚𝐩𝐬: Best for simplicity and 
affordability. Clean, and half the cost. This is a 
great option for folks new to navigation apps. 

• 𝐆𝐚𝐢𝐚: Best for downloading satellite imagery for offline use. Gaia probably has the most mature 
interface; it has been around a long time. But it has fallen behind the others in adding new features 
and improvements. 
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ALASKA STATE PARKS POSITIONS CAN INCLUDE TRAIL WORK 
APPLY Alaska State Parks has a variety of seasonal positions through its the Alaska Conservation Corps 

(ACC), which are paid jobs, and its volunteer program. Tasks will vary and may include 
trail work, maintenance, fee station, or office work. Most positions begin in late May or 
early June. Some offices will start recruitment as early as March. You may wish to call the 
office in the area you wish to work in, to find out what positions they are offering this year 
and when applications are being accepted. For more information see:  

• ACC: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/accinstr.htm  
• Volunteer Program: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/vip/index.htm 

 
REGISTRATION OPEN FOR UPCOMING MAY TRAILS CONFERENCE  
ATTEND The Annual Statewide Trails Conference is coming up Wednesday, May 6 - Friday, May 8, and 
we’d love to have you join us! This year the conference is going to have a slightly different structure with 
each day having a specific focus so attendees can prioritize the topics most applicable to them. 

• Wednesday, May 6th 
o Location: Hilltop Ski Area 
o Focus: Technical Skills for Trail Building 

• Thursday, May 7th 
o Location: Hilltop Ski Area 
o Focus: Tricky Topics Discussed in Working Groups 

• Friday, May 8th 
o Location: BP Energy Center 
o Focus: Funding, Policy and Project Presentations 

Stay tuned for the full agenda in the coming months! You can learn 
more and register on our website: www.alaska-trails.org/trails-conference  

Would you like to present at our conference this year? Email us at office@alaska-trails.org 
To view recorded sessions and presentation slides from past conferences see our archives at: 

www.alaska-trails.org/conference-archive-links.  
From Alaska Trails newsletter 

 
USE “PICK. CLICK. GIVE.” TO DONATE TO ALASKA TRAILS DONATE  
DONATE Giving back to the trails you love is easy! Help maintain, improve, and build new trails for you and 

your fellow Alaskans by choosing Alaska Trails for your annual Pick. Click. Give. 
Donations. When you file for your PFD, choose Alaska Trails to ensure the trails in 
our backyards are safe, sustainable, and fun for all and that we can complete the 
Alaska Long Trail, a world-class trail system connecting Seward to Fairbanks!  

Giving through your PFD is a secure and easy way to make a donation. 
When you file for your PFD online, you will be given the opportunity to select a non-
profit to receive a portion of your PFD. If you do, please remember Alaska Trails. If 

you use “Pick. Click. Give” you will be able to check a box that authorizes the state to send your name, 
contact information, and the amount you give when it sends contributions to an organization. We want to 
acknowledge and recognize your generous support, and this is the only way we will know it’s you making 
the gift. For more information on “Pick. Click. Give.” visit: www.pickclickgive.org/ 

Link to the Alaska Trails “PCG” page: https://pickclickgive.org/organization/Alaska-Trails  
From Alaska Trails newsletter 
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SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES  
ALASKA STATE PARKS 
February 6 
❄ Alaska State Parks Trail Conditions Update ❄ 

Looking for the latest trail conditions across Alaska? Our statewide trail conditions report is your 
go-to resource for current grooming updates, closures, and recreation info 
from parks around the state. 
From fat biking and skiing to snowmachining and winter walking, conditions 
can change fast — so we encourage everyone to check the latest updates 
before heading out: 
👉 https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm  

Huge thanks to Alaska State Parks staff and volunteers statewide for 
keeping trails accessible all winter long. Please recreate responsibly, be 
courteous to other users, and enjoy Alaska’s incredible winter trail system. 

