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COMMENT NOW ON FAIRBANKS BOROUGH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

COMMENT The Fairbanks Borough is updating its Comprehensive Plan and now is the time to speak up
for trails and greenspace.

The plan is a “a big-picture guide” for the next 20 years, covering things like housing, land use,
economic development, and transportation. All those things have some relation to trails and greenspace.

The borough has held several open TS : ,
houses about the plan and there will be more
opportunities for input. There is also a “virtual
roadshow” that you can look at here
(https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVJuOR-Q8=/). This
process will last into 2026. But people can
comment now and commenting makes a big
difference in shaping things to come.

A plan like this is so huge it seems
overwhelming, but don’t be intimidated. Just think
of what you would like the borough to look like in
20 years. Feel free to comment with a big brush.
You can comment on all the things you want to
include in one comment, or you can comment on
issues one at a time in different, focused comments. Right now, planners just want to get a sense of what’s
important to borough residents.

Find out more, including how to comment, in this blog post: https://tinyurl.com/ysbazxch

ADMA TRAIL WARNING: 2025-26 RACING SEASON STARTING
This is to notify users of the Alaska Dog Mushers (ADMA) Jeff Studdert Trail System that ADMA will be
. | conducting early-season sled dog races Sunday January 11, January 25 and
B  February 8. These races will be held if the temperature at the Fairbanks Airport is -
a™ 20F or warmer. If temperatures are colder, these races may be moved to the next
<* weekend. Championship Races do not have a temperature cutoff. The ADMA Gold
d Run will be held February 14 and 15. The Annamaet Limited North American
Championship will be run on March 13, 14 and 15. The 80th Running of the Open
@ North American Championship will occur on March 20, 21 and 22. Other races may
'| be conducted on the trail system by other groups such as the Fairbanks Skijoring
and Pulk Association and the Fairbanks Cycle Club.

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




ADMA races generally are held between 10 AM and 4 PM, but certain trail turns or access points
may be blocked before or after that when the ADMA grooms and prepares the trail. The specific trails that
will be utilized in the races can be found on the ADMA website (https:/alaskadogmushers.com/) or
Facebook page. A map of the Jeff Studdert Race Trail can be found here: https:/tinyurl.com/bdruskeb.

(The trails are also on Trail Forks here: www.trailforks.com/region/alaska-dog-mushers-trails-33292/.)
By Jeff Conn, ADMA Race Marshal; photo from ADMA website

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH PARKS & REC

December 29

©Due to the extreme cold, we haven't been able to put out the Winter Trails Challenge signs yet. The
challenge will begin once conditions warm up. Stay tuned for updates and stay warm!

FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

December 19

Talks are progressing on the "long-sought-after third phase of the Chena River Walk." A decision on a right-
. of-way acquisition could come as early

as January,

--The Chena River Walk is a
major pedestrian and bicycle route that
runs along or near the Chena River from
the Morris Thompson Cultural and
Visitors Center to Pioneer Park. --

--The third phase of the trail
would complete the vision of having it
end at Peger Road. Its current scope
states it would be a 3,200-foot-long, 10-
foot-wide asphalt segment. It would be
constructed on the north side of the Chena River from the existing pedestrian bridge near Pioneer Park to
the east side of Peger Road.--

See the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner story here: https:/tinyurl.com/bbmpn2f4

December 16

The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story on the Borough Trails Advisory Commission (TAC) work
session about possible regulations of commercial vehicles on g \ 2
borough trails.

The commission was assigned the task by the Borough
Assembly. This was spurred in part by a company's attempt to
start "Fat Truck" tours in the Two Rivers area, though those tours
would be on state land, if the company's application is successful.
Read more about that here: https://tinyurl.com/5n6wrnu9 i :

In short, the TAC discussion found there are a lot of compllcatlng factors in coming up W|th a
reasonable plan. The commission will continue its discussion at its next meeting, which is scheduled for
January 26: https://www.fnsb.gov/430/Trails-Advisory-Commission

See the News-Miner story here: https:/tinyurl.com/67wj7e95

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2026



INTERIOR ALASKA LAND TRUST
December 15
The Steffensen-Dix property is a keystone piece of the Goldstream Valley greenbelt.

