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GOLDSTREAM VALLEY WINTER TRAILS LOST TO MINING ACTIVITY
i

Fans of the winter trails on the east side of Ballaine |
Road may have noticed that some trails, especially
the eastern end of the Tanana Valley Railroad Trall,
have been lost to the Goldstream Creek Mine.

Eric Troyer (editor of this newsletter) and
other trail advocates have researched the situation,
but options for protecting any of the trails are
limited. The most significant and long-standing trail
is the Tanana Valley Railroad Trail, so the post
focuses on that. Other trails in that area have less -
history and/or have changed course from year to year. If you've been on the trail with the old wooden
bridge, that'’s the railroad trail.

Read more about the situation in this post: https://tinyurl.com/z4pke7mu
Eric Troyer photo of wooden bridge on TVRR Trail from 2017

FAIRBANKS BORO LOOKING TO BUY EASEMENTS FROM LANDOWNERS

The Fairbanks Borough is looking for landowners who have a trail on their property that is in the borough
trails plan but does not already have a public access easement. The borough would like to purchase trail
easements from willing landowners. If you know have such a trail, please read the announcement below
and/or see this brochure: https://tinyurl.com/mt4stiwj. If you have a trail that runs across your property and
are uncertain of the status, call Trails Coordinator Andrea Jacobs (contact information below).

The Fairbanks North Star Borough's Parks and Recreation Department has been developing a new
program, Legal Trail Access Initiative, which uses Capital Improvement Plan
LEONL IR (CIP) funds to purchase trail easements from willing landowners to secure
ACCESS INITIATIVE . . . .
(LTAI) legal public recreational access as suggested in the Comprehensive
Recreational Trails Plan. The primary goal is to reduce liability for landowners
and instances of trespassing while also making it possible for the Borough to
build and maintain trails which could not have funds invested in them
previously due to their lack of a public easement. The Borough is currently in
the process of testing the process with interested landowners who have a
4 CRTP trail crossing their property which does not have a public access
easement associated with it. If you are interested, please contact the Trails
Coordinator, Andrea Jacobs, at andrea.jacobs@fnsb.gov.
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LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




FAIRBANKS PARKS AND REC WINTER TRAILS CHALLENGE IS LIVE

The Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department is again hosting its Winter Trails
Challenge with a new award category.

The sign list was revealed in late December for this popular ongoing event, which is free and open
to anyone. Registration is required to be eligible for prizes and awards. However, FNSB Parks and
Recreation will be switching software systems on
FAIRBANRS January 6 from MyRec to CivicRec. Registration

o W, for this challenge will only be accepted through
CivicRec once it is launched on January 6. Also,
as of press time, trail signs 5, 9, and 10 were
reportedly not out yet but were expected to be
installed by or shortly after December 30.

a WI! EF , 5| And for the first time thgre will be a Pavyblazer
Dch§21 2024 - APR 1s, 2025 /:\(\)Nn':\(red for furry companions. More details to

The Fairbanks Trails Challenge is an all-ages, all-abilities, outdoor scavenger hunt designed to get
you out with your friends and family to explore our wonderful local trails, both new and familiar. Each
summer and winter season, Parks Department staff temporarily installs special signs in secret locations
along a dozen or so local trails. While the signs are up, the public is invited to visit the trails and try and find
the signs. Along the way hopefully you have a chance to learn new skills, see new places, and make
positive memories.

Participants who find at least ten signs during the event can win prizes from local sponsors and the
coveted Trailblazer Award. Participants under the age of 10 can find at least five signs to win the Junior
Trailblazer Award.

e Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/1071705541370332/1071705551370331/

ADMA TRAIL WARNING: 2024-25 RACING SEASON UNDERWAY

This is to notlfy users of the Alaska Dog Mushers (ADMA) Jeff Studdert Trail System that championship
- — races, including the 79th running of the Open North American Championship,
=3 will be held on March 7,8,9, and 14,15, and 16. Other races may be conducted
on the trail system by other groups such as the Fairbanks Skijoring and Pulk
>@W Association and the Fairbanks Cycle Club.
g ADMA races generally are held between 10 AM and 4 PM, but certain
trail turns or access points may be blocked before or after that when the ADMA
grooms and prepares the trail. The specific trails that will be utilized in the
races can be found on the ADMA website (https://alaskadogmushers.com/) or
Facebook page. A map of the Jeff Studdert Race Trail can be found here:
https://tinyurl.com/bdruskeb. (The trails are also on Trail Forks here:
www.trailforks.com/region/alaska-dog-mushers-trails-33292/.)

