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FAIRBANKS PARKS AND REC WINTER TRAILS CHALLENGE IS LIVE

The Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department is again hosting its Winter Trails
Challenge after a delay.

The signs were finally put up in January after a delay due to a variety of issues, including the
Interior’s recent weeks-long deep cold snap. Because of this registration will be extended into mid-May.
This popular ongoing event is free and open to anyone. Registration is required to be eligible for prizes and

awards.

The Fairbanks Trails Challenge is an all-ages, FAIRBANKS
all-abilities, outdoor scavenger hunt designed to get you W 5‘
out with your friends and family to explore our wonderful
local trails, both new and familiar. Each summer and CHALLENGE
winter season, Parks Department staff temporarily install X

special signs in secret locations along a dozen or so local
trails. While the signs are up, the public is invited to visit

the trails and try and find the signs. Along the way

hopefully you have a chance to learn new skills, see new places, and make positive memories.
Participants who find at least ten signs during the event can win prizes from local sponsors and the

coveted Trailblazer Award. Participants under the age of 10 can find at least five signs to win the Junior

Trailblazer Award. Participants 60 and over can try for the Sourdough Trailblazer Award by finding at least

five signs. And the event also has a Pawblazer Award for furry companions.

e Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/778697784566267/778697791232933

e 2025-26 Winter Trails Challenge guide: https:/tinyurl.com/3cpphuff

TIME TO COMMENT ON BOROUGH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

COMMENT The Fairbanks Borough is updating its Comprehensive Plan and now is the time to speak up
for trails and greenspace.

The plan is a “a big-picture guide” for the next 20 years, covering things
like housing, land use, economic development, and transportation. All those
things have some relation to trails and greenspace.

The borough has held several open houses about the plan and there
will be more opportunities for input. There is also a “virtual roadshow” that you
can look at here (https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVJuOR-Q8=/). This process will
- last into 2026. But people can comment now and commenting makes a big
difference in shaping things to come.

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




A plan like this is so huge it seems overwhelming, but don’t be intimidated. Just think of what you
would like the borough to look like in 20 years. Feel free to comment with a big brush. You can comment on
all the things you want to include in one comment, or you can comment on issues one at a time in different,
focused comments. Right now, planners just want to get a sense of what’s important to borough residents.

Find out more, including how to comment, in this blog post: https://tinyurl.com/ysbazxch

ADMA TRAIL WARNING: 2024-25 RACING SEASON UNDERWAY

This is to notlfy users of the Alaska Dog Mushers (ADMA) Jeff Studdert Trail System that championship
. == races, including the 79th running of the Open North American Championship, will
| also be held on February 15 and 16 and March 7,8,9, and 14,15, and 16. Other
races may be conducted on the trail system by other groups such as the
Fairbanks Skijoring and Pulk Association and the Fairbanks Cycle Club.

ADMA races generally are held between 10 AM and 4 PM, but certain
trail turns or access points may be blocked before or after that when the ADMA
grooms and prepares the trail. The specific trails that will be utilized in the races
can be found on the ADMA website (https://alaskadogmushers.com/) or
#| Facebook page. A map of the Jeff Studdert Race Trail can be found here:
| https://tinyurl.com/bdruskeb. (The trails are also on Trail Forks here:

I www.trailforks.com/region/alaska-dog-mushers-trails-33292/.)

See more here https://tinyurl.com/49vwcm6a
By Jeff Conn, ADMA Race Marshal; photo from ADMA website

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

January 28
Recently found out about some trails in the Farmer's Loop / McGrath | ﬁ
Road area groomed by volunteer groomer Christopher Morse. If you

live in this area, these are good trails to get out to ride your fatbike //"
and are a good way to avoid some road riding if you commute. Other /

trail users are welcome on them, too. The Fairbanks Cycle Club has
created a loop map -- which includes portions of the Farmer's Loop
and McGrath bike/ped paths -- on its Ride with GPS page. Check it out here:
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/53817379

January 29
Take the survey and remember to speak up for trails, trails-focused parks, and trails activities, like the trails
challenges.

Shared from Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks & Rec

January 28

[It's that time of year again! The Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks & Recreation Department is
inviting the public to share their thoughts on activities and amenities offered in our community. Your
feedback will help us enhance programs, facilities, and outdoor spaces for everyone! Survey link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LTPWQPL

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY 2026



January 22
Are you having trouble navigating more urban trails, like those that parallel roads, because of snow buildup
or other maintenance issues? Then you need to find the right agency to reach out to explain your situation.
There's a resource that can help you with that. It's called Who Maintains My Road?"

