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LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	

• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     

(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

ALASKANS TO CELEBRATE NATIONAL TRAILS DAY IN JUNE 
VOLUNTEER, JOIN IN Several events will be held across Interior Alaska in celebration 
of National Trails Day, Saturday, June 7. See the list below. Or you can check out the 
National Trails Day website: https://americanhiking.org/national-trails-day/find-an-event/  

National Trails Day is the American Hiking Society's signature trail awareness 
program. It inspires the public and trail enthusiasts nationwide to seek out their favorite 
trails to discover, learn about, and celebrate trails while participating in educational 

exhibits, trail dedications, gear demonstrations, instructional workshops and trail work projects. For more 
info see: www.americanhiking.org/national-trails-day/ 
 
FAIRBANKS 

• National Trails Day at Ester Dome Singletrack: https://tinyurl.com/3skjcnfa  
DENALI  

• Nenana River Trail Construction at Denali: https://tinyurl.com/3hs2fw9y  
DELTA JUNCTION 

• Hike Donnelly Dome with DJTA: www.facebook.com/events/1382790619702364/ 
 
COMMENTS DUE ON SKARLAND SKI TRAIL PROTECTION 
COMMENT Comments are due by June 7 on the Notice of Intent and Public Comment -
FAST Area Surface Upgrades that will involve the upgrade of multiple surfaces in Fairbanks 
and North Pole. Included in the list is a project to place jersey barriers to protect the 
Skarland Winter Trail from snow berms plowed from Ballaine Road. Construction is currently 
planned for summer 2026. For more information or to submit comments, contact John 
Nectarous at (907) 451-5448 or email john.netardus@alaska.gov. 
 
ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR TRAIL PROJECTS  

As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects, remember that Alaska 
Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized 
trail groups in the Interior. The trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail 
tools including mcleods, Pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If you 
would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth 
(gcorth@straydogs.us). 
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FAIRBANKS BORO LOOKING TO BUY EASEMENTS FROM LANDOWNERS 
SELL AN EASEMENT The Fairbanks Borough is looking for landowners who have a trail on their property 
that is in the borough trails plan but does not already have a public access easement. The borough would 
like to purchase trail easements from willing landowners. If you know have such a trail, please read the 
announcement below and/or see this brochure: https://tinyurl.com/mt4st9wj. If you have a trail that runs 
across your property and are uncertain of the status, call Trails Coordinator Andrea Jacobs (contact 
information below).  

 
The Fairbanks North Star Borough's Parks and Recreation Department has been 
developing a new program, Legal Trail Access Initiative, which uses Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) funds to purchase trail easements from willing 
landowners to secure legal public recreational access as suggested in the 
Comprehensive Recreational Trails Plan. The primary goal is to reduce liability for 
landowners and instances of trespassing while also making it possible for the 
Borough to build and maintain trails which could not have funds invested in them 
previously due to their lack of a public easement. The Borough is currently in the 
process of testing the process with interested landowners who have a CRTP trail 
crossing their property which does not have a public access easement associated with it. If you are 
interested, please contact the Trails Coordinator, Andrea Jacobs, at andrea.jacobs@fnsb.gov. 

 
WATCH FOR BEARS, MOOSE CALVES WHEN OUT ON THE TRAILS 
It’s calving season for the moose and things can get dangerous fast when you 
surprise a moose or get too close, and the mama decides it’s time to protect her 
young. And, of course, bears are out of hibernation and active. To learn how to 
avoid surprising animals and deal with uncomfortable or dangerous situations, 
check out these resources: 

• www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livewith.moose 
• www.muni.org/Departments/parks/Pages/Wildlife.aspx 

Photo from Denali National Park by Ken Conger, National Park Service 
 
WATCH FOR BIRD NESTS WHEN WORKING ON TRAILS 
Trail work sometimes requires downing trees or clearing shrubs. When doing so make sure not to violate 

the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which makes it illegal for anyone to 
“take” migratory birds, their eggs, feathers, or nests. “Take” includes 
destroying or damaging active bird nests or eggs. Different areas of 
the state have different sensitive periods generally occurring between 
April 15 and July 25. However, if you encounter an active nest at any 
time leave it in place and protected until young hatch and depart. 
“Active” is indicated by intact eggs, live chicks, or the presence of an 
adult on the nest. 

For more information and recommended time periods for avoiding vegetation clearing see: 
www.fws.gov/alaska-bird-nesting-season  

Photo from Denali 101: www.denali101.com/denalinationalpark/birds_of_denali.html  
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ORGANIZATION AIMS TO HELP CLEAN UP TRAILS WITH YOUR HELP 
VOLUNTEER Clean Trails is an international 501(c)3 nonprofit organization with a world-wide community 
of people dedicated to keeping our wild places and the trails that access those spaces free 
of litter.  

