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Dedicated to the preservation and maintenance of trails in interior Alaska

SEPTEMBER 2025

WORK CONTINUES ON ESTER DOME TRAILS UPGRADE PROJECT

DONATE Work started in August and will continue into mid- or late-September on the Ester Dome
Singletrack Improvement Project.

The project is a joint effort by the Fairbanks
Cycle Club (FCC) and Goldstream Sports. The work
is being done by Fairbanks-based trail contractor
Happy Trails, Inc.

Work includes refurbishing the tread of the
approximately 10 miles of the trail system and
adding mountain bike features, such as drops,
rollers, and tabletop jumps. All difficult features will
have bypasses for those who don’t want to attempt
them.

additional fundraising along with Goldstream Sports. The FCC is still collecting donations for the work.
To find out more about the project, including how to donate, see this page:
https://www fairbankscycleclub.org/ester-dome-singletrack-improvements-2025/

Photo by Geoffrey Orth

EVENTS TO CELEBRATE NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY IN SEPTEMBER
VOLUNTEER At least two events will be held in September in Interior/Northern Alaska in celebration of
NFEF National Public Lands Day. See below for more details.
National Public Lands Day is the nation’s largest, single-day volunteer events for
"0 public lands, held annually on the fourth Saturday in September. NPLD brings together
hundreds of thousands of individuals and organizational volunteers to help restore
America’s public lands. The event began in 1979. For more info see:
https://www.neefusa.org/npld
e Volunteer Workday at Marion Creek Campground and Trail: Join the BLM Central Yukon Field
Office recreation staff as we build boardwalk on the Marion Creek Falls Trail and trim back the
brush in the campground. Details here: https://tinyurl.com/4v24uv86
o0 Note: This volunteer work day comes with a bonus: A chance to get a Summer Trails
Challenge sign!
e A Community Floodplain Revegetation Effort (White Mountains NRA): Participants will divide into
work groups to stake willow trees and plant seeds. Details here: https://tinyurl.com/y2rvjrxd

National Public
Lands Day

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




GOLDEN HEART FOUNDATION GRANT APPLICATIONS OPEN

APPLY The Golden Heart Community Foundation 2025 Grant Cycle is now open for applications! It opened
August 11 and will close on September 15 at 5pm.
, Grants support a broad range of community needs, including
s Golden Heart Community Foundation 1 heglth and wellness, education, the great outdoors, arts and culture,
and community development. The group seeks projects that have the
potential to impact a broad range of residents and show collaboration with other organizations.

You can find more information, instructions about how to apply, eligibility, and the application link
on the organization’s website here: https://goldenheartcf.org/grants/

CHALLENGE OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES TO FIND TRAILS IN INTERIOR

The 2025 Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge is live!

The challenge, sponsored by Design Alaska, started June 23 and lasts until September 30. This
event, put on by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department, is an all-ages, all-
abilities, outdoor scavenger hunt. The challenge is
designed to get you out with your friends and family to / @ FAIRBANKS
explore our wonderful local trails, both new and familiar.

Anyone is allowed to participate in the search.
When you find a sign, mark it off on your checklist. On
September 1, those registered will receive a Checklist
Survey in their email. There is also a checklist in the Trails
Challenge Guide (see link below). e '

Participants are encouraged to take the photos and post them on somal medla W|th the hashtag
“#FNSBTrails”. Putting it on the Trails Challenge Facebook Event (under the Discussion tab) is a great way
to share. And of course, leave the sign to be found by the next trail challenge participant.

Participants who find the minimum number of signs for their category get their official award and
can win prizes. Whether you find one or find them all, challenge yourself to get outside and enjoy nature!

Register online under the purple "Events" tab at: https://tinyurl.com/hctevh79

Check out the Trails Challenge Facebook Event here: https://tinyurl.com/494zd59y

Get your Trails Challenge Guide here: https://tinyurl.com/bdxdwd5f

Note: The bike path sign for the Chena Lake Recreation Area has been moved due to the construction
happening out at Chena Lake Recreation Area. Check with the park office to make sure you know where
the new location is.

