INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER

Dedicated to the preservation and maintenance of trails in interior Alaska

FEBRUARY 2025

FUNDING FREEZE ORDER, THEN LIFT CAUSES CONFUSION

A federal funding freeze on grants and loans ordered — and then rescinded — by a Trump administration
executive order left many trail groups in Alaska concerned.

The administration has since rescinded the order, but other orders and the administration’s efforts
to "end the egregious waste of federal funding" will continue, according to National Public Radio.

According to the story: The administration “expects that rescinding the memo will end the court
case against it, but that executive orders on funding reviews issued by President Trump ‘remain in full force
and effect and will be rigorously implemented by all agencies and departments.™

See the story here: https://tinyurl.com/3ry4phrs

Before the freeze was rescinded, officials in Alaska were struggling to figure out what was
happening. While the lifting of the order offers
some respite, the drastic move, other executive
orders, and comments from the administration
are still causing concern.

Steve Cleary, executive director of
Alaska Trails, is trying to sort out the situation.

“The information we have been getting
keeps changing, so it has been difficult to
figure out what is really happening. We are
trying to find the best people to keep us
updated with accurate information so that we
know how to proceed best.”

Lee Hart, executive director of the
Alaska Outdoor Alliance, is monitoring the
situation. She pointed out that the recently
passed EXPLORE Act passed the House and Senate unanimously making it more likely to be safe. (See
more about the act here: https://tinyurl.com/3a638svu).

Two of the biggest federal trail funding programs in Alaska are the Recreational Trails Program
(RTP) and the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).

“It's too early to know how programs with generous match requirements like RTP and LWCF will
fare since those are cash grants,” Hart wrote in an email before the freeze was lifted.

Before the freeze was lifted, even Senator Lisa Murkowski was uncertain which programs were
included and how long it was supposed to last.

“The big challenge right now is finding people in the administration who are in a position to help us
facilitate some of the answers to these things,” Murkowski told the Alaska Public Media Tuesday afternoon.

See the full APM story here: https:/tinyurl.com/4wfwv98|

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
e List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails:
www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources):
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FAIRBANKS PARKS AND REC WINTER TRAILS CHALLENGE IS LIVE

The Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department is again hosting its Winter Trails
Challenge with a new award category.

The sign list was revealed in late December for this popular ongoing event, which is free and open
to anyone. Registration is required to be eligible for prizes and awards. However, FNSB Parks and
Recreation will be switching software systems on
January 6 from MyRec to CivicRec. Registration FAIRBANKS
for this challenge will only be accepted through d,¥W.

CivicRec once it is launched on January 6. Also,
as of press time, trail signs 5, 9, and 10 were
reportedly not out yet but were expected to be
installed by or shortly after December 30.

And for the first time there will be a
Pawblazer Award for furry companions. More . e§
details to come. DEC 21, 2024 APR 15, 2025

The Fairbanks Trails Challenge is an all-ages, all-abilities, outdoor scavenger hunt designed to get
you out with your friends and family to explore our wonderful local trails, both new and familiar. Each
summer and winter season, Parks Department staff temporarily installs special signs in secret locations
along a dozen or so local trails. While the signs are up, the public is invited to visit the trails and try and find
the signs. Along the way hopefully you have a chance to learn new skills, see new places, and make
positive memories.

Participants who find at least ten signs during the event can win prizes from local sponsors and the
coveted Trailblazer Award. Participants under the age of 10 can find at least five signs to win the Junior
Trailblazer Award.

e Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/1071705541370332/1071705551370331/

ADMA TRAIL WARNING: 2024-25 RACING SEASON UNDERWAY
This is to notlfy users of the Alaska Dog Mushers (ADMA) Jeff Studdert Trail System that championship
races, including the 79th running of the Open North American Championship,
~3  will also be held on February 15 and 16 and March 7,8,9, and 14,15, and 16.
Other races may be conducted on the trail system by other groups such as the
AW Fairbanks Skijoring and Pulk Association and the Fairbanks Cycle Club.
~ ADMA races generally are held between 10 AM and 4 PM, but certain
3 1| trail turns or access points may be blocked before or after that when the ADMA
grooms and prepares the trail. The specific trails that will be utilized in the
races can be found on the ADMA website (https://alaskadogmushers.com/) or
33| Facebook page. A map of the Jeff Studdert Race Trail can be found here:
| https://tinyurl.com/bdruskeb. (The trails are also on Trail Forks here:
) www.trailforks.com/region/alaska-dog-mushers-trails-33292/.)

