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 1 LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	
• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     

(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

TRAILS CHALLENGE SIGNS THREATENED BY FIRE AVAILABLE AGAIN 
Two signs of the Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge are again accessible to challenge participants. 
 The Grapefruit Rocks and Wickersham Dome signs had been in an area threatened by wildfires. 
However, the recent rains greatly 
dampened the fires and BLM has 
reopened the area, so the signs are 
again accessible. 
 The Grapefruit Rocks sign 
appears to have survived the fire (or 
maybe it was reinstalled). In any case, 
it is there (see photo). 

The challenge has 20, which 
has signs up and ready to find all over 
the borough, started June and lasts 
until September 30.  

There are three categories: 
Trailblazer, Junior Trailblazer, and 
Sourdough Trailblazer. Trailblazers 
are 10 years old and up and must find 
at least 10 signs. Junior Trailblazers are up to 9 years old and must find five signs. Sourdough Trailblazers 
are 60 years and up and must find at least five signs.  
 This event, put on by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department, is an 
all-ages, all-abilities, outdoor scavenger hunt. The challenge is designed to get you out with your friends 
and family to explore our wonderful local trails, both new and familiar.  

Anyone is allowed to participate in the search. When you find a sign, mark it off on your checklist, 
which you get when you register. You no longer need to prove you nabbed a sign by taking a selfie, but 
participants are still encouraged to take the photos and post them on social media with the hashtag 
“#FNSBTrails”. Putting it on the Trails Challenge Facebook Event (under the Discussion tab) is a great way 
to share. And of course, leave the sign to be found by the next trail challenge participant. 

Participants who find the minimum number of signs for their category get their official award and 
can win prizes. Whether you find one or find them all, challenge yourself to get outside and enjoy nature! 

To register, find out more and see a list of signs, see the Fairbanks Borough Trails Office webpage: 
https://tinyurl.com/ut7wxkew 

Check out the Trails Challenge Facebook Event here: https://tinyurl.com/ypm3cy7k   
Get your Trails Challenge Guide here: https://tinyurl.com/mu59k2s3 

Photo of Grapefruit Rocks sign by Lisa Stuby from Fairbanks Trail and Waterway Users Facebook page. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR LWCF AVAILABLE STARTING AUGUST 1 
APPLY Applications for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) will be available starting August 1. 

 This joint federal/state program is not specifically a trails program, but many trail 
projects have been funded by this program. It provides grants for projects that feature 
"close-to-home" outdoor recreational opportunities for the public. 

Applicants are limited to state, regional or local governments, and federally 
recognized tribal governments, with the legal authority to provide park and recreation 
services on public lands are eligible to apply for LWCF assistance. However, nonprofit 
can also partner with eligible applicants to get projects funded. 

The application period runs from August 1 to October 31 (noon). For more information see: 
https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm  
 
TAKE CARE ON TRAILS AS HUNTING SEASON APPROACHES 
As we get into hunting season, please take care while using trails and while 
hunting and target practicing. This is not just a hunting season issue, but there 
is typically more gun activity this time of year.  

The vast majority of gun owners are responsible with shooting. 
Unfortunately, some are less responsible, such a target practicing without a 
proper backstop or along a trail.  

The chances of something happening are low. However, the 
consequences could be very high: death or wounding. Don't worry 
unnecessarily but do take care. Here are some resources: 

• Information for Hunters and Non-Hunters (US Forest Service): https://tinyurl.com/muw8n58d  
• Hike Safely During Hunting Season (American Hiking Society): https://tinyurl.com/yr6cd8f3 
• Info about hunting seasons in Alaska: https://tinyurl.com/2ux3jkvp  

o For specifics see the Alaska Hunting Regulations: https://tinyurl.com/mjbrn9j3  
 
SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH PARKS & REC 
July 8 
Beginning the week of July 15th, construction along the Laurance road bike path in Chena Lake Recreation 
will begin and last through late-August. The bike path from the entrance up past Lake Park Rd will be 
closed and under construction. The Pipeline Access parking lot will be open with walking/biking available in 
the floodplain and atop the dam. In addition, please be advised of the dam closure near the entrance kiosk. 
 
