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WATCH FOR BEARS, MOOSE CALVES WHEN OUT ON THE TRAILS

It's calving season for the moose and things can get dangerous really fast
when you surprise a moose or get too close, and the mama decides it's
time to protect her young. And, of course, bears are out of hibernation
and active. To learn how to avoid surprising animals and deal with
uncomfortable or dangerous situations, check out these resources:

o www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livewith.moose

¢ www.muni.org/Departments/parks/Pages/Wildlife.aspx

Also, check out this Alaska Science Forum column on early rising bears: https:/tinyurl.com/3sz8nybt
Photo Lisa Hupp/USFWS/Alaska region

WATCH FOR BIRD NESTS WHEN WORKING ON TRAILS

Trail work sometimes requires downing trees or clearing shrubs. When doing so make sure not to violate
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which makes it illegal for anyone to “take”
migratory birds, their eggs, feathers, or nests. “Take” includes destroying
or damaging active bird nests or eggs. Different areas of the state have
different sensitive periods generally occurring between April 15 and July
25. However, if you encounter an active nest at any time leave it in place
and protected until young hatch and depart. “Active” is indicated by intact
eggs, live chicks, or the presence of an adult on the nest.

For more information and recommended time periods for avoiding vegetation clearing see:

www.fws.gov/alaska-bird-nesting-season
Photo from Denali 101: www.denali101.com/denalinationalpark/birds of denali.htm/

FAIRBANKS BORO LOOKING TO BUY EASEMENTS FROM LANDOWNERS

SELL AN EASEMENT The Fairbanks Borough is looking for landowners who have a trail on their property
that is in the borough trails plan but does not already have a public access easement. The borough would
like to purchase trail easements from willing landowners. If you know have such a trail, please read the
announcement below and/or see this brochure: https://tinyurl.com/mt4st9wj. If you have a trail that runs
across your property and are uncertain of the status, call Trails Coordinator Andrea Jacobs (contact
information below).

The Fairbanks North Star Borough's Parks and Recreation Department has been developing a new
program, Legal Trail Access Initiative, which uses Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) funds to

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




purchase trail easements from willing landowners to secure legal public LEGAL TRAIL

ACCESS INITIATIVE

recreational access as suggested in the Comprehensive Recreational Trails Plan.
The primary goal is to reduce liability for landowners and instances of trespassing
while also making it possible for the Borough to build and maintain trails which
could not have funds invested in them previously due to their lack of a public
easement. The Borough is currently in the process of testing the process with
interested landowners who have a CRTP trail crossing their property which does
not have a public access easement associated with it. If you are interested,
please contact the Trails Coordinator, Andrea Jacobs, at
andrea.jacobs@fnsb.gov.

ALASKA STATE PARKS POSITIONS CAN INCLUDE TRAIL WORK

Alaska State Parks has a variety of seasonal positions through its the Alaska Conservation Corps (ACC),
which are paid jobs, and its volunteer program. Tasks will vary and may include trail work, maintenance,
fee station, or office work. Most positions begin in late May or early June. Some offices will start recruitment
as early as March. You may wish to call the office in the area you wish to work in, to find out what positions
they are offering this year and when applications are being accepted. For more information see:

e ACC: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/accinstr.htm

o Volunteer Program: http:/dnr.alaska.gov/parks/vip/index.htm

HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE: FIX YOUR GEAR, PATAGONIA ACTION

Climate change affects everyone, including trail lovers.

For winter trail lovers, a warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme
events like snow droughts and rain-on-snow events. For summer trail lovers, climate change can bring
more droughts, wildfires, flooding, and permafrost thawing, all of which can hurt trails and the lands through
which they run. These impacts will just get worse unless we slow climate change, which means we need to
reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

Climate change may seem like an overwhelming problem, but we humans created it one step at a
time, and we can solve it that way, too. Let's do what we can to ensure that future winters still have usable
snow for us and for our children, grandchildren, and beyond.