See more here: https://tinyurl.com/49vwcm6a
By Jeff Conn, ADMA Race Marshal; photo from ADMA website

SUPPORT STATE, NATIONAL TRAILS BY PURCHASING PARK PASSES
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BUY A PASS Many of the great trails in Alaska and the rest of the United States are in state and national
parks. Buying a pass helps support these agencies even if you never use the pass. Of course, if you do use
the pass, then so much the better. That means you are out having fun!

o Alaska State Parks annual pass: Support state parks during a time of tight state
budgets. Of course, your parking is then paid for when you park at a state parks
trailhead that requires a fee. Passes are good for the calendar year. Annual
boat launch passes are also available: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/passes

@ o National Park Service annual passes: The park service offers general passes. It also has a

variety of other discounted or free passes for seniors, fourth-graders, people with disabilities,
some volunteers, and members of the military: www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm

ALASKA LONG TRAIL GETS NEW LOGO FOR BRANDING, WAYFINDING

Alaska Long Trail now has its own logo! It was created by a talented graphic designer
Sebastian Garber and represents key characteristics of the AKLT route: mountains, rivers,
trails, and a sense of adventure (compass).

The logo will be very important for wayfinding along the AKLT. Alaska Trails is
now working with the Muni of Anchorage and Chugach State Park to put trail markers
along the route on their lands this summer."

Find out more about the AKLT here: https://www.alaska-trails.org/alaska-long-trail

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

January 28

Please spread the word: Think hard about using really soft snow trails. Either don't
use them or use them in a way that makes the least impact, such as using
snowshoes. Putting holes and ruts in soft snow trails make the trails difficult to use
for almost everyone, especially after they refreeze.

Shared from Ester Dome Single Track group:
Conditions are pretty rough around the yellow and red loops near
ester dome road trail head. Lots of crusted post holes. Removed a
couple fallen trees. Yellow loop is mostly cleared of brush.

January 28
The Fairbanks Borough is in the early stages of updating its Regional Comprehensive Plan. The last
update was done in 2005.

This plan helps guide the borough in making decisions regarding community land use decisions,
especially as the borough population grows. Ordinances and development programs will use the
comprehensive plan for guidance.

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH All members of the public get a say in how the plan is
| REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | updated. The update process will take many years and there
will be a lot of chances to comment. For now the borough has

a survey. It takes about 10 minutes to complete and will be available through February 10.
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For trail issues, there isn't much specific in the questions, but you do have an opportunity to add
your own comments in a couple of places.

This plan will guide us for many years into the future. Please consider taking the survey.

Copy of the current plan: https://tinyurl.com/393mxspu

Survey: https://tinyurl.com/mt3k6ej9

January 26
--A Fairbanks North Star Borough resolution to pursue a federal grant for design of a segment of the
proposed Alaska Long Trail passed the Assembly in a 7-1 vote on Thursday, but not without some tough
questions.

‘Absolutely no construction is included in this grant,” she said. “This is purely planning and
designing.”--

Shared from Fairbanks Daily News-Miner

January 26

The Alaska Long Trail has been a sought-after
ambition that would create a nationally-designated,
500-mile trail route from Seward to Fairbanks.
https://tinyurl.com/2mmfan25

You can see the resolution here: https://tinyurl.com/ye29kkeb

January 20

If you missed the presentation about lake ice safety due to methane emissions in the Fairbanks area, it was
recorded, and you can watch it here (1 hour):
https://tinyurl.com/mw8ejyme

The presentation was done by University of Alaska Fairbanks
researchers. They have also put together a handy map:
https://ine.uaf.edu/werc/werc-projects/palimmn/

According to Don Kiely, one of the attendees, during the
presentation the researchers talked about the causes of all the
methane and its effects and the development of the map. It's well worth a watch |f you travel outside around
Fairbanks.

