INTERIOR TRAILS NEWSLETTER
Dedicated to the preservation and maintenance of trails in interior Alaska

NOVEMBER 2022
FAIRBANKS BORO TRAILS PLAN UPDATE NEARING COMPLETION
TESTIFY An update of the Fairbanks Comprehensive Recreational Trail Plan has one more step before it is
completed.
The plan update must be voted on by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly. That should
happen at the assembly meeting on November 10.
At the Oct 27 assembly meeting an ordinance approving
the plan gets introduced and referred to the assembly’s
Committee of the Whole on Nov 3 and then to the regular
assembly meeting on Nov 10.
The borough Planning Commission and Platting Board
have both recommended adopting the plan with some
amendments (see below).
If you approve of the plan, please let the assembly
know. Either attend the Nov 10 meeting and testify or contact
assembly members. (Or do both.)
THE MEETING
Assembly meetings start at 6pm and can be attended via
Zoom. Get more information on the meeting and how to attend
here: https://www.fnsb.gov/415/Stay-Connected-with-theAssembly
An agenda for the meeting can be found here (or will
be soon): https://www.fnsb.gov/407/Agendas-Minutes-Audio
EMAILS, PHONE CALLS
To contact assembly members, go here: https://www.fnsb.gov/Directory.aspx?DID=64
PLANNING COMMISSION AND PLATTING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS
The Planning Commission and Platting Board recommended approval with the following amendments:
• Explore all feasible means to enhance the trail plan map readability.
• Remove the Ace Lakes Connector Trail (I-B32) from the plan
• Remove the branch connector trail from West Isberg Road to trail I-AR4 Fairbanks-Nenana Upland
Forest Traverse
MORE INFORMATION
This is the first update to the trail plan since 2006 and the first major overhaul since it was first adopted in
1985.
For more information:
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•
•

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/
Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)
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The ordinance accepting the plan: https://tinyurl.com/mr3zsabk
The current trail plan: https://tinyurl.com/yckeyez9
Trail plan update site: https://www.fnsbtrailsplan.com/

IMPROVEMENTS, KIOSKS PLANNED FOR ADMA TRAILS
In a recent newsletter the Alaska Dog Mushers Association announced some trail improvements for their
trails in and near Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge, run by the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game:
We are working with the IATPF (Interior Alaska Trails and Parks Foundation) for collaboration and
funding to improve parts of the trail by the 19.8 mile turn. They have received permitting and funding to
be able to mow and mulch areas of the trail to smooth out
the tussocks and make safer, cleaner runs for all trail
users. We are just waiting on weather and trail conditions
to be adequate for the work to be done, hopefully this
spring or fall. Thank you IATPF!
We also received funding from GVEA through their
GoodCents program to install informative kiosks at the
Mushers Hall and throughout the trail system. We may ask
for volunteer help building and installing the kiosks when
the time comes. We are working with ADFG for permitting
to have the kiosks on the refuge and may put them on skids so be able to move them as needed. The
kiosks will have a trail map, QR code to easily pay trail fees, trail etiquette and right of way instructions,
race schedule and trail grooming info, ADMA contact and other info.

Photo from ADMA newsletter

BIRCH HILL PROJECT IMPROVES TRAILS FOR SKIING, GROOMING

Work started this autumn on a multi-year project to improve the Birch Hill trail system.
The full project will make changes across the entire system, including borough’s Birch Hill
Recreation Area and adjoining Fort Wainwright lands, to improve environmental stability, trail safety, and
reduce overall maintenance.
The project will start slowly this year, with
only back-sloping on the Black Loop trails and
specific trail improvements required for the Junior
National Cross Country Ski Championships, which
will be held in March 2023.
“The project should really get rolling next
summer,” according to NSCF project coordinator
Bruce Jamieson, “with the remaining 23 miles or
trails being reviewed and upgraded for
standardized maintenance implemented for long
term sustainability.”
The bulk of the work is being funded by a
grant from the Recreational Trails Program, a
federal program administered by the state. Under the grant rules, the club has until the end of September
2024 to complete the work, though Jamieson expects it will be finished sooner than that.
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These improvements are needed in part because of how Birch Hill trails and skiing have grown
over the years.
“The major revision that produced the general configuration of the trail system as it exists today,
was executed in the summer of 1981 in preparation for the 1982 Arctic Winter Games,” according to
Jamieson. “Since then, the sport has changed dramatically, both because of the evolution of ski technique
to include skating and because of major improvements in grooming technology and equipment.”
Most of the past work on the trail system has been done based on the needs of specific projects
and/or events. This project aims to bring the trail system up to a unified standard, which will help make
skiing more enjoyable and grooming better and more consistent.

