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LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	

• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     

(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

FAT TRUCK TOUR BUSINESS REVISES TWO RIVERS AREA APPLICATION 
COMMENT The company that applied for permission to hold Fat Truck tours in the Two Rivers area has 

revised its application. Changes include: 
• Reducing proposed route from about 9 miles to about 4 miles 
• Limiting travel to a portion of a section line easement (part of Baseline Road); 
Jenny M Creek Road, an active secondary logging road, and a public access 
easement known as Pheasant Farm Road.  
• Maintaining the proposed route to a width no greater than 12 feet. 
Corrections to the previously provided vehicle description. 
 

The public has until December 22 to comment on the revised application. Comments or questions should 
be directed to Diana Lehman, 907-451-2722; Fax: 907-451-2751 or e-mail: diana.lehman@alaska.gov. 

Learn more about this issue here: https://tinyurl.com/5n6wrnu9 
 
GROUP SEEKS TO STOP MINING ON RIDGE NEAR ESTER DOME 
A group of people have started an effort to block mining on Happy Ridge near Ester Dome. 

The ridge is a steep-sided rib of Ester Dome that runs slightly 
north from the eastern flank, toward the intersection of Ester Dome 
and Sheep Creek roads. It is a wooded area with several old mining 
trails that are now used by a variety of trail users. Especially popular 
is the unofficially named Happy Ridge Trail, which runs along the top 
of the ridge connecting Henderson and St. Patrick roads. 

The group, Ester Dome Watch, has started a petition to 
pressure the Alaska Department of Natural Resources to reclassify 
the ridge as recreational and deny any mining permits. 

Lean more here: https://tinyurl.com/57cjnfe5 
 

COMMENTS SOUGHT ON RTP CHANGE TO DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION 
COMMENT, APPLY The comment period has been extended for an order to change the Recreational 
Trails Program from the Department of Natural Resources to the Department of Transportation. The 
deadline for submitting applications to the new advisory committee has also been extended. 
 The new deadlines for both are now December 5. The original deadline had been November 12. 
Find out more, including how to comment and how to apply to be on the advisory committee here: 
http://notice.alaska.gov/221333  
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 Some trail advocates are concerned about the move, worrying that the program may start to favor 
urban and paved trails over backcountry natural surface trails. However, the move does have some 
justification.  

In an October 9 letter, Ryan Anderson, 
director of the Alaska Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities (AKDOT), explained the change, 
which was made through an administrative order by 
Governor Dunleavy. You can see the letter here: 
https://tinyurl.com/3fmnwhjx  

See the new Department of Transportation 
RTP page here: https://dot.alaska.gov/wrap/rtp/ 

Historically, the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources (AK DNR) has overseen the RTP, 
though the money comes through the AK DOT 
because it originates with the U.S. Department of 
Transportation.  

The RTP is the single biggest and most consistent funder of trails in Alaska. It brings to the state 
well over $1 million a year for trails. It is distributed to a variety of nonprofit organizations, municipalities, 
and tribes across the state, along with state agencies, especially state parks. Distribution of the money is 
largely based on the merits of the submitted project applications. An advisory board of citizens helps decide 
which projects are funded. 

To read more about this issue, see this post: https://tinyurl.com/yd2rxvsd  
Eric Troyer photo: The recent Ester Dome Singletrack Upgrade Project was funded mostly by the RTP program. 

 
TREASURE CREEK TRAIL BYPASS SEEMS TO BE A GOOD COMPROMISE 
A mining company seems to have found a compromise with mushers and other trail users regarding the 

Treasure Creek Trail north of Fairbanks.   
Earlier this year Felix Gold started using the first part of the 

Treasure Creek Trail, off Old Murphy Dome Road, to access an 
exploration site. The trail is also popular with other users, especially 
mushers who live along Old Murphy Dome Road. That caused a conflict 
because Felix Gold’s equipment made the trail very difficult to use for 
many trail users.  