January 17
BLM (Bureau of Land Management) will be hosting a presentation at the Morris Thompson Cultural and
Visitor Center in February. These will be about trips mainly in the White Mountains National Recreation
Area.

On February 12 Jay Cable will talk about float and hike trips on Beaver Creek Wild and Scenic
River and hiking the Summit Trail, plus some more epic longer White Mountain National Recreation Area
adventures: https://tinyurl.com/y39ba329

January 17
Help build the next new cabin in the White Mountain Recreation Areal
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T The Folk School is holding a class on log cabin
4 building and the class project will be the new cabin. There are

still a few spots left. The class will be held in the Goldstream

Valley March 21 — April 6 (with opportunistic days off

depending on weather). If you can't attend every class but

want to attend some, please inquire with the Folk School.
The cabin will be placed between the Lee's and

Moose Creek cabins. on Trail Creek Tralil.

For more information https:/folk.school/events/event/log-cabin-construction-3/

A

¥
»
»
»
)
Y

January 16
Bummer! Chena River Walk expansion stalled!

--FAST Planning Executive Director Jackson Fox said restnctlons on either DOT or AARC side
caused negotiations talks to stall.-- =T

--Fox said the borough’s Chena Riverfront Commission
intends to draft a letter to the borough Assembly and
Fairbanks City Council to “encourage all to work on a
path forward.”

Read the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner story here: https://tinyurl.com/ycy48r8w

January 14

KUAC has a story on the Tanana Valley State Forest management plan revision and the effort to include
trails, especially a section of the Alaska Long Trail between Fairbanks and Nenana. The story starts the
01/1302025 newscast: https://fm.kuac.org/KUAC%20Newscasts/2025-01-12/01-13-25-kuac-morning-news

January 15
The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner has a story about the proposed Ridge View Heights Subdivision.

--About 67 acres would be rezoned as rural estates; another 140 acres would be preserved for
outdoor recreation and trail use.

“This subdivision will include the reservation of public
trails and an outdoor recreation area,” Welch said. “Although
it is not everyone’s cup of tea, being able to access a
protected trail system from your backyard has been
described as appealing by many residents.—

--The concept also includes two proposed trails that
are recommended in the borough’s updated comprehensive
recreational trails plan. The recommended trails include the long-sought-after Alaska Long Trail and the
Alder Creek Hillside Trail, a motorized winter route.

“Although the plan includes trail easements, we are not constructing the trails at the time of
development,” Welch said.—

Read the full story here: https://tinyurl.com/mu73mwpr

Access the borough's online open house about the project here: https://tinyurl.com/mr39sjx8

January 10
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If you like to bike on the ADMA trails at Creamer's Field wildlife refuge, mushing season is starting to ramp
up. It's a good idea to check on the ADMA FB page for races and other activities.
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063543311230

You can find general information about dog racing for the season here:
https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/2024/12/30/adma-trail-warning-2024-25-racing-season-starting/

FAIRBANKS TRAILS INC

January 22

We met with Garret Jones and Levi Lewellyn of BLM today to discuss access to Mt Prindle Rock Climbing
area. They are the strong guys that groom the White Mountain trails and are

1A \® willing to help with making a reroute for the Zephyr Creek portion of the
$ ¢= = 4 | route climbers use. Levi has explored many of the trails in the area looking
@ o4 foraccess routes.

: y = g On the image | marked a red line where the Zephyr Creek Trail
e\ ,-——?~ would be rerouted out of the creek bed to a dozed bench on the hill side.
% ' e, g FE A | The orange line is the route climbers use to get to the rock climbing area.

