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SUPPORT NEEDED FOR ALASKA LONG TRAIL IN THE STATE BUDGET
ADVOCATE Alaska Trails and our partners have recently submitted
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14 Alaska Long Trail projects into FY24 state capital budget, totaling capsis Fv24 ()
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$9.5 million. These projects will fill key shovel-ready and planning-
ready gaps in the section between Anchorage and Fairbanks. The 14
projects include:

e Building new non-motorized trails
Existing multi-use trail improvements
Planning studies to identify links between segments
Improving trail access and parking
Wayfinding and cultural heritage
Separated highway paths for safe non-motorized travel

You can find more information, including the specific projects here:
https://tinyurl.com/97e6zmfc

Please consider supporting some or all these projects by
writing letters to your state legislators: https://www.alaska-
trails.org/long-trail-support

ALASKA
TRAILS

ADVOCATES SHOULD REMIND MAYOR, ASSEMBLY OF TRAIL BENEFITS

COMMENT Fairbanks Borough Mayor Bryce Ward will soon be presenting his administration’s budget. Not
long after, citizens will have an opportunity to comment to the Borough Assembly. This is a good time to
speak up about trails (and anything else you think is important).

Below is a budget timeline as well as some resources about understanding the budget and
budgeting process and how to contact our local representatives. Remember to remind the mayor and
assembly that trails bring many benefits that we sometimes take for granted, such as:

e Providing access to natural resources, such as game, berries, and the great outdoors.

e Improving the physical, mental, and social health of our citizens by helping to get people exercising
outdoors, alone and with other people.

e Increasing tourism by providing a place for events, such as the North American Sled Dog
Championships, the Yukon Quest, the Sonot Kkaazoot ski marathon, and the White Mountains 100
multisport race.

e Giving locals and visitors access to the wild expanse of Alaska.

e Encouraging human-powered transportation, improving health and reducing car traffic.

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




TIMELINE

o April 4: Mayor Ward gives his “State of the Borough” address

o April 6-22: Several Assembly Finance Committee worksessions on the budget

e April 13, 27: The budget is not before the Assembly, but citizens can comment on the budget at the
comments section at the start of the meeting on “items not scheduled for public hearing.”

e May 4: Assembly holds a public hearing for the proposed budget

e May 11: Reconvened Assembly meeting (if it is not finished on May 4; may be another opportunity to
comment)

e June 8: Assembly sets the property tax mill rates

RESOURCES

e Borough Budget page: https://fnsb.gov/896/Budget

e Borough Assembly page (including contact info): https:/fnsb.qov/171/Borough-Assembly
e Borough Mayor’s office: https://fnsb.gov/224/Mayors-Office

SPRING TRAILS ARE VULNERABLE, PLEASE USE WITH CARE

TREAD LIGHTLY Alaska Trails asks that you please keep in mind how your trail activities might affect other
trail users, especially in the spring.
NG WO IR As snow melts and the ground thaws, the trails become
= extremely muddy. Using really muddy trails at this time can result in
ruts that stay all summer when the trails dry out. Those ruts can
make the trails difficult to use all summer and into the next winter.
They help create erosion by keeping water on the trails.
But with a little thought this problem can be greatly reduced.
4 o Try to be patient. Stay off the trails if you can. If you are unsure if
a trail is ready to be used, check it out with the commitment to turn
back if you are doing too much damage.
e Choose low impact. If you use the trails in several different
g~ ways, choose the method of travel that will cause the least amount of
41 damage if you do run into some muddy sections.

{ e Pick your trails carefully. Use well-drained trails with lots of

southern exposure. They typically dry out the quickest. If you just
have to get muddy, please limit your activities to trails that are
“&| already thrashed.

e

An alternative to using trails in the spring is to get out on foot or by bike and go explore quiet subdivision

roads new to you. You get to be outside, be active, and probably find out new things about your community.
Photo: Erosion on Ester Dome Singletrack Trails

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY EVENT REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
ORGANIZE AN EVENT Join others on June 3, 2023, for National Trails Day. Connect with more people in
your area who share your love of being outside.

