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CHALLENGE OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES TO FIND TRAILS IN INTERIOR

The 2025 Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge is live!

The challenge, sponsored by Design Alaska, started June 23 and lasts until September 30. Most of
the 20 signs are up across the borough. Signs 16 and 17 will go up the Fourth of July weekend. Signs 14
and 20 were active fire closure areas in 7,
late June, so if you have any doubts & FAIRBANKS
make sure to check before you go: A~
https://akfireinfo.com

This event, put on by the
Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and
Recreation Department, is an all-ages,
all-abilities, outdoor scavenger hunt. The
challenge is designed to get you out with
your friends and family to explore our
wonderful local trails, both new and
familiar.

Anyone is allowed to participate in the search. When you find a sign, mark it off on your checklist.
On September 1st, those registered will receive a Checklist Survey in their email. There is also a checklist
in the Trails Challenge Guide (see link below).

Participants are encouraged to take the photos and post them on social media with the hashtag
“#FNSBTrails”. Putting it on the Trails Challenge Facebook Event (under the Discussion tab) is a great way
to share. And of course, leave the sign to be found by the next trail challenge participant.

Participants who find the minimum number of signs for their category get their official award and
can win prizes. Whether you find one or find them all, challenge yourself to get outside and enjoy nature!

Register online under the purple "Events" tab at: https://tinyurl.com/hctevh79

Check out the Trails Challenge Facebook Event here: https://tinyurl.com/494zd59y

Get your Trails Challenge Guide here: https://tinyurl.com/bdxdwd5f

ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR TRAIL PROJECTS

o 4 As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects, remember that Alaska
: Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized
trail groups in the Interior. The trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail
tools including mcleods, Pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If you
would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth
(gcorth@straydogs.us).

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




TAKE CARE ON TRAILS AS HUNTING SEASON APPROACHES

As we get into hunting season, please take care while using trails and
while hunting and target practicing. This is not just a hunting season
issue, but there is typically more gun activity this time of year.

The vast majority of gun owners are responsible with shooting.
Unfortunately, some are less responsible, such a target practicing
without a proper backstop or along a trail.

The chances of something happening are low. However, the
consequences could be very high: death or wounding. Don't worry
unnecessarily but do take care. Here are some resources:

e Tips for Hunters and Non-Hunters (USFWS):
https://tinyurl.com/29s5ea8d

o Hike Safely During Hunting Season (American Hiking Society): https://tinyurl. com/vr6cd8f3

¢ Info about hunting seasons in Alaska: https://tinyurl.com/2ux3jkvp

o For specifics see the Alaska Hunting Regulations: https:/tinyurl.com/mjbrn9j3

HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE: FIX YOUR GEAR, PATAGONIA ACTION

Climate changes affect everyone, including trail lovers.

For winter trail lovers, a warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme
events like snow droughts and rain-on-snow events. For summer trail lovers, climate change can bring
more droughts, wildfires, flooding, and permafrost thawing. These impacts will get worse unless we slow

climate change by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions.
Here are some things you can do right now to help make a difference.

Use Patagonia Action Works

Works today.

Since 1972, Patagonia has supported grassroots activists working to find solutions
Patagonia to the environmental crisis. Patagonia Action Works connects individuals with
Action environmental organizations, to act on the most pressing issues facing the world

https://www.patagonia.com/actionworks/home/choose-location/

Take a personal action

Fix or patch your outdoor (and other) gear rather than buying new. If treated
properly, good gear can last a long time. Or consider buying used. Fewer things
being manufactured, means less energy being used to make them. Here are
Some resources:

e To fix your gear: https://www.ifixit.com/

O FixiT

8 Tips for Fixing Your Gear: https://www.gearaid.com/blogs/learn/8-tips-for-fixing-your-gear-on-the-go

[ ]
e Buy Used Gear: 5 Best Sites to Shop: https://gearjunkie.com/news/where-to-buy-used-outdoor-gear
[ ]

Where To Buy Used Outdoor Gear: https://www.theplanetedit.com/used-outdoor-gear/
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SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES
FAIRBANKS TRAILS INC

July 27

It is a wrap! Our summer interns from Ohio and Colorado have completed their internship

and wow did they accomplish a lot. Here is a list of what we got done. The Skarland Ski
.| Trail will be much easier to groom with almost all of the sidehill sections benched.

= | https://tinyurl.com/mpfwbyt

BLM-WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

July 28
Fire Closure Update for the White Mountains National Recreation Area
We're pleased to announce that, due to reduced wildland fire activity and successful suppression

efforts on the Himalya Road Fire group, the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) Eastern Interior Field Office has reduced the fire closure area for
the White Mountains National Recreation Area, opening some areas
around the Wickersham Dome Trailhead.

A one-mile area around the Wickersham Dome Trailhead, near
mile 127.7 of the Elliott Highway, opened today.

Starting on Aug. 1, the fire order further reduces the area closed,
opening access to Lee’s and Moose Creek cabins, and Wickersham
Dome.

Although we are reducing the closed area, some areas will
remain closed for public and firefighter safety due to ongoing activities
associated with the Obrien Fire (#172).

