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PROPOSED ORDINANCE WOULD REMOVE TEETH FROM TRAILS PLAN

COMMENT A proposed Fairbanks borough ordinance that would strip an important part of the Fairbanks
Comprehensive Trails Plan will have a public hearing in January.
Ordinance No. 2022 - 65, submitted by Assemblymembers Jimi Cash and Tammie Wilson,

would take out the requirement from the borough’s
subdivision code that landowners who are subdividing
their property give an easement to certain trails on the
borough'’s trails plan. For the sponsors, at issue is
private property rights. Assemblyman Aaron Lojewski
has also submitted a substitute ordinance that is very
similar.

The ordinances will be given a public hearing
at the borough Assembly’s regularly scheduled
meeting on Thursday, January 12. To find out more,
including links to both proposed ordinances, see this
blog post: https://tinyurl.com/4nkj3e6n

Currently, the borough’s subdivision code
(Title 17) requires that landowners who are
subdividing their property give an easement to any
Category A and B trails in the borough trails plan
passing through that property. Landowners are
allowed to work with the borough to realign the trail if
necessary. The code also requires that the borough’s
Platting Board require that dedication.

The proposed ordinance wording is simple.
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See below (CAPITALIZED words in [brackets] would
be removed from the current law and underlined words would be added.)

Section 2. Subsection A of FNSBC 17.56.040, Trail easements, shall be amended as follows:
A. On lands through which Category A and B trails pass, the Platting Board [SHALL]may require

the dedication of easements to conform to the adopted comprehensive recreational trail plan if the
property owner consents.

Many trail advocates consider this a big blow to trail access in the long run. While some important
trails, such as the Equinox Marathon Trail, have portions that cross private property and currently have no
guaranteed public access, many trails in the trails plan cross public land. That land might be later
subdivided and sold to private owners. State and federal governments — even the borough government —

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
o List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




would be under no obligation to give trail easements to trails even if they are in the borough trails plan.
Advocates argue that any trails included in the plan must go through an extensive public process that
allows several opportunities for affected private landowners to object to the inclusion of the trails.

The effects of the proposed ordinance may not be felt right away, but over the long run access to
many wide-ranging trails could potentially be cut off as portions of those trails are closed by new
landowners.

People interested in commenting on the ordinance can give public testimony at the Jan. 12
meeting, either virtually or in person. People can also let the assembly know by calling assembly members
or sending an email. To find out more about attending, including how to attend by Zoom see this webpage:
https://fnsb.gov/415/Stay-Connected-with-the-Assembly. To call or send an email see:
https://fnsb.gov/Directory.aspx?DID=64

The trails plan update, which has been in the works for several years, is still scheduled to be
considered by the assembly in February. The assembly voted in November to postpone action on it due to
concerns by newly elected assembly members after the October borough elections. To find out more about
that postponement see this blog post: https://tinyurl.com/496k8rzh

FAIRBANKS PARKS AND REC AGAIN HOLDING TRAILS CHALLENGE

The Fa|rbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department is hosting another Winter Trails

& ‘ =7 Challenge.
‘ The sign list was revealed in late December for this popular
ongoing event, which is free and open to anyone. However, not all the 20
signs had been installed as of December 20 due to the recent cold snap
| and a sign shortage.

As of this writing, the sign list is only on the Facebook Event,

however, it should be on the Trails Office page soon. Also, there is not

: yet a guide or a registration page up yet. Participants need to be
reglstered to be eI|g|bIe for prizes and awards. There’s a lot going on at the Trails Office with the adoption
by the FNSB Assembly of the FNSB Comprehensive Trails Plan still up in the air, so please be patient.
e Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/814319782989022/

e Trails Office page: https://fairbanksak.myrec.com/info/facilities/details.aspx?FacilitylD=14955
Photo from the Trails Challenge Facebook Event

FREE CLINIC HELD ON DEALING WITH PETS AND TRAPS

A free clinic on how to deal with pets and traps will be held this January in
Fairbanks. Trap Safety for
The “Sharing Alaska Trails” workshop will be held at the Alaska Pet Owners

Dog Mushers Hall, 925 Farmers Loop Road, on January 18, starting at ”‘;r‘m ﬁiﬂ?ﬁ!ﬁﬁ;ﬂ“ -

6pm. The workshop is sponsored by the Alaska Trappers Association in ' e

association with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. o 7 3
At the workshop you will learn: \ ‘

!
)

e How to recognize if you are on a trapline trail

e How to recognize the various types of traps and snares

e And how to operate the traps and snares in order to free pets.
For more information contact the Alaska Department of Fish and Game at | g, me sssa sepseument ot ron smasme,
907-459-7206. You can see a Facebook Event for the workshop here: e

https://business.facebook.com/events/1241766216686094/ 4
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FAIRBANKSANS SHOULD REMIND MAYOR OF TRAIL BENEFITS

Borough Mayor Bryce Ward and his administration are in the process of developing a budget for the next
year. Please remind the mayor how important trails are to our community.