Each year, National Trails Day reaches millions of people through advertising, social media, and
word of mouth. Registering an event on the official National Trails Day event site is a great opportunity to
connect to new and existing trail users in your community who are looking for outdoor events.

Register your event here: https://americanhiking.org/national-trails-day/host-information/
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HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE: JOIN OUTDOOR ALLIANCE, COMPOST

JOIN, ACT Climate changes affects everyone, including trail lovers.

For winter trail lovers, a warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme
events like snow droughts and rain-on-snow events. For summer trail lovers, climate change can bring
more droughts, wildfires, flooding, and permafrost thawing, all of which can hurt trails and the lands through
which they run. These impacts will just get worse unless we slow climate change, which means we need to
reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

Here are two things you can do right now to help make a difference.

Join Qutdoor Alliance
Outdoor Alliance is a nonprofit coalition that mobilizes outdoor enthusiasts to protect public lands and
waters. This includes, but is not limited to, climate change.

The coalition is made up of several national advocacy organizations, including Winter Wildlands
Alliance, the Mountaineers, the American Alpine Club, American Canoe Association, and the International
Mountain Bicycling Association. The group also relies on individuals.

According to Outdoor Alliance,

“Public land and conservation policy is
complex, and we know how to effect 0 UTD U U H A I_ I_ I A N C E
meaningful change. We do the hard work,
ensuring that we're not just talking but making CONSERVATION POWERED BY OUTDOOR RECREATION
a measurable impact on all public lands and
waters. That means building relationships with decision makers, enthusiasts, and activists to preserve
trails, create new legislation, share maps, and empower others to protect the places in their backyards and
beyond.”

As an individual, you can donate or sign up for action alerts. Find out more here:
www.outdooralliance.org/get-involved

Take a personal action

Find ways to not waste food. If thrown into the trash and to the landfill, rotting food creates
methane, a potent greenhouse gas. Be more cognizant of your how you make and use your
meals. Consider composting, even if you don’t garden.

}

Climate change may seem like an overwhelming problem, but we humans created it one step at a time, and
we can solve it that way, too. Let's do what we can to ensure that future winters still have usable snow for
us and for our children, grandchildren, and beyond.

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS
March 30: Jay Cable, a Fairbanksan and one of the Iditarod Trail Invitational finishers, has an
interesting blog post with photos of entries in cabin and shelter logbooks and on from the walls. Some
are from many years past. https:/tinyurl.com/btd3rvxf

March 30: This is a cool map!
Shared from
Sitka Trail Works, Inc.
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We are excited to uplift some exciting community news! The University of Alaska Center for Economic
Development has released their Hut to Hut report as well as updated their map of public use cabins in
Alaska. This is the only map of all public use cabins in Alaska! Explore the map here:
https://ua-ced.org/alaska-huts-map

Two related posts regarding trails north of Fairbanks:

March 12: Just a heads up to trail users, especially dog teams, that use the trails along the normally
unplowed portion of Old Murphy Dome Road and O'Conner Dome (Upper Missile site), GVEA has
bulldozed the snow off big sections of the trails up here with no warning on the trail or public notice that
| have seen. Affected areas are dozed down to dirt, big berms are left where the trail used to be, and
it's a huge mess that could be a significant safety issue for larger dog teams. Be aware and travel with
care.

Then after an outcry by trail users:
March 16: Thank you GVEA for responding positively to this situation.

Shared from (and edited for brevity):
Golden Valley Electric Assn.

March 16: *Update for Murphy Dome
residents* GVEA is happy to report that
we were able to arrange grooming of trails
that were disrupted by an ongoing project
to upgrade and energize 10 miles of line.
We understand this is a high-use time of
year for trails and will continue to make all
efforts to minimize disruption to area
residents. More information on this project
is below.

