INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER

Dedicated to the preservation and maintenance of trails in interior Alaska

DECEMBER 2024

TANANA FOREST PLAN COMMENT EXTENDED TO DECEMBER 20

COMMENT The public comment period for the Tanana Valley State Forest
Management Plan Revision has been extended until December 20. If you care
about trail connections between Nenana and Fairbanks, please send in your
comments. See this blog post for more information and suggestions from Interior
Alaska Trails and Alaska Trails on writing comments: https://tinyurl.com/2rfhh5wh

To see the public notice extending the comment period go here:
http://notice.alaska.gov/217551

Photo by Eric Troyer of Rosie Creek area trails in the Tanana Valley State Forest

SUPPORT PARKS AS PART OF YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

BUY A PASS The holiday shopping season is here. You can use it to encourage people to get outside AND
support some of our greatest recreational assets. Buy a pass for yourself or someone else.
o Alaska State Parks annual pass: Support state parks during a time of tight state
budgets. Buy a day-use pass and your parking is paid for when you park at a
state parks trailhead that requires a fee. Passes are good for the calendar year.
Annual boat launch passes are also available:
https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/passes (Passes are also available to purchase in person. See the
webpage for available locations.

" o National Park Service annual passes: The park service offers general passes. It also has a
.

variety of other discounted or free passes for seniors, fourth-graders, people with disabilities,
some volunteers, and members of the military: https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm

WINTER TRAIL GROOMING PROGRAMS NEED YOUR HELP

DONATE/SERVE Winter is upon us and if there is no snow on the ground in your area, there soon will be.

Many winter trails activities require (or at least are much improved by) S —
grooming, such as snowmachining, skiing, mushing, and fatbiking. If you 8 mean 7 |
engage in an activity that is improved by grooming, please remember to support | = P
those efforts. There are several ways you can help.

If you use an area that is clearly groomed and has a grooming fund,
make sure to donate. Not all trails that are groomed have a specific grooming
fund, but you can also join or donate to the group that is doing the grooming.
Look for signs that tell you how you can help.

You can also support the Alaska Snowtrail Grant Program, which
provides funds for grooming in several areas of the state. The grooming this
program provides benefits more than snowmachiners. Anyone who uses the

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
e List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails:
www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources):
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groomed trails benefits, including fatbikers, skiers, mushers, and hikers. You can’t donate to the
Snowmachine Trails Program, but you can help it by making sure to register your snowmachine, which is
what funds the program. You can also serve on the SnowTRAC board, which advises the state
administration on how the funds are spent. Finally, you can advocate for the program. In years past,
administrations have tried to cut the program as part of budget cutting measures. However, strong
advocacy has kept the program alive.

To find out more about the program see: https://dot.alaska.gov/snowtrails/program.shtml
Most importantly, get out there and enjoy all the great winter trails we have in Alaska!

RESOURCES HELP REDUCE PET/TRAPPING CONFLICTS

Trapping season opens November 1, so trail users who let their dogs run loose should make sure they

Trap Safety for know some basic information about traps and trap lines. A pamphlet and videos
Pet Owners are available.
How to release your pet PAMPHLET: A pocket-sized pamphlet titled “Trap Safety for Pet Owners”

ERERE = {( describes the types of traps and snares that may be encountered and provides

‘ . ,—— | Illustrated instructions on how to free pets swiftly and safely. It is produced by the

Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) and the Alaska Trappers
‘/ Association (ATA). Copies are available free of charge at department offices or
may be viewed on the website at: http:/tinyurl.com/m6oulhk. More information,
(™ S including video footage featuring trap removal instructions, is found on the
Y department’s website at www.adfg.alaska.gov (see “Sharing the Trails” under the
“Hunting > Trapping” dropdown menu).
VIDEOQ: The ATA also sells a 30-minute video, "Sharing Alaska's Trails," that includes information such as
how to know if you are on a trap line, trap line safety, the physics of handling and opening traps and
snares, and tips for first aid for pets accidentally caught in traps. The video doesn't promote
trapping but deals with the practicalities of sharing the trails. A three-minute excerpt of the
DVD can be found on YouTube (www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jk242|ZwEAQ). To order a copy
of the DVD check the ATA store (www.alaskatrappers.org). NOTE: The ATA is working on an
updated version of this video and will have it for sale on the website soon.
Most trapping seasons run from November 1 to the end of February, but the season for a few

species lasts longer. Wolf traps could be active well into April.

ACTION NEEDED TO HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change affects everyone, especially winter sports enthusiasts like snowmachiners, mushers, cross-
country skiers, and fatbikers.

