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 1 LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION 
• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: 

www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): 

www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     (If you find any broken links or other 

SEVERAL PROJECTS HAPPENING TO ENHANCE UAF TRAIL SYSTEM 
The University of Alaska Fairbanks has several trail projects happening this summer, according to Brittany 
Van Eck, North Campus manager. The projects include: 

• Updating trail maps, repairing kiosks, upgrading 
disc golf signage, and adding wayfinding to 
strategic areas of the trails that commonly cause 
confusion. Funding for this project comes from a 
generous grant from Interior Alaska Trails & 
Parks Foundation along with other donations 
from trail users. 

• Adding tee pads to the North Campus course. 
UAF partnered with the Fairbanks Disc Golf 
Association for this project.  

• General trail maintenance and repair, including 
targeting some items that are unused and generally unsightly (old fences, gates, etc). 

• Installation of the fire interpretive trail in the burn area on North Campus with signs. UAF partnered 
with the Alaska Fire Science Consortium on that project. The trail can be accessed most easily 
from the LARS parking lot. (A story on this project was included in the July edition of this 
newsletter.) 

• Construction of a new ski trail north of Tanana Loop, which will be used for NCAA-sanctioned 
cross-country skiing events. (An update on this project was included in the July edition of this 
newsletter.) 

Photo from UAF North Campus Facebook page: Installing a disc golf tee pad on the UAF trails 

 

TRAILS CHALLENGE CONTINUES THROUGH END OF SEPTEMBER  
The Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge has signs up and ready to find all over the borough. It started 
June and lasts until September 30.  

There are three categories: Trailblazer, Junior Trailblazer, 
and Sourdough Trailblazer. Trailblazers are 10 years old and up and 
must find at least 10 signs. Junior Trailblazers are up to 9 years old 
and must find five signs. Sourdough Trailblazers are 60 years and up 
and must find at least five signs.  
 This event, put on by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks 
and Recreation Department, is an all-ages, all-abilities, outdoor 
scavenger hunt. The challenge is designed to get you out with your 
friends and family to explore our wonderful local trails, both new and 

https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/
mailto:fbxtrails@gmail.com
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familiar.  
Anyone is allowed to participate in the search. When you find a sign, mark it off on your checklist, 

which you get when you register. You no longer need to prove you nabbed a sign by taking a selfie, but 
participants are still encouraged to take the photos and post them on social media with the hashtag 
“#FNSBTrails”. Putting it on the Trails Challenge Facebook Event (under the Discussion tab) is a great way 
to share. And of course, leave the sign to be found by the next trail challenge participant. 

Participants who find the minimum number of signs for their category get their official award and 
can win prizes. Whether you find one or find them all, challenge yourself to get outside and enjoy nature! 

To register, find out more and see a list of signs, see the Fairbanks Borough Trails Office webpage: 
https://tinyurl.com/ut7wxkew 

Check out the Trails Challenge Facebook Event here: https://tinyurl.com/ypm3cy7k   
Get your Trails Challenge Guide here: https://tinyurl.com/mu59k2s3 

Photo by Josh Kathleen Klynstra from the Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge 2024 Facebook event 

 

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE FOR RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM 
APPLY The Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DPOR) is accepting grant applications for 
the Recreational Trails Program for fiscal year 2025. Approximately $2.2 million is available for eligible 
Alaska projects. The Recreational 
Trails grant program provides up to 
90% matching for the cost of a 
project. 

Funding for the program 
comes from the Federal Highway 
Administration, which has awarded 
Alaska $22 million (requiring $6 
million in matching funds) for 571 
projects since 1993. Alaska’s 
available apportionment is typically 
between $1 million and $1.5 million 
each year. 

“The Recreational Trails 
Program is a primary source for 
outdoor recreation trails in Alaska, 
providing safe and accessible 
opportunities for Alaskans and visitors to our Great State,” said Ricky Gease, Director of the Division of 
Parks & Outdoor Recreation. “Grant categories include motorized, non-motorized, and diversified (winter 
and summer) projects.”  

