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 1 LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	
• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     

(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

FAIRBANKS ASSEMBLY CANDIDATES COMMENT ON TRAILS PLAN  
Local Fairbanks elections on October 1 could have an impact on trails, especially the Fairbanks 
Comprehensive Recreational Trails Plan. 

Trails, especially the trails plan, have come up several times in Fairbanks Borough Assembly 
candidate forums and interviews. Blogger Eric Troyer (also the editor of this newsletter) has been 
monitoring what candidates have been saying. The first mentions of the trails plan landed loudly with one 
candidate calling the trails plan a “communist land grab” and another saying the plan needs to be revisited. 
The rhetoric has since calmed down. Read what candidates have had to say about trails here:  
https://tinyurl.com/mupde6p7 
 
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE FOR RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM 
APPLY The Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DPOR) is accepting grant applications for 
the Recreational Trails Program for fiscal year 2025. Approximately $2.2 million is available for eligible 
Alaska projects. The Recreational 
Trails grant program provides up to 
90% matching for the cost of a 
project. 

Funding for the program 
comes from the Federal Highway 
Administration, which has awarded 
Alaska $22 million (requiring $6 
million in matching funds) for 571 
projects since 1993. Alaska’s 
available apportionment is typically 
between $1 million and $1.5 million 
each year. 

“The Recreational Trails 
Program is a primary source for 
outdoor recreation trails in Alaska, 
providing safe and accessible 
opportunities for Alaskans and visitors to our Great State,” said Ricky Gease, Director of the Division of 
Parks & Outdoor Recreation. “Grant categories include motorized, non-motorized, and diversified (winter 
and summer) projects.”  

The maximum individual grant award amounts for FY2025: $300,000 for Motorized/Motorized 
diversified projects, and $200,000 for Non-motorized/ non-motorized diversified projects. 
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Recreational Trails Program applications are due by Oct. 31, 2024. Eligible applicants include non-
profit organizations, educational institutions, State of Alaska, local and federal government entities, native 
corporations and tribal governments. Interested parties can register on IRIS. The grants will be awarded 
between March and May of 2025.  

More information is available here: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/trails.htm. 
From Alaska Department of Natural Resources press release. Rosie Creek trails photo courtesy of the Fairbanks Cycle Club. 

 
APPLICATIONS FOR LWCF DUE BY END OF OCTOBER 

APPLY Applications for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) will be available 
starting August 1. 
 This joint federal/state program is not specifically a trails program, but many trail projects 
have been funded by this program. It provides grants for projects that feature "close-to-
home" outdoor recreational opportunities for the public. 

Applicants are limited to state, regional or local governments, and federally recognized tribal 
governments, with the legal authority to provide park and recreation services on public lands are eligible to 
apply for LWCF assistance. However, nonprofit can also partner with eligible applicants to get projects 
funded. 

The application period runs from August 1 to October 31 (noon). For more information see: 
https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm  
 
SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 
Sept 16 
Want to help build a new public use cabin for the White Mountains National 
Recreation Area? Then sign up for the Folk School's "Log Cabin Construction" 
course starting March 21, 2025.  
https://folk.school/events/event/log-cabin-construction-3/  
 
Sept 9 
The Alaska pipeline is Alaska's first Long Trail. Science writer and adventurer Ned Rozell has hiked the 

length of it -- twice! He's written a book about both trips. The second book -- Gravel and 
Steel -- about his 2017 trip, is now out. Read about the good times and the hardships. And 
being a science writer, Ned weaves in a lot of interesting information about Alaska.  
www.amazon.com/summer-gravel-steel-thru-hike-Alaska/dp/1733948244/  

If you haven't read the book about his first trip -- Walking my Dog, Jane -- it's still 
available.  
www.amazon.com/Walking-Dog-Jane-Ned-Rozell/dp/173394821X/ 

 
Sept 7 
Shared from >> Interior Alaska Land Trust 

A huge thank you to our wonderful volunteers who helped us put the 
finishing touches on the pedestrian bridges across Cripple Creek in our Chinook 
Conservation Park (CCP) We could not have completed these without you!  