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA
January 10
A 30-day public comment period opened today.
The BLM is doing long-term planning for stream restoration work on
Wade Creek in the Fortymile Wild and Scenic River and is looking for input to
help analyze a suite of aquatic and riparian habitat restoration and rehabilitation
activities that may occur over the next five years or more. Plans also include
development and installaltion of information kiosks to enhance visitor enjoyment
of the area. ;
Help identify issues, impacts and information to include in the assessment.
3 Comment deadline is February 10.
& To learn more and provide input about the work planned for the Fortymile Wild and Scenic
River go to the project webpage: https://ow.ly/4irV50UBt1b
&3 Wade Creek after reclamation 2024

DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION

January 26

It's membership time - join or renew and help DJTA build and maintain trails in the Delta area. We are an
all-volunteer, grass roots organization. Your annual support has contributed to the creation of the River
Walk Park Trails and the Liewer Community Trail, and improvements to the Bluff Cabin Trail. We couldn’t
do it without you! www.deltajunctiontrails.com/get-involved.html

January 5

The DJTA Winter Trails Challenge 2025 is ready to go! Get out and explore your local trails by hiking,
snowshoeing, skiing, or running. Complete the challenge by finding all 6 trail signs, or substitute one trail of
your own choice. For all of the details, download the Winter Trails Challenge Guide from our website.
(Pages from the guide are also attached there.) www.deltajunctiontrails.com/

INTERIORWIDE LINKS
e A White Mountains Adventure: 4 Days in Sub-Zero Splendor: https://tinyurl.com/48fymkuw
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e Fairbanks Trails 2024 Annual Report: https:/tinyurl.com/3zy9aju6

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

e Consider commenting on the Ridgeview Subdivision (scroll down): https://tinyurl.com/yc63kcdr
e Beaver Creek - Far more than a few beavers: https:/tinyurl.com/yc666mun

¢ In-Store Map & Compass Workshop; free; REI Fairbanks; Feb 21: https://tinyurl.com/3xzbdvty

STATEWIDE
SEEKING IDEAS FOR UPCOMING APRIL TRAILS CONFERENCE

ATTEND Please mark your calendar for our annual Statewide Trails Conference, which will be held April
23-25 at the BP Energy Center in Anchorage.

Organizers will have both in-person and virtual options for
attendance. They hope you can join in and welcome your ideas and
feedback on how to make the most of this gathering. If you would
like to present a conference session or have an idea for a session
you would like to see, please contact organizers via this email
address: office@alaska-trails.org
o More information on the conference, including how to
access it virtually, i |s coming soon. It will be posted on our Trails Conference page: www.alaska-
trails.org/trails-conference

To view recorded sessions and presentation slides from past conferences see the archives at:
www.alaska-trails.org/conference-archive-links.

USE “PICK. CLICK. GIVE.” TO DONATE TO ALASKA TRAILS DONATE

DONATE Giving back to the trails you love is easy! Help maintain, improve, and build new trails for you and
your fellow Alaskans by choosing Alaska Trails for your annual Pick. Click. Give. Donations. When you file
for your PFD, choose Alaska Trails to ensure the trails in our backyards are
safe, sustainable, and fun for all and that the group can complete the Alaska
Long Trail, a world-class trail system connecting Seward to Fairbanks!

Giving through your PFD is a secure and easy way to make a donation.
When you file for your PFD online, you will be given the opportunity to select a
non-profit to receive a portion of your PFD. If you do, please remember Alaska
Trails. If you use “Pick. Click. Give” you will be able to check a box that
authorizes the state to send your name, contact information, and the amount
you give when it sends contributions to an organization. Alaska Trails wants to
acknowledge and recognize your generous support, and this is the only way the group will know it's you
making the gift. For more information on “Pick. Click. Give.” visit: www.pickclickgive.org/

Link to the Alaska Trails “PCG” page: www.pickclickgive.org/index.cfm/pfdorgs.info/Alaska-Trails

JOIN GROUP, IMPROVE HOME EFFICIENCY, SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE

JOIN, ACT Climate changes affects everyone, especially winter sports enthusiasts like snowmachiners,
mushers, cross-country skiers, and fatbikers.
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A warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme events like snow droughts
and rain-on-snow events. These will just get worse unless we slow climate change, which means we need
to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

Here is something you can do right now to help make a difference.

Join Winter Wildlands Alliance

https://winterwildlands.org/

Winter Wildlands Alliance is a national nonprofit organization working to fight to protect America’s
snowscapes.