The maximum individual grant award amounts for FY2025: $300,000 for Motorized/Motorized 
diversified projects, and $200,000 for Non-motorized/ non-motorized diversified projects. 

Recreational Trails Program applications are due by Oct. 31, 2024. Eligible applicants include non-
profit organizations, educational institutions, State of Alaska, local and federal government entities, native 
corporations and tribal governments. Interested parties can register on IRIS. The grants will be awarded 
between March and May of 2025.  

More information is available here: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/trails.htm. 
From Alaska Department of Natural Resources press release. Rosie Creek trails photo courtesy of the Fairbanks Cycle Club. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/ut7wxkew
https://tinyurl.com/ypm3cy7k
https://tinyurl.com/mu59k2s3
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/trails.htm
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TAKE CARE ON TRAILS AS HUNTING SEASON APPROACHES 
As we get into hunting season, please take care while using trails and while 
hunting and target practicing. This is not just a hunting season issue, but there 
is typically more gun activity this time of year.  

The vast majority of gun owners are responsible with shooting. 
Unfortunately, some are less responsible, such a target practicing without a 
proper backstop or along a trail.  

The chances of something happening are low. However, the 
consequences could be very high: death or wounding. Don't worry 
unnecessarily but do take care. Here are some resources: 

• Information for Hunters and Non-Hunters (US Forest Service): https://tinyurl.com/muw8n58d  

• Hike Safely During Hunting Season (American Hiking Society): https://tinyurl.com/yr6cd8f3 

• Info about hunting seasons in Alaska: https://tinyurl.com/2ux3jkvp  
o For specifics see the Alaska Hunting Regulations: https://tinyurl.com/mjbrn9j3  

 

APPLICATIONS FOR LWCF DUE BY END OF OCTOBER 
APPLY Applications for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) will be available 
starting August 1. 
 This joint federal/state program is not specifically a trails program, but many trail projects 
have been funded by this program. It provides grants for projects that feature "close-to-
home" outdoor recreational opportunities for the public. 

Applicants are limited to state, regional or local governments, and federally recognized tribal 
governments, with the legal authority to provide park and recreation services on public lands are eligible to 
apply for LWCF assistance. However, nonprofit can also partner with eligible applicants to get projects 
funded. 

The application period runs from August 1 to October 31 (noon). For more information see: 
https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm  
 

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 

Aug 29 
Ester Dome trail users: Remember that the Equinox Marathon will be held on 
Saturday, September 21. Don't plan on heading to the top of the dome until late 
afternoon. Ester Dome Road will be restricted above the Henderson Road 
intersection during the marathon due to marathon activity. Only residents and 
marathon volunteers will be allowed beyond Henderson Road.   
https://www.equinoxmarathon.org/  

 
Aug 10 
Fairbanks Trails, Inc., has released a list of trail projects it wants to work on. 

Shared from Stan Justice > Fairbanks Trails Inc 
Revised list of projects we want to see done. 
www.interioralaskatrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Project-Ideas.docx  

 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/muw8n58d
https://tinyurl.com/yr6cd8f3
https://tinyurl.com/2ux3jkvp
https://tinyurl.com/mjbrn9j3
https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm
https://www.equinoxmarathon.org/
https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Project-Ideas.docx
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Aug 2 
In the August 2024 edition of my Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter (and the Alaska Trails newsletter), I 
printed an Alaska Mountain Bike Facebook Group post about some mountain bikers who first wrote that the 
Glacier Gap Trail, off the Denali Highway, led them into a swamp. They later wrote that thought that they 
picked the wrong trail.  

I checked with Jon 
Underwood, the contractor who built 
the trail, and got an email from another 
trail user, Chuck Johnson. Both 
confirmed that the bikers took the 
wrong trail. Jon said that the trailhead 
area needs more signage to help 
people stay on the correct trail. He also 
said the trail needs some maintenance 
work. I passed on his comments to the 
land manager.  

Chuck wanted me to assure 
everyone that the Glacier Gap is a 
great trail, though it does have some 
challenges, especially a couple of 
water crossings. Both are generally 
doable, though you'll get wet feet, at least.  