Working with local trail users, Felix Gold put in a new trail that 
bypasses the part of the Treasure Creek Trail that the company is using. The solution seems to have 
worked. Read more about the issue and the new trail in this blog post: https://tinyurl.com/yfhavmcz 
 
LOCAL TRAIL NON-PROFIT SEEKING NEW BOARD MEMBERS.   
APPLY Interior Alaska Trails and Park Foundation (IATPF) is seeking board members to help advance the 
group’s mission. 
 Do you love trails in Interior Alaska? Do you love our parks? Do you want to help support them with 
projects that keep them in good shape? If that sounds like you, then you are an excellent candidate to 
serve on the IATPF board of directors. The group’s mission is to develop, maintain and promote a year-
round trails and parks system for the greater Fairbanks area and beyond. 
 The IATPF, established in 2018, has recently helped support a volunteer day of brushing on the 
Mastodon Trail in the Chena River State Recreation Area, mowing of the Jeff Studdert Sled Dog Trails, and 
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the refurbishment of the Ester Dome Singletrack. The 
foundation’s projects support all types of trail users, 
motorized and non-motorized.   

Board members participate in a monthly Zoom 
meeting, providing oversight to the foundation's mission. To 
find out more about the group, see its website, 
www.iatpfoundation.org or visit its Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/iatpfoundation.   

If you are interested in serving, please send an email to iatpfoundation@gmail.com 
Photo by Brian Accola: Geoffrey Orth guides volunteers during a Mastodon Trail volunteer work party in June 2025. 

 
RESOURCES HELP REDUCE PET/TRAPPING CONFLICTS 
Trapping season opens November 1, so trail users who let their dogs run loose should make sure they 

know some basic information about traps and trap lines. A pamphlet and videos 
are available. 
PAMPHLET: A pocket-sized pamphlet titled “Trap Safety for Pet Owners” 
describes the types of traps and snares that may be encountered and provides 
illustrated instructions on how to free pets swiftly and safely. It is produced by the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) and the Alaska Trappers 
Association (ATA). Copies are available free of charge at department offices or 
may be viewed on the website at: http://tinyurl.com/m6oulhk. More information, 
including video footage featuring trap removal instructions, is found on the 
department’s website at www.adfg.alaska.gov (see “Sharing the Trails” under the 

“Hunting > Trapping” dropdown menu). 
VIDEO: The ATA also has a 30-minute video, "Sharing Alaska's Trails," that includes information such as 
how to know if you are on a trap line, trap line safety, the physics of handling and opening traps and 

snares, and tips for first-aid for pets accidentally caught in traps. The video doesn't promote 
trapping but deals with the practicalities of sharing the trails. A three-minute excerpt of the 
DVD can be found on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_LcQ_Ug1Iw). 

Most trapping seasons run from November 1 to the end of February, but the season 
for a few species lasts longer. Wolf traps could be active well into April. 
 
WINTER TRAIL GROOMING PROGRAMS NEED YOUR HELP 
DONATE/SERVE Winter is upon us and if there is no snow on the ground in your area, there soon will be.  
 Many winter trails activities require (or at least are much improved by) 
grooming, such as snowmachining, skiing, mushing, and fatbiking. If you engage 
in an activity that is improved by grooming, please remember to support those 
efforts. There are several ways you can help. 
 If you use an area that is clearly groomed and has a grooming fund, 
make sure to donate. Not all trails that are groomed have a specific grooming 
fund, but you can also join or donate to the group that is doing the grooming. 
Look for signs that tell you how you can help.  

You can also support the Alaska Snowtrail Grant Program, which 
provides funds for grooming in several areas of the state. The grooming this 
program provides benefits more than snowmachiners. Anyone who uses the groomed trails benefits, 
including fatbikers, skiers, mushers, and hikers. You can’t donate to the Snowmachine Trails Program, but 
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you can help it by making sure to register your snowmachine, which is what funds the program. You can 
also serve on the SnowTRAC board, which advises the state administration on how the funds are spent. 
Finally, you can advocate for the program. In years past, administrations have tried to cut the program as 
part of budget cutting measures. However, strong advocacy has kept the program alive.  

To find out more about the program see: https://dot.alaska.gov/snowtrails/program.shtml  
Most importantly, get out there and enjoy all the great winter trails we have in Alaska! 

 
JOIN POW, CHANGE YOUR DIET TO HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE 
JOIN, ACT Climate changes affect everyone, including trail lovers.  

For winter trail lovers, a warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme 
events like snow droughts and rain-on-snow events. For summer trail lovers, climate change can bring 
more droughts, wildfires, flooding, and permafrost thawing. These impacts will get worse unless we slow 
climate change by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions.  

Here are some things you can do right now to help make a difference. 
 

Take a personal action 
Eat less commercial meat, especially beef. Unfortunately, commercial meat production is a big 
contributor to greenhouse gases. Forbes has an article about it: https://tinyurl.com/yssz3uun  
 On the bright side, wild meat is as natural as you can get. And trails are a great way to go 
hunting!  
 
