INTERIOR TRAILS NEWSLETTER

Dedicated to the preservation and maintenance of trails in interior Alaska

OCT 2023

BACK TO ALASKA LONG TRAIL NAME, ALASKA TRAVERSE ON HOLD

In August 2023, the Alaska Long Trail Coalition switched the name of the Alaska Long Trail project to the
Alaska Traverse. However, the Coalition has since learned that the project would benefit from keeping its
old name, which has been used over the past three years. The trail has an opportunity to be designated as

a National Scenic Trail, and keeping the old name will
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greatly increase chances of success of this designation.

With the help of Senator Murkowski (THANK
YOU!), the Congress recently directed the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) to conduct the National Scenic
Trail feasibility study for the “Alaska Long Trail,” and this
language is now part of the National Scenic Trails Act.
This means that the BLM will have to refer to the project
under that name for the duration of the study, which can
take three or more years (average is seven).

After considering the implications of keeping two
names for the same project over the next three or more
years, it has become clear that this situation would
create confusion and possibly pushback, jeopardizing
not only the success of the National Scenic Trail
feasibility study but also other funding opportunities
(state capital budget, federal appropriations, etc). Alaska
Trails and partners want to maximize the success of the
feasibility study and minimize the confusion about the
name of the project, and that's why the project name is
going back to the Alaska Long Trail. At the end of the
feasibility study, there will be an opportunity to work with
the BLM on a different name for the project, and that

TRAILS

would be the tlme to suggest the change to the Alaska Traverse or another option.

The National Scenic Trail (NST) system comprises 11 long trails around the country, including the
Appalachian Trail and Pacific Crest Trail. The NST designation opens doors to more federal funding in the
future and will be critical to the development of the Alaskan long trail. The designation would also bring
more nationwide recognition, leading to increased visitation and business to communities along the route.
The NST designation does not set restrictions to specific trail use (motorized can be included), and
decisions on the trail use are left with land managers such as municipalities, boroughs, and state and

federal agencies.

Learn more about the Alaska Long Trail at: https://www.alaska-trails.org/alaska-long-trail

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION

o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.ora/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)
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RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM APPLICATIONS DUE IN OCTOBER

APPLY It’'s time to get your Recreational Trails Program grant application finished up.

RTP grants provide reimbursable, matching funds to develop and repair recreational trails and trail-
related facilities for both non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses. Grants are also available for
trail-related environmental protection, safety, and educational projects. The grants are administered
through the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation. The timeline is below. Questions? Contact the State
Trails Coordinator at (907) 269-8699.

e September 30, 2023: The mandatory public notices must be posted by this date.
e October 31, 2023: Applicants must submit their application electronically and/or by mail on a USB
flash drive. All applications must be received electronically or postmarked by this date.

For more information see: https://dnr.alaska.qov/parks/grants/trails.htm

LWCF GRANT APPLICATIONS DUE BY END OF OCTOBER

APPLY Application packets for Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 2024 grants were available
starting August 1.

The Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DPOR) administers this competitive
reimbursable grant program in partnership with the National Park Service. LWCF can provide up to 50% of
costs for eligible outdoor recreation projects. An estimated $1 million in LWCF federal funding will be
available in this grant round. Eligible applicants include state, regional, local and tribal governments with
the legal authority to provide park and recreation services on public lands. Applications will be accepted by
DPOR from August 1 through noon on October 31. For more information, contact the Grants Section
Manager Danette Berkovitz (Danette.Berkovitz@alaska.gov; 907-269-8706).

ENDURANCE RACE ORGANIZATION SEEKS NEW LEADERSHIP

Endurance North -- which oversees the White Mountains 100, Chena River to Ridge, and Tanana River
Challenge -- is looking for someone with the time and dedication to take over as president. At minimum, the
board, paperwork, and finances just need to
be kept up. Through Endurance North the
races share things like a trailer, gear,

B insurance, etc.