This interactive map is focused on roads, but trails and sidewalks that parallel roads are almost
always maintained by the same agency.

Find the appropriate road on the map, then click on it. A window will come up with the associated
agency and contact information.

https://tinyurl.com/56p75a75

January 20
At its regular January 15 meeting, the Fairbanks Borough Assembly unanimously passed an ordinance to
spend an additional $15,349 for match funding for two projects to improve trails.

" In June the Assembly voted to spend $27,455 for
| these projects. The additional funding is needed because
costs have increased. The borough match is about 9% of the
| total cost.

Work will include spot repairs on the Chena
Riverwalk. In the Chena Lake Rec Area, work will include spot
repairs to the already-paved south loop trails and would pave
m—_— 8 the now-gravel peninsula trails. The south loop and peninsula
trails are connected. (The work does NOT include the dirt River Park trails.)

See the ordinance here: https://tinyurl.com/snk93yv6

Thank you to everyone who contacted assembly members encouraging them to vote for this
ordinance.

Photo of the Chena Riverwalk from the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner

January 20
This is another reminder about what the Interior Alaska Land Trust does for trails in the area. Notice on the
map that access to two important multi-use trails was preserved by the trust. These trails are used by a lot
of motorized and non-motorized users. Thank you, IALT!

If you care about trails in the Fairbanks area, consider joining or donating to the IALT:
https://interioraklandtrust.org

Shared from Interior Alaska Land Trust
January 3
A few weeks ago, we shared the story of the Steffensen-Dix property and its role in connecting the
Goldstream Public Use Area.
To start the new year, we want to go back to the
beginning.
The Blueberry Preserves was the first property iy
ever conserved by the Interior Alaska Land Trust. When o
this land came up for sale in the early 2000s, Goldstream
residents stepped forward with a shared vision: keep this
place open, wild, and accessible for the community.
Thanks to local donations and strong community — [==e——a—e™ A s s
support, IALT was able to purchase and permanently SeRTTy PresKrves Reciep
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protect this 111-acre wetland landscape. Today, the Blueberry Preserves connects pieces of the
Goldstream Public Use Area, supports wildlife habitat, protects water quality in Goldstream Creek,
and remains a beloved place for berry picking, skiing, and quiet exploration.

This property set the foundation for everything that followed. It showed what was possible
when neighbors, donors, and landowners come together to protect the places that define Interior
Alaska.

If you've ever picked blueberries here, skied past this sign, or simply appreciated the open space
along Ballaine Road, you've experienced the legacy of IALT’s very first conservation success.

As we look ahead to the year to come, we're grateful for everyone who has helped grow
this work and for those who continue to support protecting land for future generations.

January 13

If you like using the trails out in the Goldstream Valley, we've found out about
a new trail grooming report. The reports are about the trails around the Peat
8 Ponds and the Dunbar Trail stretching to the west. The grooming and reports
4 are courtesy of Metropolitan Garage. See the report page here:
7 3 https://metropolitangarage.com/fairbanks-trail-grooming/
Find out more about the Peat Ponds here: https://tinyurl.com/57nvpzch

January 12

The Folk School has several upcoming classes that may be of interest to trail users.
--Feb 7: Wilderness First Aid

--Feb 13: Making Alaskan Snowshoes

--Mar 1: DIY Pack Race

See those and more here: https://folk.school

January 7

-~ | The fall 2025 issue of the Interior Alaska Land Trust is available online. The IALT has

m INTERIOR ALASKA
LAND TRUST

been one of the most important groups in the Fairbanks area in regard to saving
greenspace and trails. Take a look at the issue and considering becoming a member
and/or donating to the group.

https://interioraklandtrust.org/donate/

See the fall 2025 issue here.
https: //mtenoraklandtrust org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-IALT-Newsletter Website.pdf

INTERIORWIDE LINKS

e Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps
e Trail-breaking: Is it 'closing' or 'opening' the loop?: https://joshspice.exposure.co/an-iron-balto-story

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
o Wilderness First Aid, Feb 8 (Folk School): https://folk.school/event/wilderness-first-aid/2026-02-08/
e Passing Clinic designed to help skijor, bikejor, and mushing teams, Feb 14: https://tinyurl.com/4bp3tx7k
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STATEWIDE
REC TRAILS PROGRAM APPLICATION DEADLINE IN FEBRUARY

APPLY The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) recently moved to the Alaska Department of Transportation
and Public Facilities (DOTPF) from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). The change has brought
about several changes, including an application deadlrne of February 20

The application process is 17 :
unchanged. Those who applied for RTP
grants this cycle when it was still under DNR
do not need to reapply.

