
INTERIOR TRAILS NEWSLETTER 
Dedicated to the preservation and maintenance of trails in interior Alaska 

AUG 2023 
 

 

1 LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	
• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     

(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

PROPOSALS WOULD ALLOW NEW ACCESS TO CREAMER’S REFUGE 
If two projects are successful, people will have a new way to access Caribou Lakes in the Creamer’s Field 
Migratory Wildlife Refuge. 
 The Interior Alaska Land Trust (IALT) plans to build a trailhead, with parking, just off Farmer’s Loop 
Road. The Interior Trails and Preservation Coalition (ITPC) 
has submitted a plan for a project to improve trails from that 
trailhead to the lakes. 
 The IALT has submitted a conditional use permit to 
the Fairbanks North Star Borough for the parking lot. As 
part of the process for the permit, there will be a public 
comment period and a meeting. Neither has yet been 
scheduled.  

“Our goals for the trailhead are to improve access 
and to support existing usage patterns (primarily winter 
access) and to support any improvements to access that 
the Refuge decides to make to its trail system,” IALT 
President Owen Guthrie wrote in an email.  

A trailhead already exists in the area, but it is 
small, poorly marked, and awkwardly located. It holds 5-6 
cars and is across Farmer’s Loop from Shuros Drive. 
People using that parking lot must cross a driveway to 
access the trailhead.  

The new parking lot would hold more cars (10-12) 
and users would have direct and better access to the trailhead.  

The ITPC plan would construct a non-motorized trail, with several branches, that would lead from 
the new trailhead to five lakes in the area. The group has submitted its proposal to the refuge arguing that it 
would improve access and protect habitat. 

For a longer version of this story with more details and a design drawing of the proposed parking 
lot, see: https://tinyurl.com/mrx7zbnv  

 
PORTION OF MOOSE CREEK DAM TRAIL CLOSED TEMPORARILY 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Alaska District is prohibiting public access of about three miles of the 
Moose Creek Dam Trail, located on the dam crest at the Chena River Lakes Flood Control Project near 
North Pole. 

Recreators are unable to use a portion of the Moose Creek Dam Trail on the top of the dam, known 
as the crest, starting at the access ramp near the closed entrance station on Laurance Road stretching to 
the control works ramp at the Chena River. Due to ongoing construction activities to complete the Moose 

https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/
mailto:fbxtrails@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/mrx7zbnv


 

INTERIOR TRAILS NEWSLETTER  
AUGUST 2023 

2 

Creek Dam Modification Project, a closure is necessary to increase public safety. Restricted access will 
begin in July and is anticipated to reopen in October. 

“Public safety is our bottom line and there will be a lot of heavy machinery operating in that area,” 
said Col. Damon Delarosa, commander of 
the Alaska District. “This project is critical 
for the greater Fairbanks community and 
we are committed to addressing risks 
associated with aging infrastructure. At the 
same time, we empathize that this is a 
temporary inconvenience.” 

Laurance Road that runs parallel 
and below the levee will remain open to 
vehicle traffic. Drivers should adhere to all 
construction signage and traffic signals. 
Meanwhile, the public can utilize the 
Moose Creek Dam Trail running South 
along the dam crest between the closed entrance station and the entrance of the project. This area can be 
accessed via the parking lot at the project entrance and the parking lot located up and over the dam near 
the closed entrance station. 

Read more here: https://tinyurl.com/bd9j5veu  
From U.S. Army Corps of Engineers press release 

 
BLM ISSUES FIRE PREVENTION ORDER FOR AREA AROUND FOX 
To protect properties and residences, the BLM issued a Fire Prevention Order prohibiting campfires, 

explosives and fireworks on federal lands in a 
fire-prone area of black spruce near Fox, 
Alaska and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) facility 
site on the Steese Highway.  

The fire prevention order went into 
effect at midnight to ensure public safety and 
to protect the nearby NOAA facility and 
residences north of Fairbanks, Alaska, in the 
Gilmore Trail and Brier Road areas. 