Here are some things you can do right now to help make a difference.

Use Patagonia Action Works
For almost 40 years, Patagonia has supported grassroots activists working to
Patagonia find solutions to the environmental crisis. But in this time of unprecedented
Tcti? threats, it's often hard to know the best way to get involved. Patagonia Action
Works connects individuals with environmental organizations, to take action on
Works the most pressing issues facing the world today.
www.patagonia.com/actionworks/home/choose-location/

Take a personal action

Fix or patch your outdoor (and other) gear rather than buying new.

Eventually, gear must be replaced, but see how long you can make what you
have last. If treated properly, good gear can last a long time. Or consider l F | X lT
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buying used. Fewer things being manufactured, means less energy being used to make them. It also
means fewer things ending up in the garbage. Here are some resources:

To fix your gear: https://www.ifixit.com/

8 Tips for Fixing Your Gear: https://www.gearaid.com/blogs/learn/8-tips-for-fixing-your-gear-on-the-go
Repair Your Camping Gear: https://backpackers.com/outdoor-quides/how-to-repair-camping-gear/
Buy Used Gear: 5 Best Sites to Shop: https://gearjunkie.com/news/where-to-buy-used-outdoor-gear
Where To Buy Used Outdoor Gear: https://www.theplanetedit.com/used-outdoor-gear/

Used Outdoor Gear: https://www.thecoolist.com/used-outdoor-gear-stores/

Climate change may seem like an overwhelming problem, but we humans created it one step at a time, and
we can solve it that way, too. Let's do what we can to ensure that future winters still have usable snow for
us and for our children, grandchildren, and beyond.

SPRING TRAILS ARE VULNERABLE, PLEASE USE WITH CARE

TREAD LIGHTLY Alaska Trails asks that you please keep in mind how your trail activities might affect other
trail users, especially in the spring.
As snow melts and the ground thaws, the trails become extremely muddy. Using muddy trails at this
W s time can result in ruts that stay all summer when the trails dry out.
& Those ruts can make the trails difficult to use all summer and into the
next winter. They help create erosion by keeping water on the trails.
But with a little thought this problem can be greatly reduced.
e  Try to be patient. Stay off the trails if you can. If you are unsure if
a trail is ready to be used, check it out with the commitment to turn back
{ if you are doing too much damage.
& o Choose low impact. If you use the trails in several different
g ways, choose the method of travel that will cause the least amount of
#| damage if you do run into some muddy sections.
%7l o  Pick your trails carefully. Use well-drained trails with lots of
southern exposure. They typically dry out the quickest. If you just have
to get muddy, please limit your activities to trails that are already
# thrashed.

An alternative to us trails in the spring is to get out on foot or by bike and go explore quiet subdivision
roads new to you. You get to be outside, be active, and probably find out new things about your community.
Photo: Erosion on a popular trail in the Chugach State Park as seen on September 9, 2020 (Lex Treinen/Alaska Public Media)

ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR TRAIL PROJECTS

As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects, remember that Alaska
Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized
trail groups in the Interior. The trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail
tools including mcleods, Pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If you
would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth
(gcorth@straydogs.us).
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SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES
FAIRBANKS TRAILS INC

April 30
The Fairbanks Borough Trails Advisory Commission voted on Monday to recommend adoption of an
ordinance designed to streamline the permitting process for trailheads. The | T
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story about the vote and discussion
surrounding it. https://tinyurl.com/4xjsxsh2
From the story: "The trails commission voted unanimously to
recommend adoption by the borough Assembly. The ordinance will

go to the Planning Commission for recommendations on May 27 and back to the Assembly by
June 13."

The ordinance is not yet on the Planning Commission agenda for that date. You can see Planning
Commission agendas on this page. https://fnsb.gov/475/Planning-Commission
You can read more about this ordinance here. https://tinyurl.com/3asmdk8b

April 19
The University of Alaska Land Management Office (UALM) is seeking public comment on a plan to issue a
land use permit impacting University of Alaska land. The permit would allow motorized vehicle access
across existing trails in the Twin Buttes area northeast of Fairbanks, Alaska. Twin Buttes is along the
Circle-Fairbanks Historic Trail.