The old RTP website has been
replaced by the new "Multi-Use Trails
Program" page. See the new page here
(https://dot.alaska.gov/atlas/multi-use-trails/).
It is a subpage of the new "Alaska Trails and
Local Access Systems (ATLAS)" See that
page here (https:/dot.alaska.gov/atlas/).
DOTPF also has another trails-related webpage caIIed
https://dot.alaska.gov/wrap/

A new advisory board has been formed to oversee and help choose the RTP applications. The new
board is called the Alaska Recreational Trails Advisory Committee (ARTAC). You can see a page for that
board here (https://dot.alaska.gov/atlas/artac/). ARTAC decisions are advisory only. Final decisions on the
grants are made by DOTPF in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

The contact person for the state programs is Rebecca Garrett, Frontier Roads and Sustainability

Program Manager (rebecca.garrett@alaska.gov; 907.223.4664).
Photo by Geoff Orth of the Ester Dome Singletrack Trail System, built largely with RTP funds.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SEEKS APPLICANTS

APPLY Applications for the National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program
are due on March 1.

NPS-RTCA welcomes applrcatrons from community groups, nonprofit organizations, tribal
governments, national parks, and local, state and federal agencies.
NPS-RTCA does not provide financial assistance or monetary
grants. As a collaborative partner, the program provides
professional services to help others achieve their conservation and
outdoor recreation project vision.

NPS-RTCA staff pair their professional planning, design

S 0N and technical expertise with the partner team and knowledge
experts from the communrty Based on the complexity of the project, RTCA staff tailor their assistance to
meet the needs of the partner and help them navigate a path to success. Although NPS-RTCA is not a
grant-funding program, it can help identify potential funding sources for projects.

Find out more at: https://www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/index.htm

‘Wrnter Rural Access Programs.” ee it her:
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WINTER TRAIL GROOMING PROGRAMS NEED YOUR HELP

DONATE/SERVE Winter is upon us and if there is no snow on the ground in your area, there soon will be.
Many winter trails activities require (or at least are much improved by) grooming, such as
snowmachining, skiing, mushing, and fatbiking. If you

engage in an activity that is improved by grooming, please . ALASKA STATE PARKS
remember to support those efforts. There are several ways 2 Traé Groomng Aveas
you can help. B N o

If you use an area that is clearly groomed and has a
grooming fund, make sure to donate. Not all trails that are
groomed have a specific grooming fund, but you can also
join or donate to the group that is doing the grooming. Look
for signs that tell you how you can help.

You can also support the Alaska Snowtrail Grant
Program, which provides funds for grooming in several areas
of the state. The grooming this program provides benefits
more than snowmachiners. Anyone who uses the groomed
trails benefits, including fatbikers, skiers, mushers, and
hikers. You can’t donate to the Snowmachine Trails
Program, but you can help it by making sure to register your
snowmachine, which is what funds the program. You can
also serve on the SnowTRAC board, which advises the state 2 = /
administration on how the funds are spent. Finally, you can | = ]
advocate for the program. In years past, administrations have tried to cut the program as part of budget
cutting measures. However, strong advocacy has kept the program alive.

To find out more about the program see: https://dot.alaska.gov/snowtrails/program.shtml
Most importantly, get out there and enjoy all the great winter trails we have in Alaska!

JOIN GROUP, IMPROVE HOME EFFICIENCY, SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE

JOIN, ACT Climate change affects everyone, especially winter sports enthusiasts like snowmachiners,
mushers, cross-country skiers, and fatbikers.

A warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme events like snow droughts
and rain-on-snow events. These will just get worse unless we slow climate change, which means we need
to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

Here is something you can do right now to help make a difference.

