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BLM BUILDS BOARDWALK AROUND WET PART OF SUMMIT TRAIL

The Bureau of Land Management is building a boardwalk over a perennially wet section of the Summit Trail
in the White Mountains Recreation Area off the Wickersham Dome parking area.

That trail is popular in summer because it accesses Wickersham Dome. However, one section,
near the intersection with one Ieg of the winter Ski Loop Trail, is wet through most, if not all, of the summer.

- " P > 7 BLM crews have attempted several
1 fixes. Boardwalk was installed there
in the 1970s, but runoff channeled
{ down and under the trail and
{1 boardwalk, according to Levi
Lewellyn, an assistant field
manager for BLM.

“The active freeze thaw
cycles jacked and tore the board
walk apart. The result was wet,
uneven, and often exposed nails.
Essentially not very user friendly for
summer hikers, bikers, etc.”

We attempted a lot of fixes,
with varying successes or lack
thereof. Combining a winter trail
with a summer trail is a difficult

task.”

That section of trail is part of the Ski Loop, and people also use it in winter and shoulder seasons to
access Wickersham Dome, so it is used year-round. To accommodate all seasons, BLM is building a
boardwalk that roughly parallels and sometimes crosses the dirt trail. The hoped-for result is that hikers can
use the trail in summer and keep out of the mud while the dirt/mud trail will remain for other users and for
winter trail use.

“We plan to keep both and by keeping them separate we won't be tearing up the boardwalk in the
winter with snowmachines and groomers,” Lewellyn wrote in an email.

Most of the boardwalk will be built this year, but the rest won't be finished until next year, due to a
seasonal employee shortage and other issues.

Summit Trail runs along the ridge past Wickersham Dome. Several miles out is a public-use, first-
come-first-served trail shelter. BLM is also trying to get a couple of miles of the trail brushed out near the
trail shelter.

“We had smoke jumpers lined out but alas this is a severe fire year,” Lewellyn wrote. “We will see

how it all plays out.”
Photo by Eric Troyer

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
e Trailforks (a mapping app with many interior Alaska trails: www.trailforks.com/
e Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




PINNELL MOUNTAIN TRAIL GETS HELP DURING NATIONAL TRAILS DAY

More than 30 volunteers helped improve the Pinnell Mountain National Recreational Trail on National Trails
Day. The work party was organized by the Bureau of Land Management. Here’s a report from Public Affairs
Specialist Teri Balser:

The National Trails Day volunteer work day on June 4 was a great success. We had 36 volunteers
participate, which is 1 more volunteer than last we had last year! Many thanks to Fairbanks Hikers,
Interior Alaska Trails and Parks Foundation, Resident
Hunters of Alaska, and Backcountry Hunters and Anglers
for promoting and participating in the event.

We had 3 work projects completed by volunteers and BLM

staff:

1. bolster the boardwalk - provide more support for the
planks to reduce flex in the boards

2. beautify the trail - remove caribou parts left over from
the fall and winter hunt away from the trailhead and
trail, pick up debris, and remove excess markers

3. revegetation - distribute additional seed and fertilizer in
the disturbed area where needed. Only a few areas
needed additional seed. Most places the annual rye
we planted last year is working to provide soil stability
and protection to recovering native vegetation.
This is the only event planned we had planned for this
year, but we plan to make the National Trails Day at the &
Pinnell Mountain NRT an annual event. As you know,  © ' ‘
boardwalks require maintenance and early June is such a beautiful time to work on the trail. We
have plans to add additional signs and fencing as well as an effort to replace the boardwalk at

Twelvemile Summit.
BLM photo by Deke Naaktgeboren: A volunteer carries out a piece of plywood found in the tundra during a National Trails Day
volunteer work event at Eagle Summit on the Pinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail on June 4, 2022.

LAND TRUST CONTINUES WORK IN GOLDSTREAM VALLEY

The Interior Alaska Land Trust is continuing work to preserve land in the Goldstream Valley, which includes
helping save many trails in the area. See the below excerpt from the group’s recent newsletter. To find out
more about the trust, including how to donate to its work, see https://interioraklandtrust.org/

We also continue to have strong community support for our Lower
Goldstream Initiative. We worked with long-time friends and partners, Bob
and Bobbie Ritchie, to conserve an additional forty acres in the heart of
lower Goldstream. This piece of the puzzle is critical to our other efforts; we
| are getting closer and closer to connecting all the pieces. Soon, we will be
)| able to concentrate on the periphery of the greenbelt, expanding conserved
| spaces and improving trails in other parts of Goldstream. Thank you to Bob
— and Bobbie Ritchie and all our members!
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TRAILS CHALLENGE GUIDE HELPS TO FIND TRAILS IN INTERIOR

The Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge is live, and the trails guide is out!

The guide is a great resource to help you find the trails challenge signs. See the guide here:
https://tinyurl.com/2p8spa34

This event, put on by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department is an
all-ages, all-abilities, outdoor scavenger hunt. The challenge is B e
designed to get you out with your friends and family to explore our
wonderful local trails, both new and familiar.

Anyone is allowed to participate in the search. When you find
a sign, prove you made it by taking a “selfie” photo with the sign and
posting it on social media with the hashtag “#FNSBTrails” or email
your photo to trails@fnsb.us. And of course, leave the sign to be
found by the next trail challenge participant.

Participants who find at least ten signs during the event can
win prizes from local sponsors and the coveted Trailblazer Award.
Participants under the age of ten can find at least five signs to win the
Junior Trailblazer Award! Whether you find one or find them all,
challenge yourself to get outside and enjoy nature!