BLM trails remaining closed after Aug. 1:

< Wickersham Creek Trail (north of junction with Trail Creek
Trail)

“Moose Creek Trail (near junction with the Trail Creek Trail)

< Summit Trail (north of Wickersham Dome)

BLM public use cabins and shelters remaining closed:

= Eleazar’s Cabin

“Yeager's Cabin

< Summit Trail Shelter

< Wickersham Creek Trail Shelter

The new order replaces the previous closure from June 18 and reflects our commitment to keep
the public safe while also responding efficiently to fire activity in the area. Fire crews have been working
diligently to protect our public use cabins and trail shelters.

Recent cooler, wet weather has helped reduce fire activity, but visitors should remain alert as fires
are still active nearby and Alaska remains in fire season. Visitors should stay informed on fire activity for the
Obrien Fire, the Himalaya Road Fire group and other fires at https://akfireinfo.com.

For current BLM fire closure or fire prevention orders, check out the BLM Alaska fire restrictions
webpage: https://tinyurl.com/2t9mtmhh

For maps, access information, and resources to plan your visit, be sure to check the White
Mountains Update: https://www.blm.gov/visit/white-mountains/trail-update
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Thank you for your understanding and cooperation as we prioritize safety while providing access to
our beautiful public lands! 4 ¢

FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS
July 24
The University of Alaska intends to issue a land use permit authorizing the use of motorized vehicles
across undeveloped land in the Nordale Road area east of Fairbanks. The permit term is expected to be
five years. The public can comment on the planned move but must submit comment no later than 5:00 P.M.
on Friday, August 22. https:/tinyurl.com/8nbsxavf

The notice has a map, but it's hard to tell where that is. | found it on Google Maps. It appears to be
off the end of River Park Drive. Here's a Google Maps link showing the area.
https://maps.app.goo.gl/YMgwydzoAwvCq7eqb

July 14
News-Miner story on the proposed 214-acre Ridge View Heights Subdivision off the Old Nenana Highway.
The subdivision would include two trails that would pass through it.

--The subdivision design would accommodate two trails recommended by
the borough’s 2023 Comprehensive Trails Plan, including the Alaska Long
Trail and Alder Creek Hillside Trail. The trails won't be built, but the borough
will ensure dedication of the easements to preserve public access.

Welch said trail and local road access are essential but stressed there must be a balance between trails
and the intended residential use.--
https://tinyurl.com/yc4mdysz

INTERIOR LINKS

e Visiting Windy Arch (White Mountains Nat Rec Area): https://tinyurl.com/bds775ku
¢ A boatload of recreational opportunities: Delta Wild and Scenic River: https://tinyurl.com/bdd2tc6z

STATEWIDE

EVENTS TO CELEBRATE NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY IN SEPTEMBER

VOLUNTEER Several events will be held in September across Alaska in celebration of National Public

"NFEF Lands Day.
As of late July, four events were listed on the NPLD website including in the

‘.Q Interior and Southcentral. At least one, at BLM Campbell Tract, includes trail work.
National Public Lands Day is the nation’s largest, single-day volunteer events for
public lands, held annually on the fourth Saturday in September. NPLD brings together
hundreds of thousands of individuals and organizational volunteers to help restore
America’s public lands. The event began in 1979. For more info see: https://www.neefusa.org/npld

National Public
Lands Day
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SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES
ALASKA STATE PARKS

July 29
& Bear Safety Within Alaska State Parks %4

Nothing will guarantee your safety in bear country, but knowledge and proper behavior go a long
way. For years, people believed bear behavior was unpredictable—but as biologist John Hechtel with the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game says, “Bears have reasons for doing things. It's only from our lack of
understanding that their behavior seems unpredictable.”

When you're exploring within
Alaska State Parks, including Chugach,
staying bear-aware helps keep both you
and the bears safe:

v/ Make noise on the trail—talk,
sing, or clap to avoid surprising wildlife.

V Hike in groups—bears are
less likely to approach when you're not
solo.

V/ Carry bear spray—and keep
it where you can reach it quickly.

V Store food and scented items
properly—use bear-proof containers or
hang items 10 ft up and 4 ft out.

v/ Never feed bears—it's unsafe for everyone and leads to more dangerous encounters.
If you see a bear:

@ Stay calm and speak firmly.

@ Slowly back away—don’t run.

@ If charged, stand your ground—many are bluff charges.

@ |fa bear is persistent or predatory, defend yourself.

Learn more and brush up on best practices at:

& https://dnr.alaska.qgov/parks/safety/bears.htm
Let’s respect the wild and recreate responsibly.

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA

July 9
Do you like float boating, or know someone who does?
Located north of Fairbanks, Beaver Creek Wild and Scenic River comprises part of one of the
longest road-to-road float trips in America. Most floaters put in at Nome Creek,
then spend the next six to 10 days floating through the White Mountains
National Recreation Area until takeout at Victoria Creek. Air taxi pick ups can be
arranged, or floaters can stay on Beaver Creek for an additional 176 miles until
it merges with the Yukon River. Another 96 miles on the Yukon will drop you at
the bridge on Dalton Highway, totaling a journey of over 360 river miles!
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To read about this epic float trip and start planning your own, please visit
https://www.blm.gov/blog/2025-01-16/far-more-few-beavers
u&i: A floater on Beaver Creek Wild and Scenic River. Photo by Bob Wick (BLM).