ESTER DOME TRAVEL RESTRICTED FOR EQUINOX MARATHON

Ester Dome trail users: The Equinox Marathon will be held on Saturday, September 20. Don't plan on
heading to the top of the dome until late afternoon. Ester Dome Road will be restricted above the
Henderson Road intersection during the marathon due to marathon activity. Only residents and marathon
volunteers will be allowed beyond Henderson Road: https://www.equinoxmarathon.org

The road to and the parking lot of the Ester Dome Singletrack Trails will remain open but watch for
runners on the road and the lower part of the trails.
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APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE FOR RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM

APPLY The Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DPOR) is accepting grant applications for
the Recreational Trails Program. The Recreational Trails grant program provides up to 90% matchrng for
the cost of a project. 2 H

Funding for the program comes from the
Federal Highway Administration, which has
awarded Alaska more than $22 million for more
than 570 projects since 1993.

Recreational Trails Program applications
are due by Oct. 31, 2025. Mandatory public
notices must be posted by September 30.

Eligible applicants include non-profit
organizations, educational institutions, State of
Alaska, local and federal government entities,
native corporations and tribal governments.
Interested parties can register on IRIS. The
grants will be awarded between February and
May of 2026.

More information is available here: http:/dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/trails.htm.
From Alaska Department of Natural Resources. Photo courtesy of the Valley Mountain Bikes and Hikers

TAKE CARE ON TRAILS AS HUNTING SEASON APPROACHES

As we get into hunting season, please take care while using trails and
while hunting and target practicing. This is not just a hunting season
issue, but there is typically more gun activity this time of year.

The vast majority of gun owners are responsible with shooting.
Unfortunately, some are less responsible, such a target practicing
without a proper backstop or along a trail.

The chances of something happening are low. However, the
consequences could be very high: death or wounding. Don't worry
unnecessarily but do take care. Here are some resources:

o Tips for Hunters and Non-Hunters (USFWS):
https://tinyurl.com/29s5ea8d =
o Hike Safely During Hunting Season (American Hiking Society): https:/tinyurl. com/vr6cd8f3
¢ Info about hunting seasons in Alaska: https://tinyurl.com/2ux3jkvp
o For specifics see the Alaska Hunting Regulations: https://tinyurl.com/mjbrn9;3

ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR TRAIL PROJECTS

As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects, remember that Alaska
Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized
trail groups in the Interior. The trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail
tools including mcleods, Pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If you
would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth
(gcorth@straydogs.us).
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APPLICATIONS FOR LWCF DUE BY END OF OCTOBER
APPLY Applications for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) are available.

This joint federal/state program is not specifically a trails program, but many trail projects have
been funded by this program. It provides grants for projects that feature "close-to-home" outdoor
recreational opportunities for the public. Applicants are limited to state, regional or local governments, and
federally recognized tribal governments, with the legal authority to provide park and recreation services on
public lands are eligible to apply for LWCF assistance. However, nonprofit can also partner with eligible
applicants to get projects funded.

The application period runs from August 14 to October 31 (5pm). For more information see:
https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

August 31

The Fairbanks Borough Assembly approved the Ridge View Heights Subdivision at its meeting last week
by a narrow 5-4 margin. The Alaska Long Trail and the Alder Creek Hillside Trail, which
are a part of the development, did not appear to be part of the discussion. The Fairbanks
| Daily News-Miner has a story on the discussion and vote. You can read it here:
https://tinyurl.com/2w53ewu8

August 26
Temporary Chena Lake Rec Area bike path closure. According to the borough, they CHENALAKE (%)
t

ike path closure

are currently being paved as well with hopeful completion mid-September! Roads
are also restricted.

And Laurance Road Construction

Shared from Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks & Rec
August 25

! Heads up for Chena Lake Recreation Area construction! Flaggers are at
the entry to Chena Lake Rec Area, at the Lake Park, and down at the River
Park. Expect delays up to 30 minutes as the Army Corps of Engineers, '
Moose Creek Dam Modification Project works to improve the road! Thanks for your patience!

August 22
The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story on efforts to expand the paved Chena Riverwalk path along
the Chena River.