: But if you're interested, this
organization has a lot more potential to help
further endurance racing in Interior Alaska. It
could organize winter trail grooming so that
racers have a place to practice and race. It
could help anyone else who wants to start
another winter race. Heck; it could help

someone start a summer endurance race.

Are you interested in helping make any of that happen? Are you interested but a bit daunted by the
task? You could always bring on more interested folks to help the team!

Endurance North has a ton of potential, but if someone doesn't step up, the organization could
dissolve.

Are you interested in helping? If so, contact Nikki Potter at nikki.m.phillips@gmail.com
Photo of Tanana River Challenge by Eric Troyer
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SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS
Sept 19: An ordinance and a resolution were passed by the Fairbanks Borough Assembly at its
September 14 meeting. These are good changes that came from a spirit of compromise after a long,
often contentious, process to get the update to the Fairbanks Comprehensive Trails Plan accepted.
www.interioralaskatrails.org/2023/09/19/two-trail-related-items-passed-by-fairbanks-assembly/

SKARLAND & PEARL CREEK PARK TRAIL USERS
Stan Justice October 1: | have been benching in that area to make grooming easier. The steep sidehills
try to tip over the snowmachine and the drag slides downhill. Thanks you to adjacent neighbors who
tolerated and even supported my efforts. Earlier in the summer | benched another section above
Redfox Road and it has already started to revegetate. What is now the worst sidehill on the Skarland?

DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION
August 29: Delta had some really powerful winds earlier. All of Delta was without power for several
hours as GVEA dealt with many downed trees on the power lines. The community trails also had
downed trees across the trails. Thanks to volunteers those trees were cleared off of the River Walk
Park and the Liewer Community Trail.

INTERIOR LINK

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e Master planner Steve Cook and creation of Chena River Recreation Area: https://tinyurl.com/5n8v2x8p

STATEWIDE
SNOWMACHINE GROOMING PROGRAM CHANGES DEPARTMENTS

The SnowTrac Program, which provides funding for snowmachine trail grooming, has been moved within
the state government. For details, see the following email.

As of July 1, 2023, the administration of the SnowTrac Program has been transferred from the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to the
State of Alaska Department of Transportation
(DOT&PF). The transfer of this program will
allow the DOT&PF to explore options to
enhance the program funding and eligibility
projects for the grantees through leveraging
other potential funding sources and
partnerships.

The DOT&PF will administer the grant
program with a focus on continuing to provide
reimbursable grant funds for development and
maintenance of trails and trail-related facilities
for Snowmachine use. Snowmachine trail
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grooming activities are only provided through the program’s Grooming Pool. The Grooming Pool is a
program that distributes grant funds for grooming, marking, and signing snowmachine trail systems.
The program offers the flexibility to use funds where trail grooming is needed around the state.

The Snowmachine Trail Grant Program uses Snowmachine registration fees to support a system of
groomed Snowmachine trails in several regions of the state. Funds are used by Snowmachine clubs,
non-profits, and businesses to groom and mark trails. Trails must be legal and approved by the
Snowmachine Trail Advisory Council (SnowTRAC). More on this soon!

We are close to stabilizing the program (internal administration details on the transfer and program
set up) and preparing an announcement for FY24 funding. | believe | captured all recipients from last
year on this email chain, if | missed anyone, please forward this information on and provide my contact
details.

| will let everyone know when the new program website is published and grant application is ready.
Our plan is to follow the same timeline as last year when the program was administered via DNR.

We are excited about this opportunity, and look forward to working with all of you. Please contact
myself (or Andy Mills) andy.mills@alaska.gov.

Adison Spafford, Community Resiliency Coordinator (adison.spafford@alaska.gov)

Office of the Commissioner, Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

Direct: 907.717.8401 « Cell: 907.382.4354

Photo of Denali Highway Trails Club groomer from DHTC Facebook page

CENTRAL HUBS OFFERS TRANSPORTATION FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

The State of Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities has two information hubs of interest
to trail users and managers.