Story by Eric Troyer; photo of Birch Hill trail work by Bruce Jamieson

COMMENT SOUGHT ON STATEWIDE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN

COMMENT The Alaska Department of Natural Resources invites the public to contribute to the funding and
development guide for all Alaska outdoor public recreation.
The Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) for 2023 – 2027 will be
available for public review Nov. 1 - 28, 2022.
The SCORP, which is rewritten every
five years, also allows Alaska to qualify for
millions of dollars in federal Land and Water
Conservation Funds (LWCF) in addition to
Recreational Trails Program funds managed
by the U.S. Federal Highways Administration
and the State of Alaska. It also serves as a
guide for all public outdoor recreation in urban
and rural neighborhoods, cities, and regions
for a given state. This iteration of the plan is
packed full of new research, cutting-edge
data, and statewide and regional stakeholder
input.
Demand for outdoor recreation in
Alaska, by residents and visitors, continues to
grow. Pressure on existing facilities and the
need for expanded resources all affect the
current capacity of outdoor recreational
opportunities in Alaska. This SCORP breaks
new ground to present a set of actions needed
to grow and sustain the value of these unique outdoor gifts and create more benefits for Alaska and Alaska
residents.
“Outdoor recreation defines the Alaskan way of life and is one of the strongest sectors of the
Alaska economy,” said Brent Goodrum, Deputy Commissioner for the Department, “From fishing to skiing,
remote snowmachining to strolling on neighborhood trails, Alaska ranks at the top of the nation’s outdoor
recreation participation rate. Alaskans have a right to say what they want with their trails.”
Major themes covered in the 2023-2027 SCORP include the outdoor recreation economy and
workforce, health and wellness, stewardship and conservation, and quality of life. Research shows that
outdoor recreation makes significant contributions to health and quality of life. Outdoor recreation has also
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long been tied to cultural traditions in Alaska. Outdoor recreation is also a major economic force and one of
the strongest growth sectors in Alaska’s economy.
The plan was developed with significant research and input from statewide advisory groups
(including Alaska Trails) and local, state, federal, Alaska Native, and private land managers. Data
presented includes surveys on outdoor recreation priorities from the general public, land managers and
tribal governments. Also included is data on trends in outdoor recreation around the state.
Public comment on the SCORP is welcome from Nov. 1-28 here: https://www.alaskascorp.org

From Alaska Department of Natural Resources press release

RESOURCES HELP REDUCE PET/TRAPPING CONFLICTS

Trapping season opens November 1, so trail users who let their dogs run loose should make sure they
know some basic information about traps and trap lines. A pamphlet and videos are available.
PAMPHLET: A pocket-sized pamphlet titled “Trap Safety for Pet Owners”
describes the types of traps and snares that may be encountered and provides
illustrated instructions on how to free pets swiftly and safely. It is produced by the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) and the Alaska Trappers
Association (ATA). Copies are available free of charge at department offices or
may be viewed on the website at: http://tinyurl.com/m6oulhk. More information,
including video footage featuring trap removal instructions, is found on the
department’s website at www.adfg.alaska.gov (see “Sharing the Trails” under the
“Hunting > Trapping” dropdown menu), and on the ATA website
(www.alaskatrappers.org).
VIDEO: The ATA also sells a 30-minute video, "Sharing Alaska's Trails," that includes information such as
how to know if you are on a trap line, trap line safety, the physics of handling and opening traps and
snares, and tips for first-aid for pets accidentally caught in traps. The video doesn't promote
trapping but deals with the practicalities of sharing the trails. A three-minute excerpt of the
DVD can be found on YouTube (www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jk242jZwEAQ). To order a copy
of the DVD check the ATA store (www.alaskatrappers.org).
Most trapping seasons run from November 1 to the end of February, but the season for a few
species lasts longer. Wolf traps could be active well into April.

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES
BLM-WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA
Oct 14: ⚠Attention trail users
Due to inadequate snow cover, the summer off-highway vehicle
limitations in the White Mountains National Recreation Area and the
neighboring Steese National Conservation Area will remain in effect
through October 31, 2022.
The winter season limitations will begin November 1, 2022.
📷BLM picture of a caribou hunter riding an ATV on the Quartz Creek
Trail.
NORDIC SKI CLUB OF FAIRBANKS
Oct 23: Signs have been flipped at Birch Hill! Skiing only for the winter! Get out your rock skis and go
have some fun! Grooming crew is packing the trails.
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UAF NORTH CAMPUS
Oct 24: Rolled all main trails except Smith and Ballaine lakes. Snow is very thin. Trails signs will start
going up today. We are now on winter usage.
Oct 21: We are excited to share that we have updated our winter and summer maps. You can find
them on our website (https://uaf.edu/trails) under Trail Maps. Thanks to UAF Nanook Recreation
Outdoor Adventures for creating the updated maps!