From the story:
--The project would expand the existing riverwalk by building a new walkway from the Pioneer Park
. === pedestrian bridge northeast along the river to the Peger Road bridge, then up to
s Phillips Field Road. It also includes resurfacing an existing segment at Chena
| Landing. FAST Planning, the city of Fairbanks and the Fairbanks North Star
~u Borough have long sought to complete the extension.--

See the story here: https://tinyurl.com/3dpsmw9m
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August 24

Glenn J Gambrell
Upper Skyline Ridge park is surrounded by private property. Please see the below post, and please keep
dogs leashed on the upper portion of the trail. Yes it could have been a neighborhood dog, this is jUSt a
friendly reminder. -

Summit Drive Residents - Info Site

Heather McFarland

A skyline trail user's dog got into my chicken coop and killed at least one of my
chickens. Three others are still missing. Hoping they're alive. If you happen to see a
wandering chicken please let me know. And please keep unruly dogs away from
private property when you're using the skyline trial. *my cute chicken pre dog attack

August 13
The Fairbanks Borough Assembly added support of the Alaska Long Trail to its list of legislative priorities.
The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story on it here: https:/tinyurl.com/3tafbjup

From the story

--The Alaska Long Trail is a proposed 500-mile national scenic trail that extends from Fairbanks to
Seward. It would consist of existing and proposed routes and include multiple management and
use profiles. It would be similar to the Appalachian Trail on the East Coast or the Pacific Crest Trail
on the West Coast.--

--Guttenberg said establishing the trail would help economic development and tourism in the
borough, including a potential boost in hotel/motel bed tax revenue. :

“The amendment doesn’t require us to do anything, it just says we support
it ... it's low impact, high return,” Guttenberg said. “We’ve had resolutions in
the past supporting trails, including the Long Trail.”

Kelly, a strong trails advocate, added that “long trails do bring to communities economic
development.” She noted it vitalize the state’s outdoor recreation industry and add new jobs.--

Find out more about the Alaska Long Trail here www.alaska-trails.org/alaska-long-trail

August 9
From the Goldstream Community FB page:

Good morning Goldstream Community. We have some minor vandalism occurring on
our beautiful commuter trail (the dirt trail that parallels Sheep Creek). Motorcycles are
peeling out and leaving six-inch holes. They are easily enough fixed, if you have the
right tools. Unfortunately, most of us don’t carry shovels when we bike, walk, run,
horseback ride and ride atvs. It took five minutes for me to return to Line Drive in my
car with a shovel and make these safe this morning. There is no doubt if you hit these
with a bike or a motorcycle you would endo and could get seriously injured. I'm
guessing it’s just some bored teenagers.
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INTERIOR ALASKA LAND TRUST

August 3
Thanks so much to our friends at GOOD Cannabis who volunteered to help us plant trees at our Muskrat
Trailhead along Farmers Loop! These new saplings will help revegetate the property. The gate has been
closed this summer but will reopen this winter for access to the ADMA-groomed trails within Creamer’s
Field Refuge.

Trailhead info: https://interioraklandtrust.org/muskrat-lakes-trailhead/

Do you own or work for a business and want to support IALT? Send us an email to learn how to
host a work party or become a sponsor: InteriorAKLandTrust@gmail.com

July 29
Thank you to everyone who helped out this weekend!

A huge thanks to all the volunteers who showed up to help remove
the last of the trash from the Miller Hill parcel. While some remnants of past
use will likely remain, the transformation is undeniable (before and after
below). Together, we've taken a big step toward restoring this property to a
more natural state, and with it, renewed public access to the historic Tanana
Valley Railroad Trail.

We're deeply grateful to the community members and donors who
made this possible

FAIRBANKS TRAILS INC

Stan Justice
August 24
DONATE Good weather for ducks and working on trail drainage. Drained the Skarland from the school to
; e Heavenly Drive. And thank your for all the birthday wishes. | would love to see
donations to Fairbanks Trails Inc. We are planning to have SCA interns again next
summer. | love spending my "required minimum distribution" on trails but we run the
risk of not meeting the 1/3 rule. At least a third of our income needs to come from
donors that are not board members. If we don't meet the 1/3 rule we might get
converted to a private foundation (lose our 501c3 status!) . So please donate. And a
big thank you to the people that have donated!

(Donations can be made via the group’s Facebook page:
i www.facebook.com/FairbanksTrailsinc/ or mailed to Fairbanks Trails Inc, 1750 Reed

27 18
Clrcle Fairbanks Ak 99709)

ALASKA STATE PARKS

August 22
O Fresh Water Back at Granite Tors Shelter! &

Water can be scarce when trekking the 15-mile Granite Tors Loop Trail in the Northern Region,
with nearly 2,900 feet of elevation gain. That's why the shelter’s rainwater system is so important for hikers.
Earlier this summer, the gutter system at the shelter was broken and unable to collect water. Thanks to the
hard work of Jay Cable, his wife Nancy, daughters Lizzy and Molly, friends Laurel Valentine, and Alaska
State Parks’ very own Nikki Potter, the system is now back up and running!