The CCP continues to be partially open, but we still have a number of 
projects to complete before we can open dedicated parking. In the meantime, 
please continue to enjoy the trails via the Justa Store or Old Chena Ridge Road.  
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The bridges are now safe for pedestrian use and will remain closed to motorized use. More details 
on CCP projects and improved trail maps in the coming months. 
 
Sept 5 
The AK Department of Transportation is planning some improvements for 2025, one of which should help 
the Skarland Ski Trail. We found it on a public notice comment. Unfortunately, 
the deadline for comments was August 30, but hopefully the project will go 
through.  

The project would put jersey barriers (large concrete blocks) between 
Ballaine Road and the Skarland Ski Trail where the trail runs right alongside the 
road. The hope is that the barriers will keep plowed snow pushed from the road 
off the trail, so that the trail can be used and groomed in winter. Currently, 
plowed snow berms often make the trail impassable, forcing users onto the 
road.  

Stan Justice, a volunteer groomer with the Skarland and Pearl Creek 
ski trails, has been fighting for this for years. The NSCF has supported Stan 
with this project. Looks like someone finally got the message.  

So, if you love skiing the Skarland Trail, keep your fingers crossed that the project goes through as 
planned. 

Skarland photo by Stan Justice 
 
FAIRBANKS TRAILS INC 
Sept 22 
Great crew helped clear and drain the Ballaine Folk Path from Yankovich to Herried Rd. DOT 
did a fantastic job of cutting the brush but inevitable some debris ends up on the path. They 
were all excited that we were going to "drain the pond". Youngest was disappointed when "Its 
just a puddle!" But all got wet feet and even some muddy faces. 
 
Sept 7 
Stan Justice 

If you are over 50 you can take OLLI classes. I am organizing a class on trails. Here is the link to 
sign up: https://tinyurl.com/wcsdpk8k  

REC-07 Trails Topics 
Session II: 10/16/2024 - 11/6/2024 
Days & Times: W 3:45 PM - 5:00 PM 
Number of Meetings: 4 
Building: UPark 158 
Instructor: Stan Justice 
Fee: $20.00 
Oct. 16, 23, 30, Nov. 6 

 
Calling all trail and leisurely hiking enthusiasts! Join us as we discuss various aspects of trails including 
design, construction, maintenance, and management. 

Instructor: Stan Justice (see DAN-05). He will be joined by guest speakers Andrea Jacobs, Jon 
Underwood, Geoffrey Orth, among others. 
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FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH PARKS & REC 
Sept 26 
The Parks and Recreation Department’s Trails Office is hard at work preparing this year’s Recreational 

Trails Program grant application.  
This project would improve conditions on the east end of the 100-

Mile Loop trail and initiate multi-phase construction of a north to south 
connector trail at Isberg Recreation Area with the goal of creating a 3 mile 
multi-use loop. A rudimentary access point would be created off of Cripple 
Creek Road to facilitate construction efficiency.  

Construction will require clearing vegetation along the corridor, 
placing a hardened gravel surface, and installing drainage features, bridges, 
and/or access management structures (gates, etc.) where necessary. If 
funded, this project would take place June 2025 - June 2027.  

Public comment can be submitted by emailing our Trails Coordinator at andrea.jacobs@fnsb.gov. 
 
FAIRBANKS CYCLE CLUB 
Sept 25 
The official season is over for the FCC Tuesday Night MTBers, but they are still 
getting together informally on Tuesday nights to do some riding and minor trail work. 
They've spent a couple of nights on the Ester Dome Singletrack and have got ideas 
for other places to work on.  

