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1 LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	
• List of apps that have many interior Alaska trails: www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/web-sites/  
• Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.     

(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

FAIRBANKS BORO TRAILS PLAN UPDATE NEARING COMPLETION 
TESTIFY An update of the Fairbanks Comprehensive Recreational Trail Plan is working its way through the 
system to be formally accepted.  
 The plan is coming before the borough’s Platting 
Board this Wednesday. It has already been approved 
unanimously by the borough’s Planning Commission, with a 
few minor recommendations.  
 If you approve of the plan, please either attend the 
Platting Board meeting and let the members know how you 
feel or take a few minutes and send the Platting Board a 
message.  
 
THE MEETING 
The board meeting starts a 6pm and can be attended via 
Zoom. Get more information on the meeting and how to 
attend here: https://fnsb.gov/481/Platting-Board 
 
EMAILS, PHONE CALLS 
To contact commission members, go to the same website 
and check under "Members and Contact Information."  
 
MAKE SURE TO COMMENT 
Please let the Platting Board members know how you feel. The Platting Board will either recommend that 
the Assembly approve the plan, that the plan be changed in some way, or that the plan be scrapped. (That 
last is highly unlikely, but it's possible that the board may recommend changes.)  
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS 
The Planning Commission recommended (thanks to Stan Justice for the reporting)  

• Readable maps be printed for public use. 
• Removed the West Isberg option for access to trails in the Rosie Creek area of the Tanana Valley 

State Forest. 
• Downgraded Ace Lake Trail to class C, neighborhood trails, status.  

 
NEXT STOP 
The plan should be before the Assembly for final approval. That should happen sometime in October. The 
public will again have an opportunity to comment. 

This is the first update to the trail plan since 2006 and the first major overhaul since it was first 
adopted in 1985. 
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 For more information: 
• Ordinance accepting the plan (not yet adopted by the assembly): https://tinyurl.com/mr3zsabk 
• The current trail plan: https://tinyurl.com/yckeyez9 
• Trail plan update site: https://www.fnsbtrailsplan.com/ 

 
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE FOR RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM 
APPLY It’s time to get your Recreational Trails Program grant application started. 

RTP grants provide reimbursable, matching funds to develop and repair recreational trails and 
trailrelated facilities for both non-motorized and motorized 
recreational trail uses. Grants are also available for trail-related 
environmental protection, safety, and educational projects. The 
grants are administered through the Division of Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation. The timeline is below. For more information 
see: http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/trails.htm  

Questions? Send an email to: 
parks.RTPgrantapp@alaska.gov. 

• August 22: Applications available online 
• September 30: Mandatory public notices must be posted 
• October 31: Application submission deadline 

Photo: RTP work on Government Peak Recreation Area trails courtesy of Valley Mountain Bikers and Hikers. 
 
PRACTICE CAUTION ON TRAILS DURING HUNTING SEASON 
As we get into hunting season, please take care while using trails. This is not just a hunting season issue, 
but there is typically more gun activity this time of year.  

The vast majority of gun owners are responsible with shooting. Unfortunately, some are less 
responsible. The chances of something happening are low, but the consequences could be very high: 
death or wounding. Don't worry unnecessarily but do take care. Here are some resources: 
• Hunting Safety: Information for Hunters and Non-Hunters (US Forest Service: 

www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5330495.pdf  
• Hike Safely During Hunting Season (American Hiking Society: https://americanhiking.org/families-on-

foot/hike-safely-hunting-season/ ) 
• Hunting seasons in Alaska: www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=hunting.whenwhere  

o For specifics you'll need to refer to the Alaska Hunting Regulations: 
www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=wildliferegulations.main  

 
ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR PROJECTS  

ORGANIZE A PROJECT As you start planning trail building and 
maintenance projects, remember that Alaska Trails has a mobile 
tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized trail groups 
in the Interior. The trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail 
tools including mcleods, pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If 
you would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth 
(gcorth@straydogs.us). 
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SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES  
FAIRBANKS TRAILS AND WATERWAY USERS 

Sept 12: Got this email recently from Geoff Orth, who is suing to get public access to the Ester Valley 
Trail, which was gated and signed no trespassing several years ago.  

The trail runs up the Ester Valley and connects to several other trails, including the Tri-Con Mine 
road/trail and the Ester West Ridge Trail. (Both those trails connect to the the Equinox Marathon Trail 
on Ester Dome.) Years ago the Ester Valley Trail was used as part of the Fireplug sled dog race.  

Geoff tried to get the borough involved in re-opening the trail, but the borough declined, so he and 
his wife took the issue to court. If you support this cause and want to help (they could use donations), 
contact Geoff at gcorth@straydogs.us 

Craig Medred has also covered this story: https://craigmedred.news/2022/09/06/road-rage-ak/  
 
Trail Users, 
Last week, in Anchorage, Superior Court Judge Dani Crosby ruled that a public prescriptive easement 
exists on the historic Stewart Trail. Our case on the Ester Valley Trail is very similar, but we have a 
longer public usage history, more witnesses, RS 2477 implications, and language in the warranty 
deeds.  If you want to get deep in the weeds, check-out the embedded links for the Findings of Fact & 
Conclusions of Law and the Order issued Thursday: https://tinyurl.com/32xtc6ks  

Fwiw, we are scheduled for our bench trial in February 2023. 
This is about privatizing a public resource without the public involvement. 