One of the group’s ambassadors is Luc Mehl, an Alaskan cross-country
skier, wild ice skater, and all-around outdoors adventurer. Mehl is just one of many
winter athletes who are ambassadors for the group. See Mehl's profile and all the
other Winter Wildlands Alliance (WWA) ambassadors here:
https://winterwildlands.org/ambassadors

Climate change is just one of the issues the group fights for, but it's a big
one. Climate change affects everyone, especially winter enthusiasts. A warming
climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme events like snow
droughts and rain-on-snow events. These will just get worse unless we slow climate
change, which means we need to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

Take a personal action

Improve energy efficiency of your house. There are many steps you can take to
improve your home’s energy efficiency. Some are as easy as screwing in a light bulb,
while others are more complicated, such as adding insulation. Ideas about on the
internet. Here are two articles with some good ideas from:

e Earthwatch: https://tinyurl.com/yb4ysb6y

e This Old House: https://tinyurl.com/5xdxfuty -

Climate change may seem like an overwhelming problem, but we humans created it one step at a time, and
we can solve it that way, too. Let's do what we can to ensure that future winters still have usable snow for

us and for our children, grandchildren, and beyond.
Photo courtesy of Luc Mehl: Mehl shows off a field repair he did on a ski binding while out on a long ski.

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES

ALASKA OUTDOOR ALLIANCE

January 28
Koniag and Island Trails Network Welcome Confluence to Kodiak for 10th Anniversary Summit Sept. 23 -
25. https://ftinyurl.com/yb5¢3t9]

ALASKA STATE PARKS

January 24
<® Hey photographers! §ea
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Alaska State Parks are an absolute dream for capturing jaw-dropping shots—from golden sunsets
to epic mountain views. Whether you're snapping senior portraits, family e
sessions, or stunning landscapes for your portfolio, let's talk permits! If your
photography is part of a business or involves paid clients, you may need a
permit from the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DPOR).

Why? It's all about protecting these magical places while keeping
them accessible for everyone to enjoy!

Here’s the scoop:

&ed Commercial filming = anything for a market audience.

(=] News coverage? You're in the clear!

@ Covers all state park lands, waters, shorelands, and even those

serene tidelands.
So, whether you're chasing northern lights or filming a bear’s snack break
BB, let's make sure the process runs as smooth as glacial ice.

Reach out to DPOR for your permit and let the creativity flow responsibly at
parkpermitting@alaska.gov

Tag your filmmaker friends and spread the word! Alaska’s beauty is worth doing it right.
E®3 Photo Credit: Beth Holiman

NATIONWIDE /WORLDWIDE

JOIN AHS LOCALLY/VIRTUALLY TO ADVOCATE FOR TRAILS
REGISTER A message from the American Hiking Society:

Our annual Hike the Hill® Advocacy event kicks off on February 10 with virtual issue briefings and
trainings to provide advocates across the country with resources and insider updates on what the
new Congress and administration will work on.

More than ever, every hikers' voice is needed to advocate for public lands and trails. For
just $45 Local/Virtual registration is a great value that provides access to exclusive trainings and
resources for local meetings and issue briefings from advocacy experts.

To register and find out more: https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/hike-the-hill/

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2025 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
e Conservation Volunteers VIP (January newseltter): https://tinyurl.com/2fbm8h2]
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FUNDING

FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/

Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

National Forest Foundation awards (ddin Feb 7, Round 1 MAP applications): http:/tinyurl.com/px7y6ke
Polaris T.R.A.I.L.S. grants (ATV trail projects; due March 1): https:/tinyurl.com/y49dxbhe

Clif Family Foundation grants (for groups; ddline March 1): https://tinyurl.com/5bku286n

Pedestrian and Bicycle Funding Opportunities: https:/tinyurl.com/2yxv6ryy

National Forest Foundation awards (deadlines Feb 7, April): http://tinyurl.com/px7y6ke

OTHER LINKS:

e EXPLORE Act Signed into Law: https://tinyurl.com/y4xphmjy

e BOLT Act, Here's What it Means for America's Long-Distance Bike Trails: https://tinyurl.com/nhe7pzfk
e 2024 NRT Photo Contest Winners Announced: https://tinyurl.com/yr2cnbeh

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong
Alaskan and trail user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at
foxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which
this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am president of the
Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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