BLM-WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
July 10  
The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Eastern Interior Field Office rescinded the fire closure for the 
western portion of the White Mountains National Recreation Area near the Wickersham Dome Trailhead at 
mile 28 of the Elliott Highway due to reduced wildland fire activity associated with the Globe Fire (253).  
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The area will reopen at 12:00 p.m. today. There are no remaining public access closures for the White 
Mountains.  

Cooler, wet weather helped control fire activity, 
but visitors should remain alert for changes. 

o Visitors are encouraged to practice 
these outdoor fire safety principles:   

o Make a fire only if you have sufficient 
water to put it out completely.   

o Never leave a fire unattended.    
o Keep fires small and manageable.    
o Extinguish fires completely using the 

water, stir, water, repeat method. If it is 
too hot to touch, it is too hot to leave. Every campfire should be cold before leaving it.    

 Visitors should stay tuned to fire activity at akfireinfo.com and check for BLM Alaska fire restrictions 
website for current orders: www.blm.gov/programs/fire-and-aviation/regional-info/alaska-fire-service/fire-
restrictions  

Photo of a White Mountain Recreation Area ridgeline. Photo by BLM. 
 
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 
July 29 
Stan Justice sent me a map of how the how the Grapefruit Fire Complex impacted the Grapefruit Rocks 
area. He wanted to show how the fire affected the 
Summit Trail, but he couldn't figure out how to 
overlay the trail on the map he had. That got me 
to wondering if GaiaGPS has a fire overlay. It 
does! So I did a couple of maps. One shows the 
Wickersham Dome area and one highlights the 
Summit Trail. 

Grapefruit Rocks, which is a popular rock 
climbing area and has a couple of trails, got 
slammed.  Looks like a bit of the Summit Trail got 
hit, too, but the fire didn't reach Eleazar's Cabin. 
Cautionary note: This is digital information and doesn't necessarily translate directly to what actually 
happened on the ground, but it does give you an idea of what happened.  

Also, in the GaiaGPS maps, the blue trail heading west off the Summit Trail appears to be some 
sort of historical trail or something. Neither Stan nor I have ever seen a trail in that area. 
 
--Eric Troyer 

Screenshot of the Summit Trail and how it was affected by the Grapefruit Fire Complex 
 
July 19 
The trailhead provides access to the Oxbow and Triple Lake Trails and the newly constructed portion of the 
Nenana River Hiking trail.  
--The new Nenana River Hiking Trail follows the Nenana River north. The first three miles, nearing the 
confluence with the Yanert River, have been constructed for this year. The trail will be closed north of there, 
as trail construction continues.— 
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>>Shared from Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
July 19 
DENALI NATIONAL PARK — The new wayside at Mile 231 Parks Highway is open for public use, 
just six miles south of the entrance to Denali National Park. 
https://tinyurl.com/y43n4n7u 

 
July 16 
--The Riley Creek Campground and popular nearby hiking trails opened in Denali National Park and 
Preserve Monday after the Riley Fire was declared 100% contained.— 
 

>>Shared from Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
July 16 
So far this year, 335 fires have burned 589,973 acres in Alaska. 
Denali reopens hiking trails, crews demobilize Gold Creek King Fire 
https://tinyurl.com/2fndbzjt  

 
July 20 
Angel Creek Hillside Trail is great for a bike, run, hike, or ATV trip. It's a motorized multi-use trail. 
 