 
DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION 

Sept 13: The Liewer Trail is a dog friendly trail.  But if your dog poops on the trail either pick it up and 
bag it or kindly toss it off the trail into the woods.Others including walkers and joggers and track kids 
use the trail please be responsible for your dog’s excrement. Thanks. 

 
 

STATEWIDE	
 
LAND MANAGER FORUM TO BE HELD IN NOVEMBER 
ATTEND Alaska Trails will be holding its annual Land Manager Forum on Tuesday, November 15.  

We are excited to bring land managers, trails groups, pro 
trail builders and trail enthusiasts together to highlight the many 
successes we have had and share what’s worked and what hasn’t. 
We hope you can join us to wrap up the trail season and begin 
planning for next year. (You can view last years’ presentations here: 
https://www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-forum)  

The forum will be held at BP Energy Center in Anchorage. 
More details including agenda, speakers and more will be 
forthcoming. If you have any questions or ideas for the forum, send 
an email to Steve Cleary: steve.cleary@alaska-trails.org 
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MORE STATEWIDE TRAIL NEWS IN ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER 
Most of the news in the Interior Trails Newsletter is also included in the monthly Alaska 
Trails newsletter, a statewide newsletter put out by the group Alaska Trails. The Alaska 
Trails newsletter also has news from other regions of Alaska, including Southcentral and 
Southeast. If you are interested in getting the Alaska Trails newsletter, which is also free, 
send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com. Please include “Request Alaska Trails newsletter” 
in the subject line. Eric Troyer, editor and publisher of the ITN, is also the editor of the 
Alaska Trails newsletter.   

 
SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES  
ANCHORAGE PARKS AND RECREATION 

Sept 15: It's that time of year again. Moose are entering into the rutting season 
and are a little preoccupied. During this time, moose may be unpredictable and 
aggressive. So, stay aware of your surroundings while you are out and about, 
and keep your distance from wildlife, Anchorage! 
Learn more about moose from our friends at Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game at https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livewith.moose.  

 
FAIRBANKS CYCLE CLUB 

The Denali Park Road may be closed to automobiles past the Pretty Rocks 
landslide, but that doesn't mean you can't get around it on bike. Check out this 
blog post from Jay Cable!  
https://yak.spruceboy.net/2022/09/empty-denali.html  

 
 
STATEWIDE LINKS 
• DOT Opens Grant Applications for Transportation Projects (includes trails): 

https://tinyurl.com/3y9myvud  
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• How 2 Alaskans crafted a packrafting book that quickly became a staple for paddlers (ADN): 

https://tinyurl.com/2kat6d5h  
• Alaska park managers preparing for loss of some of the state’s most iconic attractions: glaciers: 

https://tinyurl.com/yv5nwurz  

	
NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	

 
AMERICAN TRAILS, FOREST SERVICE ANNOUNCE NEW GRANT 
American Trails recently announced a new funding opportunity: The National Forest System Legacy Roads 
and Trails Fund, aka the Legacy Trails Grant Program. 
 The goal of the program is to support projects that restore, protect, and maintain crucial 
watersheds on our national forests and grasslands. American Trails is administering this grant program with 
awards up to $100K per project. The program opens to applications in early October. 
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The Forest Service identifies and prioritizes watershed acres or areas where Forest Service roads 
and trails may impact water quality in streams and water bodies. Grant administrators will be looking to 
fund projects that restore fish and aquatic organism passage, improve trail resiliency, preserve trail access, 
decommission unauthorized trails, and convert unneeded Forest Service roads to trails. Protecting 
threatened, endangered, and sensitive species, and community water sources are among the top priorities 
for projects that improve and maintain trail access. Emergency operations, such as evacuation routes 
during wildfires, floods or other natural disasters also benefit from this program. 

Find out more: https://www.americantrails.org/legacy-trails-program  
 
NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American 

Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 
• American Hiking Society’s Alternative Break: https://tinyurl.com/27dkaaay  
• Conservation Volunteers International Program newsletter (Sept): https://tinyurl.com/refu8r74  
 
FUNDING 
• FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://tinyurl.com/bdfjevrd 
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
 
OTHER NATIONAL LINKS: 
• Heat, Water, Fire: How Climate Change Is Transforming the Pacific Crest Trail: 

https://tinyurl.com/2p9335c7  
• Trail Moments | Tips for Outdoor Outings With Your Kids: https://tinyurl.com/2s53x27w 
• 2022 National Trails Day Community Grant Impacts: https://tinyurl.com/55tfu5py  
 
INTERNATIONAL LINKS: 
• Italy's 8 best hikes explore Alpine highs and Amalfi skies: www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/best-hikes-

italy  
 
 
 
Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To 
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions 
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am a board member of the Interior Trails 
Preservation Coalition and of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails 
and editor of its newsletter. 