Trails bring many benefits that we sometimes take for granted, such as:

e Providing access to natural resources, such as game, berries, and the great outdoors.

e Improving the physical, mental, and social health of our citizens by helping to get people exercising
outdoors, alone and with other people.

e Increasing tourism by providing a place for tourist-friendly events, such as the North American Sled
Dog Championships and the Iron Dog Snowmachine Race, as well as giving visitors a place to
enjoy the wild expanse of Alaska.

e Encouraging human-powered transportation, improving health and reducing car traffic.

Later in the year, the Fairbanks Borough Assembly will be presented with the budget and the public
will have a chance to comment. However, it's beneficial to have the mayor provide a budget that recognizes
the importance of trails. One way to do that is to make sure the Parks and Recreation Department has a
healthy budget, especially one that continues to include a full-time trails coordinator. Contact the mayor
here: https://fnsb.gov/224/Mayors-Office

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIORWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES

FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS
Dec 26: REI Fairbanks will be holding a free Avalanche Awareness workshop on January 11 starting at
5:45pm. Find out more details here: https://www.rei.com/events/43592/avalanche-awareness

Dec 15: The American Hiking Society has a sign-on letter to advocate for increasing funding for trails
across federally managed public lands including the Forest Service, National Park Service, Bureau of
Land Management, and Fish and Wildlife Service.
Take this simple step if you want to support more trails funding.
https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/take-action/

Dec 14: Responsible Stewardship is a volunteer 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to fostering
stewardship together for the betterment of our public lands, outdoor spaces and communities for
everyone to enjoy responsibly. The group does this through examples and through “Education Through
Action.”

One of their tenets is: Tag Lightly

e Consider your digital impact before posting on social media

e Use broader location geotags and hashtags like states or countries vs specific locations

like parks, mountains, lakes.. etc.. Or use NO geotag location at all.

e Consider the following before you post. Is there adequate: parking, restrooms, roads, and

enforcement?

If your answer to any of these is NO, then choose No geotag on that location.

Castner Glacier along the Richardson Highway is a perfect example of an overused, under-
serviced area for parking, bathrooms etc. It's a wonderful place, but parking along the highway has
at times made for some dangerous situations and people have gone to the glacier very
underprepared, especially in winter.

So, please think before you post and tag.

Find out more about the group here: https://www.responsiblestewardship.org/
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FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH PARKS & REC
Dec 15: »<North Pole Update

The Beaver Spnngs/5th Ave Park non-motorized Trail is now groomed and open for business!
& Thanks to the partnership with the City of North Pole, FNSB Parks &
Rec, and other community supporters, this 1.5 mile trail is a great
{ option for beginning skiers, walkers, bike riders and any other non-
motorized users! Situated between City Hall, North Pole Elementary
School, Santa Claus House, and 5th Avenue Park, this non-motorized
trail is a convenient option for those who don’t want to drive out of
town to enjoy some time in the woods. Parking is available at the trail
head (in the North Pole City Hall Parking lot) or at 5th Ave Park.

Dec 5: Good news! - We got a TON of snow over the weekend and it was enough for Tanana Lakes
to groom their ski trails!!® Get outside, have fun and stay safe (and warm!) while recreating,
Fairbanks! &

ALASKA STATE PARKS
Dec 24: - € UPDATE from the Northern Region: Thanks to the recent cold temps, the Chena River
crossing on the South Fork Winter trail is in good shape. - @
The South Fork winter trail starts and MP 31.4 Chena Hot Springs road and accesses both the
Nugget Creek and Mastodon Cabins. &
Book the Mastodon Cabin here: https://tinyurl.com/mxbk992p

STATEWIDE
CONGRESSIONAL SPENDING BILL HAS TRAIL SPENDING FOR ALASKA

The $1.7 trillion omnibus bill recently passed by Congress and signed == m =
by President Biden has several items in it that will be of interest to g
Alaska trail users. Here are items from a list distributed by Sen. Lisa , & o
Murkowski's office (see full list here: https:/tinyurl.com/2vzcbxwv). it i
o Statewide: $1 million for to complete a National Scenic Trail | . -\
feasibility study to connect Seward and Fairbanks (aka the
Alaska Long Trail). Tl
e Chugach National Forest: $2.3 million to construct and ) R
improve recreational trails and access on the Iditarod )
National Historic Trail. i
e Denali: $2.2 million for the design and construction of !
pedestrian pathways along the Parks Highway corridor in the L
Denali Borough. A j o
e Kodiak: $1 million to the Island Trails Network for removal, e '
recycling and recovery of debris from the Alaska marine environment.
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e North Slope: $2.5 million for the Northern Route of the North Slope Borough Community Winter
Access Trails pilot program, which provides for the creation of temporary winter trail access
between communities where year-round connecting roads do not exist.