FAIRBANKS CYCLE CLUB

July 18

Alaska STIP Amendment Approved

The Alaska Department of Transportation has announced approval of 2024-2027 STIP Amendment #2.
This is basically a spending plan of transportation plans and priorities across the state, including for non-
motorized transportation projects. Following along with STIPs and STIP amendments takes some digging,
but if you are interested in that check out the story and then click on the link at the bottom of the press
release here: http://notice.alaska.gov/220225

STATEWIDE LINKS

e State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
e  Community Winter Trails Program (for rural communities): https://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/wintertrails/

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

e 10th Annual Confluence Summit (Sept 23-25): www.alaskaoutdooralliance.org/confluence-ak

e Want to make yourself less appealing to mosquitoes? https://tinyurl.com/bda4n6mw

o AlaskAcross: Path of the Animals: https:/tinyurl.com/84rnc6b8

e Away to survive on Alaska’s west coast: Unalakleet National Wild River: https://tinyurl.com/tw45n6pm

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

BUDGET BILL CLAWS BACK MILLIONS IN TRAILS FUNDING, RTC SAYS

On July 15 the Rails to Trails Conservancy posted this information about the budget bill recently passed by
Congress:

As much as $750 million for trails, walking and biking is being clawed back through the One Big
Beautiful Bill.

When the bill was signed into law, Congress rescinded all unobligated funding from the
Neighborhood Access and Equity Program—a major blow to efforts restoring connectivity in
communities so that everyone can get where they need to go.

More than 20 people die walking every day, and bicyclists and pedestrians are the most
likely road users to be seriously injured or killed. That's why hundreds of places, representing all 50
states, are pursuing connected trail and active transportation networks, creating safe spaces for
people to walk and bike so that everyone can get around, bringing economic opportunity, and
improving quality of life for their residents.

Now, many of those projects will not receive the investment they were promised in rural,
suburban and urban communities alike, and people’s lives are being risked.

“This move by Congress is appalling, and it sends a clear message. We need to band
together—the public, local and state officials, and champions in Congress—to protect the range of
funding that exists for this vital infrastructure. RTC will remain vigilant in advancing a federal policy
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agenda that provides opportunities to overcome this setback, making safe, connected active-
transportation infrastructure accessible to all Americans.” -Kevin Mills, RTC's vice president of
policy.

With millions of people relying on trails where they live, current public funding falls far short
of the scale of demand and urgency to provide safe walking and biking routes nationwide. RTC has
developed a federal policy agenda that outlines a bold strategy to build the nation’s essential
walking and biking infrastructure.

Read more of story + RTC's plan for action: https://tinyurl.com/2fdtkuja

GROUP OFFERS ONLINE CREW LEADER TRAINING FOR TRAILS, MORE

Are you a tour guide, outdoor educator, or passionate adventurer looking to level up your leadership in the
outdoors? Amerlcan H|k|ng Sometys Crew Leader Tralnlng Program is now open to individuals and
: : - @3 organizations outside of AHS—and it's your
chance to bring our trusted best practices to
your next group leadership experience.

For over 50 years, AHS has led
Volunteer Vacations across the country—

—— mobilizing thousands of volunteers to improve

and maintain tra|Is on public lands. With decades of hands -on experience in group dynamics, and outdoor
logistics, we've developed this training to share the same leadership principles we use to run safe,
successful trail maintenance trips in diverse environments across the country.

Whether you're managing week-long backcountry trips or leading single day trail maintenance
projects, you'll gain tools to improve group safety, organization, and outdoor ethics—backed by AHS’s half-
century of experience in trail stewardship.

Find out more here: https://americanhiking.org/crew-leader-training/
From American Hiking Society email

THE 2025 NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS PHOTO CONTEST IS OPEN

ENTER American Trails sponsors the annual
contest for photographs of designated National
Recreation Trails across the country. Our annual
contest provides awards in several categories and
shows off entries (and previous winners) on the
NRT website.

The goal is to highlight the diversity of the
NRTs and to make more Americans familiar with
these great trails. We're looking for good photos of
trail users as well as special facilities, art on the
trails, management issues, construction, and
volunteers. We also want to see entries that cover e o4
the many types and uses of National Recreation Trails throughout Amerlca

For more info: www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/photo-contest
From American Trails website; photo from 2024 contest winners
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NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2025 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
o Conservation Volunteers VIP (June newsletter): https://tinyurl.com/ve9esvz5

FUNDING

e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/trailtrust.com/

e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

o Clif Family Foundation grants (for groups; ddline Aug 1): https://cliffamilyfoundation.org/grants-program

OTHER LINKS
e Trails Magazine (quarterly, print only): https://trailsmag.net
e Cuts to the U.S. Forest Service are impacting trails during peak season: https:/tinyurl.com/3fj6huby

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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