See more here: https://tinyurl.com/49vwcm6a
By Jeff Conn, ADMA Race Marshal; photo from ADMA website
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SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH PARKS & REC

February 24

~We're celebrating spring break with a Spring Fest! Join us at Tanana Lakes on March 13th from 11am -
3pm for this fun community event.®  Stop by for fat biking, ice skating, campfires, hot cocoa, and more!
See you there! - w=éh =

February 11

We want to hear from YOU! Our FNSB Parks & Recreation Community Survey is open now and your
feedback could help us improve programs, facilities, and our outdoor spaces. Take the survey now through
March 31st! https://arcg.is/1Dav0S3

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS AND PARKS FOUNDATION

February 10

Looking for an AWESOME way to spend some free time? Join our all-volunteer
board to guide trail work throughout the interior! Contact us:
IATPFoundation@gmail.com

Need

--outdoors person

--no experience with boards needed

--willingness to meet monthly

--willingness to help with financial decisions to support trails maintenance and
construction

--optional is the FUN stuff to actually work on trails projects

February 10

Have some TRAIL WORK that you want to do? Apply for funds to cover some or even all of the work. SEE
OUR 2025 GRANT APPLICATION on our website!!!!

https://www.iatpf.org/project-grants

FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

February 27
While not directly trail-related, Senate Bill 105, introduced by Gov. Dunleavy, could impact trails and trail
users across the state.

The bill would allow for an eligible applicant to nominate up to ten acres of available state land for a
cabin site if that land is not included in the state schedule of land offerings.

You can see a news story about the bill here: https:/tinyurl.com/mrx83cmr

And here is Gov. Dunleavy's press release about it: https://tinyurl.com/53yuwcuk

Of note, the Alaska Outdoor Council opposes the bill.

Shared from Alaska Outdoor Council
February 26

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2025



My fellow Alaskans,

We ask your help in opposing Senate Bill 105 Recreation Cabins Bill. We should not sell off the
20% of Alaska that belongs to and is managed by the Alaskan People. If passed we
could see effects such as.

1. **Loss of Public Access**: Selling public land can lead to restricted access
for residents who use these areas for recreation, hunting, and fishing.

2. **Conservation and Wildlife**: Public lands often serve as vital habitats for

wildlife. Privatization can threaten conservation efforts and disrupt ecosystems. Pu&ﬁrc?wﬂN&S

3. **Economic Impacts**: Public land supports tourism and local economies.
Privatization might prioritize industrial or commercial development over sustainable practices.

4 **Long-term Sustainability**: Public lands managed by state authorities aim for balanced use and
protection. Privatization may prioritize short-term profits over long-term sustainability.

Full Bill text: https:/legiscan.com/AK/bill/SB105/2025

STATEWIDE

FEDERAL CHANGES CAUSE CONCERN AMONG GROUPS, BUSINESSES

Recent actions by the Trump administration regarding grants and probationary employees have trail-related
groups moving cautiously and assessing the impacts that have already happened.

One big concern is what, if anything, will happen to the Recreational Trails Program grants, a
federal-funded, state-administered program that brings about $1.5 million dollars a year to Alaska
specifically for trails. While the program is administered by the state, it requires oversight from the Federal
Highway Administration. A recent Anchorage Daily News story reported: “Four of 17 employees from the
Federal Highway Administration in Juneau were laid off Friday afternoon, according to someone familiar
with the situation who was not authorized to speak publicly.” (See the full story here:
https://tinyurl.com/5epayuzn)

Other impacts on trails include the firing of staff from the U.S. Forest Service, the National Park
Service, and the Bureau of Land Management. It is unclear how and if these changes will affect trail groups
and access to trails by the public.