To further reduce the threat of 
wildfire, homeowners can take measures to 
protect their homes and property. Check out 
the Firewise Alaska pocket guide to learn 
more:    

This fire prevention order will end Oct. 
31 unless it is rescinded due to weather conditions or other factors. For information on fire restrictions in 
Interior Alaska and statewide, contact the Alaska Interagency Coordination Center at (907) 356-5511 or 
visit https://akfireinfo.com 

The BLM Alaska Fire Service website also includes a list of current fire restrictions for BLM-
managed public lands in Alaska: http://ow.ly/N4F050JsWNE  

From BLM-Alaska Facebook page 
 

https://tinyurl.com/bd9j5veu
https://akfireinfo.com/
http://ow.ly/N4F050JsWNE
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CHALLENGE OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES TO FIND TRAILS IN INTERIOR 
The Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge is live with 20 signs up and ready to find all over the borough. 
 The challenge started June 20 and lasts until September 30. There are again three award 
categories: Trailblazer, Junior Trailblazer, and Sourdough Trailblazer. Trailblazers are 10 years old and up 

and must find at least 10 signs. Junior Trailblazers are up to 9 
years old and must find five signs. Sourdough Trailblazers are 
at least 60 years old and must find five signs.   
 This event, put on by the Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Parks and Recreation Department, is an all-ages, all-abilities, 
outdoor scavenger hunt. The challenge is designed to get you 
out with your friends and family to explore our wonderful local 
trails, both new and familiar.  

Anyone is allowed to participate in the search. When 
you find a sign, mark it off on your checklist, which you get 
when you register. You no longer need to prove you nabbed a 
sign by taking a selfie, but participants are still encouraged to 
take the photos and post them on social media with the hashtag 
“#FNSBTrails”. Putting it on the Trails Challenge Facebook 
page is a great way to share. And of course, leave the sign to 
be found by the next trail challenge participant. 

Participants who find the minimum number of signs for 
their category get their official award and can win prizes from 
local sponsors. Whether you find one or find them all, challenge 

yourself to get outside and enjoy nature! 
To register, find out more and see a list of signs, see the Fairbanks Borough Trails Office webpage: 

https://tinyurl.com/mscu47zu 
And check out the Trails Challenge Facebook Event here: https://tinyurl.com/3tumm6am 
Get your Trails Challenge Guide here: 

https://issuu.com/fnsbparksandrec/docs/summer_trails_guide_23  
Photo from Trails Challenge Facebook Event page. 

 
TAKE CARE ON TRAILS AS HUNTING SEASON APPROACHES 
As we get into hunting season, please take care while using trails and while hunting and target practicing. 
This is not just a hunting season issue, but there is typically more gun activity 
this time of year.  

The vast majority of gun owners are responsible with shooting. 
Unfortunately, some are less responsible, such a target practicing without a 
proper backstop or along a trail.  

The chances of something happening are low. However, the 
consequences could be very high: death or wounding. Don't worry 
unnecessarily but do take care. Here are some resources: 
 

Hunting Safety: Information for Hunters and Non-Hunters (US Forest Service) 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5330495.pdf  
 
Hike Safely During Hunting Season (American Hiking Society) 

https://tinyurl.com/mscu47zu
https://tinyurl.com/3tumm6am
https://issuu.com/fnsbparksandrec/docs/summer_trails_guide_23
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5330495.pdf
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https://americanhiking.org/families-on-foot/hike-safely-hunting-season/  
 
To find out more about when and where hunting seasons are happening in Alaska see this AK Dept of 
Fish and Game page: https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=hunting.whenwhere  
 
For specifics you'll need to refer to the Alaska Hunting Regulations: 
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=wildliferegulations.main  

 
ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR TRAIL PROJECTS  

As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects, remember that Alaska 
Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized 
trail groups in the Interior. The trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail 
tools including mcleods, Pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If you 
would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth 
(gcorth@straydogs.us). 

 
SOME TRAILS INCLUDED IN STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
Want to find out more about the state's plan for non-motorized recreation projects? Want to be able to 
comment?  

