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CHALLENGE OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES TO FIND TRAILS IN INTERIOR

The 2025 Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge is live!

The challenge, sponsored by Design Alaska, started June 23 and lasts until September 30. Most of
the 20 signs are up across the borough. Signs 16 and 17 will go up the Fourth of July weekend. Signs 14
and 20 were active fire closure areas in late June, so if you have any doubts make sure to check before
you go: https://akfireinfo.com

This event, put on by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department, is an
all-ages, all-abilities, outdoor scavenger

hunt. The challenge is designed to get °;‘§p FAIRBANKS

you out with your friends and family to
explore our wonderful local trails, both
new and familiar.

Anyone is allowed to participate
in the search. When you find a sign,
mark it off on your checklist. On
September 1st, those registered will
receive a Checklist Survey in their email.
There is also a checklist in the Trails
Challenge Guide (see link below).

Participants are encouraged to take the photos and post them on social media with the hashtag
“#FNSBTrails”. Putting it on the Trails Challenge Facebook Event (under the Discussion tab) is a great way
to share. And of course, leave the sign to be found by the next trail challenge participant.

Participants who find the minimum number of signs for their category get their official award and
can win prizes. Whether you find one or find them all, challenge yourself to get outside and enjoy nature!

Register online under the purple "Events" tab at: https://tinyurl.com/hctevh79

Check out the Trails Challenge Facebook Event here: https://tinyurl.com/494zd59y

Get your Trails Challenge Guide here: https://tinyurl.com/bdxdwd5f

ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR TRAIL PROJECTS

ba 48 As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects, remember that Alaska
: Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized
trail groups in the Interior. The trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail
tools including mcleods, Pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If you
would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth
(gcorth@straydogs.us).

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

June 30

Several water and land trails on BLM land in Interior Alaska are still closed due to wildfire activity. Keep
track of the closures (and re-openings) here: https:/tinyurl.com/2t9mtmhh

June 28
The Fairbanks Borough Assembly unanimously passed an ordinance at its June 26 meeting that will make
it easier to build trailheads in the borough. Thank you to everyone who helped
advocate for this ordinance. You can thank the Assembly by sending an email
to: assembly@fnsb.gov or by contacting individual Assembly members here:
https://fnsb.gov/171/Borough-Assembly

Find out more about the ordinance here: https://tinyurl.com/nhbnxc54

t

June 26
Jay Cable reports that BLM smokejumpers did some work earlier this month on the Summit Trail in the

. i White Mountains National Recreation Area. The Summit Trail runs from
{ the Wickersham Dome Trailhead past Wickersham Dome and down to the
Wickersham Creek Trail, just before it reaches Borealis-LeFevre Public
Use Cabin.

They also brushed a connector trail from Yeagers Public Use
% Cabin to the Summit Trail, making that cabin more accessible in summer.
; Jay calls it a "Huge improvement!"
: But do note that this area, including the Wickersham Dome

Trailhead, has been closed because of fire activity in the area. Read the closure order here:
https://tinyurl.com/5xfmmmuu

June 17

The Fairbanks Borough Assembly at its June 12 meeting voted 6-3 to spend $27,455 to be used as match
funding for more than $250,000 in federal grants to improve the Chena Riverwalk and Chena Lake Rec
Area trails.

Thank you to all who advocated for this.

Before the vote, the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner had an article on what the
projects would do. Work on the Chena Riverwalk would include spot repairs. Work in
the Chena Lake Rec Area would include spot repairs to the already-paved south
loop trails and would pave the now-gravel peninsula trails. The south loop and
peninsula trails are connected. (Note: the work does NOT include the dirt River Park
trails.)

From the News-Miner story.
--The south lake trail loop has sustained damage over the years from heavy roots, frost
heaves and cracks in the asphalt. The peninsula trail also has sections that are heavily
rooted.—

See a map of the trails here (not sure why they are called south "loop" trails, as they are not a loop).
https://tinyurl.com/n968svce
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Here's a link to the News-Miner story: https://tinyurl.com/4nxycfv2
If you'd like to thank the assembly, you can send an email to: assembly@fnsb.us

June 7
This Northern Journal article explores possible antimony mines in the Fairbanks area, some of which may
affect trails in the area, including Treasure Creek Trail and trails on Ester Dome. https://tinyurl.com/xfftpued

June 7
The recent Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks member newsletter had some info of use to a variety of trail users:
e The ‘Steese Underpass’ had a kerfuffle and it got fixed. This project is linked to the new US Fish &
Wildlife building planned for the corner of Steese and Johansen. Jon Wros, with the Conservation
Fund, clarified the need to our Borough Assembly which then passed the
planned subdivision which had not been recommended. Thank you, Jon and
Assembly. The ‘Steese Underpass’ is planned for north of the current swan
pond. Engineering reports note high volumes of ground water which may
need to alter the design. The reroute around the intersection will be
converted into the new bike path. Did you hear that the US Fish & Wildlife
building is aiming to be the first federal ‘zero carbon’ facility in the Arctic
region?
e The Warming Hut has a new fountain with great water!