Join “Protect Our Winters” 
https://protectourwinters.org/ 
“Protect Our Winters” is a group of outdoor people organized to “protect the places and lifestyles 

they love from climate change.” The group is made up of businesses and 
individuals, including Alaskans like Kikkan Randall, Lael Wilcox, and Gus 
Schumacher. It organizes for lobbying and other actions to help fight climate 
change. You can help the group by donating and/or volunteering.  

 
SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 
November 20 
Things are hopping out on the Two Rivers Elementary School ski trails! The 
trails are being groomed regular AND there are Junior Nordic sessions 
happening!  

A group of volunteer groomers is keeping the trails in good shape. They 
are grooming each Tuesday and Friday. They are also working to loop in 
connectors to the nearby mushing trails to add additional adventure 
opportunities for adventure.  

The trails allow dogs both on leash and off leash, as well as walkers 
and snowshoers. Motorized vehicles and dog teams are not allowed. See maps 
of the trails here. 
• Two Rivers Trails color:www.interioralaskatrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2RIVERS-colorA.pdf   
• Two Rivers Trails B/W: www.interioralaskatrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2RIVERS-BW_A.pdf  

Junior Nordic sessions started November 19 and run through March. See a schedule here. 
www.nscfairbanks.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/TR-Jr-Nordics-Sessions-2025-26.pdf  
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November 4 
A bit late, but here's an update on Fairbanks Borough Assembly actions at its October 23 meeting: 
--Resolution No. 2025 – 23: A Resolution Identifying and Approving Capital Projects for Inclusion In The 
Capital Improvement Program 
 

This passed unanimously. It has several trail-related projects. (You can find them by doing a 
search for the word "trail.") This does not mean these projects are funded. It means that they can 
be considered for funding and that borough staff can see if they can find funding sources outside of 
the borough, such as the Recreational Trails Program, to pay for some or even most of the project. 

See the full resolution here: www.fnsb.gov/DocumentCenter/View/24381/Resolution-No-
2025-23  

---- 
 
The following all passed unanimously on the consent agenda. None of these resolutions means the 
projects will happen. They simply mean that the administration can apply for grants to help pay for the 
work. If any of the applications are successful, then the assembly needs to approve the match funding for 
the grant before the work can go forward.  
 
Resolution No. 2025 – 27: A Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Submit 
a Matching Grant Application to the State Of Alaska Recreational Trails 
Program to Reroute Trails at the Chena Lake Recreation Area River Park 

See the full resolution here: 
www.fnsb.gov/DocumentCenter/View/24734/Resolution-No-2025-27  
 
Resolution No. 2025 – 28: A Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Submit An Application to The Alaska 
Federal Lands Access Program For Public Trail and Access Improvements to the Tanana Lakes 
Recreation Area 

See the full resolution here: www.fnsb.gov/DocumentCenter/View/24736/Resolution-No-2025-28  
 
Resolution No. 2025-30: A Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Submit A Grant Application to the Alaska 
Federal Lands Access Program to Construct a Trail in the Chena Lake Recreation Area From the Plack 
Road Entrance Continuing Northward to Begin Forming a Circumnavigational Trail Around Chena Lake 

See the full resolution here: www.fnsb.gov/DocumentCenter/View/24741/Resolution-No-2025-30  
Eric Troyer photo: Corrine Leistikow skis a River Park trail at the Chena Lake State Recreation area. This trail has needed a 

reroute due to increasing erosion from the Chena River. 
 
INTERIOR ALASKA LAND TRUST 
November 19  
The gate is open and the Muskrat Trailhead is officially open for the season! 

The ground is still pretty rough, and it will stay that way until we get more 
snow to smooth out the parking area. When you stop by, check out our new signage 
and the updated ADMA maps. 

A reminder that per FNSB stipulations, this trailhead is not open to 
snowmachine access. 

Trailhead location: https://maps.app.goo.gl/zPP9bPCzQnUGNpc6A  
Learn more: https://interioraklandtrust.org/muskrat-lakes-trailhead/  
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FAIRBANKS TRAILS 
November 2 
The golf course is groomed - not that the skiing is much good. Tracks are two grassy groves except where 

it crosses gravel paths where the groves are rocks. From past experience we 
know that an inch of snow will make the track skiing nice. I used double drum 
drag on skate/skijor loops - my oldest piece of grooming equipment. Acts like a 
roller but it doesn't roll. 