This 115-acre conservation area connects the east and west sides of the Goldstream Public Use
Area, protecting wetlands, wildlife habitat, and a well-loved winter trail that generations of Goldstream
residents use to ski, mush, walk, and explore Without this parcel, that connection could have been lost.

2% This land was generously conserved by the Steffensen and Dix
fl families, whose mother first brought their family to Alaska in the
| late 1950s. For decades, they cared for this place and ultimately
chose to protect it forever so the broader community could
continue to enjoy it.

Because of their generosity, and the many community
members who donated to help make this project possible,
Goldstream Creek, its wetlands, and this critical trail corridor are
protected in perpetuity.

— If you have ever wondered what it looks like to protect a family
legacy, this is it. Your support helps IALT work with local landowners to conserve the places that define
Interior Alaska.

Learn more about protecting land, or consider making a donation to support future projects like this
one: https://interioraklandtrust.org/conservation-options/

UAF NORTH CAMPUS
December 1
Hi North Campus Users,

We recently received a question about where bikers can bike on the North Campus Trails. We are
updating our maps to provide more guidance, but in the meantime, we wanted to clarify that both the
Commuter and Pooch Loop trails are non-motorized, multi-use. Just a friendly reminder, the SRC
connector is now ski-only with the new Athletics Ski Trail.

Happy recreating and fingers crossed for more snow!

BLM-WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA
December 15
Attention cabin users
BLM will no longer provide propane lanterns in the White Mountains public use

cabins.
Due to safety concerns, the BLM has stopped replacing the propane lanterns when they
break. Cabin users should bring their own lighting for cabin stays. Instead of the hazardous
propane lanterns, consider rechargeable lanterns that offer a safer, lightweight option for
lighting.

Cabin availability and reservations are available online:

https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/252494

®&Burn scars and scorch marks found in many of the public use cabins is a testament to the
hazards created by the lanterns.
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INTERIORWIDE LINKS

e Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): https://www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps
Right-of-way talks for last Chena River Walk phase nears final stretch: https://tinyurl.com/bbmpn2f4
Drawing clear lines on borough trails (News-Miner opinion): https:/tinyurl.com/4sy8947f

Minor Mishaps on Our First Cabin Trip of the Season: https://tinyurl.com/4p8st4a4

Thank You for the Ester Dome Singletrack Improvement Project: https://tinyurl.com/yn85¢7kb

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e Fairbanks Assembly sends e-collar ordinance to Animal Commission: https://tinyurl.com/38xf3fau

STATEWIDE

ALASKA TRAILS SEEKS CANDIDATES FOR LONG TRAIL POSITION
APPLY Alaska Trails is hiring an Alaska Long Trail (AKLT) Program Officer to
oversee the entire Alaska Long Trail program in coordination with its Executive
Director and Communications and Community Engagement Manager.

As the AKLT Program Officer, you'll be the coordinator, problem-solver,
and connector who keeps this ambitious project moving forward. You'll work
with land managers, stakeholders, staff, and others to build 500 miles of trail
that will define Alaska's outdoor recreation for decades to come. This position is
open until filled. However, applicants are strongly encouraged to submit their
application before January 15. Full job description and application here:
https://www.alaska-trails.org/jobs

ORTAB TO MEET FOR LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION AWARDS

The Outdoor Recreation Trails Advisory Board meeting for Land and Water Conservation Fund awards will
meet in Anchorage on January 14 from 2 to 5pm in Suite 1300, Atwood Building, to discuss and
recommend grant awards from the Land and Water Conservation Fund. Please come in person or join in
via video conferencing device at Tenant key: 260748889@t.plcm.vc Video ID: 111 071 116 8.