Also, not on Sen. Murkowski's list but included in an Anchorage Daily News story is "funding to repair the
road that heads into Denali National Park and Preserve. A long stretch of the road has been closed due to
a slow-moving landslide in the Polychrome Pass area, which has impeded access to parts of the park. A
previous round of federal funding allowed construction to begin on a bridge over the area." See story here:
www.adn.com/politics/2022/12/23/whats-in-the-17-trillion-government-spending-bill-for-alaska-lots/

SUPPORT STATE, NATIONAL TRAILS BY PURCHASING PARK PASSES

BUY A PASS Many of the great trails in Alaska and the rest of the United States are in state and national
parks. Buying a pass helps support these agencies even if you never use the pass. Of course, if you do use
the pass, then so much the better. That means you are out having fun!

o Alaska State Parks annual pass: Support state parks during a time of tight state
budgets. Of course, your parking is then paid for when you park at a state parks
trailhead that requires a fee. Passes are good for the calendar year. Annual
boat launch passes are also available: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/passes

o National Park Service annual passes: The park service offers general passes. It also
has a variety of other discounted or free passes for seniors, fourth-graders, people
with disabilities, some volunteers, and members of the military:
Www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm

STATE HUNTER ACCESS PROGRAM APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

APPLY Applications for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game Hunter Access Program are available
online. :

The 2023 program schedule is now posted on the website
(https://tinyurl.com/3hecnsny). Anyone interested in applying should
review the updated FAQ's and criteria as you think about project ideas.
Please contact ADF&G with questions. Contact information is on the
website.

2023 Program Schedule
e December 1, 2022: Applications available online, application period opens
e February 8, 2023: Proposals received prior to midnight ADT will receive a courtesy administrative
review
e March 1, 2023: Application due date, application period closes
e September 2023: Applicants that have been selected for award are notified
e January 2024: Award and grant agreements are finalized, signed, and implemented

Grants from this program do not necessarily go toward trails, but they often do. Trail projects from this
project benefit all trail users. To see example projects, use the “Completed Projects” or “Project Map” on

the main page (https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=hunteraccess.main).
Photos of Byers Lake bridge from Hunter Access Grant Program webpage
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ALASKA TRAILS HIRING FOR SEASONAL TRAIL CREW POSITIONS

APPLY Alaska Trails is hiring for several crews planned for seasonal trail work in 2023. Those include three
crews that will work in Chugach State Park and the Chugach National Forest (CNF). One of the CNF crews
: will spend the entire summer in Cordova. All three
crews will be backcountry crews that will camp out at

their various workplaces. In addition, Alaska Trails
| plans to hire a camp cook and manager for its project
on the South Fork of Eagle River trail. The list of

=| positions available includes: Trail Crew Leaders, Trail
i Crew Members, and Camp Manager.

Alaska Trails is also hiring for a YEP (Youth
Employment in Parks) Field Supervisor for the 2023
season from May to August. Alaska Trails works in
conjunction with the Anchorage Park Foundation and the City of Anchorage on the YEP program.

More information for all the positions and application instructions at: https://www.alaska-

trails.org/jobs

USE “PICK. CLICK. GIVE.” TO DONATE TO ALASKA TRAILS DONATE

DONATE Giving back to the trails you love is easy! Help maintain, improve, and build new trails for you and
your fellow Alaskans by choosing Alaska Trails for your annual Pick. Click. Give. Donations. When you file
for your PFD, choose Alaska Trails to ensure the trails in our backyards
are safe, sustainable, and fun for all and that we can complete the Alaska
Long Trail, a world-class trail system connecting Seward to Fairbanks!

Giving through your PFD is a secure and easy way to make a
donation. When you file for your PFD online, you will be given the
opportunity to select a non-profit to receive a portion of your PFD. If you
do, please remember Alaska Trails. If you use “Pick. Click. Give” you will
be able to check a box that authorizes the state to send your name,
contact information, and the amount you give when it sends contributions
to an organization. We want to acknowledge and recognize your
generous support, and this is the only way we will know it's you making the gift. For more information on
“Pick. Click. Give.” visit: www.pickclickgive.org/

To go directly to the Alaska Trails “Pick. Click. Give.” page click here:
www.pickclickgive.org/index.cfm/pfdorgs.info/Alaska-Trails

MORE STATEWIDE TRAIL NEWS IN ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER

Most of the news in the Interior Trails Newsletter is also included in the monthly Alaska

Trails newsletter, a statewide newsletter put out by the group Alaska Trails. The Alaska

Trails newsletter also has news from other regions of Alaska, including Southcentral and

Southeast. If you are interested in getting the Alaska Trails newsletter, which is also free,

send an email to foxtrails@gmail.com. Please include “Request Alaska Trails newsletter’

ALASKA in the subject line. Eric Troyer, editor and publisher of the ITN, is also the editor of the
TRAILS | Alaska Trails newsletter.
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JOIN POW, CHANGE YOUR DIET TO HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE

JOIN, ACT Climate changes affects everyone, especially winter sports enthusiasts like snowmachiners,
mushers, cross-country skiers, and fatbikers.

A warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme events like snow droughts
and rain-on-snow events. These will just get worse unless we slow climate change, which means we need
to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

Here is something you can do right now to help make a difference.

Join “Protect Our Winters”

https://protectourwinters.org/

“Protect Our Winters” is a group of outdoor people organized to “protect the places and lifestyles they love
from climate change.” POW was founded in 2007 by pro snowboarder Jeremy Jones. Jones saw that many
of the resorts he’d counted on for good
snowboarding were closed more often due to lack
of snow. He felt a need to act, but he couldn’t find
any organizations focused on mobilizing the snow
sports community on climate. So, Protect Our
Winters was born.

The group is made up of pro athletes,
PROTECT OUR WINTERS individuals, resorts, brand partners and other
outdoor enthusiasts. It organizes for lobbying and

other actions to help fight climate change. You can
help the group by donating and/or joining. If you join, you can sign up to be a volunteer.

Take a personal action
Eat less commercial meat, especially beef. Unfortunately, commercial meat production is a big contributor
to greenhouse gases. Forbes has an article about it: https://tinyurl.com/yssz3uun

On the bright side, wild meat is as natural as you can get. And trails are a great way to go hunting!

Climate change may seem like an overwhelming problem, but we humans created it one step at a time, and
we can solve it that way, too. Let's do what we can to ensure that future winters still have usable snow for
us and for our children, grandchildren, and beyond.

STATEWIDE LINKS

e Crowd-sourced trail condition reports (with map): https://www.snowio.com/
e State of Alaska plans to sue feds over trail corridors across public land: https://tinyurl.com/ywp4w42m

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

e Manin Alaska Rescued with New iPhone 14 Satellite Feature: https://tinyurl.com/2p9cmvu2

o Lifetime Public Lands Pass Available for Veterans, Gold Star Families: https://tinyurl.com/runux522
o Dead rabbit saves the day!: https://thingstolucat.com/2022/12/16/dead-rabbit-saves-the-day/
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NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

AMERICAN TRAILS 2021-22 IMPACT REPORT AVAILABLE

American Trails is continuing a period of pivotal growth and improvement. The purpose of this newly
developed Impact Report is to provide trail users, managers, and supporters with information on how much
American Trails has grown and improved its service for all trail users and organizations. See the report
here: https:/tinyurl.com/bdd2u9wa

INTERNATIONAL TRAILS SUMMIT TO BE HELD IN NEVADA IN APRIL

American Trails and the Professional TrailBuilders Association (PTBA) have joined forces to co-host the
International Trails Summit (ITS) in Reno, Nevada during the week of April 17, 2023. [TSis a
collaborative effort of the 25th International Trails Symposium and Training Institute and the
Sustainable Trails Conference. This combined, high-impact event will convene a diverse trail and

.| outdoor community to learn, build relationships, and find solutions to the
LU challenges of developing and elevating outdoor recreation opportunities for all.
The joint conference will also feature the World Trails Network - Hub for the
Americas.
This exciting new collaboration is a gathering of trail and outdoor recreation
enthusiasts and professionals representing all corners of the professional trails and
outdoor recreation industry. The summit will include more than 60 educational sessions

covering a broad range of issues including nationally and internationally prominent presenters, informative
and interactive workshops, a state-of-the-art Exhibit Hall, and a wide array of national training leaders.
Find out more at: https://tinyurl.com/3pfkh226

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.

e For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American
Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
o Conservation Volunteers International Program newsletter (Dec): https://tinyurl.com/5n7jyzef
e Am. Hiking Society’s 2023 Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/

FUNDING

e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https:/tinyurl.com/bdfjevrd

Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/

Nat Forest Found Matching Awards Prog (ddline Jan 23): http:/tinyurl.com/px7y6ke

Polaris T.R.A.I.L.S. grants (ATV trail projects; due March 1): https:/tinyurl.com/y49dxbhe

Clif Bar Family Foundation grants (for groups, projects; ddline Feb 1): http://tinyurl.com/y5es3wjc
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OTHER NATIONAL LINKS:

e 2023 Emerging Trail Leaders (ETL) Scholarship Winners: https://www.americantrails.org/etl

e New Rails-to-Trails Conservancy Data Shows Strong Demand for Places to Walk, Bike and Be Active
Outside: https://tinyurl.com/3ya89r8s

Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am a board member of the Interior Trails
Preservation Coalition and of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails
and editor of its newsletter.
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