These moves may also be affecting some businesses. The Alaska Outdoor Alliance
(www.alaskaoutdooralliance.org/) has been collecting information from businesses. The following is from a
Facebook post by the group:

DOGE layoffs in federal land management agencies have begun. If the success of your business is
tied to functioning federal lands or your community
benefits from seasonal workers and visitors to
those lands . . . unless there's a reversal or
slowdown of this train wreck, there could be a very
challenging summer ahead. AOA is collecting
stories of impacts real and perceived. If you have
already lost your job, if your community borders
public lands, comment below or keep your
message private by sending your story to “Director
@ AlaskaOutdoorAlliance [dot] org”
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ALASKA STATE PARKS POSITIONS CAN INCLUDE TRAIL WORK

Alaska State Parks has a variety of seasonal positions through its the Alaska Conservation Corps (ACC),
which are paid jobs, and its volunteer program. Tasks will vary and may include trail work,
maintenance, fee station, or office work. Most positions begin in late May or early June.
Some offices will start recruitment as early as March. You may wish to call the office in the
area you wish to work in, to find out what positions they are offering this year and when
applications are being accepted. For more information see:

e ACC: http:/dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/accinstr.htm

o \olunteer Program: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/vip/index.htm

VIDEO EXPLAINS NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL DESIGNATION FOR AKLT
SHARE Have you heard that the Alaska Long Trail is being

considered for a National Scenic Trail designation? Watch this video @
which addresses frequently asked questions to learn more: What does
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rh4QW1hUQil&t=7s\ National Scenic Trail

In March, the BLM is releasing the draft of the feasibility Designation mean?
study for public comment, watch for our announcements about that G = i
on National Scenic Trail designation. Find out more about the study, YES: Motorized use where already permitied
including the video and FAQs, here: www.alaska-trails.org/national- YES Hunting,fishing, frapping where
scenic-trail-study - .

And please share this! There is a lot of misinformation being YES Current land managers refain
spread about the Alaska Long Trail and the National Scenic Trail Rl

designation. Alaska Trails would like your help to spread the facts.

USE “PICK. CLICK. GIVE.” TO DONATE TO ALASKA TRAILS DONATE

DONATE Giving back to the trails you love is easy! Help maintain, improve, and build new trails for you and
your fellow Alaskans by choosing Alaska Trails for your annual Pick. Click. Give. Donations. When you file
for your PFD, choose Alaska Trails to ensure the trails in our backyards are
safe, sustainable, and fun for all and that we can complete the Alaska Long
Trail, a world-class trail system connecting Seward to Fairbanks!

Giving through your PFD is a secure and easy way to make a donation.
When you file for your PFD online, you will be given the opportunity to select a
non-profit to receive a portion of your PFD. If you do, please remember Alaska
Trails. If you use “Pick. Click. Give” you will be able to check a box that
authorizes the state to send your name, contact information, and the amount
you give when it sends contributions to an organization. We want to
acknowledge and recognize your generous support, and this is the only way we will know it’s you making
the gift. For more information on “Pick. Click. Give.” visit: www.pickclickgive.org/

Link to the Alaska Trails “PCG” page: www.pickclickgive.org/index.cfm/pfdorgs.info/Alaska-Trails
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REGISTRATION OPEN FOR UPCOMING APRIL TRAILS CONFERENCE

ATTEND Registration is now open for our annual Statewide Trails
Conference, which will be held April 24-25 at the BP Energy Center in
Anchorage.

We will have both in-person and virtual options for attendance.
We hope you can join us, and we welcome your ideas and feedback on
how to make the most of this gathering.

More information on the conference, including how to access it
virtually, can be found on our Trails Conference page: www.alaska-trails.org/trails-conference

To view recorded sessions and presentation slides from past conferences see our archives at:
www.alaska-trails.org/conference-archive-links.

SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE: STAY INFORMED, REDUCE SINGLE CAR TRIPS

ACT Climate changes affects everyone, especially winter sports.
A warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme events like snow droughts
and rain-on-snow events. These will just get worse unless we slow climate change, which means we need
to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.
CSave out One way you can help is to keep informed. Save Our Snow,
no established in 2004, is an impartial compiler and publisher of data on what
the ski industry and ski resorts are doing to combat climate change.

The site and the “Green Resort Database” were first conceived by
snow sports writer and researcher Patrick Thorne, who has spent the past
several decades collecting information on ski resorts around the world. Increasingly aware of climate
change’s effects on ski areas, and what ski resorts were doing to combat it, Thorne felt uniquely placed to
bridge the information gap that was apparent in the general media and ski industry reporting.

Check out Save Our Snow here: https://saveoursnow.com/

Take a personal action

Carpool, bike, or take public transportation for your commute or to do errands. Each of
these actions help reduce the number of trips taken by a single person in a car. While
taking a car might be convenient, transportation adds almost 30 percent to greenhouse
gases.

STATEWIDE LINKS

o State park trail conditions reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
o New trapping ban looks to protect dogs near some Mat-Su trails: https://tinyurl.com/yc362juz

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

e Anchorage’s Eric Packer creates a forecasting app for winter adventurers: https:/tinyurl.com/wdk2d8ye
e Phishing Email More Sophisticated than Most: https://tinyurl.com/3atcdsjc

e Firings hit U.S. Forest Service in Alaska, with at least 30 jobs cut: https://tinyurl.com/473nvvnx

e ‘Anoutsized impact’: Federal layoffs begin in Alaska on Trump orders: https://tinyurl.com/5epayuzn
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NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE
AMERICAN TRAILS SEEKS APPLICATIONS FOR BOARD MEMBERSHIP

JOIN American Trails is seeking passionate and committed individuals who resonate with its mission to
connect and transform communities through the power of trails and our vision to connect organizations,
agencies, and communities with the education, data, and people they need to build better trails.

The group’s board of directors has chosen to make this broad, open call for interested individuals
because it is actively seeking to broaden the diversity of people, interests, and industries that can join the
organization.

To find out more see: https://form.jotform.com/242774196584167

PLAN TO HOST AN EVENT FOR NATIONAL TRAILS DAY

PLAN AN EVENT Why host a National Trails Day® event? So your community can come together to hug
trees, join a trail stewardship project, clean up a trail or waterway, or hit the trails for a hike (maybe even
with an adoptable pup!).

National Trails Day® is all about celebrating our love for the outdoors
and giving back to the trails that connect us. Whether you've hosted events
before or this is something new for your group, we'd love for you to be part of
the movement!

The best part? There’s no wrong way to celebrate! Host a group hike,
organize a clean-up, plan a trail run, lead an educational walk, or get creative
with activities like a scavenger hunt, park BBQ, or sunset hike with post-hike
stargazing.

Ready to make an impact? Learn more about hosting and register
your event today https://buff.ly/4hcZdHI| and bring your community together for National Trails Day® this
year on Saturday, June 7th!

National Trails Day® is made possible by our generous partners. Thank you to GORE-TEX Brand,
Fjallraven, and our federal partners National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land

Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Federal Highway Administration.
From American Hiking Society Facebook post

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society's 2025 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
e Conservation Volunteers VIP (February newsletter): https:/tinyurl.com/mpuuak58
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FUNDING
e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/trailtrust.com/
e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

OTHER LINKS:

Where would we be without trails?: https://www.americantrails.org/why-trails

Longest Trails: Longest Paved Trail and Longest Ice Skating Trail: https:/tinyurl.com/p96fvyfs
Meet the Canadian who conquered the world's longest hiking trail: https://tinyurl.com/2fbuSams
Legal Issues Associated with Trails: An Introduction: https://tinyurl.com/3rctbw4w

A Path to Moving Forward with Trail Work in 2025: https://www.nohvcc.org/FocusonthePositives/
Economic Potential of the Great American Rail-Trail: https://tinyurl.com/4rcsdm4y
Understanding and Managing the Effects of Trail Use on Wildlife: https://tinyurl.com/yu88m7mf

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the Fairbanks Cycle
Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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