A warming climate can mean shorter winter seasons, and more extreme events like snow droughts
and rain-on-snow events. These will just get worse unless we slow climate change, which means we need
to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

But can the actions of one or two people make a difference? They sure can. Especially if more
people are doing the same. Here are two things you can do right now to help make a difference.

Join “Fix My Funds” https://fixmyfunds.org/

Fix My Funds is a group of climate and financial experts working to help you
. take control of your investment power and shift the economy toward a
FD(MYFU nds sustainable future. This group regularly has sign-on letters and petitions
urging investment businesses to make more sustainable choices.
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Take a personal action

Turn down the thermostat. Heck, you already know how to deal with the cold when you're
outside. Do the same when you're inside! Turn down the heat in your house and put on another
layer or two. Turning down the heat helps reduce the amount of fossil fuels we are using. And
maybe it'll make you be able to handle those outside winter temps just a little better!

Climate change may seem like an overwhelming problem, but we humans created it one step at a time, and
we can solve it that way, too. Let's do what we can to ensure that future winters still have usable snow for
us and for our children, grandchildren, and beyond.

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

Nov 29
Hope everyone is having a great T-Day weekend.

This will be the last time | distribute this trail clearing report. People
have done a great job of making our area trails passable from the October
storm. Thank you!

While some trails are passable, many still require a lot of dodging,
ducking, and weaving to get around trees and brush leaning into the trail. And
some other overleaning trees will probably become a problem with future
snowfalls.

So please, consider doing a little work whenever you get out on the
trails. If you're not planning to do a bunch of trail clearing, please take along
an axe or folding saw and spend a couple of minutes clearing out some :
problem areas. - AT

Feel free to update this local trail clearing spreadsheet or use it to find trails that clear or ones that
still need a little work.

https://tinyurl.com/579yd2zz

Photo from Fairbanks Trail and Waterway Users Facebook page

Nov 5

The Fairbanks Borough Trails Advisory Commission had a good discussion on what's next for the panel
now that the Fairbanks Comprehensive Recreational Trails Plan has passed. Below is excerpted from the
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner.

The commission’s tasks include inventory and review of the borough’s current trails, review
borough and state land disposals for potential trail needs and routing, encourage voluntary public
and private subdivision efforts to incorporate new trails and review borough policy on recreational
trails.

All recommendations to the borough mayor’s office for review.

Short-term “low-hanging fruit” could include developing minimum trail sign standards and
developing a trail education program.

See the full News-Miner story here: https://tinyurl.com/y6ncdpsn

INTERIOR ALASKA LAND TRUST
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November 23
Hope you are all having a wonderful Saturday. The IALT's Muskrat Trailhead is
plowed and open for business this winter!

A reminder that these local recreation opportunities would not be
possible without the dedicated effort of volunteer trail groomers, state agencies,
and non-profits.

If you use the groomed ADMA trails consider purchasing a trail pass, it
funds grooming efforts:

https://alaskadogmushers.com/trail-pass-and-membership/

If you like the new trailhead and want to support local conservation,
consider becoming an IALT member: https://interioraklandtrust.org/donate/

Comments: / - ;
Fairbanks Trails Inc sets track on Rat Ponds loop and flat drags the ADMA 19. 8/R|de and Glide
loop. Donations to FTI are by sending a check to FTI, 1750 Reed Cir. Fairbanks AK 99709.
Someday we will get online donations going. Thanks! And ADMA and IALT are also great
organizations to support.

Here's a Google Maps link to the Muskrat Trailhead: https://maps.app.goo.qgl/66RsCgswvogiRhPB9

o INTERIORWIDE LINKS

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e BLM approves Castner Glacier recreation area management plan: https:/tinyurl.com/5bcvnkpf
e Fairbanks Borough 2024 Winter Activity Guide: https:/tinyurl.com/8j3ppn5a

STATEWIDE

ALASKA TRAILS BENEFITS FROM RACE ACROSS ALASKA CHALLENGE
PARTICIPATE The Virtual Race Across Alaska Winter Challenge
registration is now OPEN, and Alaska Trails is grateful to once
again be a non-profit beneficiary!

This race begins December 21, and lasts for the three
months of winter, challenging you to exercise through the dark
winter months and run, bike, hike, cross-country ski or any other
mode of exercise you'd like that collects miles.

Find out more and sign up here:
https://runsignup.com/Race/AK/Anchorage/AlaskaChallenge

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES
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ALASKA STATE PARKS

Nov 15

Get ready, Alaska adventurers! £ %>

The brand-new 2025 Alaska State Parks Day-Use Parking Pass is

AA ARK dropping Monday, November 18th! Be among the first to snag yours and unlock
PAY-USEPARKING ¥ || 3 year of incredible access to Alaska’s stunning state parks.