STATEWIDE
VIRTUAL RACE ACROSS ALASKA BENEFITS YOU AND ALASKA TRAILS
ENTER/DONATE The Race Across Alaska Winter Challenge, a multi-sport challenge, is a great way to get
outside while challenging yourself to stay happy and healthy during
winter. And you’ll be helping our cause to help build and maintain
some of the best trails in the world!
Here’s how it works. You can run, walk, fatbike, indoor
bike, XC ski, swim, or any activity you like. You can choose from
eight different virtual distances – from 60 miles to 2,000 miles,
which is a whopping 22.3 miles per day. Now that’s a challenge.
The goal is to log as many miles as you can over the three months
of winter to get (virtually) from location A to B. You can also
participate as a team (friends/family/school).
• 60 miles = Anchorage to Whittier (0.7 miles/day)
• 125 miles = Anchorage to Sheep Mountain (1.4 miles/day)
• 235 miles = Anchorage to Denali National Park (2.6
miles/day)
• 350 miles = Anchorage to Delta Junction (3.9 miles/day)
• 500 miles = Alaska Long Trail, Seward to Fairbanks (5.6
miles/day)
• 800 miles = Denali Highway Loop (8.9 miles/day)
• 1150miles = Historic Iditarod Trail (12.8miles/day)
• 2000 miles = Ketchikan to Deadhorse (22.3 miles/day)
You will have the ability to log your miles, track your progress, collect virtual badges, so how you rank up to
others on the leader board daily. You can invite other to this challenge to help you to stay motivated all
winter long.
Online registration began November 1, and the virtual race starts on Winter Solstice – December
21. See the website for more details: www.raawc.com/Race/AK/Anchorage/AlaskaChallenge
RAAWC is a fundraiser for the Alaska Trails and the Alaska Long
Trail project. For every racer that participates, $10 will be donated to Alaska
Trails PLUS racers can donate additional funds to support the development of
The Alaska Long Trail. (If you choose to decline the swag you can donate
even more to Alaska Trails: $25 for the hat and shirt, and $10 for the finishers
medal.) Last year more than $40,000 was donated through participation and
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donations! Alaska Trails is very grateful for the financial support from the race, but also the boost it gives to
the community by inspiring an active, healthy lifestyle.
The official race cannon will be fired at the Zoom Kickoff Party on December 21 at 6pm AKS (10pm
EST). Join the Facebook group to hear about pop-up Zoom and/or Zwift FREE workouts along with
facebook live videos: www.facebook.com/groups/824863588292365

OUTDOOR REC TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD RECRUITING NEW MEMBERS

APPLY The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation is seeking multiple candidates to fill two volunteer
positions, representing Motorized and Diversified trail users, for the Outdoor Recreational Trails Advisory
Board (ORTAB). Applicants should have knowledge, experience, and interest in
outdoor recreational activities and grant-funded programs. This is a commissionerappointed position with a three-year term, and the board meets a minimum of
twice per year.
The primary role of the ORTAB is to assist in evaluating grant proposals
for the Recreational Trails Program (RTP) and Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF). Since 2000, these programs have invested over 30 million dollars
in trail projects throughout the state, creating critical and sustainable infrastructure
while supporting private sector jobs throughout Alaska. Because ORTAB members carry a wide array of
trail and public land user experiences, they are occasionally asked for additional advice on other outdoor
recreation related subjects. Additional information regarding the ORTAB can be found
at http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/ortaboard.htm.
Anyone interested in serving on the ORTAB should submit the following:
• a letter of interest
• brief resume
• completed ORTAB Applicant Questionnaire
The documents should be submitted to the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation
at Parks.RTPGrantApp@alaska.gov. The last day to submit applications is November 11.
If you know anyone who supports trails, works well in a collaborative environment, and has
knowledge or experience with trails, please encourage them to apply.
From Alaska Department of Natural Resources press release