Since these are not official rides, you don't need to be a member of the FCC 
to join in. If you are interested in helping, send Eric an email at fbxcyclist@gmail.com 
 
GOLDSTREAM SPORTS 
Sept 20 
Goldstream Sports crew cleared the yellow loop on the Ester Dome Single Track today. They did the red 
loop from the parking area to St Patrick’s a couple days ago. Will work on the rest over the next week. 
Thanks Simon and Joel. 
 
ALASKA STATE PARKS 
Sept 19 
Northern Region Update – More great cabin updates! 

🛠 State Park Staff and volunteer Tom Paragi have recently completed a 
major overhaul of the Nugget Creek Cabin! The cabin has been jacked up, leveled, 
and had its foundation reinforced. 🚪 Plus, the door now opens fully! 🙌 

This cabin is a fascinating part of Alaska State Parks history, originally built in 
1976 by Ed Dwight and Bob Buzby as a mining cabin. ⛏ Come experience some of 
that history and book a night at the Nugget Creek Cabin! 🏕 

Access Info: 
👣Via the Mastodon Trail (Non-Motorized) 
⛷Or the South Fork Trail (Winter Only) 
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ALASKA ALPINE CLUB  
Sept 19  

Thank you to everyone who attended the Rock Climbing and Clean-up day (Emphasis 
on Clean-Up). As many of you know, the Grapefruit Complex Fire burned the Upper and 
Lower sections of Grapefruit. Which is a BUMMER! But an impressive 25 members 
showed some lovin’ to our rock climbing area, specifically between Sunnyside and Lost 
Cracks. This crew enhanced trail stability and regained the ease of access to Lower 
Grapefruit! Thank you, @alaskatrails, for lending us some trail maintenance tools for this 
event! As well as those who chauffeured students to and from Grapefruit. 

 
DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION 
Sept 13 
Yesterday's work party at River Walk Park hauled out a trailer full from the Contention Trail and installed 
the final interpretive sign. Thank you everyone for showing up, it looks 
great out there! 
 
Sept 7 
This week's River Walk Park work day was a huge success. We are 
especially grateful to Scout Troop 56, Andrea McCarrick, Michael Phelan 
for providing his expertise and heavy equipment, which made quick work 
of getting this sign up. "Many hands make light work" Thank you 
everyone!! 
 
Sept 5 
Worn down portions of Bluff Cabin Trail got some D1 "TLC" yesterday! Thank you Deltana Corporation & 
DJTA members for your contributions to make it happen! 
 
INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• FNSB Trails Advisory Commission meeting (Oct. 28): https://fnsb.gov/430/Trails-Advisory-Commission 
• Opinion Piece Raises Important Questions about Skarland and Other Trails: https://tinyurl.com/5xf5tsf3 
• FNSB Parks and Rec: Spooky Trail (October 11): www.facebook.com/events/527460459963101/ 
• RTP Grant Application notice 

o Chena River State Recreation Area Trail Maintenance: http://notice.alaska.gov/216854 
	

	
STATEWIDE	

 
ALASKA TRAILS FALL FUNDRAISER INCLUDES VIRTUAL AUCTION  
BID You are invited to virtually attend Alaska Trails' annual fall fundraiser!  

The fundraiser, which includes a silent auction, is being held in Anchorage, but if you can’t make it 
in-person to the event, don’t fret! The silent auction will be virtual in addition to in-person this year and you 
need not be present to win, though you will need to be able to pick up the items you win in Anchorage. 
Bidding will begin online on October 3 and will conclude during the Fall Fundraiser on October 10. To 
register to bid, visit: https://givebutter.com/c/ubVe2A/auction   
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Silent auction items include: 
• A 3 Day, 2 night stay at the Kenai Riverside Lodge plus a full day scenic float donated by 

Alaska Wildland Adventures  
• A full day fishing charter for two, 

donated by Alaska Northern Outfitters 
• A Knik Glacier Helicopter Tour for two, 

donated by Alaska Glacier Lodge 
• Two nights at a Talkeetna lakeside 

cabin, donated by Chris Beck 
• Two REI outdoor gear packages, 

donated by REI 
• A pottery class for two, donated by 

Turnagain Ceramics 
• An Alpacka Raft packraft 

 
ALASKA TRAILS BENEFITS FROM RACE ACROSS ALASKA CHALLENGE 
PARTICIPATE The Virtual Race Across Alaska Winter Challenge registration is now OPEN, and Alaska 
Trails is grateful to once again be a non-profit beneficiary!  

