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BLM TO HOLD LISTENING SESSIONS ABOUT OHV USE

ATTEND The Alaska Bureau of Land Management wants to hear from OHV users.
BLM will hold some listening sessions hosted by The National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation
Council throughout Alaska. The Fairbanks session will be held Nov. 5. The listening sessions are to capture
the public’s input for the future of off-highway (OHV) vehicle recreation. Public input is foundational to a
future Alaska Statewide OHV Action Plan. BLM needs your assistance to learn how it can better provide
improved access to high quality OHV recreation throughout BLM-managed lands in Alaska.
The listening sessions need input on:
o What activities are taking place on
BLM-managed lands in Alaska?
e Where in general are these OHV
activities taking place?
e What experiences are you looking for
on BLM-managed lands?
e Where might these missing activities fit
on BLM-managed lands in Alaska?
e What could the land managers do
better to enhance your recreation Alaska?

These meetings are NOT to assess the general public’s opinion on recreational OHVs. These meetings are
NOT to restrict or degrade access to BLM-managed lands in Alaska.

The meetings start at 6 PM. Follow the links below for information on each session.

e November 5 - Fairbanks information here: https://ow.ly/ufch50TSTVs

e November 6 - Glennallen information here: https://ow.ly/lzgp50TSTUj

e November 7 - Anchorage information here: https://ow.ly/npot50TSTSu
From BLM Facebook post; BLM photo of a BLM employee grooming the Cache Mountain Trail.

WINTER TRAIL GROOMING PROGRAMS NEED YOUR HELP

DONATE/SERVE Winter is upon us and if there is no snow on the ground in your area, there soon will be.
Many winter trails activities require (or at least are much improved by) grooming, such as
snowmachining, skiing, mushing, and fatbiking. If you engage in an activity that is improved by grooming,

please remember to support those efforts. There are several ways you can help.

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




If you use an area that is clearly groomed and has a grooming fund, make sure to donate. Not all
trails that are groomed have a specific grooming fund, but you can also
join or donate to the group that is doing the grooming. Look for signs [ AT T va;'
that tell you how you can help. —

You can also support the Alaska Snowtrail Grant Program,
which provides funds for grooming in several areas of the state. The
grooming this program provides benefits more than snowmachiners.
Anyone who uses the groomed trails benefits, including fatbikers,
skiers, mushers, and hikers. You can’t donate to the Snowmachine
Trails Program, but you can help it by making sure to register your
snowmachine, which is what funds the program. You can also serve on
the SnowTRAC board, which advises the state administration on how
the funds are spent. Finally, you can advocate for the program. In years
past, administrations have tried to cut the program as part of budget
cutting measures. However, strong advocacy has kept the program
alive.

To find out more about the program see: https://dot.alaska.gov/snowtrails/program.shtml
Most importantly, get out there and enjoy all the great winter trails we have in Alaska!

RESOURCES HELP REDUCE PET/TRAPPING CONFLICTS

Trapping season opens November 1, so trail users who let their dogs run loose should make sure they

Trap Safety for know some basic information about traps and trap lines. A pamphlet and videos
Pet Owners are available.

HEE e | PAMPHLET: A pocket-sized pamphlet titled “Trap Safety for Pet Owners”
, ‘\g describes the types of traps and snares that may be encountered and provides
£ .\’ ,—— | illustrated instructions on how to free pets swiftly and safely. It is produced by the
: L Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) and the Alaska Trappers
./ Association (ATA). Copies are available free of charge at department offices or
may be viewed on the website at: http://tinyurl.com/m6oulhk. More information,
including video footage featuring trap removal instructions, is found on the
department's website at www.adfg.alaska.gov (see “Sharing the Trails” under the

“Hunting > Trapping” dropdown menu).
VIDEQ: The ATA also sells a 30-minute video, "Sharing Alaska's Trails," that includes information such as
how to know if you are on a trap line, trap line safety, the physics of handling and opening traps and
snares, and tips for first-aid for pets accidentally caught in traps. The video doesn't promote
trapping but deals with the practicalities of sharing the trails. A three-minute excerpt of the
DVD can be found on YouTube (www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jk242|ZwEAQ). To order a copy
of the DVD check the ATA store (www.alaskatrappers.org). NOTE: The ATA is working on an
updated version of this video and will have it for sale on the website soon.