Parties interested in commenting on this disposal plan must submit written comments to UALM by
fax at (907)786-7733, by email at ua-land@alaska.edu, or at the address listed below by no later than 5:00
P.M. on Monday, May 19, 2025, to be considered.

Find out more here: https://tinyurl.com/muzmydd4

April 12
The Fairbanks North Star Borough is currently looking for a board member for the Platting Board. This
board occasionally makes decisions that affect trails in the borough. If you think you might be interested in
serving, you can find out more about the Platting Board here:
https://www.fnsb.gov/481/Platting-Board

If you want to apply to serve, check under "Apply to be a Commissioner" on this page:
https://fnsb.gov/406/Boards-Commissions

ALASKA DNR - DIVISION OF FORESTRY & FIRE PROTECTION - DOF

April 11
o Spring Breakup Advisory for Fairbanks Forestry Roads ¢%

Fairbanks Area Forestry urges the public to avoid driving on Tanana Valley State Forest roads
from April 11 to May 19 to prevent costly damage to roads during spring breakup

## Roads like Cache Creek, Rosie Creek, Bonanza Creek, and |
others become muddy, rutted, and dangerous — risking both your vehicle
and future road access for other Alaskans.

Getting stuck or damaging a road this time of year isn’t worth a load
of firewood. Let’s work together to protect Alaska’s forests and roads.

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
MAY 2025



BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA

April 11
Is your furry family member invited on the hike? When recreating in Steese National Conservation Area

(NCA), the answer is yes!

Pet people love to incorporate their fur friends into their plans, and
we have plenty of options to do so! One option is the Pinnell Mountain
National Recreation Trail in Steese NCA. Consider the following when
recreating with your pet:

Conditions can change rapidly in Alaska. Prepare you and your
pooch for all types of weather. Additional gear, such as booties, might be
necessary for intense winter weather.

¥: Check the local leash laws and trail regulations. Leash policies vary.

“¥": To prevent accidents, keep your dog on a leash where wildlife sightings are common. Give
wildlife plenty of space and don’t allow dogs to chase or harass wildlife.

& Practice Leave No Trace Principles and pick up dog poop.

&%: Learn First Aid for Pets at a local class. Campbell Creek Science Center is hosting a class on
May 17th. Learn more and purchase tickets at: Backcountry First Aid for Your Dog, Campbell Creek
Science Center Public Programs - https://www.recreation.gov/ticket/10089159/ticket/10091302.

u&i; Group of hikers in the summer at the North Fork Trail Shelter along the Pinnell Mountain
National Recreation Trail. BLM photo.

INTERIORWIDE LINK

e Avoid Driving on Fairbanks Forestry Roads During Breakup: https://tinyurl.com/23r94vfv

STATEWIDE

TRAILS CONFERENCE KICKED OFF THE TRAIL SEASON IN APRIL

Alaska Trails was excﬂed to bring participants back together for the 2025 Alaska Statewide Trails
Conference, April 24-25, at the BP Energy Center in Anchorage, with all
sessions also presented virtually via Zoom. Presentations and videos
are available at: www.alaska-trails.org/conference-archive-links
Thursday began with a presentation on a $30 million general
obligation bond that passed to support trails in Maine. Pete Didishiem of
the Natural Resources Council of Maine shared the process of
successfully securing that funding for their state's trails. Other Thursday
: sessions included a discussion on how to improve trail crew trainings as
weII as presentatlons on how to better connect with local businesses for sponsorship, how to navigate
multi-jurisdictional partnerships, an update on the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
(SCORP), and a round table of trail groups from around Alaska sharing challenges, progress, and success.
On Friday, the sessions began with an informative presentation by Jon Underwood, president of
Happy Trails, Inc., on successful trail layout. He was followed Mariyam Medovaya, Alaska Long Trail
Coordinator for Alaska Trails, who gave an overview of the current AKLT National Scenic Trail feasibility
study. John Cannella, National Program Manager, National Trails System & National Wild and Scenic
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Rivers System, presented next on the National Scenic Trail System. After lunch, we learned about the
exciting economic impact of trails, the new Anchorage to MatSu Strategic Mountain Bike Trail Plan, and
South America style chainsaw milling. The day closed with a session on Tread Lightly!, a non-profit
promoting responsible outdoor offroad recreation.