APPLICANTS SOUGHT FOR LONG TRAIL PROJECT IN MAT-SU
APPLY Alaska Trails is hiring! We're looking for someone to lead the planning and community engagement
effort for the Alaska Long Trail project in the Mat-Su Borough.
The position will start ASAP once the funding is secure, aiming for the
November start date, and will last through 2023. The position may be extended pending
funding.
The person hired will lead planning and community engagement effort for the
Alaska Long Trail (ALT) project in the Mat-Su Borough. The Mat-Su Borough is at the
heart of the ALT and critical to its connection and success. To harness the current
momentum and to garner more substantial community support in the Mat-Su Borough,
the ALT Mat-Su Coordinator will lead the ALT project in the borough through community
engagement, public outreach, relationship-building with landowners and decisionmakers, and identifying priorities for trail projects.
Please check out all the details at our website: www.alaska-trails.org/jobs
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LAND MANAGER FORUM TO BE HELD IN NOVEMBER
ATTEND Alaska Trails will be holding its annual Land Manager Forum on Tuesday, November 15.
We are excited to bring land managers, trails groups, pro trail builders
and trail enthusiasts together to highlight the many successes we have had
and share what’s worked and what hasn’t. We hope you can join us to wrap
up the trail season and begin planning for next year.
The forum will be held at BP Energy Center in Anchorage. You can
register, see this year’s agenda, and see last years’ presentations here:
www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-forum. If you have any questions or ideas
for the forum, send an email to Steve Cleary: steve.cleary@alaska-trails.org

WINTER TRAIL GROOMING PROGRAMS NEED YOUR HELP

DONATE/SERVE Winter is upon us and if there is no snow on the ground in your area, there soon will be.
Many winter trails activities require (or at least are much improved by) grooming, such as
snowmachining, skiing, mushing, and fatbiking. If you engage in
an activity that is improved by grooming, please remember to
support those efforts. There are several ways you can help.
If you use an area that is clearly groomed and has a
grooming fund, make sure to donate. Not all trails that are
groomed have a specific grooming fund, but you can also join or
donate to the group that is doing the grooming. Look for signs that
tell you how you can help.
You can also support the Alaska Snowmachine Trails
Program, which provides funds for grooming in several areas of
the state. The grooming this program provides benefits more than
snowmachiners. Anyone who uses the groomed trails benefits,
including fatbikers, skiers, mushers, and hikers. You can’t donate
to the Snowmachine Trails Program, but you can help it by
making sure to register your snowmachine, which is what funds
the program. You can also serve on the SnowTRAC board, which
advises the state administration on how the funds are spent.
Finally, you can advocate for the program. In years past, administrations have tried to cut the program as
part of budget cutting measures. However, strong advocacy has kept the program alive.
To find out more about the program see: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/snowmotr.htm
Most importantly, get out there and enjoy all the great winter trails we have in Alaska!

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE
JOIN, ACT Climate changes affects everyone, especially winter sports enthusiasts like snowmachiners,
mushers, cross-country skiers, and fatbikers.
A warming climate can mean shorter snow seasons, and more extreme events like snow droughts
and rain-on-snow events. These will just get worse unless we slow climate change, which means we need
to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.
But can the actions of one or two people make a difference? Yep. Especially if more people are
doing the same. Here are two things you can do right now to help make a difference.
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Join “Stop the Money Pipeline”
https://stopthemoneypipeline.com/
Stop the Money Pipeline is a network of over 200 organizations (including the Alaska
Wilderness League) and tens of thousands of everyday people who are working to hold
the financial sector accountable for its role in the climate crisis.
Take a personal action
When buying a car, consider a hybrid or electric vehicle. Technologies for both have come a long way. All
the major manufacturers are making models, including sedans, wagons, SUVs, and trucks. Many come in
AWD versions. More and more are being sold and prices have been coming down. Alaska organizations
are working hard to install fast-charging stations for electric vehicles in high-use areas. Consumer Reports
has an excellent guide (www.consumerreports.org/cars/hybrids-evs/buying-guide/), but there are many
others. Just let your Google fingers do the walking.
Climate change may seem like an overwhelming problem, but we humans created it one step at a time, and
we can solve it that way, too. Let’s do what we can to ensure that future winters still have usable snow for
us and for our children, grandchildren, and beyond.

MORE STATEWIDE TRAIL NEWS IN ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER

Most of the news in the Interior Trails Newsletter is also included in the monthly Alaska
Trails newsletter, a statewide newsletter put out by the group Alaska Trails. The Alaska
Trails newsletter also has news from other regions of Alaska, including Southcentral and
Southeast. If you are interested in getting the Alaska Trails newsletter, which is also free,
send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com. Please include “Request Alaska Trails newsletter”
in the subject line. Eric Troyer, editor and publisher of the ITN, is also the editor of the
Alaska Trails newsletter.