Join Winter Wildlands Alliance

https://winterwildlands.org/

Winter Wildlands Alliance is a national nonprofit organization working to fight to protect
America’s snowscapes.

One of the group’s ambassadors is Luc Mehl, an Alaskan cross-country skier,
wild ice skater, and all-around outdoors adventurer. Mehl is just one of many winter
athletes who are ambassadors for the group. See Mehl’s profile and all the other Winter
Wildlands Alliance (WWA) ambassadors here: https://winterwildlands.org/ambassadors

Climate change is just one of the issues the group fights for, but it’s a big one.
Climate change affects everyone, especially winter enthusiasts.
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Take a personal action
Improve energy efficiency of your house. There are many steps you can take to improve your home’s

energy efficiency. Some are as easy as screwing in a light bulb, while others are more
complicated, such as adding insulation. Ideas about on the internet. Here are two articles
with some good ideas from: @
o Earthwatch: https://tinyurl.com/yb4ysb6y
o This Old House: https:/tinyurl.com/5xdxfuty ]

Photo courtesy of Luc Mehl: Mehl shows off a field repair he did on a ski binding while out on a long ski.

ALASKA TRAILS ANNUAL REPORT SHOWS TRAIL SUCCESSES IN 2025

Thanks to an incredible commumty of supporters 2025 was a huge year for Alaska’s trails.
: e Our 2025 Annual Report is out now, and it's full of
i exciting stories from the trail: major projects completed,
€44 new connections made, and a vision for an Alaska linked by
& safe, sustainable trails for everyone.
1 From maintaining beloved routes to continuing the
i Alaska Long Trail's progress across the state, we made
meaningful steps toward our vision of an Alaska connected
by sustainable trails. None of this would have been possible
without your support. We hope you'll take a moment to
24 explore what we accomplished in 2025 and see the real
| impact you're making on the trails that bring us together.
Thank you for being part of this journey.
= ik Dive into the 2025 Annual Report to see highlights
from Iast year's trail prOJects and learn how community support is shaping the future of trails we all love:
https://tinyurl.com/y7cppnmz

From the Alaska Trails statewide newslefter

USE “PICK. CLICK. GIVE.” TO DONATE TO ALASKA TRAILS DONATE

DONATE Giving back to the trails you love is easy! Help maintain, improve, and build new trails for you and
your fellow Alaskans by choosing Alaska Trails for your annual Pick. Click. Give. Donations. When you file
for your PFD, choose Alaska Trails to ensure the trails in our backyards are
safe, sustainable, and fun for all and that we can complete the Alaska Long
Trail, a world-class trail system connecting Seward to Fairbanks!

Giving through your PFD is a secure and easy way to make a
donation. When you file for your PFD online, you will be given the
opportunity to select a non-profit to receive a portion of your PFD. If you do,
please remember Alaska Tralils. If you use “Pick. Click. Give” you will be
able to check a box that authorizes the state to send your name, contact
information, and the amount you give when it sends contributions to an
organization. We want to acknowledge and recognize your generous
support, and this is the only way we will know it’s you making the gift. For more information on “Pick. Click.
Give.” visit: www.pickclickgive.org/

Link to the Alaska Trails “PCG” page: https://pickclickgive.org/organization/Alaska-Trails

From the Alaska Trails statewide newsletter
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ALASKA TRAILS SEEKS CANDIDATES TO SERVE ON BOARD

SERVE There are many ways to give back to the trails you love and support Alaska Trails. Donations
4.2 | (www.alaska-trails.org/donate) and volunteering with our Alaska Trail
Stewards program (https:/tinyurl.com/hybsm3nz) are popular - and
much appreciated - ways to support our organization. Board Service
1 (https://www.alaska-trails.org/board-staff) is another way to support our
1 organization as we work to improve trails for all Alaskans. The Alaska
Trails Board is a fun group of hard-working, trail-loving individuals. The
Board meets six times a year and helps to steward the financial and
strategic future of the organization, while supporting Alaska Trails staff
B \ia committee participation and at major Alaska Trails events. If you're
mterested in Board service, pIease send a brief letter of interest to office@alaska-trails.org and we will

share more details about what Board service entails.
From the Alaska Trails statewide newsletter; photo from 2023 on-trail board retreat

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES
ALASKA STATE PARKS
January 23
&)Get Outside with OuterSpatiall 4
Exploring Alaska State Parks this winter or planning adventures for the year ahead? Don't forget to
download the OuterSpatial app and take part in the Alaska State Parks Passport Challenge!
With the Passport Challenge, you can: :
* Check in at Alaska State Parks across the state on mairsia s
» Earn unique digital badges for each park you visit Eﬁif’f&r‘gﬁ
* Track your adventures all in one place
* Access maps and trail info, even offline
Whether you're heading out for a First Day Hike or exploring year-
round, |t’s a simple and fun way to make every park visit count. :
= Learn more and get started here: https://tinyurl.com/y55pp68n
Download the OuterSpatial app today and start building your Alaska State Parks passport!