Chuck also pointed out that the trail connects to the MacLaren Summit Trail, going along 
Sevenmile Lake. You can make a loop out of it by doing about 6 miles on the Denali Highway. Chuck 
included some photos of the Glacier Gap Trail, including two of water crossings, and a map of the loop 
(with a little side diversion toward Basalt Lake). I've included those with this post. 

I agree with Chuck. My wife and I did that loop in 2019 on bikes. It's a great trip! We want to do it 
again, but too many other adventures keep calling! Here's a blog post we did on that trip. 
https://tinyurl.com/me8mpxj4  

I passed on the information from Jon about the need for trail signage and trail work to the land 
manager. They are aware and are definitely planning some more signage at least. 

--Eric Troyer 
Photo courtesy of Chuck Johnson 

 
Aug 02 
KUAC has a story on the recently formed Fairbanks Trails, Inc. The work party mentioned already 
happened last night, but the story is also about the formation of the group.  
https://fm.kuac.org/2024-08-01/trails-group-has-work-party-tonight 
 
FAIRBANKS TRAILS INC 

Aug 26 
Thank you for helping on the Equinox out and back work party Arthur, Janet, Barb, Kelsi, 
Riley, Pete, Tom, and 4 wheeler trail saint. 9 of us in total. Crew drained the ponds, cut 
brush on pond edges so runners can get by, repaired some drainage features, and 
removed loose rocks. 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/me8mpxj4
https://fm.kuac.org/2024-08-01/trails-group-has-work-party-tonight
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SALCHA SKI CLUB 
Aug 25 
The weather cooperated with the team on Saturday. Thirteen volunteers, divided into 4 teams, brushed 

back portions of the 7.5 and 10K trails, brushed back Fall loop, re-mowed and 
limbed overhanging branches on Sting loop (5K). Trails were soft from all the 
recent rain but our impact on the trails was mimimal. Two yellowjacket ground 
nests were uncovered. One on top of Fall loop, the 2nd across from the Staging 
5 sign on Sting loop. A huge "Thank you" to John, Alex, Sarah, Mike, Hannah, 
Ben, Dave, Valerie, Naomi, Justin, Josh and Rachael.  
 

INTERIORWIDE LINK 

• Better Access to Public Land in Tanana Valley State Forest: https://tinyurl.com/mv7hhkuv 
 

 
STATEWIDE 

 

SAVE THE DATE: LAND MANAGER FORUM SET FOR NOVEMBER 
ATTEND Save the date – November 6 – for the annual Alaska Trails Land Manager Forum. 

The forum will be held at the BP Energy Center in Anchorage. More details including agenda, 
speakers and more will be forthcoming. We hope you can join us to wrap up the trail season and begin 
planning for next year. You can find out more about the forum and view previous years’ presentations here: 
www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-forum. 

We are excited to bring land managers, trails groups, pro trail builders and trail enthusiasts 
together to highlight the many successes we have had and share what’s worked and what hasn’t. 

Please send an email to steve.cleary@alaska-trails.org with any questions or ideas for the forum. 
We hope the rest of your summer season goes well and we look forward to seeing you in November. 
 

BLM SEEKING APPLICANTS FOR ALASKA LONG TRAIL POSITION 
APPLY The Bureau of Land Management Alaska is seeking applicants for a recreation outreach 
development member to contribute to the Alaska Long Trail feasibility study project alongside BLM Alaska 
State Office Staff. This position is made possible through the American Conservation Experience (ACE) 
Start Date: October 7: Estimated End Date: March 21,2025. $800 per week. A 24-week minimum 
commitment is required.  

For full position description, go to https://usaconservation.applicantpool.com/jobs/1126882.  For 
information about ACE, go to www.usaconservation.org/. For more information about the BLM Alaska State 
Office, please visit the BLM website: https://www.blm.gov/alaska.  