Together with contractor Fullford
Electric, GVEA is working to upgrade and
energize approximately 10 miles of
existing but currently unenergized line
that runs parallel to Old Murphy Dome
Road. This stretch of line was given to
GVEA when the military no longer needed
it, with the stipulation that GVEA could
either remove it and lose the easements or repair the line and use it.

Work is being completed during the winter months due to safety concerns, ease of access, and
contractor availability.

We appreciate your patience and apologize for any inconvenience as work progresses.

March 8: Cool project!

--For her Eagle Scout project, she spearheaded creating an interpretive display for the new Antler
Ridge Trail, just south of Healy. The sign focuses on Dall sheep.—

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner story: https:/tinyurl.com/yc7hn4fk
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ALASKA DNR - DIVISION OF FORESTRY & FIRE PROTECTION - DOF

March 17: The Alaska Division of Forestry & Fire Protection and the Alaska Department of Fish &
Game are finishing repairs along 10 miles of Cache Creek Road and replacing
the Fortune Creek Bridge. These repairs will increase access to the Tanana
Valley State Forest west of Fairbanks.

Located off Murphy Dome Road approximately 15 miles west of Fairbanks,
‘_ Cache Creek Road is part of the Tanana Valley State Forest road system that

'8 covers more than 250 miles in the Tok-Delta-Fairbanks Area. It and other
forestry roads are used by multiple user groups including hunters, loggers,
@ firewood cutters, property owners, recreationists, and berry pickers. The road

has seen heavy use and needs repair to ensure its long-term durability.

Work on the road this season is expected to be completed at the end of May. To learn more, visit
the project website: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=hunteraccess.tananavalley

Contact: Kevin Meany, Division of Forestry & Fire Protection, Fairbanks Area, 907-451-2602,
kevin.meany@alaska.gov or Katie Sechrist, Department of Fish & Game, Hunter Access Program
Coordinator, 907-267-2541, katie.sechrist@alaska.gov

INTERIORWIDE LINKS

Grooming for Success: Tom Helmers: https://tinyurl.com/5bkr8bkx

Re-routed Mist Creek Trail Ready for Winter Use: https://tinyurl.com/yu75ybyx

Ester Valley Trail Trial Amicable Settlement Email: https://tinyurl.com/3bzwub2v

Fairbanks Borough Trails Plan Faces More Hurdles: https://tinyurl.com/y8rfxkbp

Tolovana Hot Springs - Which Mode of Transportation is Best?: https://tinyurl.com/28k4k2v3
Paddling Presentation Double Feature at Silver Gulch — April 5: https://tinyurl.com/bdddw5bra

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e Agencies schedule two public meetings on Army's land-withdrawal request: https://tinyurl.com/57k7jvhb

STATEWIDE

2023 STATEWIDE TRAILS CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN APRIL

ATTEND Our annual Statewide Trails Conference will be held April 12 14th at the BP Energy Center in
Anchorage. This year we will have both in-person and virtual & -
options for attendance.

The conference provides trail users and the wider public
a statewide opportunity for training and networking with trail
professionals. There are many ways to enjoy Alaska's trails and
the conference brings them together all under one roof. Trails
and outdoor recreation are a public health asset and an
economic engine for the state and the trails conference seeks to
raise the profile of trails and their importance to Alaska.

Here's a taste of what the conference will offer:
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e Training Crew Leaders for Alaska's Trails: Three seasoned Alaska trail professionals -
Christine Byl, Gabe Travis and Blaine Smith -will share their perspectives on years of training--
and being trained--and what they've learned about how to build strong leadership in the trails
world.

e Map Technology for Evidence-based Trails: Improved map data opens new frontiers for
evidence-based trail design. Hear from a group of GIS and trail experts that are exploring the
potential of using analysis of high-resolution LIDAR topography, multispectral imagery, point
clouds, and hiker tracklines.