7o

Wondering where to pick up your pass? Order online through the
Anchorage or Fairbanks Public Information Centers or click the link for a full list
of locations and start planning your next adventure!

Annual Parking Pass $60

Annual Boat Launch Parking Pass $150
Visit: https:/dnr.alaska.gov/parks/passes

STATEWIDE LINKS

e Stats Show Importance of Outdoor Rec to AK Economy (webinar Dec. 4): https://tinyurl.com/4nhpem8s
e Digging Deeper with Windy.com (Luc Mehl): https://tinyurl.com/3rxhsr94

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

AMERICAN TRAILS LOOKING FOR 500 NEW MEMBERS

JOIN American Trails is looking for more members to help keep some of its services free. See the message
below.

We urgently need 500 new members by year’s end to keep our vital trail programs free and
accessible. Will you help?

Recent cuts by federal agencies have resulted in reduced
funding for partner agreements nationwide. As a consequence of these
reductions, American Trails has found that we can no longer depend
on these agreements to offer our programs at no cost to the entire
trails community.

You can help to sustain the programs that countless
individuals, organizations, agencies, and communities rely on. It is
essential that we develop a new framework. This is where your
involvement becomes crucial.

What Your Membership Supports:

= Your membership ensures that these services remain

available to you and 121,000 other trail enthusiasts.

=  Free weekly webinars for the trails community, reaching o

over 121,000 people. Ame"can
= Coordinate collaboration for a free Trail Core Competency -
Framework and workforce website. TI'aI|S
= Established the Trail Fund for community trail resources.
= Trail Community Business Directory with 4,000+ businesses nationwide.

Ensuring Trails for
Our Future

o A

within 15 minutes

of every home and workplace
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= Host the largest meeting of trail professionals at the International Trails Summit.

We need your support to reach 500 new members and keep our trails thriving. Will you join us?
Become a member today: https://americantrails.org/join?blm_aid=41528

EXPLORE ACT MOMENTUM BUILDING, TAKE ACTION TODAY!
COMMENT Call to action from the American Hiking Society:

Congress is on the cusp of passing landmark outdoor recreation and access legislation! YOUR
VOICE is needed now to get this over the finish line and to the President's desk to become law!

The House of Representatives unanimously passed the EXPLORE Act (H.R. 6492) earlier
this year which will help get people outdoors by modernizing federal recreation systems and
eliminate barriers of access to the outdoors. This first-of-its-kind legislation is the result of decades
of work by stakeholders and Congress.

The Senate must pass this legislation immediately and send it to the President's desk to be
signed into law!

Send the letter: https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/take-action/

LEGACY TRAILS PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION PORTAL NOW OPEN

APPLY American Trails is pleased to partner with the U.S. Forest Service in continuing the Legacy Trails
Grant Program. This program is funded through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and supports partner trail
projects that further the Legacy Roads and Trails criteria on National Forest System trails throughout the
nine Forest Service Regions. The goal of the program is to support projects that restore, protect, and
maintain watersheds on our national forests and grasslands. American Trails is administering this grant
program, and is soliciting applications for funding, with awards up to $100K per project. The application
portal is now open. The deadline for applications is December 16 at 11:59 pm Pacific.

For more info and to apply: www.americantrails.org/resources/apply-for-the-legacy-trails-program
From American Trails email

THE 2024 NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS PHOTO CONTEST IS OPEN

ENTER American Trails sponsors the annual contest for photographs of designated National Recreation
Trails across the country. Our annual contest provides awards in several categories and shows off entries
(and previous winners) on the NRT website.

The goal is to highlight the diversity of the NRTs and to make more Americans familiar with these
great trails. We're looking for good photos of trail users as well as special facilities, art on the trails,
management issues, construction, and volunteers. We also want to see entries that cover the many types
and uses of National Recreation Trails throughout America.

Deadline for entries is December 15

For more info: https://www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/photo-contest
From American Trails website

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
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e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2024 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
e Conservation Volunteers VIP (November): https://tinyurl.com/by6nxefe

FUNDING
e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/
e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

OTHER LINKS:
e Resources for an Inclusive Trail Sector: https://tinyurl.com/kpw45kee
e QOutdoor Recreation Roundtable 2023 Annual Report: https://tinyurl.com/mt854ynw

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong
Alaskan and trail user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at
foxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which
this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am a board member
of the Interior Trails Preservation Coalition, president of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail
user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter.
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