>>Shared from Fairbanks Cycle Club 
July 17 
Angel Creek Hillside trail in the Chena River State Recreation Area is a 
great place for a bike -- even on a rigid single-speed: 
https://armstrong1986.blogspot.com/2024/07/going-outside-angel-creek-
hillside.html  

 
SKARLAND & PEARL CREEK PARK TRAIL USERS 
Stan Justice 
July 28 

I have had a hunk of plastic culvert in my yard, left over from a UAF project. Ditch work where 
the Equinox Trail crosses Sandpiper Rd. was the perfect spot to use it. A Fairbanks Trails Inc 
project.  It is the time of year to get the Equinox Trail ready for the marathon Sept. 21. Let us 
know if you see trail issues - brush, ponding, erosion, fallen trees, wasp nests, sink holes, etc.  
 

FAIRBANKS CYCLE CLUB 
July 4 
There are some interesting trails to be explored out the Steese, but maybe exploring them 
by bike isn't the best option. Then again, with a little more time.... 
https://tinyurl.com/566c3c89 
 
July 3 
Thanks to Fairbanks Trails Inc. for doing repair work on the Skarland Trail. The group is planning another 
work party on August 1. Follow the group's Facebook page to get more info: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2197150330677276/  
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June 29 
An Act naming the Matt Glover Bike Path (SB129) has been signed into law by Governor Dunleavy! The 
path has not yet been constructed but is scheduled to be finished this fall. It will connect the west end of 
Badger Road to the new Airport/Steese junction. We will let everyone know once it is completed and open 
for use. 

Find out more about bill's background from this January post: https://tinyurl.com/mrxhmtxj 
 
TWO RIVERS DOG MUSHERS 
Trail Maintenance Event: Jenny M 
Saturday, August 24; Duration: 8 hr 
 
Sounds like folks would like to see trail work done connecting trails back to Jenny M where you can go 
under the bridge. I am not familiar with this spot but there were several votes to make this the first trail work 
spot. Bring chain saws, axes, clippers and your bug dope and help us clear the trail! 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1001433967853651/ 
 
SALCHA SKI CLUB 
July 20 
Hi Salcha Ski Trail users. Last weekend we had a total of 24 volunteers over two days mow, brush back, 
cut trees, clear downed trees and remove debris from the Salcha Ski Trails!! We'll have a final work party in 
August but the trails are beautiful for walking, running, hiking and finding the FNSB Trails Challenge sign! A 
huge "Thanks" to the following individuals who were in "Beast Mode" last Saturday and Sunday! Josh 
Beckley, Chena and their dog Hatcher, Ryder Marshall, Mike Hannah and Ben Beifuss, John Savage, Mark 
Plummer, Dave St. Laurent, Elliot St. Laurent, Justin Johnson, Naomi Averitt, Josh and Rachael Crawford, 
Bob Holmes, Brandon and Tuck Hoover, Kevin Salus, Lorna Fischer, Bev O'Donnell, Kendall Brehm, Luke 
Viltrakis, Rob and Valerie Weathers.                                                              

Thanks so very much!! 
 
ALASKA MOUNTAIN BIKE GROUP 
July 23 
Update: we tried to ride from Glacier Gap to Sevenmile Lake on the Denali 
Highway. We turned back after 1.25 miles because the trail was a solid ATV 
mud hole. We turned around when even the ATV trail ended in a bog. See 
picture. This was the fairly passable trail. Not sure this will ever dry out. 
River crossings were easy. 
--Breena Apgar-Kurtz 
 
Update: after looking at google maps, we may have chosen the wrong trail. 
Both trails are unmarked. We started at the marked Glacier Gap trailhead, but 
there were several ATV trails that started at the trailhead. They crossed the 
creek so I picked the one next to the information signs. Apparently, that was 
the wrong trail. 
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INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• Fairbanks Trails Inc work party Aug 1: https://www.facebook.com/events/2142763356105724/  
• Immersive walk through the Yankovich Road Fire opens at UAF: https://tinyurl.com/5n7p3zpe 
• Wildfire Walk opens to the public: www.webcenterfairbanks.com/2024/07/18/wildfire-walk-opens-public/ 
 