This race begins December 21, and lasts for the three months of winter, challenging you to 
exercise through the dark winter months and run, bike, hike, cross-country ski or any other mode of 
exercise you’d like that collects miles.  

This year, there are two other challenges you can enter. 
Together they are called the Trifecta Fitness Challenge events. All 
Trifecta participants will get a special medal for finisher all 3 
challenges plus if you sign up by November 15, you'll get three 
challenges for the price of two. The Fall BRR BER Challenge is a new 
time-based challenge, so activities like hiking, yoga, pickle ball, in-
home workouts, are good to go! 

Check out all the challenges and sign up here: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/AK/Anchorage/AlaskaChallenge 
 
SAVE THE DATE: LAND MANAGER FORUM SET FOR NOVEMBER 
ATTEND Save the date – November 6 – for the annual Alaska Trails Land Manager Forum. 

The forum will be held at the BP Energy Center in Anchorage. More details including agenda, 
speakers and more will be forthcoming. We hope you can join us to wrap up the trail season and begin 

planning for next year. You can find out more about the forum and view 
previous years’ presentations here: www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-
forum.  

We are excited to bring land managers, trails groups, pro trail builders 
and trail enthusiasts together to highlight the many successes we have had 
and share what’s worked and what hasn’t. 

Please send an email to steve.cleary@alaska-trails.org with any 
questions or ideas for the forum. We hope the rest of your summer season goes well and we look forward 
to seeing you in November. 
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KEVIN MEYER, TRAILS SPECIALIST, ATV TRAILS AUTHOR, DIES 
We are sorry to pass on news that, Kevin Meyer, an important member of the Alaska trails community, died 
recently from cancer. 

Kevin worked for the Bureau of Land Management in the late 70s and early 80s. But he spent most 
of his career at the National Park Service. He was a geologist, a soils 
scientist. He specialized in mining reclamation work, then in ATV trail 
impact analysis work. He is best known in the trails community for his 
USFS technical book on hardening ATV trails: https://tinyurl.com/ys56kx8r. 

Kevin helped develop and teach the first trail building classes in 
Alaska, for the State of California Trail Building School and the 
Professional Trail Builders Association. He also provided technical 
assistance for trail layout and design to the National Park Service - Rivers, 
Trails and Conservation Assistance Program in communities throughout Alaska. He taught a class on the 
“Fundamentals of OHV Trail Management” at the Alaska Statewide Trails Conference in 2014. 

Outside of trails he was an active member of the Anchorage Dancing Bears and loved live music 
and being with people. His home in Anchorage always supported a large group of renters. He was also 
active with the Alaska Bioneers, participating in their annual conference and related projects.  

He retired to Bend Oregon. He is survived by a daughter, Taigan.  
Friend and co-worker Lisa Holzapfel had this to say about Kevin: “He lived larger than life and his 

booming voice and laughter will never be forgotten.”  
A memorial service was held for him in Bend on September 21.  

 
DEADLINE TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN ALASKA IS OCTOBER 6 
The American Hiking Society had this message in a recent newsletter. The deadline to register to vote for 
statewide and national elections in Alaska is October 6. Find out more here: 
https://www.elections.alaska.gov  
 

Your Vote is Your Voice! 
Missed National Voter Registration Day on September 17th? Don't worry; there's still time to 
ensure you can cast your vote on or before November 5th! 