Have not ventured out on ADMA 19.8/Ride and Glide loop. Need 7" of 
ice on the ponds as the course had to be rerouted due to an ice lens melting 
out rendering the trail un-useable. Plan is to get a dozer to fix the former route 
next summer. Exciting news is that if things go to plan the peat mine (lease 
from UA Lands) will be part of Creamers Refuge by next summer. This will put 

all the West side trails in Creamer's.  Still some land issues to work out on the East side ADMA trails. 
 
INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps  

	
STATEWIDE	

 
SUPPORT PARKS AS PART OF YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 
BUY A PASS The holiday shopping season is here. You can use it to encourage people to get outside AND 
support some of our greatest recreational assets. Buy a pass for yourself or someone else.  

• Alaska State Parks annual pass: Support state parks during a time of tight state 
budgets. Buy a day-use pass and your parking is paid for when you park at a 
state parks trailhead that requires a fee. Passes are good for the calendar year. 
Annual boat launch passes are also available: 
https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/passes (Passes are also available to purchase in person. See the 
webpage for available locations. 

• National Park Service annual passes: The park service offers general passes. It also has a 
variety of other discounted or free passes for seniors, fourth-graders, people with disabilities, 
some volunteers, and members of the military: https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm 

 
ALASKA TRAILS BENEFITS FROM RACE ACROSS ALASKA CHALLENGE  
PARTICIPATE The Virtual Race Across Alaska Winter Challenge registration is now OPEN, and Alaska 

Trails is grateful to once again be a non-profit beneficiary!  
This race begins December 21, and lasts for the three months of winter, 

challenging you to exercise through the dark winter months and run, bike, hike, cross-
country ski or any other mode of exercise you’d like that collects miles.  

Find out more here: https://runsignup.com/Race/AK/Anchorage/AlaskaChallenge  
 
 
 



 

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER  
DECEMBER 2025 

7 

STATEWIDE LINKS 
• State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm 
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Arctic Alchemy' with Roman Dial | Outdoor Explorer: https://tinyurl.com/33a9zkw7 

	
NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	

 
JANUARY DEADLINE FOR NPS CHALLENGE COST SHARE PROGRAM 
APPLY The application deadline for the National Park Service’s Conservation and Outdoor Recreation 
Challenge Cost Share is January 10.  

The Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Challenge Cost Share program is intended to support 
specific National Park Service mission-related projects that align with the goals of project partners. 

Challenge Cost Share projects must support one or more of the following funding themes: 
o Community Resiliency. Projects that build community 

resiliency in our NPS-administered lands and waters.  
Projects could include developing green infrastructure, 
nature-based solutions, and/or creating sustainable 
energy sources.   

o Conservation Projects (Lands and Waters). Projects 
that increase the acres of protected or restored lands 
and waters. 

o Outdoor Recreation. Projects that increase public access to new and restored outdoor 
recreation opportunities. 

o Projects that benefit NPS administered National Parks, National Trails and Wild and Scenic 
Rivers. 

National Park Service staff will work with project partners to achieve these mutually beneficial outcomes. 
This partnership challenge seeks to reward proposals that have the best prospects to build enduring 
benefits and develop new partnerships. 
 Find out more here: https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1837/index.htm  
 
THE 2025 NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS PHOTO CONTEST IS OPEN 
ENTER American Trails sponsors the annual contest for photographs of designated National Recreation 

Trails across the country. The annual contest provides awards in several 
categories and shows off entries (and previous winners) on the NRT 
website. 

The goal is to highlight the diversity of the NRTs and to make more 
Americans familiar with these great trails. The contest seeks good photos of 
trail users as well as special facilities, art on the trails, management issues, 
construction, and volunteers. It also wants to see entries that cover the 

many types and uses of National Recreation Trails throughout America. 
Deadline is December 15. 
For more info: www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/photo-contest  

From American Trails website; photo from 2024 contest winners 
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NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 
• Am. Hiking Society’s 2025 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/ 
• Conservation Volunteers International Program November newsletter: https://tinyurl.com/5ywn4wat 
 
FUNDING 
• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/  
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
• Polaris gives $135K to OHV, snow organizations through Trails Grants: https://tinyurl.com/35zptt2a 
 
OTHER LINKS 
• Why do trails need our help, and how do we fix them?: https://tinyurl.com/4fwbhps2 
 
 
 
Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail 
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: 
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am president of the Fairbanks Cycle 
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter. 
 