Most trapping seasons run from November 1 to the end of February, but the season for a few
species lasts longer. Wolf traps could be active well into April.

ACTION NEEDED TO HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change affects everyone, especially winter sports enthusiasts like snowmachiners, mushers, cross-
country skiers, and fatbikers.
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A warming climate can mean shorter winter seasons, and more extreme events like snow droughts
and rain-on-snow events. These will just get worse unless we slow climate change, which means we need
to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

But can the actions of one or two people make a difference? They sure can. Especially if more
people are doing the same. Here are two things you can do right now to help make a difference.

Join “Stop the Money Pipeline”

https.//stopthemoneypipeline.com/

Stop the Money Pipeline is a network of over 200 organizations and tens of thousands
of everyday people who are working to hold the financial sector accountable for its role
in the climate crisis.

Includes the Alaska Wilderness League

Take a personal action

When buying a car, consider a hybrid or electric vehicle. Technologies for both have come a long
way. All the major manufacturers are making models, including sedans, wagons,
SUVs, and trucks. Many come in AWD versions. More and more are being sold
and prices have been coming down. Alaska organizations are working hard to
install fast-charging stations for electric vehicles in high-use areas. Consumer
Reports has an excellent guide (www.consumerreports.org/cars/hybrids-
evs/buying-quide/), but there are many others. Just let your Google fingers do the walking.

Climate change may seem like an overwhelming problem, but we humans created it one step at a time, and
we can solve it that way, too. Let's do what we can to ensure that future winters still have usable snow for
us and for our children, grandchildren, and beyond.

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

Oct 26
The Whites are open for winter business! But the trail crews haven't done any grooming yet. They've been
working on clearing parking lots. They plan to working on trails next week.

>>Shared from BLM-White Mountains National Recreation Area
Oct 25
Trail Condition Update

Welcome to Winter! Recent storms have dropped enough
snow to start using snowmachines in the White Mountains
National Recreation Area, with 13 inches accumulating near the
Wickersham Dome Trailhead and up to 12 inches in the upper
Nome Creek Valley.

This week, the BLM recreation team was focused on
clearing snow from trailhead parking areas and may be able start
working on the trails next week.

Trail users can expect bumpy conditions, steep gully
crossings, wind drifted snow, and hazardous stream crossings
due to open water and thin ice. Visitors should use extra caution
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while traveling during this early season due to the warm temperatures and snow that is saturated
with rain. Although there is enough snow to travel, most creeks, ponds and rivers are still not safe,
making a majority of the trails in the White Mountains difficult to follow. Please use caution.

The area is remote, so visitors should be prepared for the unexpected. Even when
planning for a day trip, always be prepared to spend the night. Equipment problems, rapidly
changing weather conditions, or unexpected mishaps can leave you stranded far from help. Before
you head to the field, check out the Trail Update webpage for current conditions and information to
help you prepare: https://www.blm.gov/visit/white-mountains/trail-update

Snow depth in the Wickersham Dome parking area. BLM photo by C. Franz

Oct 1
Rove Co will be premiering a movie in November in Fairbanks about how to stay active in winter. The
movie will be free, and the group has quite a few free outings all year with a variety of activities.

Event shared from Rove Co
Somewhere In Between Movie Premier
https://www.facebook.com/events/1246922706306375

ALASKA STATE PARKS
Oct 28
@ Chena River State Recreation Area Update &

o Our crew’s been hard at work getting things open after the storm! Here’s
) ' i what you need to know:
AII road accessible publlc-use cabins are OPEN & All winter trailheads

OnIy Angel Creek Winter Trail has been broken in so far, but heads-up:
there are several open-water creek crossings, so plan accordingly! £

Reminder: Olnes Pond, Salcha, Harding, and Birch haven't been plowed
yet, so expect tricky access in those areas.