The projects are included in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The STIP 
can be kind of a daunting document and process, so the state has set up a brief presentation and open 
house regarding the DRAFT 2024-2027 version of the STIP. It will be held in Fairbanks on Wednesday, 
August 9, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Find out more here: http://notice.alaska.gov/211964  
 
CONFLUENCE CONFERENCE TO BE IN FAIRBANKS IN SEPTEMBER 
The 8th Annual Confluence: Summit on the Outdoors heads to Fairbanks, Sept. 26 – 28, where the focus 
will be on co-creating a vision for a regenerative future and the action steps to make it happen. 

Confluence attracts innovative thinkers and doers from public and tribal for-profits, governmental 
organizations, and non-profit allies involved in outdoor businesses, tourism, culture & heritage, economic 
development, public health, transportation, and land relationship planning. 

Read more here: https://tinyurl.com/yck4wr3a  
 
SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS 

July 7: Good News-Miner story on the new Steese/Johansen intersection slated to start in 2025.  
The project will include a trail tunnel for a planned trail that would connect Birch Hill Rec Area trails 

to the ADMA-Creamer's Field trails, though funding has yet to be found for that aspect of the project. 
For more information on the project go here: https://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/steese-johansen/  
Lots more information in the story. Read it here: https://tinyurl.com/yc65nsa9  

 
July 10: A Goldstream resident is organizing an effort to fix a bike/ped path that parallels Ballaine Road 
out in the Goldstream Valley. This gravel path has sunk in places and is flooded. Here's the post from 
the private Goldstream Community Facebook page.  

https://americanhiking.org/families-on-foot/hike-safely-hunting-season/
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=hunting.whenwhere
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=wildliferegulations.main
mailto:gcorth@straydogs.us
http://notice.alaska.gov/211964
https://tinyurl.com/yck4wr3a
https://dot.alaska.gov/nreg/steese-johansen/
https://tinyurl.com/yc65nsa9
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--Hello everyone! My name is Kasey and I have been living in Goldstream for the last 15 years, I've 
been running in Goldstream for the last 5. I've always loved the 
Goldstream community and the effort we always put in to give 
back to the community ❤ I come to you today to ask for help. 
The trail by the Blueberry reserves has a lot of flood damage 
this year and it's made it very difficult to use. If this was a trail 
only I used, I wouldn't be coming to you all but I know this is a 
trail used and loved by many. I've contacted a lot of people and 
found who/how to fix it, it's just going to cost a lot more than I 

had prepared for. Any and every donation is appreciated. If you can't donate, if you could please share 
the gofundme so that our community can continue to use this trail this summer and many summers to 
come ❤-- 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/fix-the-multiuse-trail-on-ballaine  
 
July 7: Great News-Miner story on trails work BLM is doing with help from the Student Conservation 
Association, an AmeriCorps program. Very short summary: 
--Built 700 linear feet of boardwalk on the Summit Trail on 
Wickersham Dome in the White Mountains National 
Recreation Area. (This is around that low, muddy spot a 
couple miles in from the trailhead.) 
--Replacing boardwalk on the Pinnell Mountain National 
Recreation Trail (Twelvemile side). 
  
BLM is also working on two public use cabins in the White 
Mountains: 
--Between Eleazer's and Borealis-LeFevre cabins.  
--between Lee’s and Moose Creek cabins (with help from the Folk School). 
 
Lots more in the story. Read it here: https://tinyurl.com/2rcsu8hh  

Eric Troyer photo, not from News-Miner story 
 
NORDIC SKI CLUB OF FAIRBANKS 

Aug 1: As Birch Hill Rec Area summer trails users know, the grass can get a bit on the long side on 
some of the trails before the FNSB Parks & Rec Department does the fall 
mowing before ski season starts.   

Last winter the Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks got a 2010 Kubota 
mower from the Borough that was going to be surplussed. Thank you to 
Mayor Ward and the Borough Assembly for making it happen! 

The NSCF groomers have been putting it to good use mowing the 
trails at Birch Hill. Since the first of July most trails have been mowed. The 
groomers are currently working their way out the White Bear. 

If you are enjoying the club's mowing efforts please consider making a 
donation to the Birch Hill Trail fund to help cover the cost of fuel, 
maintenance of the mower, and wages for the groomers.  