	
STATEWIDE	

 
 
$1.1 MILLION FOR ALASKA LONG TRAIL IN STATE CAPITAL BUDGET 

The recently passed state capital budget includes $1.1M for four 
projects related to the Alaska Long Trail. All four projects are in the 
Anchorage area and range from new construction to planning. Alaska 
Trails and partners are grateful to the Governor and the state 
legislature for including these trail projects in the budget, for the third 
year in a row now. We are particularly grateful to Senator 
Wielechowski, Senator Merrick and Senator Giessel for their role in 
securing this funding. See state funding for the AKLT here: 
www.alaska-trails.org/state-budget-funding-for-aklt  

Photo from Chugach State Park by Chris Beck 
 
SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES  
ALASKA STATE PARKS 
July 22 
🌲🌲Last week, Alaska State Park employees participated in the latest  
Leave No Trace Hot Spot training. 🌲🌲 
🔥The Hot Spot program addresses the environmental impacts of high-traffic recreational areas. Through a 
nationwide nomination process, Alaska was identified as a potential Hot Spot due to increased popularity 
from visitors and residents. 
Over the next few days, Alaska State Parks will be promoting the 7 Principles of Leave No Trace: 
1⃣ Plan Ahead & Prepare ✅ 
2⃣ Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces ✅ 
3⃣ Dispose of Waste Properly ✅ 
4⃣ Leave What You Find ✅ 
5⃣ Minimize Campfire Impacts ✅ 
6⃣ Respect Wildlife ✅ 
7⃣ Be Considerate of Others ✅ 
For more information on Leave No Trace 7 Principles, please visit: 
https://lnt.org/  
Stay tuned for more tips on how you can help preserve our beautiful 
parks!🌲🎋🐻🎣 
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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME - OFFICIAL 
July 2 
💥💥Wildlife Incident - ASP2404371💥💥 

✔✔On 6/24/2024 at approx. 1230 hours State Park Rangers followed up with reports of two to 
three black bears in Eklutna Campground getting into 
campers tents, food and other gear. Bear deterrent 
measures (bean bag rounds) had previously been used on 
the bears by a State Park Ranger a few days prior. Upon 
arrival at Eklutna Campground the State Park Rangers 
were directed to a campsite that had two black bears in it, 
actively eating the camper’s food and getting into his gear. 
The State Park Rangers determined that the bears had 
become too habituated and were put down. The bears were 
donated and salvaged to charity via AF&G.  

✔✔On 6/27/2024 State Park Rangers received another report of a black bear in the Eklutna 
Campground. The State Park Ranger responded and located the bear, he deployed three bean bag 
shotgun rounds on the bear, but the bear returned. The bear ultimately had to also be put down. The bear 
was additionally donated and salvaged to charity via ADF&G. 

✔✔Alaska State Park Rangers would like to remind park visitors that all of Alaska is bear 
country. Please keep all food and scented items in a bear resistant container or hard-sided vehicle. 
Violators are subject to a $300 fine under 11 AAC12.230(j), Food accessible to bears, and/or a $300 fine 
under 5AAC 92.230(a)(1) Feeding game. 

• Keep Bears Wild🐻 
• Keep a Clean Camp! 
• Manage food and garbage responsibly!🥓🍕 
• Coolers, grills, stoves, food items and food containers may not be left out UNATTENDED at ANY 

time.  
• Secure in vehicle or bear box. 
• A Fed Bear is a Dangerous Bear 

Thank you! 
 
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC FACILITIES 
July 11 
Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) 2024-2027 Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP) Amendment #1 is available for public review and comment.  

DOT&PF’s STIP is a vital framework that directly impacts the transportation infrastructure of our 
state. The STIP encompasses a wide range of activities, including highway improvements, bridge repairs, 
waterways projects, public transportation enhancements, and more.  