Enjoy the winter beauty and be prepared for the adventure!

DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION

Oct 27

The Liewer Community Trail lighting is now available for public use from 6:00am-9:00pm with a
push of the button on the backside of the kiosk! The extended hours will accommodate lighting
for our early morning users!!

INTERIORWIDE LINKS

o Chena River Walk remains tied up in right-of-way negotiations: https://tinyurl.com/243aer9v

e BLM announces start of winter motor vehicle limitations for the White Mountains National Recreation
Area and Steese National Conservation Area: https:/tinyurl.com/mwb4nfz7

e RTP Grant Application: Isberg Rec Area North-South Trail Phase I: http:/notice.alaska.qov/216953
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STATEWIDE

ALASKA TRAILS BENEFITS FROM RACE ACROSS ALASKA CHALLENGE
PARTICIPATE The Virtual Race Across Alaska Winter Challenge registration is now OPEN, and Alaska

Trails is grateful to once again be a non-profit beneficiary!

This race begins December 21, and lasts for the three months of winter,
challenging you to exercise through the dark winter months and run, bike, hike,
cross-country ski or any other mode of exercise you'd like that collects miles.

This year, there are two other challenges you can enter. Together they

are called the Trifecta Fitness Challenge events. All Trifecta participants will get a special medal for finisher
all 3 challenges plus if you sign up by November 15, you'll get three challenges for the price of two. The Fall
BRR BER Challenge is a new time-based challenge, so activities like hiking, yoga, pickle ball, in-home
workouts, are good to go!

Check out all the challenges and sign up here:
https://runsignup.com/Race/AK/Anchorage/AlaskaChallenge

NOVEMBER 6 LAND MANAGER FORUM TO BE IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL

ATTEND Alaska Trails will once again be hosting its annual Land Manager Forum on Wednesday,
November 6.

The forum will be held at the BP Energy Center in Anchorage. Please
visit the link below for details including agenda, speakers and more.

We hope you can join us to wrap up the trail season and begin
planning for next year. You can find out more about the forum and view
previous years’ presentations here: www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-forum

We are excited to bring land managers, trails groups, pro trail builders
and trail enthusiasts together to highlight the many successes we have had
and share what’s worked and what hasn't.

This year’s forum will feature updates on trail projects from regions around the state. Registration is
free and lunch is provided.

STATEWIDE LINKS

e APPLY Outdoor Rec Trails Advisory Board (ORTAB) Recruiting New Members (ddline Nov. 1):
http://notice.alaska.gov/217101

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

THE 2024 NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS PHOTO CONTEST IS OPEN

ENTER American Trails sponsors the annual contest for photographs of designated National Recreation
Trails across the country. Our annual contest provides awards in several categories and shows off entries
(and previous winners) on the NRT website.

INTERIOR ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
NOV 2024



The goal is to highlight the diversity of the NRTs and to make more Americans familiar with these
great trails. We're looking for good photos of trail users as well as special facilities, art on the trails,
management issues, construction, and volunteers. We also want to see entries that cover the many types
and uses of National Recreation Trails throughout America.

Deadline for entries is December 15

For more info: https://www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/photo-contest
From American Trails website

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2024 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
e Conservation Volunteers VIP (October): https:/tinyurl.com/3xsyh9wn

FUNDING
e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/trailtrust.com/
e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

OTHER LINKS:

o ADA Accessible Trail Improvement with Naturally Occurring Materials: https://tinyurl.com/2vb4ut74
e Natural Surface Trail Field Guide to Maintenance: https:/tinyurl.com/mtvznkzk

e Texas man invents 1.5K-mile trail for hikers, bikers, horseback riders: https:/tinyurl.com/yt7ajae6
e Hiking on Wheels: https://tinyurl.com/yc4m;js6t

Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note:
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am a board member of the Interior Trails
Preservation Coalition, president of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska
Trails newsletter.
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