Whether you need to register to vote for the first time, want to check your voter registration 
status, and/or request an absentee/mail-in ballot, now is the perfect time to do so. Don't forget to 
encourage your friends to do the same! #VotePublicLands 

 
STATEWIDE LINKS 
• Applications available for snowmachine, winter trails, safe ice routes: http://notice.alaska.gov/216731 
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Alaska Off-Road Cycling Summit, Anchorage, Oct 19-20: https://chugachmtb.regfox.com/2024summit 
• Report: Visitors to Alaska’s national parks put $2.3 billion into economy: https://tinyurl.com/4vv95wrn 
• Alaska Cabins Project will lead to 25 new public use cabins in the state: https://tinyurl.com/yvp82jw8 
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NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	

 
GROUP CALLS FOR SUPPORT OF OUTDOOR RECREATION BILL 
ADVOCATE Congress is on the cusp of passing landmark outdoor recreation and access legislation! 
YOUR VOICE is needed now to get this over the finish line and to the President's desk to become law! 

The House of Represenatives is on the verge of passing the EXPLORE Act (H.R. 6492) which will 
help get people outdoors by modernizing federal recreation systems and eliminate barriers of access to the 
outdoors. This first-of-its-kind legislation is the result of decades of work by stakeholders and Congress. 

The Senate must pass this legislation immediately and send it to the President's desk to be signed 
into law! To find out more and add your name see: https://americanhiking.org/national-trails-day/advocacy/ 

From American Hiking Society 
 
THE 2024 NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS PHOTO CONTEST IS OPEN 
ENTER American Trails sponsors the annual contest for photographs of designated National Recreation 
Trails across the country. Our annual contest provides awards in several categories and shows off entries 
(and previous winners) on the NRT website. 

The goal is to highlight the diversity of the NRTs and to make more Americans familiar with these 
great trails. We're looking for good photos of trail users as well as special facilities, art on the trails, 
management issues, construction, and volunteers. We also want to see entries that cover the many types 
and uses of National Recreation Trails throughout America. 

Deadline for entries is December 15 
For more info: https://www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/photo-contest  

From American Trails website 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAILS CONFERENCE 
REGISTER American Trails (AT) and the Professional TrailBuilders Association (PTBA) have joined forces 
again to co-host the International Trails Summit (ITS) in Madison, Wisconsin during the week of April 15th 
in 2025. ITS is a collaborative effort of the AT 26th International Trails Symposium and Training Institute 
and the PTBA Sustainable Trails Conference. This combined, high-impact event will convene a diverse trail 
and outdoor community to learn, build relationships, and find solutions to the challenges of developing and 
elevating outdoor recreation opportunities for all.  

This exciting collaboration is a gathering of trail and outdoor enthusiasts and professionals 
representing all corners of the professional trails and outdoor recreation industry. The Summit will include 
over 100 educational sessions covering a broad range of issues including nationally and internationally 
prominent presenters, informative and interactive workshops, an exhibit hall with 60+ booths, and a wide 
array of national training leaders. 

 Registration is now open. To find out more see: https://tinyurl.com/hshcrkza 
 
NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
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VOLUNTEER 
• Am. Hiking Society’s 2024 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/ 
• Conservation International VIP News (Sept): https://tinyurl.com/3dtxarx4 
 
FUNDING 
• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/  
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
• Yamaha Awards Over $170,000 in Grants to Rebuild OHV Trails: https://tinyurl.com/2s4fshxk 
 
OTHER LINKS: 
• Outdoor Participation Trends Report 2024: https://tinyurl.com/3vue6fdd 
• 7 Sneaky Ways Landowners Block Access to Public Lands: https://tinyurl.com/4e6f38b4 
• Transportation Alternatives Spending Report FY23: https://tinyurl.com/uex3p5pc 
 
 
 
Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail 
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: 
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am a board member of the Interior Trails 
Preservation Coalition, president of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska 
Trails newsletter. 
 
 
 