The STIP is a valuable tool for the public. It offers a clear and concise overview of planned 
transportation projects, providing visibility and transparency to the residents of Alaska.  

The documents and public comment portal are here: https://publicinput.com/stip/  
The comment period for STIP Amendment #1 is open through Monday, August 5, 2024. 
4 ways to comment: 

• ONLINE at https://publicinput.com/stip/  
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• TEXT STIP to 855-925-2801 
• EMAIL stip@publicinput.com 
• CALL 855-925-2801 & use PIN 2191 to leave a message 

Tip from the editor: The 2024-2027 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Amendment #1 
is out for public comment. This plan includes DOT bike/pedestrian paths. For trails-related projects do a 
search for “trail” and “path.” Several projects from across the state come up.  
 
STATEWIDE LINKS 
• Governor’s vetoes whittle list of funded Alaska Long Trail projects to four: https://tinyurl.com/498myhj6 
• Alaska ‘data bike’ proposal aims to reform how DOT assesses its sidewalks and trails: 

https://tinyurl.com/3az6zm78 
• OPINION: What it would mean for the Alaska Long Trail to be a National Scenic Trail: 

https://tinyurl.com/2xy8seww 
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• The Spell of the Yukon (a trails-heavy trip): https://tinyurl.com/ye26heb6 
 

	
NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	

 
THE IMPORTANCE OF MAPPING TRAILS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
As hikers and other outdoor enthusiasts in the United States (US) have come to rely on mobile applications 
to navigate our public lands, visitors can be led to dangerous or environmentally sensitive areas when 
these apps include unofficial and unmaintained trails. Many navigation applications pull this trail data from 
multiple sources and rely heavily on OpenStreetMap (OSM) data. 

OSM is an open database of geospatial information. For park trails to render in the desired way, 
they must be accurately tagged so that renderers can decide which trails to show or not show, and which 
trails to emphasize or de-emphasize. This OSM presentation, Mapping a Path to Digital Democracy 
(https://tinyurl.com/bsutsd2v), gives a brief example of how data is presented using OSM tags.  

Marking trails a certain way in OSM should not be seen as an alternative to physically marking trail 
access rules on the ground. 

For more info: https://www.americantrails.org/resources/mapping-trails-across-the-country  
From American Trails website 

 
THE 2024 NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS PHOTO CONTEST IS OPEN 
ENTER American Trails sponsors the annual contest for photographs of designated National Recreation 
Trails across the country. Our annual contest provides awards in several categories and shows off entries 
(and previous winners) on the NRT website. 

The goal is to highlight the diversity of the NRTs and to make more Americans familiar with these 
great trails. We're looking for good photos of trail users as well as special facilities, art on the trails, 
management issues, construction, and volunteers. We also want to see entries that cover the many types 
and uses of National Recreation Trails throughout America. 

For more info: https://www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/photo-contest  
From American Trails website 
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NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• American Trails calendar (trail webinars workshops, etc): www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 
• Am. Hiking Society’s 2024 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/  

o Common myths about Volunteer Vacations: https://tinyurl.com/2s32mm8u 
 
FUNDING 
• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/  
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
• Polaris T.R.A.I.L.S. grants (ATV trail projects; due March 1, Sept 1): https://tinyurl.com/y49dxbhe  
 
OTHER LINKS: 
• AI Has Reached The Trails. Has Big Tech Gone Too Far?: https://tinyurl.com/34eefj3p 
• Embarking on the Trail Career Journey: 5 Essential Steps to Becoming a Professional Trail Builder: 

https://tinyurl.com/yc7abme2 
• Trail Maintenance: A Guide to the Future of the Trails Industry: https://tinyurl.com/yy7wfmmt 
 
 
 
Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail 
user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: 
submissions may also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Alaska Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am a board member of the Interior Trails 
Preservation Coalition, president of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and editor of the Alaska 
Trails newsletter. 
 
 
 