The first day of the conference, April 12th, will be free, and there will be a full-day workshop on trail
contracting. If interested in attending this workshop, please email office@alaska-trails.org to sign up. View
the full conference agenda and register here: https://www.alaska-trails.org/trails-conference

PHOTOS, INPUT NEEDED FOR ALASKA LONG TRAIL WORKBOOK
SEND PHOTOS Interested in the Alaska Long Trail route details? A draft of the Alaska
Long Trail Workbook has been put together and is now available for you to peruse!
This living document is a compilation of proposed routes that identifies existing trails,
potential issues and areas of trail that need work, gaps in the route, and analyzes ﬂ@m
routes to determine their “time of completion” and difficulty: RAI L
https://www.alaska-trails.org/workbook-draft ©
The workbook is still a working draft, and we would appreciate your help in
making it more complete! Do you have high resolution photographs you'd be willing to
share from portions of the Alaska Long Trail route? Please contact xlopez1818@gmail.com.

WATCH FOR BIRD NESTS WHEN WORKING ON TRAILS

Tra|I work sometimes reqwres downing trees or clearing shrubs. When doing so make sure not to violate
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which makes it illegal for anyone to “take”
migratory birds, their eggs, feathers, or nests. “Take” includes destroying
or damaging active bird nests or eggs. Different areas of the state have
different sensitive periods generally occurring between April 15 and July
25. However, if you encounter an active nest at any time leave it in place
and protected until young hatch and depart. “Active” is indicated by intact
= eggs, live chicks, or the presence of an adult on the nest.
For more information and recommended time periods for avoiding vegetation clearing see:

www.fws.gov/alaska-bird-nesting-season
Photo from Denali 101: www.denali101.com/denalinationalpark/birds of denali.html

ALASKA STATE PARKS POSITIONS CAN INCLUDE TRAIL WORK

Alaska State Parks has a variety of seasonal positions through its the Alaska Conservation Corps (ACC),
which are paid jobs, and its volunteer program. Tasks will vary and may include trail work, maintenance,
fee station, or office work. Most positions begin in late May or early June. Some offices will start recruitment
as early as March. You may wish to call the office in the area you wish to work in, to find out what positions
they are offering this year and when applications are being accepted. For more information see:

e ACC: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/accinstr.htm

o Volunteer Program: http:/dnr.alaska.gov/parks/vip/index.htm
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MORE STATEWIDE TRAIL NEWS IN ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER

Most of the news in the Interior Trails Newsletter is also included in the monthly Alaska

Trails newsletter, a statewide newsletter put out by the group Alaska Trails. The Alaska

Trails newsletter also has news from other regions of Alaska, including Southcentral and

Southeast. If you are interested in getting the Alaska Trails newsletter, which is also free,

send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com. Please include “Request Alaska Trails newsletter”

ALASKA in the subject line. Eric Troyer, editor and publisher of the ITN, is also the editor of the
TRAILS | Alaska Trails newsletter.

STATEWIDE LINKS

e Proponents of Alaska Long Trail pitch 14 projects as steps toward ambitious 500-mile goal:
https://tinyurl.com/2a2phmrm

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

e Study examines why People of Color don't recreate in numbers: https://tinyurl.com/bdrkp8d5

e Most Kenai Peninsula trapping setback proposals fail at Board of Game: https://tinyurl.com/4j445ba5
e From Minnesota to Alaska by snowmobile?: https://tinyurl.com/y3yup5z6

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR TRAIL STEWARDSHIP FUNDING

APPLY The National Wilderness Stewardship Alliance, in collaboration with American Trails, American
Hiking Society, Back Country Horsemen of America, the International Mountain Bicycling Association, the
National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council, and the American Motorcyclist Association, is pleased
to announce the 5th round of the National Forest System Trail Stewardship Partner Funding (Trail
Stewardship Partner Funding) through the financial assistance of the USDA Forest Service for trail
maintenance on National Forest System trails for the 2023-24 Field seasons - May 2023 through December