According to the group, “study after study shows the highest indicator that 
someone will pick up litter is if they witness someone else picking up litter. That’s because 
peer group norms are more powerful than incentives, and when worked in concert with 
each other, they can provide impressive behavioral change impacts.” 

If you’d like to help with this effort, check out the group’s website: https://www.cleantrails.org/ 
 
ALASKA STATE PARKS POSITIONS CAN INCLUDE TRAIL WORK 
Alaska State Parks has a variety of seasonal positions through its the Alaska Conservation Corps (ACC), 

which are paid jobs, and its volunteer program. Tasks will vary and may include trail work, 
maintenance, fee station, or office work. Most positions begin in late May or early June. 
Some offices will start recruitment as early as March. You may wish to call the office in the 
area you wish to work in, to find out what positions they are offering this year and when 
applications are being accepted. For more information see:  

• ACC: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/accinstr.htm  
• Volunteer Program: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/vip/index.htm 

 
HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE: 1% FOR THE PLANET, CLIMATE RIDE 
Climate changes affects everyone, including trail lovers.  

Climate change and other environmental problems may seem like an overwhelming problem, but 
we humans created them one step at a time, and we can solve them that way, too. Let’s do what we can to 
now for our children, grandchildren, and beyond.  

Here are some things you can do right now to help make a difference. 
 
Take a personal action 
Join or organize a fundraiser through Climate Ride: https://www.climateride.org/  

Climate Ride helps mobilizes people to protect our planet through life–changing adventures. The 
group organizes charitable biking, running, and hiking events to raise awareness and 
support sustainability, active transportation, and environmental causes. 

You can join one of the many already scheduled events, many are in-person but 
some allow for virtual participation. Or you can organize your own event or adventure. The 
page has a Design Your Own Event under its Events dropdown menu. 

Find out more at: https://www.climateride.org/  
 
Join or Donate to 1% for the Planet 
The goal of this group is to “connect our members with high-impact environmental partners that align with 

their values and add to their brand story.” 
 The group was started in 2002 by Yvon Chouinard, founder of Patagonia, and Craig 
Mathews, founder of Blue Ribbon Flies. It now has more than 5,000 members. If you are a 
business, you can join the group. But even if you are not a business owner, you can still 
donate to the group.  
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1% for the Planet does not focus solely on climate change, but that is a big part of it. If you become 
member, you get to choose your own cause.  

Find out more at: https://onepercentfortheplanet.org/  
 
SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
 
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 
May 15 
Really great news for greenspace AND trail advocates! This helps preserve some great trails connected to 
the Isberg Recreation Area. Please donate if you care about this area. Thank you IALT! 
 
Shared from Interior Alaska Land Trust 
May 15 
🌲New Parcel Update!🌲 
We’re excited to share that the Interior Alaska Land Trust has 
secured the Cripple Creek Headwaters parcel (Highlighted with 
red outline) — over 300 acres of wetlands, upland habitat, and 
public trails adjacent to the Isberg Recreation Area! This project 
nearly doubles the protected greenspace in an area and helps 
safeguard the headwaters of Cripple Creek, providing vital 
habitat for salmon. 

Thanks to the incredible work of our supporters, we've 
already raised two-thirds of the funds needed — but we still need 
your help to finish strong! Every donation brings us closer to fully 
conserving this special place for wildlife and recreation. If you live 
in the Cripple Creek Community, enjoy the Isberg Recreation 
Area, or support our efforts to restore Cripple Creek consider 
making a donation!  

🔗 Donate here: https://www.gofundme.com/f/up-on-cripple-creek  
Thank you for being part of this effort to protect and connect our trails, wetlands, and community 

spaces. Stay tuned for updates and ways to get involved! 
Together, we’re making a difference. 💙 

 
May 14 
Here’s a new map of trails on private property north of Herreid Road: https://tinyurl.com/2jbjfte5 
You can find even more resources on the Interior Alaska Trails website: www.interioralaskatrails.org/ 
 
May 29 
The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story on upcoming FAST Planning projects. A couple of the projects 
are trail-related.  
 

--Long-planned improvements to Miller Hill and Yankovich roads west of Fairbanks are set to start 
next year.-- 
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--According to DOT, Yankovich Road would be widened to 30 feet wide, with 10-foot-wide lanes 
and five-foot-wide shoulders. Miller Hill Road would be reconstructed and widened to a similar 
standard, while the bike path on the road’s east side will be paved.-- 

 
Other projects may be delayed due to staffing shortages and agreement delays. Trail-related projects that 
may be delayed are: 

--Pave the gravel trails in Chena Lake Recreation Area’s south lake loop and peninsula 
--Repave the Mitchel Expressway Path from Geist Road to Loftus to Steelhead Road. 