Alaska Trails would like to extend a special thank you to all the presenters who took the time to
share their knowledge and expertise. In addition, Alaska Trails is grateful to the Conference Sponsors who
have been consistent supporters of the event throughout the years.

STATEWIDE LINKS

o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

e Act Now: Navigating Federal Turbulence: https:/tinyurl.com/mzjxxnwj

Outdoor Gear Care and Repair | Outdoor Explorer: https://tinyurl.com/yeykhj4t

Public Use Cabin in Coldfoot: www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/10344823

Alaska Outdoor Alliance newsletter (RTP poll, Confluence, more) : https:/tinyurl.com/ymfyby3b
Northern Migration (an off-trail fatbike trip in northern Alaska): https:/tinyurl.com/mr34p76t

NATIONWIDE /WORLDWIDE

GROUPS URGE CONGRESS FOR ADEQUATE TRAIL FUNDING

The American Hiking Society and 259 partner organizations — including American Trails, the American
Motorcyclist Association, the Back Country Horsemen of America, and the International Mountain Bicycling
Association — submitted testimony to Congress urging adequate funding for our nation’s trails and public
lands. Representing millions of trail users who turn to the outdoors for recreation, wellness, and
stewardship, we're calling on lawmakers to prioritize investments that protect and maintain the outdoor
spaces we all love. Read the testimony here.
https://tinyurl.com/43h4kzbm

SEND LETTER The American Hiking Society has made it easy for everyone to send a letter to

Congress asking for full funding of trails. See it here: https://americanhiking.org/take-action/
From American Hiking Society newsletter

PLAN TO HOST AN EVENT FOR NATIONAL TRAILS DAY

PLAN AN EVENT Why host a National Trails Day® event? So your community can come together to hug
trees, join a trail stewardship project, clean up a trail or waterway, or hit the trails for a hike (maybe even
with an adoptable pup!). ;
National Trails Day® is all about celebrating our love for the outdoors and
giving back to the trails that connect us. Whether you've hosted events before or
this is something new for your group, we’d love for you to be part of the movement!
The best part? There’s no wrong way to celebrate! Host a group hike,
organize a clean-up, plan a trail run, lead an educational walk, or get creative with
activities like a scavenger hunt, park BBQ, or sunset hike with post-hike stargazing.
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Ready to make an impact? Learn more about hosting and register your event today
https://buff.ly/4hcZdHI and bring your community together for National Trails Day® this year on Saturday,
June 7th!

National Trails Day® is made possible by our generous partners. Thank you to GORE-TEX Brand,
Fjallraven, and our federal partners National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land

Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Federal Highway Administration.
From American Hiking Society Facebook post

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2025 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
o Conservation Volunteers VIP (April newsletter): https://tinyurl.com/4nnbztxf

FUNDING
e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/trailtrust.com/
e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

OTHER LINKS:

e Tools for Landowners to Have Public Trails on Their Private Lands: https:/tinyurl.com/4439hs86
3D teaching Models of Common Trail Structures: https://tinyurl.com/mr3t7stu

Editorial: Who Will Keep Trails Open? Cuts Threaten Public Lands: https://tinyurl.com/ve79ezar

American Trails Announces 2025 Advancing Trails Awards Winners: https://tinyurl.com/2kfvinuw
Economic Impact of Mountain Biking in Colorado National Forests: https://tinyurl.com/mwkzebap

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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