Transportation Funding Opportunity Hub
The Alaska Transportation Funding Opportunity Hub prowdes public access to state programs and
federal grants that are available to Alaska - :
communities to support transportation improvement
across the state. The clearinghouse additionally
provides a dashboard of projects that have been
submitted for various funding programs. These
opportunities include state regulated funding
programs such as Transportation Alternatives
Program (TAP) and Community Transportation -
Program (CTP), as well and federal Notice of Funding Opportunities (NOFOs). The goal is to corral all
the opportunities into one place and help you identify those that are a best fit for your projects.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/02a40551dbc64236b5ff6d6cdc43451a/page/Home/
Photo from the website

The Last Funtier

This site, from the AK Department of Transportation, is a map of known (to DOT) waysides and trails
across the state. It includes a survey so that you can let DOT know how it can make improvements to
accessing your favorite locations. But note that the survey is set up to get specific information for a
single activity.

https://the-last-funtier-akdot.hub.arcgis.com/
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE LAND MANAGER FORUM IN NOVEMBER

ATTEND The annual Alaska Trails Land Manager Forum will happen on Wednesday, November 15, at the
BP Energy Center in Anchorage.

e More details including agenda, speakers and more will be

forthcoming. We hope you can join us to wrap up the trail season and

begin planning for next year. You can find out more and view previous

years’ presentations here: https://www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-

forum

We are excited to bring land managers, trails groups, pro trail
builders and trail enthusiasts together to highlight the many successes
we have had and share what's worked and what hasn't.

ALASKA MOUNTAIN BIKE SUMMIT TO BE HELD IN OCTOBER
REGISTER Join Chugach Mountain Bike Riders, Alaska Trails, Arctic Bicycle Club, and Valley Mountain

Bikers and Hikers on Saturday and Sunday
October 14 and 15 at the scenic
Government Peak Chalet, for the second < )
Alaska Mountain Bike Summit. las Jountain Bike Summit

The Alaska Mountain Bike Summit 3ER 14-1
seeks to bring together nonprofits, clubs,
and mountain biking advocates from
across the state to share information and
plan a way to maximize the knowledge and
expertise in the state to build, maintain,
and ride more mountain biking trails. @ChugachMTB

More information including
registration, agenda and other pertinent news will be coming soon. For questions contact: Will Taygan
will@ChugachMTB.org

Also, listen to this Outdoor Explorer podcast, which has information on the summit and more:
https://tinyurl.com/4y7ushps

ACTION NEEDED TO HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate changes affects everyone, especially winter sports enthusiasts like snowmachiners, mushers,
cross-country skiers, and fatbikers.

A warming climate can mean shorter ski seasons, and more extreme events like snow droughts
and rain-on-snow events. These will just get worse unless we slow climate change, which means we need
to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

But can the actions of one or two people make a difference? They sure can. Especially if more
people are doing the same. Here are two things you can do right now to help make a difference.

Join Citizen’s Climate Lobby

https://citizensclimatelobby.org/

Citizen’s Climate Lobby is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, grassroots advocacy climate change organization
focused on national policies to address the climate movement. Go to
the website and hover over “Take Action.” You can write or call the

(L citizens’ Climate Lobby
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Alaska delegation in Washington. Sign up for the Monthly Calling Campaign and join with many other
people in urging Congress to take steps to help solve climate change.

Take a personal action

Instead of driving a car, commute to work or do an errand by riding a bike, walking,
running, using public transportation, or skiing, if you can work that. For every trip you
take, you will be reducing your carbon footprint and be making yourself a little healthier.

Climate change may seem like an overwhelming problem, but we humans created it one step at a time, and
we can solve it that way, too. Let's do what we can to ensure that future winters still have usable snow for
us and for our children, grandchildren, and beyond.

