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LOCAL TRAIL NON-PROFIT SEEKING NEW BOARD MEMBERS.

APPLY Interior Alaska Trails and Park Foundation (IATPF) is seeking board members to help advance the
group’s mission.

Do you love trails in Interior Alaska? Do you love our parks? Do you want to help support them with
prOJects that keep them in good shape? If that sounds like you, then you are an excellent candidate to

; ; z serve on the IATPF board of directors. The group’s mission

is to develop, maintain and promote a year-round trails and
parks system for the greater Fairbanks area and beyond.
8 The IATPF, established in 2018, has recently helped
& support a volunteer day of brushing on the Mastodon Trail
in the Chena River State Recreation Area, mowing of the
Jeff Studdert Sled Dog Trails, and the refurbishment of the
Ester Dome Singletrack. The foundation’s projects support
all types of trail users, motorized and non-motorized.

Board members participate in a monthly Zoom meeting, providing oversight to the foundation's
mission. To find out more about the group, see its website, www.iatpfoundation.org or visit its Facebook
page, https://www.facebook.com/iatpfoundation.

If you are interested in serving, please send an email to iatpfoundation@gmail.com
Photo by Brian Accola: Geoffrey Orth guides volunteers during a Mastodon Trail volunteer work party in June 2025.

COMMENTS SOUGHT ON RTP CHANGE TO DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION
COMMENT An order to change the Recreational

Trails Program to the Department of Transportation  [&S§™ [T T [T T8 BT 7
has some trail advocates wary, though the move o G T N g i
does have some justification. ~ A i LT J

The public can comment on this change. The |
deadline to comment is 4 p.m. Alaska Time, 3 bk
Wednesday, November 12. Also, a new advisory E ; ’
committee is being formed to advise the department £ o iy 8
on how Recreational Trails Program (RTP) funds will e < E
be spent. Find out more, including how to comment
and how to apply to be on the advisory committee . e .
here: http:/notice.alaska.qov/221333 : :

In an October 9 letter, Ryan Anderson,
director of the Alaska Department of Transportation

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/

e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




and Public Facilities (AKDOT), explained the change, which was made through an administrative order by
Governor Dunleavy. You can see the letter here: https://tinyurl.com/3fmnwhijx

See the new Department of Transportation RTP page here: https://dot.alaska.gov/wrap/rtp/

Historically, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (AK DNR) has overseen the RTP, though
the money comes through the AK DOT because it originates with the U.S. Department of Transportation.

The RTP is the single biggest and most consistent funder of trails in Alaska. It brings to the state
well over $1 million a year for trails. It is distributed to a variety of nonprofit organizations, municipalities,
and tribes across the state, along with state agencies, especially state parks. Distribution of the money is
largely based on the merits of the submitted project applications. An advisory board of citizens helps decide
which projects are funded.

To read more about this issue, see this post: https://tinyurl.com/yd2rxvsd
Eric Troyer photo: The Ester Dome Singletrack Trail upgrade project was funded mostly by the RTP program.

RESOURCES HELP REDUCE PET/TRAPPING CONFLICTS

Trapping season opens November 1, so trail users who let their dogs run loose should make sure they

Trap Safety for know some basic information about traps and trap lines. A pamphlet and videos
Pet Owners are available.
How 6o rWlease your pet PAMPHLET: A pocket-sized pamphlet titled “Trap Safety for Pet Owners”

f":’"""""mm {, describes the types of traps and snares that may be encountered and provides
‘- .\[ ,—— | illustrated instructions on how to free pets swiftly and safely. It is produced by the

4 Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) and the Alaska Trappers
/ Association (ATA). Copies are available free of charge at department offices or
may be viewed on the website at: http://tinyurl.com/m6oulhk. More information,
@ === including video footage featuring trap removal instructions, is found on the

: department's website at www.adfg.alaska.gov (see “Sharing the Trails” under the
“Hunting > Trapping” dropdown menu).
VIDEQ: The ATA also has a 30-minute video, "Sharing Alaska's Trails," that includes information such as
how to know if you are on a trap line, trap line safety, the physics of handling and opening traps and
snares, and tips for first-aid for pets accidentally caught in traps. The video doesn't promote
trapping but deals with the practicalities of sharing the trails. A three-minute excerpt of the
DVD can be found on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H LcQ Ug1lw).

Most trapping seasons run from November 1 to the end of February, but the season
for a few species lasts longer. Wolf traps could be active well into April.

WINTER TRAIL GROOMING PROGRAMS NEED YOUR HELP

DONATE/SERVE Winter is upon us and if there is no snow on the ground in your area, there soon will be.
Many winter trails activities require (or at least are much improved by) grooming, such as
snowmachining, skiing, mushing, and fatbiking. If you engage in an activity that is improved by grooming,

please remember to support those efforts. There are several ways you can help.