Thank you! https://nordicskicluboffairbanks.wildapricot.org/Donate/  
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/fix-the-multiuse-trail-on-ballaine
https://tinyurl.com/2rcsu8hh
https://nordicskicluboffairbanks.wildapricot.org/Donate/
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FAIRBANKS AREA HIKING CLUB FAN PAGE 
July 16: Karen Chancler  

Carol, John & I went to the bench on upper chena dome trail & John fixed the 
bench!  Matt P, Sonia & another lady came also, but unfortunately, I didn't get their 
photos.  

The trails challenge sign is very close to the bench 🙂 
It was a beautiful hike. 

 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA 

July 27: Workers from Student Conservation Association  repaired and replaced 1500 linear feet of 
boardwalk in the alpine tundra on the Pinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail. 

The students hoisted beams, pulled junky boards and fought off mosquitos for 
the big win.   

The current boardwalk was so old and receded into the tundra that it was 
causing people to make their own trails and causing erosion.  

Photo by Sam Rance, BLM. 
 
July 25: Unit 25C hunters should be aware of significant changes to motor vehicle limitations in the 
White Mountains National Recreation Area’s Nome Creek Valley and throughout much of the Steese 
National Conservation Area to protect sensitive resources during the 
summer, May 1 – October 14. 

Motor vehicles must remain on BLM routes designated for their use 
unless traveling in an area designated open to cross-country motorized 
travel. Many of the BLM’s georeferenced PDF maps include information 
about motor vehicle limitations.  

#KnowBeforeYouGo - OHVs are permitted in some places and not 
in others as you cross between federal and state lands. Many of the 
BLM’s georeferenced PDF maps for the area include information about 
the motor vehicle limitations, including the new summer recreation map: https://tinyurl.com/y9rwzaky  

Browse the entire collection here: https://www.blm.gov/maps/georeferenced-PDFs   
Photo by Jim Herriges, BLM. 

 
July 9: Alaska's Birch Creek and Fortymile Wild and Scenic Rivers are off-the-beaten-path, beautiful 

and rugged landscapes.  
But what can’t always be seen on the surface are the nationally 

significant cultural, recreational, historical, archaeological, geological and 
wildlife values these landscapes provide. 🌲🌄 

Placer mining is a part of this region’s cultural heritage, but it left behind 
degraded streams, poor water quality, and hazardous material.  

Today, the Bureau of Land Management is working on restoration 
initiatives to improve salmon habitat, better monitor land and water condition, 

improve water quality and aquatic habitat and ensure safe access for recreation.  
Learn more about the project ➡ https://ow.ly/GwAg50P5rCA. 
Visit Birch Creek: https://ow.ly/g5Yk50P5rCC. 
Visit Fortymile: https://ow.ly/y5FL50P5rCH. 
📷 Bob Wick and BLM 

https://tinyurl.com/y9rwzaky
https://www.blm.gov/maps/georeferenced-PDFs
https://ow.ly/GwAg50P5rCA
https://ow.ly/g5Yk50P5rCC
https://ow.ly/y5FL50P5rCH
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INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• Application for Public Easement Nenana-Dune Lake Trail-Public Comment Period Extended (deadline 

now Aug 17): http://notice.alaska.gov/211840  
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Work to begin on Pretty Rocks bridge: https://tinyurl.com/ecdew4rb 

	
STATEWIDE	

 
LWCF GRANT APPLICATIONS DUE BY END OF OCTOBER  
APPLY Application packets for Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 2024 grants were available 

starting August 1.  
The Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DPOR) administers this 

competitive reimbursable grant program in partnership with the National Park Service. LWCF 
can provide up to 50% of costs for eligible outdoor recreation projects. An estimated $1 
million in LWCF federal funding will be available in this grant round. Eligible applicants 

include state, regional, local and tribal governments with the legal authority to provide park and recreation 
services on public lands. Applications will be accepted by DPOR from August 1 through noon on October 
31. For more information, contact the Grants Section Manager Danette Berkovitz 
(Danette.Berkovitz@alaska.gov; 907-269-8706). 
 
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE LAND MANAGER FORUM IN NOVEMBER 
ATTEND The annual Alaska Trails Land Manager Forum will happen on Wednesday, November 15, at the 
BP Energy Center in Anchorage. 