 
Read more details in the story: https://tinyurl.com/yc7ts6jk 
 
May 11 
The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story on the Senior Recognition Day and the Healthy Living 
Summit. It listed several seniors who were honored at the event, including Stan Justice, who was named 
2025 Outstanding Senior Volunteer. 

Here's a snippet from the story.  
 
--Stan Justice is well known for his tireless dedication to trail maintenance, construction and 
preservation. He has spent decades maintaining and grooming the Skarland and Pearl Creek Trail 
systems. He created and maintains ski trails on the Fairbanks Golf Course and he pioneered the 
Rat ponds loop off the Alaska Dog Mushing Association trails.— 
 

Congratulations, Stan! 
 
ALASKA STATE PARKS 
April 30 
🌲 Northern Region Volunteer Opportunity: Trail Workday at Mastodon Trail! 
🌲 
Join us for a rewarding day of trail maintenance at the beautiful Mastodon 
Trail in Chena River State Recreation Area, just outside Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Help preserve our cherished hiking paths and enjoy the great outdoors!  
🗓 Date: Saturday, June 14th 
🕘 Time: 9:30am - 5pm 
📍 Location: Mastodon Trailhead, Chena River State Recreation Area 
🎟 Register Here: https://mastodon-trail-workday.eventbrite.com  
Bring your gloves, sturdy boots, and a passion for nature. All tools and 
guidance will be provided. Let's work together to keep our trails safe and 
enjoyable for everyone! 
 
ALASKA DOG MUSHERS ASSOCIATION 
May 20  
⚠🚨Good morning trail users! 🚨⚠ 

It has been brought to our attention there is a dangerous section of trail near the peat ponds where 
melting permafrost has created a sinkhole in the trail. Please use caution in this area as other ground 
nearby may be unstable as well.  



 

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER  
JUNE 2025 

6 

The Board of Directors will be looking into what our options are for this area. More detailed 
information on location sent in by a trail user: 

“There is a sink hole on a section of trail.  The sink hole is located on a long stretch of trail 
overlooking the peat ponds.  As one travels the last half mile towards the Henrik Court trail head entry point 
or the right turn going towards the golf course, the sink hole is on the last section of the raised trail…Also, 
the further one travels south on the trail, there is another area that is showing evidence of dipping.” 

If we have any volunteers willing to take some photos or put up signage / flagging, please contact 
ADMA or a Board Member. Thank you and be careful out there! 
 
 
INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• Residents concerned as Felix Gold eyes projects near Fairbanks: https://tinyurl.com/3xnz3caw 
• Lots of Bikers Attend Matt Glover Bike Path Dedication: https://tinyurl.com/3y9nmjwj 
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Adoption of the Tanana Valley State Forest Management Plan: http://notice.alaska.gov/219740 

	
STATEWIDE	

 
ALASKA TRAILS IS HIRING FOR COMMUNICATIONS POSITION 
APPLY Alaska Trails is now accepting applications for a Communications and Community 
Engagement Manager position. This position will oversee organization-wide communications 
for Alaska Trails, including participating in the development, refinement and implementation 
of the Communications and Marketing Plan for the Alaska Long Trail. This position is open 
until filled.  

More information at: https://www.alaska-trails.org/jobs  
	
	
STATEWIDE LINKS 
• State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm 
• Kotzebue to Kobuk – Fun on the Kobuk 440 trail!: https://tinyurl.com/4vffb6bj 
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Backpacking Denali National Park, without trails or a plan: https://tinyurl.com/3p48zr24 
• Alaska Outdoor Alliance newsletter: https://tinyurl.com/55s7wn6r 
• The Essentials for Traveling in Alaska's Bear Country: https://tinyurl.com/yj2aaftc 
• Taking care of our Alaska state parks | Outdoor Explorer: https://tinyurl.com/476ha4s9 
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NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	
 
TOOL COMPANY TO GIVE TOOLS TO WINNING TRAIL GROUP 
APPLY Warwood Tool has launched a Trail Builder Grant for nonprofit trail organizations. One organization 

will be selected to receive a cache of American-made trail tools valued at over 
$5,000 to own and use for years to come, shipped free to their location. Who can 
apply? 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations involved in trail building, maintenance, or 
stewardship in the continental 49 U.S. states (excludes Hawaii). Deadline to apply 
is June 6. For more information and to apply go to: 

https://warwoodtool.com/pages/2025-trail-grant 
 
NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 
• Am. Hiking Society’s 2025 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/ 
• Conservation Volunteers VIP (May newsletter): https://tinyurl.com/mrjp6sxc  
 
FUNDING 
• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/  
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
 
 
 
Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail 
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: 
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am president of the Fairbanks Cycle 
Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter. 
 