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA
Oct 12: #DidYouKnow there's no age or education level requirement to serve on the BLM Alaska
Resource Advisory Council? Any Alaskan who
demonstrates expertise in one of the interest groups
represented can be considered to fill a seat on the
council. Interest groups include the public-at-large,
recreation, environmental groups, Alaska Natives,
mineral development, hunting and more! 👏 Want to
#GetInvolved in #YourPublicLands management?
Learn about the application process and required
documents here: http://ow.ly/jLFb50L4V5r
❗Applications are due on November 4, 2022.
📸Youth and adult volunteers gather to help with
an Eagle Scout project that focused on trail maintenance along the Salmon Run Trail on the Campbell
Tract in Anchorage. The Eagle Scout project was part of the 2018 National Public Lands Day
volunteerism event.
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ALASKA STATE PARKS
Oct 21: Stay posted. 😎 As the weather evolves, there are some new closures and
updates at state parks around the state:
🤩 Campground open status: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/open.htm
🤩 Park Condition reports: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/asp/curevnts.htm
📸 Photo: Outdoor enthusiast on the trail to a Lynx Lake cabin in 2021- because part
of the adventure is getting there!🙌

STATEWIDE LINKS
•
•

Lost on the trail? You’ll probably meet the Alaska National Guard: https://tinyurl.com/m5y6sr4p
The Iditarod Trail Invitational 2022 (Jay Cable blog post, a bit late): https://tinyurl.com/ycyt9wb6

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
• Paddlers arrive in Bethel after 700-mile journey down the Kuskokwim: https://tinyurl.com/mr3ywwkh
• Forest Service to build new cabins in the Tongass and Chugach: https://tinyurl.com/mry34az5
• Rescued from wilderness? This is what happens once you hit SOS (ADN): https://tinyurl.com/2p9d3ekh
• UAF gets federal grant to preserve ‘Into the Wild’ bus: https://tinyurl.com/55jc32kv
• Lunch & Learns Offer Outdoor Funding Intel, Economic Impact Trends: https://tinyurl.com/ys2etu98
• BLM Seeks Applicants for Alaska Resource Advisory Council: https://tinyurl.com/yhtkf9h4
• Luc Mehl offers free Windy.com webinar for finding good weather (Nov 2): https://tinyurl.com/3rz6pvj4

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE
AMERICAN TRAILS, FOREST SERVICE ANNOUNCE NEW GRANT

APPLY American Trails recently announced a new funding opportunity: The National Forest System
Legacy Roads and Trails Fund, aka the Legacy Trails Grant Program.
The goal of the program is to support projects that restore, protect, and maintain crucial
watersheds on our national forests and grasslands. American Trails is administering this grant program with
awards up to $100K per project. The program opens to applications in
early October. The deadline to apply is December 15.
The Forest Service identifies and prioritizes watershed acres or
areas where Forest Service roads and trails may impact water quality in
streams and water bodies. Grant administrators will be looking to fund
projects that restore fish and aquatic organism passage, improve trail
resiliency, preserve trail access, decommission unauthorized trails, and
convert unneeded Forest Service roads to trails. Protecting threatened,
endangered, and sensitive species, and community water sources are among the top priorities for projects
that improve and maintain trail access. Emergency operations, such as evacuation routes during wildfires,
floods or other natural disasters also benefit from this program.
Find out more: www.americantrails.org/legacy-trails-program
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AHS ACCEPTING 2023 VOLUNTEER VACATION HOST APPLICATIONS

APPLY The Volunteer Vacations program is designed to send you a crew of eager volunteers, ready to
assist with your trail needs. Volunteer Vacations are week-long trail building/maintaining projects organized
by American Hiking Society and hosted by the Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, USDA
Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service, state parks, trail organizations and other nonprofit partner
groups across the country. Most projects are one-week or shorter in length, consist of 6-15 crew members,
and involve trail maintenance and building tasks on hiking trails on public lands. For more information,
review the Host Information webpage. Applications due no later than November 7, 2022.
https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacations/host-information/

From Paperless Trail, the American Hiking Society newsletter

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
• For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American
Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter
VOLUNTEER
• American Hiking Society’s Alternative Break: https://tinyurl.com/27dkaaay
• Conservation Volunteers International Program newsletter (Oct): https://tinyurl.com/3bbyfmfv
FUNDING
• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://tinyurl.com/bdfjevrd
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/
OTHER NATIONAL LINKS:
• How trail designers build good hikes: https://tinyurl.com/22s3u3w2
• The Most Scenic Hiking Trails in the U.S. for Fall Foliage: https://tinyurl.com/dr89nefv
• National Recreation Trails Photo Contest (deadline Dec 15): https://tinyurl.com/58a3xz7v

Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.
DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am a board member of the Interior Trails
Preservation Coalition and of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails
and editor of its newsletter.
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