More details including agenda, speakers and more will be forthcoming. We hope you can join us to 
wrap up the trail season and begin planning for next year. You can find out more and view previous years’ 
presentations here: https://www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-forum  

We are excited to bring land managers, trails groups, pro trail builders and trail enthusiasts 
together to highlight the many successes we have had and share what’s worked and what hasn’t. 

 
SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES  
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA 

July 28: ❓#DidYouKnow that BLM-administered lands in Alaska welcome about 1 million visitors each 
year? 

Making sure your time on BLM-managed trails is fun and safe is 
important to us!👍 That way, you can keep coming back and making 
memories for years to come. 

Learn how our staff plan for multiple generations of trail users on 
#YourPublicLands ➡➡ http://ow.ly/g4vH50JxENv  
📸Bureau of Land Management Recreation staff conduct winter trail 

grooming near McKay Creek Trail junction in the White Mountains 
National Recreation Area (WMNRA). About 250 miles of winter trails in 

http://notice.alaska.gov/211840
https://tinyurl.com/ecdew4rb
mailto:Danette.Berkovitz@alaska.gov
https://www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-forum
http://ow.ly/g4vH50JxENv
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the WMNRA are used by snow machiners, fat tire bikers, cross country skiers, sled dog teams and 
mushers, and others. This maintenance keeps trails safe, accessible, and enjoyable for recreational 
visitors. Photo by Craig McCaa, BLM. 
 
July 5: ⚠Caution! This might change how you look at and use your favorite trail. Some trails are 

inherited, and recreation users create some. 🏞🥾🎒All trails can last for 
generations if they’re built right. 

Learn how BLM Alaska’s outdoor recreation planners improve access to and 
the quality of trails on #YourPublicLands so you can make memories for decades 
to come 👀🔗http://ow.ly/UTz050JxENw 
📸A volunteer hauls a wheelbarrow full of shovels and tools for trail 

maintenance during a volunteer event at the BLM-administered Campbell Tract in Anchorage. Photo by 
BLM Alaska. 

 
STATEWIDE LINKS 
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Wilderness adventures gone wrong, mental mistakes can be to blame: https://tinyurl.com/3wnnxdca 
• Alaska natural resources agency OKs bigger off-road vehicles on state land: https://tinyurl.com/39bztrt7 
• The Alaska Wilderness Classic 2023 – Little Tok River to McCarthy: https://tinyurl.com/yz3uspma   
 
 

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	
 
NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American 

Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 
• Am. Hiking Society’s 2023 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/  
• Conservation VIP newsletter (July 2023): https://tinyurl.com/ev9bbre7 
 
FUNDING 
• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://trailtrust.com/  
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
• Polaris T.R.A.I.L.S. grants (ATV trail projects; due March 1, Sept 1): https://tinyurl.com/y49dxbhe  
 
OTHER LINKS: 
• Trails group gathers at Arkansas College, develops national test: https://tinyurl.com/bdhed79r  
• Why Trails Matter: In Praise of Water Trails: https://tinyurl.com/y6pdedaa  

http://ow.ly/UTz050JxENw
https://tinyurl.com/3wnnxdca
https://tinyurl.com/39bztrt7
https://tinyurl.com/yz3uspma
https://www.americantrails.org/training/calendar
https://www.americantrails.org/newsletter
https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
https://tinyurl.com/ev9bbre7
https://trailtrust.com/
https://yamahaoai.com/
https://tinyurl.com/y49dxbhe
https://tinyurl.com/bdhed79r
https://tinyurl.com/y6pdedaa
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• Introducing Volume 1, Issue 1 of Trail Builder Magazine (for MTB trails): https://tinyurl.com/hr7s6nk 
• At 75 Michigander hiked the 4,800-mile North Country trail, twice: https://tinyurl.com/4cmhw89p  
 
 
 
Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To 
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions 
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am a board member of the Interior Trails 
Preservation Coalition and of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails 
and editor of its newsletter. 

https://tinyurl.com/hr7s6nk
https://tinyurl.com/4cmhw89p
mailto:fbxtrails@gmail.com