 
ANCHORAGE MUSEUM 
February 25 
Roman Dial's 'Crossings' exhibition recently closed, but the 
adventure stories live on through this evening with Dial and fellow 
outdoor enthusiasts as they reflect on the landscapes they have 
traversed by bikepacking. Guests include Charlie Kelly, Roger 
Cowles, Jon Underwood, Eric Parsons, Bjorn Olson, Kim McNett 
and Lael Wilcox.  

6 p.m. Tuesday, March 3, in the Auditorium or Online via 
Crowdcast. Free, registration recommended. Watch live and 
recording on Crowdcast: https://tinyurl.com/2s4stk2m 
 
STATEWIDE LINKS 
• State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm 
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Map The Trap: Reporting Traps Along Recreational Trails: https://www.akwildlife.org/safetrails  
• Explore Alaska State Parks in 2026 App Passport Program: https://tinyurl.com/32hhhzk7 
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NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	

 
TAKE ACTION TO SUPPORT TRAILS, WALKING, & BIKING PROGRAMS 
TAKE ACTION Americans deserve transportation options. Right now, Congress is working on the next 
surface transportation reauthorization bill and the decisions 
made now will shape how safe, affordable, and connected our 
transportation system is for years to come. We’ve already heard 
one leading member of Congress say, the next bill will have no 
funding for “bike paths or walking paths. We’re going to spend 
money on traditional infrastructure — that’s roads and bridges.”   

A broad coalition of more than 1,100 organizations, 
businesses and elected officials has sent a letter to 
congressional leaders urging them to protect and strengthen 
federal investments in bicycling and walking, including the 
Transportation Alternatives (TA) program and critical safety 
provisions for people outside of cars. 

Read the coalition letter: https://tinyurl.com/mrxbwrc9 
Now lawmakers need to hear directly from you 
Several organizations, including American Trails, are 

working together to protect federal funding for trails. You can 
help, too. See how here: 
https://www.keepamericaactive.org/take-action  

Besides American Trails, other groups involved in the effort include the League of American 
Bicyclists, the American Hiking Society,PeopleForBikes.org, and the Rails to Trails Conservancy. The are 
sending a letter to Congress to show support for America’s trails, walking and biking infrastructure and the 
funding programs that help make them possible. 

Learn more at: www.keepamericaactive.org  
From Rails to Trails Conservancy email 

 
REI COOPERATIVE ACTION GROUP SEEKS LETTER WRITERS 
SEND LETTER The REI Cooperative Action Network is seeking people to send letters asking Congress to 
support robust funding and implementation for several critical programs. 
• Reauthorizing the Active Transportation Infrastructure Investment Program 
• Funding the Transportation Alternatives Program 
• Funding the Recreational Trails Program 
• Passing the Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Active Transportation Safety Act 
 

Find out more and send your letter here: https://tinyurl.com/5n7v3m4v 
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BECOME CERTIFIED AS A TRAIL TECHNICIAN THROUGH COLLEGE  
NorthWest Arkansas Community College (NWACC) in Bentonville, Arkansas, now offers a Trail Technician 

program. In just one year, you can earn a certificate of proficiency or a 
technical certificate in trail-related fields and get ready for careers like crew 
member, manager, project manager, and designer. 

Partnering with NOCTI, NWACC worked with the Trail Skills Project 
and industry leaders to create a standardized exam for the Trail Technician 
certification. This written test includes questions designed to assess a 
person’s factual and theoretical knowledge in trail building and maintenance. 

Find out more here: https://tinyurl.com/22k99vwj 
 
NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 
• Am. Hiking Society’s Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/ 
 
FUNDING 
• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/  
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
• Trail Accelerator Grants (mntn biking; closes Mar 15): www.imba.com/programs/trail-accelerator-grants 
• AARP Community Challenge grants (deadline March 4): https://tinyurl.com/4dhjjjj8 
• AllTrails Stewards Fund (April 20-June 30, 2026): https://publiclands.alltrails.com/stewards-fund 
 
OTHER LINKS 
• Robots Are Learning to Hike Your Favorite Trails. Here’s Why: https://tinyurl.com/yynnf8tj 
 
 
 
Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail 
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: 
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am president of the Fairbanks Cycle 
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter. 
 