This incredible volunteer team:
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0 Hauled gutters, snow stops, hangers, and two sections of a 12’ ladder more than 7 miles up

the trail.

0 Worked through the rain to replace the gutters and restore the

water catchment system.

0 Turned a problem they discovered while hiking into a full-circle

project that now benefits every recreator who passes through
Granite Tors.

A special shoutout goes to Lizzy and Molly—their energy and
commitment helped make this restoration possible. These dedicated
volunteers remind us how vital community involvement is to keeping Alaska
State Parks safe, accessible, and welcoming for all. 4@

Next time you're out on the Granite Tors Trail, take a moment to E
appreciate this restored rain shelter—it's there because of the passion and commitment of park users who
give back.

Interested in volunteering? Contact your local state park regional office!
- https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/aspunits/index.htm

BLM-WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA
August 29
@ ! Trail closed due to flooding and washouts ! @
R F The Marion Creek Falls Trail at the Marion Creek Campground at mile
] 180 of the Dalton Highway is temporarily closed as flooding continues to
washout part of the trail.
For the public’s safety, the trail is closed to public use effective
immediately and will remain closed until a reroute is in place.
Heavy rain in the Brooks Range caused high water and flooding along
| Marion Creek. Sections of the bank washed out, including part of the Falls
4| Trail. We appreciate your patience as water recedes and a reroute is built.
’ The closure will not impact the National Public Lands Day volunteer
event planned for the Falls Trail on September 9: https://tinyurl.com/4v24uv86
. Contact the Arctic Interagency Visitor Center in Coldfoot, Alaska to
— = learn about other hiking opportunities on public lands in the area:
https://tinyurl.com/bbws83ec

STATEWIDE

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC FACILITIES

August 25

Alaskans! You are invited to share your experiences & ideas to help shape our state’s ,
transportation future. The Alaska Long-Range Transportation Plan 2055 is a 30-year plan that &
will guide how people & goods move across Alaska by road, air, water, rail, bike, and foot— ey
setting priorities that will influence generations to come! Tell us your stories! Learn more in this
press release: https://tinyurl.com/49dassau
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August 18

Good news! Local governments, tribes, transit agencies, non-profits and school districts will have a
streamlined way to apply for funding smaller-scale transportation projects with a new draft guidebook. The
Draft Transportation Alternative Program Guidebook is available for Public Comment until Oct. 17, 2025.
Details in press release: https:/tinyurl.com/mwap3mt2

BLM-WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

August 9
~~Save the Date ~
AVolunteer Workday at Marion Creek Campground
® 3 Join the BLM for National Public Lands Day as we cut brush in the
campground and build boardwalk on the Marion Creek Falls Trail.

7 September 9, 2025

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

? Marion Creek Campground; Dalton Highway, Milepost 180, just north of
Coldfoot, Alaska

We have jobs for all skill levels!

**'Check out the event website for more information:
https://tinyurl.com/4v24uv86

Contact us to RSVP by September 5 or get more information: Kerri Hamos
at khamos@blm gov or (907) 474-2204

We hope to see you there!

ALASKA STATE PARKS

August 21
We Need to Talk About Poop... Literally. &

Yeah, it's awkward, but it's also super important. In Alaska State Parks, “Leave No Trace” applies
to all your traces. Whether you're hiking in the backcountry or trail running within your favorite state park,
here’s how to do it right:

< Dig a Cat Hole, Not a Catastrophe

6-8 inches deep, 200 feet (about 70 steps) from water, trails, and

campsites. Do your business, cover it, disguise it. TP gets burned or

packed out—never left behind.

< Know Your WAG Bags

In fragile spots (alpine, riverbanks, canyons), burying isn’t enough.

WAG bags turn waste into safe gel you carry out. Bag it, don’t wing it.

You pick up your dog poop, right? Right? &

< Why Bother?

Unlike wildlife scat, human waste carries pathogens that can pollute

water, spread disease, and linger for years. Yikes.

“" Pack a Poop Kit

Trowel, TP, sanitizer, and a WAG bag or trash bag. Better prepped than panicked.

< Do the (Toilet) Right Thing

1) Find the right spot.

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
SEPTEMBER 2025




2) Dig.

3) Do your business.

4) Cover & disguise (no TP left behind!).
5) Wash those hands.