If you use an area that is clearly groomed and has a grooming fund, make sure to donate. Not all
trails that are groomed have a specific grooming fund, but you can also join or donate to the group that is
doing the grooming. Look for signs that tell you how you can help.
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$roWTRAC Grooming Pool

You can also support the Alaska Snowtrail Grant Program, PN %J;‘

which provides funds for grooming in several areas of the state. The
grooming this program provides benefits more than snowmachiners.
Anyone who uses the groomed trails benefits, including fatbikers, skiers,
mushers, and hikers. You can’t donate to the Snowmachine Trails
Program, but you can help it by making sure to register your
snowmachine, which is what funds the program. You can also serve on
the SnowTRAC board, which advises the state administration on how
the funds are spent. Finally, you can advocate for the program. In years
past, administrations have tried to cut the program as part of budget
cutting measures. However, strong advocacy has kept the program
alive.

To find out more about the program see:
https://dot.alaska.gov/snowtrails/program.shtml
Most importantly, get out there and enjoy all the great winter trails we have in Alaska!

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

October 29
The Fairbanks Borough Community Planning Department is updating its Comprehensive Plan, a big-picture
guide for the Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) for the next 20 years, covering all sorts of things,
including land use and trails.

Take a look online and/or attend one of the public meetings being held in early November.

Find out more here: www.fnsb.gov/1169/Comprehensive-Plan-Update

October 24
The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner had a story on FAST Planning's Long-Range Transportation Plan Open
House. The plan includes motorized AND non-motorized infrastructure.

From the story:

--Some “big dream” topics included a better commuter trail to connect
the entire borough, realistic funding for road maintenance crews and
support staff, sidewalks on Marika Street, and overall pedestrian-
friendly infrastructure. Other suggestions or concerns included a bus
driver shortage, changes to routes or times, and a gap on Miller Hill
Road.--

Find out more about the plan, including a survey and other ways to comment here:
https://fastplanning.us/mtp/
See the News-Miner story here: https://tinyurl.com/v6c4ataf

October 18
Update on antimony mining and area trails:

While U.S. Antimony has said it will suspend its operations on Ester Dome over winter, Felix Gold
plans to continue its operation.

According to "North of 60 Mining News":
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--With the goal of quickly advancing a simple, low-cost antimony mining operation at Treasure
Creek, Felix plans to continue its work at NW Array into the winter.—
https://tinyurl.com/nj4azjve

. Felix Gold's operations affect trails in the Old Murphy
| Dome Road area, especially the Treasure Creek Trail.

The mining website also has a story about plans to
build an antimony refining plant near Port Mackenzie in the Mat-
Su Borough: https://tinyurl.com/3z4f8hcu

For more information on the U.S. Antimony operations
on Ester Dome, see this post: https:/tinyurl.com/yc3y4kft

For more information on the Felix Gold operations north
of Old Murphy Dome Road, see this post:
https://tinyurl.com/mr3fpnww

October 6

Steve McCombs, one of the founders of the Delta Junction Trails Association, was remembered at an
outdoor memorial recently in Delta Junction. KUAC has a story about it here.
https://tinyurl.com/mu7728w9

FAIRBANKS CYCLE CLUB
October 1
The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story on three bike-bed path projects being added to FAST
Planning's project list due to a surplus of federal funds coming to the state.
From the story:

--DOT’s pre-construction engineers proposed new projects, including:

e $3.45 million on widening and resurfacing Ballaine Road non-
motorized pathway between Yankovich Road and Goldstream
Road

e $900,000 to construct a new shared-used path along Sheep
Creek Extension Road to connect an existing path along Goldhill
Road and the Parks Highway

e $900,000 for a gravel parking lot on Gaffney Road to be used as
a summer park-and-ride for the new dedicated bicycle path that runs from the main gate of Fort
Wainwright to Badger Road--

Of note:
e The Ballaine path would be resurfaced with "impacted aggregate” rather than asphalt, due to
the underlying geology (i.e. permafrost).
e The Sheep Creek Extension project would be done in conjunction with the project to signalize
the Sheep Creek Ext/Parks Highway intersection.
e The Gaffney Road project would be for the Matt Glover Bike Path but could also be used to
access the Chena Riverwalk path.

See the News-Miner story, with many more details, here: https://tinyurl.com/mw56veba
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DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION

October 7

Winter is coming and fortunately the interior of the Dome located at the Liewer
Community Trail has its insulation kit installed, thanks to Silverline LLc. and DJTA!

October 6

The River Walk Park event was a hit with the Delta Community Library Story Walk,
bonfire, scavenger hunt, and the Steve McCombs memorial bench dedication. Enjoy
some highlights of this special day here: https://tinyurl.com/mu7728w9

INTERIORWIDE LINKS

e Fairbanks Borough park trail maps (and others): www.fnsb.gov/1220/Trail-Maps
e RTP Grant Application - Chena Lake Recreation Area River Park Trails Reroute Phase I:
http://notice.alaska.qov/221120

STATEWIDE

ALASKA TRAILS BENEFITS FROM RACE ACROSS ALASKA CHALLENGE
PARTICIPATE The Virtual Race Across Alaska Winter Challenge registration is now OPEN, and Alaska

Trails is grateful to once again be a non-profit beneficiary!