STATEWIDE LINKS

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

They logged on to watch the fat brown bears. They saved a hiker instead: https://tinyurl.com/428fmm4b
Skolai to McCarthy via Doubtful Creek (Luc Mehl): https://tinyurl.com/2jkréjjv

Teller to Wales (Bjgrn Olson): http://www.mjolnirofbjorn.com/journal/2023/9/15/teller-to-wales

Alaska Bear Spray Exchange Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/538082843854862/

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE
COALITION FOR REC TRAILS ANNOUNCES RTP ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

The Coalition for Recreational Trails is excited to announce its 2023 achievement awards to recognize
outstanding trail projects funded by the Recreational Trails Program (RTP). CRT will host an awards
ceremony honoring the winners on January 24, 2024. Special guests, including Members of Congress will
be invited to participate.

Award winners will be selected from projects nominated by public agencies, trail administrators or
other project sponsors. Projects must be completed in order to receive an award. In addition, projects
completed before 2018 are ineligible.

Consider nominating an outstanding project and/or encourage the sponsor(s) of an excellent
project in your state to submit a nomination. And encourage those making nominations to solicit support
from their members of Congress to grow awareness of excellent RTP-funded projects and the program
itself. Deadline for nominations is November 17, 2023.

Find out more here: https://www.americantrails.org/crt

LEGACY TRAILS GRANT PROGRAM OPENING SOON

American Trails is pleased to partner with the U.S. Forest Service in continuing the Legacy Trails Grant
Program. We will be looking to fund projects that restore fish and aquatic organism passage, improve trail
resiliency, preserve trail access, decommission unauthorized trails, and convert unneeded Forest Service
roads to trails. The application portal opens on October 2. Find out more here:
https://www.americantrails.org/legacy-trails-program
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HIKING SOCIETY CREATES EASY WAY TO ADVOCATE FOR TRAILS

The American Hiking Society has created an easy way for people to advocate for trails. See message
below from the AHS.

Due to your advocacy efforts Congress has proposed increases in funding for our nation's trails! It's
now up to us to ensure that these funding increases are realized when the House and Senate work
to pass a final funding package!

Your voice is needed now to send a message to your Members of Congress telling them to
preserve the funding increases for trails included in the House of Representatives Department of
the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriation bills and maintain top line funding for the National
Park Service, Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and all
land management agencies!
https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/take-action/

HIKING SOCIETY VOLUNTEER HOST APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

APPLY The Volunteer Vacations program is designed to send you a crew of eager volunteers, ready to
assist with your trail needs. Volunteer Vacations are week-long trail building/maintaining projects organized
by American Hiking Society and hosted by BLM, NPS, USDA-FS, USFWS, state parks, trail organizations
and other nonprofit partner groups across the country.

Most projects are one-week or shorter in length, consist of 6-15 crew members, and involve trail
maintenance and building tasks on hiking trails on public lands. Alternative Breaks are volunteer trail
stewardship projects designed specifically for college student groups and young professionals to complete
during their spring breaks. Find out more about hosting a Volunteer Vacation or Alternative Break and
submit your host application now! https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacations/

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American
Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2023 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
o Conservation Internatoinal VIP newsletter (autumn 2023): https://tinyurl.com/2p8f6ajm

FUNDING
e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/trailtrust.com/
e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

OTHER LINKS:

e Why Trails Matter: Outdoor Learning: https://tinyurl.com/3haeexx2

e Beyond Greenways: The Next Step for City Trails and Walking Routes: https://tinyurl.com/3men2h5t
e Restoring Natural Plant Communities along Trails and Waterways: https://tinyurl.com/ysuczxzt
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o National Recreation Trails Photo Contest (deadline Dec 15): https://tinyurl.com/58a3xz7v
o Safe Routes to Parks: https://www.americantrails.org/resources/safe-routes-to-parks

Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am a board member of the Interior Trails
Preservation Coalition and of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails
and editor of its newsletter.
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