When nature calls, answer responsibly no excuses, no mess, no regrets. The photo taken is right off of the
trail. Let's be respectful to nature and the rest of the park users. Leave no trace... except maybe your
footprints.

- Learn more from Leave No Trace: https:/Int.org/how-to-poop-outside/

STATEWIDE LINKS

e State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
e  Community Winter Trails Program (for rural communities): https://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/wintertrails/

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e 10th Annual Confluence Summit (Sept 23-25): www.alaskaoutdooralliance.org/confluence-ak
o Western Brooks Range to Point Lay, Alaska (Luc Mehl): https://tinyurl.com/2s4cvtac

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE
INTRODUCING THE 2025 TRAILS CAPACITY GRANT AWARDEES

American Trails and Bronco Wild Fund have announced the 15 awardees of the 2025 Trails Capacity Grant
= Program. The Trails Capacity Program funds projects across America that

1 strategically improve the abilities and capacity of the trails community as a

1 whole. This program invests in nationwide trails community capacity with a

focus on trail research, stewardship, and maintenance projects that are

= inclusive, foster improved trail user behavior and connect trail assets to a

broader spectrum of users.

N This competitive grant program finds the best trail partners from

across all nonmotorized and motorized trail user groups, including water trails. It measures success in

terms of visible, on-the-ground maintenance of trails and increased capacity of trail stewards to do the job

effectively. The groups received $150,000 to award more projects this year compared to previous years.

Learn More About the 2025 Awardees here: https://tinyurl.com/mtfwa4tf

From American Trails email

WHY BECOME A MEMBER OF AMERICAN TRAILS? READ HERE TO FIND OUT

JOIN American Trails is seeking members. Why become a member of Amerlcan Tralls’? See th|s message

from the group. Lo | ST 2
Because you deserve more than inspiration—you deserve access.
This summer, we're excited to introduce exclusive new member
benefits that make your support go even further. Members now
enjoy on-demand access to over 280 archived webinars, plus
learning credits for both live and recorded sessions.
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Whether you're a volunteer, trail planner, or outdoor advocate, these expert-led trainings
give you the tools to build smarter, safer, and more inclusive trails. And with our network of trail
professionals and organizations, you're never going it alone.

Join here: https://tinyurl.com/aj2zj4cu

THE 2025 NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS PHOTO CONTEST IS OPEN

ENTER American Trails sponsors the annual
contest for photographs of designated National
Recreation Trails across the country. The annual
contest provides awards in several categories and
shows off entries (and previous winners) on the
NRT website.

The goal is to highlight the diversity of the
NRTs and to make more Americans familiar with
these great trails. The contest seeks good photos
of trail users as well as special facilities, art on the
trails, management issues, construction, and
volunteers. It also wants to see entries that cover : Wl 4
the many types and uses of National Recreation Trails throughout Amerlca

Deadline is December 15.

For more info: www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/photo-contest
From American Trails website; photo from 2024 contest winners

GROUP OFFERS ONLINE CREW LEADER TRAINING FOR TRAILS, MORE

Are you a tour guide, outdoor educator, or passionate adventurer looking to level up your leadership in the
outdoors’? Amerlcan H|k|ng Sometys Crew Leader Training Program is now open to individuals and
Bk A RLewy ] g organizations outside of AHS—and it's your
chance to bring our trusted best practices to
) ;,ewm 2 ,m‘mé & Esmsms  your next group leadership experience.
el AR For over 50 years, AHS has led
) ey Volunteer Vacations across the country—
= I 'mobilizing thousands of volunteers to improve
and maintain trails on public lands. With decades of hands -on experience in group dynamics, and outdoor
logistics, we've developed this training to share the same leadership principles we use to run safe,
successful trail maintenance trips in diverse environments across the country.
Whether you're managing week-long backcountry trips or leading single day trail maintenance
projects, you'll gain tools to improve group safety, organization, and outdoor ethics—backed by AHS’s half-
century of experience in trail stewardship.

Find out more here: https://americanhiking.org/crew-leader-training/
From American Hiking Society email

i
¢

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar
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TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2025 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/

FUNDING

e FOXFactory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/trailtrust.com/

e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

e Two For The Trails grants (ddline Sept): https://athleticbrewing.com/pages/two-for-the-trails-grant

OTHER LINKS
o Trails Magazine (quarterly, print only): https://trailsmag.net

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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