December 31
Now Introducing: The Alaska State Parks Passport Challenge, Starting Jan 1st! «

From rugged coastlines to alpine trails, Alaska State Parks span some of the most
breathtaking landscapes in the country. The new Passport Challenge turns your park visits
into a modern-day travel log — with digital badges you can collect, revisit, and build over

time.
i@ Each check-in stamps your passport, helping you capture your journey across 31
eme=s | Alaska State Parks in a way that feels both nostalgic and brand new.
Whether you're hiking K, skiing X biking &b, camping <&, or just stopping to take in the views
&, every visit becomes part of your story LU
To get started, download the OuterSpatial app, select Alaska as your community, and join the
Passport to Alaska’s State Parks challenge.
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After you download the app jump into the Passport Challenge:
https://outerspatial.link/mp2GsYkdxZb
Where will you go first?

DENALI HIGHWAY TRAIL CLUB

January 14
We have started to groom!! Paxson-Mile 1 to Mile 68 has been groomed this week! The Seven Mile Lake
trail was also done. Come on out and check how great these trails look.

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC FACILITIES

January 28

DOT&PF works with local partners through the Snowmachine Trail Grant Program to help fund the
development and maintenance of trails used for snow travel. The program supports grooming, marking,
and signing snow trail systems across Alaska — helping ensure #safe and reliable winter access.

Through partnerships with 13 nonprofit organizations, this work helps keep 1,600+ miles of trails
groomed statewide.

Thank you to Denali Snowcat Services / Zack's Towing and Petersville Community Non-Profit for
grooming the Denali Highway (Cantwell to Mile 68) for all users — dog teams, snowmachiners, skiers, fat-
tire bikers, hikers, and remote lodge access.

Learn more: https:/dot.alaska.gov/atlas/snow-trails/

STATEWIDE LINKS

o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

e Map The Trap: Reporting Traps Along Recreational Trails: https://www.akwildlife.org/safetrails

e 100-mile Ice Skate in Katmai National Park (Luc Mehl): https://tinyurl.com/49cb33re

o Explore Alaska State Parks in 2026 App Passport Program: https://tinyurl.com/32hhhzk7

o Dispute between trapper and dog owner ends up in Alaska’s federal court: https://tinyurl.com/2s3ry7v9

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

JOIN AHS LOCALLY/VIRTUALLY TO ADVOCATE FOR TRAILS
REGISTER A message from the American Hiking Society:

Our annual Hike the Hill® Advocacy event kicks off on February 10 with virtual issue briefings and
trainings to provide advocates across the country with resources and insider updates on what the
new Congress and administration will work on.

More than ever, every hikers' voice is needed to advocate for public lands and trails. For
just $45 Local/Virtual registration is a great value that provides access to exclusive trainings and
resources for local meetings and issue briefings from advocacy experts.

To register and find out more: https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/hike-the-hill/
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NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’'s Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
o Conservation Volunteers International newsletter (January 2026): https://tinyurl.com/muchvem4

FUNDING

FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/

Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

Polaris T.R.A.I.L.S. grants (motorized projects; due March 1, Sept 1): https://tinyurl.com/y49dxbhe
Trail Accelerator Grants (mntn biking; open Jan 15): www.imba.com/programs/trail-accelerator-grants
Clif Family Foundation grants (for groups; ddlines March 1, August 1): https://tinyurl.com/5bku286n
AARP Community Challenge grants (deadline March 4): https:/tinyurl.com/4dhijjj8

OTHER LINKS
e Registration open for Hike the Hill (starts Feb 9): https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/hike-the-hill/
e Over 1,600 US ski resorts abandoned. Many are reborn as MTB trails: https://tinyurl.com/bdh62jsh

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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