From What’s Up? by Peg Tileston 

 

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES  
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 

Aug 20 
While there has been a lot of support for the Alaska Long Trail, there are people who are opposed to it, 
especially making it a National Scenic Trail. See this video by the Alaska Snowmachine Alliance and the 
Alaska Outdoor Council. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vchpUpv-iQ8  

https://tinyurl.com/mv7hhkuv
https://www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-forum
mailto:steve.cleary@alaska-trails.org
https://usaconservation.applicantpool.com/jobs/1126882
https://www.usaconservation.org/
https://www.blm.gov/alaska
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vchpUpv-iQ8
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA 

Aug 15 
Downloads maps for free to your phone before heading out! These maps will work with 
your phone's satellite feature, so you know where you are. Download them here: 
https://www.blm.gov/maps/georeferenced-PDFs  

 

STATEWIDE LINKS 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 

• 2023 Ak Mountain Wilderness Classic: Little Tok to McCarthy (Luc Mehl): https://tinyurl.com/ycypuhb9 

• Alaska Outdoor Alliance Summer newsletter: https://tinyurl.com/5a5js6ab 

• Reconnecting Communities Pilot Grant Program: https://www.transportation.gov/reconnecting 

• Nome and the Seward Peninsula—first Impressions (Luc Mehl): https://tinyurl.com/yzuyh7fh 

• Recreation Economy for Rural Communities grant program (ddline Oct 16): https://tinyurl.com/2z9y6tfj 

• Basecamp-ish in the Wulik Peaks, Western Brooks Range (Luc Mehl): https://tinyurl.com/ym3um5cn 
 

 
NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE 

 

THE 2024 NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS PHOTO CONTEST IS OPEN 
ENTER American Trails sponsors the annual contest for photographs of designated National Recreation 
Trails across the country. Our annual contest provides awards in several categories and shows off entries 
(and previous winners) on the NRT website. 

The goal is to highlight the diversity of the NRTs and to make more Americans familiar with these 
great trails. We're looking for good photos of trail users as well as special facilities, art on the trails, 
management issues, construction, and volunteers. We also want to see entries that cover the many types 
and uses of National Recreation Trails throughout America. 

Deadline for entries is December 15 
For more info: https://www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/photo-contest  

From American Trails website 

 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAILS CONFERENCE 
REGISTER American Trails (AT) and the Professional TrailBuilders Association (PTBA) have joined forces 
again to co-host the International Trails Summit (ITS) in Madison, Wisconsin during the week of April 15th 
in 2025. ITS is a collaborative effort of the AT 26th International Trails Symposium and Training Institute 
and the PTBA Sustainable Trails Conference. This combined, high-impact event will convene a diverse trail 
and outdoor community to learn, build relationships, and find solutions to the challenges of developing and 
elevating outdoor recreation opportunities for all.  

This exciting collaboration is a gathering of trail and outdoor enthusiasts and professionals 
representing all corners of the professional trails and outdoor recreation industry. The Summit will include 
over 100 educational sessions covering a broad range of issues including nationally and internationally 
prominent presenters, informative and interactive workshops, an exhibit hall with 60+ booths, and a wide 
array of national training leaders. 

 Registration is now open. To find out more see: https://tinyurl.com/hshcrkza 
 

https://www.blm.gov/maps/georeferenced-PDFs
https://tinyurl.com/ycypuhb9
https://tinyurl.com/5a5js6ab
https://www.transportation.gov/reconnecting
https://tinyurl.com/yzuyh7fh
https://tinyurl.com/2z9y6tfj
https://tinyurl.com/ym3um5cn
https://www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/photo-contest
https://tinyurl.com/hshcrkza
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NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 

• American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 

• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 

• Am. Hiking Society’s 2024 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/ 

• Conservation International VIP News (midsummer): https://tinyurl.com/4hfm8cpt 
 
FUNDING 

• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/  

• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
 
OTHER LINKS: 

• The September 11th National Memorial Trail: https://tinyurl.com/yckx6x3f 

• Running State/Regional Trail Coalitions – Important Points, Practices: https://tinyurl.com/mpz56fky  
 

 
Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong 
Alaskan and trail user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at 
fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which 
this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am a board member 
of the Interior Trails Preservation Coalition, president of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail 
user groups, and editor of the Alaska Trails newsletter. 
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