Find out more about the board here: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/ortaboard.htm
From What's Up? by Peg Tileston

ALASKA TRAILS HIRING FOR SEASONAL TRAIL CREW POSITIONS

is hmng professional trail crews planned for seasonal trail work in 2026. Trail crews
will work in Chugach State Park, Chugach National Forest, Denali State
Park, and other areas in Southcentral Alaska. Trail crew members and
leaders will play a pivotal role in trail maintenance and construction

8 projects. Duties include daily hiking in steep, rocky terrain, structure work,
and using hand and power tools to maintain and construct sustainable
trails. More information for the positions and application instructions can
be found at: https://www.alaska-trails.org/jobs
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APPLICATIONS SOUGHT FOR WINTER TRAIL MARKING PROGRAM

Applications are now open for the Community Winter Trails Program.
This program is a federally funded, Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities
(DOT&PF)-administered program that provides funding and support to rural

Do 11 communities to mark public winter trails. The goal of the program is to facilitate
(e connections between rural communities, public roads or highways, and public
b S use areas through installation of high visibility trail markers. DOT&PF will

P maintain a public online inventory of rural winter trails that will be updated in
collaboration W|th the communities participating in this program.
Find out more here: https://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/wintertrails/

ALASKA TRAILS SEEKS CANDIDATES TO SERVE ON BOARD

SERVE There are many ways to give back to the trails you love and support Alaska Trails. Donations
(www.alaska-trails.org/donate) and volunteering with our Alaska Trail
Stewards program (https://tinyurl.com/hybsm3nz) are popular - and much
appreciated - ways to support our organization. Board Service
(https://www.alaska-trails.org/board-staff) is another way to support our
organization as we work to improve trails for all Alaskans. The Alaska
Trails Board is a fun group of hard-working, trail-loving individuals. The
Board meets six times a year and helps to steward the financial and
strategic future of the organization, while supporting Alaska Trails staff via
committee participation and at major Alaska Trails events. If you're interested in Board service, please send
a brief letter of interest to office@alaska-trails.org and we will share more details about what Board service
entails.

Photo from 2023 on-trail board retreat

SUPPORT STATE, NATIONAL TRAILS BY PURCHASING PARK PASSES

BUY A PASS Many of the great trails in Alaska and the rest of the United States are in state and national
parks. Buying a pass helps support these agencies even if you never use the pass. Of course, if you do use
the pass, then so much the better. That means you are out having fun!

o Alaska State Parks annual pass: Support state parks during a time of tight state
budgets. Of course, your parking is then paid for when you park at a state parks
trailhead that requires a fee. Passes are good for the calendar year. Annual
boat launch passes are also available: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/passes

@ o National Park Service annual passes: The park service offers general passes. It also has a

variety of other discounted or free passes for seniors, fourth-graders, people with disabilities,
some volunteers, and members of the military: www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm

GROUP ADVOCATES FOR RESPONSIBLE USE OF PUBLIC LANDS

JOIN Responsible Stewardship is a volunteer 501(C)(3) nonprofit
organization dedicated to fostering stewardship together for the RES P[] ” S | B [E

betterment of our public lands, outdoor spaces and communities
for everyone to enjoy responsibly. The group does this through
examples and through “Education Through Action.” Find out more
about the group here: www.responsiblestewardship.org/
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USE “PICK. CLICK. GIVE.” TO DONATE TO ALASKA TRAILS DONATE

DONATE Giving back to the trails you love is easy! Help maintain, improve, and build new trails for you and
your fellow Alaskans by choosing Alaska Trails for your annual Pick. Click. Give.
Donations. When you file for your PFD, choose Alaska Trails to ensure the trails in our
backyards are safe, sustainable, and fun for all and that the group can complete the
Alaska Long Trail, a world-class trail system connecting Seward to Fairbanks!

Giving through your PFD is a secure and easy way to make a donation. When
you file for your PFD online, you will be given the opportunity to select a non-profit to
receive a portion of your PFD. If you do, please remember Alaska Trails. If you use “Pick. Click. Give” you
will be able to check a box that authorizes the state to send your name, contact information, and the
amount you give when it sends contributions to an organization. The group wants to acknowledge and
recognize your generous support, and this is the only way it will know it's you making the gift. For more
information on “Pick. Click. Give.” visit: www.pickclickgive.org/

Link to the Alaska Trails “PCG” page: https://pickclickgive.org/organization/Alaska-Trails

ALASKA TRAILS BENEFITS FROM RACE ACROSS ALASKA CHALLENGE
PARTICIPATE The Virtual Race Across Alaska Winter Challenge registration is now
OPEN, and Alaska Trails is grateful to once again be a non-profit beneficiary!

The challenge began December 21 but there is still time to join. The challenge
lasts for the three months of winter, challenging you to exercise through the dark winter
months and run, bike, hike, cross-country ski or any other mode of exercise you'd like
that collects miles.