This race begins December 21, and lasts for the
three months of winter, challenging you to exercise
through the dark winter months and run, bike, hike, cross-
country ski or any other mode of exercise you'd like that
collects miles.

This year, there are two other challenges you can
enter. Together they are called the Trifecta Fitness
Challenge events. All Trifecta participants will get a special
medal for finishing all 3 challenges plus if you sign up by

November 15, you'll get a significant discount. The Fall BRR-BER Challenge, which started October 1, is a
time-based challenge, so activities like hiking, yoga, pickle ball, and in-home workouts are good to go!
Check out all the challenges and sign up here: https://runsignup.com/Race/AK/Anchorage/AlaskaChallenge

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES
ALASKA TRAILS

October 23
Today's episode of Outdoor Explorer features Trail Tales talks from this past spring! It airs at 10AM and
again at 8PM on KSKA 91.1, then available as an Outdoor Explorer podcast or streamed on the Outdoor
Explorer web page: https://alaskapublic.org/programs/outdoor-explorer/

If you'd like to attend one of our upcoming Trail Tales events, tickets are on sale here:
https://www.alaska-trails.org/trail-tales
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ALASKA OUTDOOR COUNCIL

October 9

Ladies and Gentlemen, Please join us in taking this opportunity to raise your concerns with the Generally
Allowed Uses (GAU) for off-road vehicles. Alaska Outdoor Council will be looking to address the process
that originally created the weight limitations and restrictions on Motorized access and how they can be
approved to today's standards.

Shared from Alaska Division of Mining, Land and Water

October 7

Public comment opportunity: On August 4, 2025, Governor Mike Dunleavy issued Administrative
Order 360 addressing regulatory reform in Alaska: https://gov.alaska.gov/admin-
orders/administrative-order-no-360/

The Division of Mining, Land and Water is soliciting input from the public, affected
industries, and community organizations regarding which regulations are the most burdensome
and should be prioritized for reform, and how our regulatory system
could be reorganized or simplified.

We are collecting input on the following regulatory topics:

--Land

--Land Conveyances

--Water

--Mining

--Appraisals and Surveys

--Resource Assessment and Development

--Statewide Abatement of Impaired Lands
Comments are due by October 31, 2025. For more information on DMLW's implementation of AO
360, upcoming public meetings, and how to submit comments, please visit our website at:
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/news/

STATEWIDE LINKS

o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
e  Community Winter Trails Program (for rural communities): https://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/wintertrails/
e RTP Grant Application - City Sub-YK Trail (Bethel): http:/notice.alaska.qov/221456

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e (Call to Defend Alaska’s Seward Peninsula (includes Bjorn Olson video): https://tinyurl.com/nSudat7b

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

NATIONAL REC TRAIL APPLICATION DEADLINE NOW DECEMBER 1

APPLY The deadline to apply for a trail to be recognized as a National Recreation Trail has been extended
from November 1 to December 1.

The National Recreation Trail (NRT) program works to preserve and celebrate our nation's
pathways. If you are interested in applying, @ webinar was shown on October 7 to answer all of your
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questions on the application process. The webinar was
recorded and is available to anyone to watch for free. For
more about the webinar see this page:
https://tinyurl.com/325d8359

Trails that are designated will be announced
publicly on National Trails Day in June 2026. For more
information see this webpage - -
(www.nrtapplication.org/pages/how-to-apply-for-nrt-designation) or email nrt@amencantralls org with any
questions.

From American Trails email

THE 2025 NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS PHOTO CONTEST IS OPEN

ENTER American Tra|Is sponsors the annual contest for photographs of designated National Recreation
E 3 " Trails across the country. The annual contest
provides awards in several categories and shows
off entries (and previous winners) on the NRT
website.

The goal is to highlight the diversity of the
NRTs and to make more Americans familiar with
these great trails. The contest seeks good photos
of trail users as well as special facilities, art on the
trails, management issues, construction, and
volunteers. It also wants to see entries that cover
the many types and uses of National Recreation
Trails throughout America.

Deadline is December 15.
For more info: www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/photo-contest

From American Trails website; photo from 2024 contest winners

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2025 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
o Conservation Volunteers International Program October newsletter: https://tinyurl.com/3ynn4r95

FUNDING
e FOXFactory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/trailtrust.com/
e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/
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OTHER LINKS
e Trails Magazine (quarterly, print only): https://trailsmag.net
e Google Maps Street View Adds 5,900 Miles of Off-Road Trails: https:/tinyurl.com/mrxbj9fa

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member and volunteer of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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