FAIRBANKS TRAILS, INC
June 28
Sta Justice

On Monday the interns will finish the Creekside Trail in Chinook Conservation Park. The

| Interior Alaska Land Trust has made great progress installing two beautiful aluminum bridges.
i They asked Fairbanks Trails Inc for help on the trails. The drawing only shows the ends of the
loop as the rest is obvious... beside the creek. The trail needs traffic to get worn in. Check it

INTERIOR ALASKA LAND TRUST
June 15
A huge thank you to the volunteers who joined us at the Peat Ponds this Sunday for a work
party! We installed new signage, resurrected a bench from the banks of the pond, and
completed some cleanup and trail maintenance ‘@

Volunteers %&; Justin Hill, Chelsea Arnold, Emily Donaldson, & Marissa Breslin

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS AND PARKS FOUNDATION
June 14
Mastodon Trail work with State Parks Citizens Advisory Board, Interior Alaska Trails and Parks Foundatlon
Mainscape Landscaping, Alaska Trails, and awesome Volunteers. : '
29 folks showed up to work in the first heat of our 2025
summer. 82 degrees! Brushed 1.5 miles (a little more as the 5-person
Mainscape team started at 3 mile and worked back towards us.Cleaned
drains over 3 miles.
IATPF provided sandwiches, snack bags and water.
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STATEWIDE

FUNDING FOR TRAILS IN THE STATE BUDGET THIS YEAR

Despite the turmoil of this year's state legislative session, we are happy to see some trail and safe
transportation funding in the FY26 state budget. A couple of great projects
are getting funded, now that Gov. Dunleavy has enacted the budget:
e Glenn Highway Trail Connection: Construction of the missing bike
path connection along Birchwood Loop Rd in Chugiak ($545,820)
e Healy to Antler Ridge Trail Separated Path: Match funds for the
federal Transporation Alternative Program grant, Denali Borough
($181,940)
e Denali Park Pedestrian Bridges and Trail: Funding for pedestrian
bridges and a trail in Denali Borough ($272,910)

All three of these projects are important in their own right, but they also fill
a few gaps along the Alaska Long Trail route. On behalf of the trail user
community, Alaska Trails is grateful to the state legislature and the
Governor to including this funding in the state capital budget this year.

PLAN TO SELL MILLIONS OF ACRES OF PUBLIC LANDS ON HOLD

A provision to sell millions of acres of public land was pulled a few days ago from the Congressional budget

A

ALASKA'
TRAILS

bill because it violated the Senate's rules for the procedure Republicans are
trying use to fast-track the bill.

Utah's Mike Lee, who crafted the original proposal, said earlier that he
would rewrite it in an attempt to get it back into the bill. Lee said the new
N version would "include only Bureau of Land Management land within 5 miles of
: a population center and exempt U.S. Forest Service lands altogether."

However, as of press time, there was no news as to whether the rewrite had been included in the bill. A
vote on the bill is imminent.

You can see an Alaska Beacon story about the provision being pulled from the original budget bill
here: https://tinyurl.com/vv6348jc

GROUP ADVOCATES FOR RESPONSIBLE USE OF PUBLIC LANDS

Responsible Stewardship is a volunteer 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to fostering stewardship
together for the betterment of our public lands, outdoor spaces and communities for everyone to enjoy
responsibly. The group does this through examples and through “Education Through Action.” One example
regards social media:

e Consider your digital impact before posting on social media

e Use broader location geotags and hashtags like states or countries vs | I l
specific locations like parks, mountains, lakes.. etc.. Or use NO geotag ‘ |
location at all. NS

e Consider the following before you post. Is there adequate: parking,

restrooms, roads, and enforcement?

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
JULY 2025



If your answer to any of these is NO, then choose No geotag on that location. So, please think
before you post and tag.

See more of the group’s ethics here: https://www.responsiblestewardship.org/ethics

Find out more about the group here: https://www.responsiblestewardship.org/

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA

June 7
Trails offer us the chance to connect with the amazing landscapes of Alaska’s public lands.
It's our turn to give back to them!

When you're out on the trails this #NationalTrailsDay, remember to bring your trail
etiquette with you.

@lShare the Trail- Make room for each other, communicate, slow down, and be
i courteous.

¢-Stay on the Trail- While we have many areas for off-trail exploration, designated trails help

protect the surrounding ecosystem. Respect the tiny tundra plants and the baby spruce that are trying to
grab hold by keeping to the trail.

&Be Wildlife Aware- We share wild Alaska with a lot of big critters, including moose and bears.
Make noise, bring bear spray, and always give wildlife space when you see it.

[ Leave No Trace- Pack it out! What you bring with you, should go back with you. Dispose of trash
properly and avoid &on your shoes by picking up pet waste!

We look forward to seeing you out there!

m&i: Hiker on a boardwalk section of the Pinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail. BLM Photo by
Craig McCaa.

STATEWIDE LINKS

o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
e Hikers can walk U.S. side of Chilkoot Trail. But what happens at border?: https://tinyurl.com/35bf363e

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e 10th Annual Confluence Summit (September): www.alaskaoutdooralliance.org/confluence-ak
o Alaska Army Major invents Arctic system for cold-weather rescue: https://tinyurl.com/4w6rwaw?

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

FEDERAL BUDGET PROPOSAL WOULD CUT TRAILS FUNDING

See the following call to action from the American Hiking Society:

President's Budget Proposes Drastic Funding Cuts to Trails
The President’s proposed 2026 budget recently sent to congress proposes drastic cuts to trails!
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The Forest Service will face trail funding cuts of 60% and the

elimination of funding for Legacy Roads and Trails. BLM National A A .
Scenic and Historic Trails funding has been eliminated completely. The l.n?rlcan
National Park Service budget has been cut by over a billion dollars, H Hlklng
including $900 million for park service operations which funds trails. Societ
The budget also proposes to cut permanent funding for LWCF. s y

It's up to Congress to stop these cuts! Send a message to your elected officials today!

Take action here: https://americanhiking.org/take-action/

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2025 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
o Conservation Volunteers VIP (June newsletter): https://tinyurl.com/ve9esvz5

FUNDING

e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/trailtrust.com/

e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

o Clif Family Foundation grants (for groups; ddline Aug 1): https://cliffamilyfoundation.org/grants-program

OTHER LINKS
e Interior Designates Five New National Recreation Trails: https:/tinyurl.com/yck253w3

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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