2024. Learn more and apply by the April 15, deadline: https://www.wildernessalliance.org/trail_funding
From American Hiking Society newsletter

TELL YOUR MEMBER OF CONGRESS TO SUPPORT TRAIL FUNDING

COMMENT Right now, members of Congress are developing their funding requests for FY24 and you have
the opportunity to influence what your Senators and Representatives are prioritizing. Through your support
last year, trails saw a $40+ million increase in program funding across the federal government. We need
your support to ensure this funding continues! Will you take 30 seconds to send your Member of Congress
a message asking them to support robust funding for trails?
https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/take-action/

From American Hiking Society newsletter

TELL CONGRESS TO PASS THE OUTDOORS FOR ALL ACT

COMMENT A bipartisan group of Representatives and Senators recently reintroduced the Outdoors for All
Act (S.448/H.R.1065) to expand outdoor recreation opportunities in urban and low-income communities
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across the country. The legislation would permanently authorize a federal program that ensures a portion of
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) funding goes to areas without adequate access to local parks
and trails. AHS is proud to support this legislation and was included in the press release from Sen. Collins
and Sen. Padilla. Show your support for Outdoors for All by asking your elected officials to support this
legislation: https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/take-action-outdoors-for-all-act/

From American Hiking Society newsletter

AMERICA’S OUTDOOR RECREATION ACT REINTRODUCED IN SENATE
ADD NAME Today, Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) and Senator John Barrasso (R-WY) reintroduced
America’s Outdoor Recreation Act, the most comprehensive package of outdoor recreation bills in a
generation. We urge OIA members to join us in expressing support for this historic legislation.
This bipartisan legislation will provide sizable federal support to build outdoor recreation opportunities
across the country in various ways, including the following:
e Developing and supporting specific recreation infrastructure like cycling trails and outdoor
entrepreneurial training programs
e Establishing programs that support public-private partnerships to modernize and improve public lands
e Utilizing real-time data more efficiently to identify visitor trends, extend the length of the season for
public access to federal lands, and improve user communications

Improvements like these will have a real impact on the ability of all Americans to spend time outside
and enjoy the benefits of outdoor recreation. OIA has been continually engaged in advocating for the
passage of this bill. If you would like to learn more about the bill and advocate for its passage, add your

name to a sign-on letter to Congress in support of AORA by following the link here: http://bit.ly/3YW27Xh
From Outdoor Industry Association Facebook post

LONG DISTANCE BIKING TRAILS BILL NEEDS SUPPORT
COMMENT The BOLT Act is back! One of IMBA’s flagship bills has been reintroduced in Congress.

The bill will identify at least 10 existing long-distance bike trails and at least 10 opportunities to
develop or complete such trails, while better supporting long rides with maps, signage, and promotional
materials. IMBA EPICS like the Maah Daah Hey in North Dakota and long-distance dreams like the Great
Divide Route would get a bolster of support from the bill.

Last Congress, the BOLT Act passed the House floor and moved quickly through Senate
committees. We look forward to generating even more momentum to pass this bipartisan bill with support of
mountain bikers like you.

Help the BOLT Act go the distance this legislative session by learning more and sending a note of

support to your elected officials: https://www.imba.com/bolt-act
From Facebook post by the International Mountain Biking Association

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American
Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter
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VOLUNTEER
o Conservation Volunteers International Program newsletter (Mar): https://tinyurl.com/bmheyvhj
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2023 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/

FUNDING
e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/trailtrust.com/
e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

OTHER LINKS:

o Celebrating Women Who Care for Trails: https://tinyurl.com/y49eddyp

e American Trails Adds Additional Support for Trails Capacity Program: https://tinyurl.com/57rmv4fn

o Hikers can take simple steps to reduce spread of invasive plant species: https://tinyurl.com/ysesrz6d

Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am a board member of the Interior Trails
Preservation Coalition and of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails
and editor of its newsletter.
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