Find out more here: https://runsignup.com/Race/AK/Anchorage/AlaskaChallenge

STATEWIDE LINKS
o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

o Alaska adventure 'grandfather,’ Dick Griffith, passes at 98: https://tinyurl.com/59f847dm

Dick Griffith revealed its possibilities to future generations of adventurers: https:/tinyurl.com/3mr7{t8s
Adak, - Climbing Mount Moffett (Starling Birch video): www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyseSLn-Spk
Fatbiker Offers Several Ways to Set Up a Pull-Behind Pulk: https://tinyurl.com/bdzndxx8

Map The Trap: Reporting Traps Along Recreational Trails: https://www.akwildlife.org/safetrails

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

AMERICAN HIKING SOCIETY PLANS HIKE THE HILL 2026
ADVOCATE Celebrating its 29th year, Hike the Hill® is a joint effort between American
Hiking Society and Partnership for the National Trails System to bring together the trails
community to advance shared trail priorities with congressional and federal agency
leaders including trails funding, public lands management and conservation, and =9
reauthorizing the National Parks and Public Lands Legacy Restoration Fund.

)
HIKE moe H'LL
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In-person and Virtual registrations options are available. Find out more, including how to register,
here: https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/hike-the-hill/

HIKING SOCIETY ANNOUNCES 2026 VOLUNTEER VACATION LINEUP

VOLUNTEER The American Hiking Society has announced its new lineup of 2026 Volunteer Vacations.
The program offers meaningful ways to give back to public lands while exploring beautiful
places across the country.

Each trip invites volunteers to roll up their sleeves, learn from land managers, and
support the long-term health of trails and outdoor spaces. This is your chance to start the
year with purpose, connect with dedicated stewards from across the country, and make a
real impact on the landscapes that inspire.

Explore the full calendar here: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/

JANUARY DEADLINE FOR NPS CHALLENGE COST SHARE PROGRAM

APPLY The application deadline for the National Park Service’s Conservation and Outdoor Recreation
Challenge Cost Share is January 10.

The Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Challenge Cost Share program is intended to support

specific National Park Service mission-related projects that align with the goals of project partners.

Challenge Cost Share projects must support one or more of the following funding themes:

o Community Resiliency. Projects that build
community resiliency in our NPS-
administered lands and waters. Projects
could include developing green
infrastructure, nature-based solutions,
and/or creating sustainable energy sources.

o Conservation Projects (Lands and Waters).
Projects that increase the acres of protected
or restored lands and waters.

o Outdoor Recreation. Projects that increase
public access to new and restored outdoor recreation opportunities.

0 Projects that benefit NPS administered National Parks, National Trails and Wild and Scenic
Rivers.

National Park Service staff will work with project partners to achieve these mutually beneficial outcomes.
This partnership challenge seeks to reward proposals that have the best prospects to build enduring
benefits and develop new partnerships.

Find out more here: https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1837/index.htm

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter
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VOLUNTEER

Am. Hiking Society’s Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
Conservation Volunteers International newsletter (Winter Solstice 2025): https://tinyurl.com/kwavkxcz

FUNDING

FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/

Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

Polaris T.R.A.I.L.S. grants (motorized projects; due March 1, Sept 1): https://tinyurl.com/y49dxbhe
Trail Accelerator Grants (mntn biking; open Jan 15): www.imba.com/programs/trail-accelerator-grants
National Park Service Challenge Cost Share (deadline Jan 10): www.nps.gov/orgs/1837/index.htm
Clif Family Foundation grants (for groups; ddlines March 1, August 1): https://tinyurl.com/5bku286n

OTHER LINKS

Internal Forest Service report finds ‘unpassable trails, unsafe bridges’: https:/tinyurl.com/bdk6df58
Access Hundreds of Archived Webinars: https://tinyurl.com/4ut7swfh

Volunteer Event Promotion Handbook: https://tinyurl.com/4y3mrsnj

2027 International Trails Summit Coming to Durham, North Carolina: https://tinyurl.com/3ufhfrxa
Outdoor Participation Trends Report (2025): https://tinyurl.com/6sdrykmr

Outdoor Recreation on Federal Public Lands & Waters (report): https://tinyurl.com/yzkn979x

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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