Introduced last year, there will again be a "Sourdough
Trailblazer" category. To join that category, you need to be 60 and
older and find at least five signs.

To find out more and see a list of signs see the Fairbanks Borough Trails Office webpage:
https://tinyurl.com/2p94nb22

ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR PROJECTS

ORGANIZE A PROJECT As you start planning trail building and
maintenance projects, remember that Alaska Trails has a mobile

tooI cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized trail groups
in the Interior. The trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail
tools including mcleods, pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If
you would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth

| (gcorth@straydogs.us).

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES
SKARLAND & PEARL CREEK PARK TRAIL USERS
July 8: Update - Almost all the signs are up. Still have 2 that | am looking
for the perfect spot.
A big thanks to FNSB for doing the router work. They have an A
ancient computerized router - windows xp. Not easy to code it into m w% ﬁ#‘%
submission. Also thanks you Interior Alaska Trails and Parks Foundation *;, = O‘bﬁﬁ
which funded the project. Now to get them installed. Map shows where

they are going.
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BLM-WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA
July 20: We're open!

The Wickersham Dome Trailhead and the western portion of the NRA re-opened today, so come
on out to the trails and cabins to
enjoy the views, the solitude,
and those ripening berry
patches.

Due to reduced fire activity
associated with the Minto Lakes
Fire (#349) the temporary fire
closure was rescinded just after
midnight this morning, reopening
many of the area’s popular
public use cabins and trails. See
the full BLM news release here:
http://ow.ly/1Pr550K0J0g

Visitors should continue to o ; :
exercise safe practices and #RecreateResponS|ny on public lands to prevent wildfires. Learn more
about fire prevention here: http://ow.ly/tAFx50K0JOh

To stay tuned to fire activity monitor http://ow.ly/PseV50K0J0c
%8I | ee’s public use cabin is accessible by OHV’s up to 1500 pounds curb weight and 64 inches wide.
Reservations for the Alaska cabins can be made at recreation.gov.

FAIRBANKS CYCLE CLUB
COMMENT Would you like to see a bike path between Fairbanks and the Badger Road? Then take
time to comment on this.

The Department of Transportation is seeking comments about a proposed bike/pedestrian path
along the Richardson Highway between mile 357 and 362 (from Fairbanks toward North Pole).

The project will connect a signalized crosswalk at the Old Richardson Highway/Badger Road
intersection with an existing pathway near the Richardson Highway/Airport Way/Gaffney Road
intersection. It will also include a pedestrian bridge and signage.

The project construction is scheduled for Summer 2023. Comments may be submitted through
August 10.

To find out more, including where to comment see here: http://notice.alaska.gov/207543

FAIRBANKS TRAIL AND WATERWAY USERS

The News-Miner (https://tinyurl.com/2p865thc) is reporting that the United States Army Garrison
Alaska now has a fee for getting a Recreational Access Permit. (And the permit name has changed to
Sikes Act Permit.) People already holding a permit won't have to pay until their current permit expires
and a new one is purchased.

Popular trails that require the permit are Donnelly Dome and some at Birch Hill Recreational Area,
including the White Bear, Sonot Connector, Chinook, and Blackhawk trails.

The permit is rarely enforced (most people never see Army enforcement personnel), but it is the
law.

Get your permit here: https://usartrak.isportsman.net/
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DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION
July 13: DJTA has spent a lot of volunteer time and funds on developing our newest trail, The River

Walk Park. Our latest project for it was developing a road
separated from the biomass area to include a leveled, rolled and
compacted nice parking area. This was developed for all for a
safe and separated area to access the trail head. This work was
completed on July the 7th. On Saturday July the 9th it was
| discovered that a vehicle(s) tore up the newly compacted area by
# doing doughnuts in the area causing ruts and large rocks to

4 create unsafe conditions. Also found were beer and whiskey

- . ; bottles. Building and preparing the area was quite costly. This is
vandallsm The Troopers have been notified. If you see something, please say something.

INTERIORWIDE LINKS

e Application for easement to Volkmar and Thompson Lakes Extended: http://notice.alaska.gov/207373

e A Sweet Hike up Sugar Loaf Mountain: https://tinyurl.com/2a5h99p2

e Easement Application for access trail in Kentucky Creek Il Subdivision, east of mile post 135.5 Elliot
Highway (deadline for comment: August 18): http:/notice.alaska.qov/207481

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e Inan experienced field, just one finishes 2022 AlaskAcross event: https://tinyurl.com/bdxm8sn2
e Parts of Tanana Valley State Forest reopen to motorized use July 12: http:/notice.alaska.qov/207327

STATEWIDE

REGISTRATION OPEN FOR CONFLUENCE SUMMIT IN SEPTEMBER

Registration is now open for the 7th Annual Confluence: Summit on the Outdoor Recreation Economy,
Sept. 7 -9 in Haines! Be sure to get signed up before prices go up
on Aug. 25.

These organizations have already indicated plans to
attend: Department of Interior; USDA Rural Development; US
> | Forest Service and USDA Southeast Alaska Sustainability Strategy;

Chilkoot Indian Association; Sustainable Southeast Partnership;

Alai‘lfﬁ 12 gtccllzoo ’ National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State
Parks, Haines State Forest, Haines Borough, Skagway Economic
Development Corp., Sitka Trail Works, and many more.

“Confluence AK: The Summit on the Outdoor Recreation Economic Development” is an annual
conference where Alaskans come together to discuss trends in outdoor recreation and to share ideas to
expand the sector.

Find out more here: https://www.alaskaoutdooralliance.org/confluence-ak
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MORE STATEWIDE TRAIL NEWS IN ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER

Most of the news in the Interior Trails Newsletter is also included in the monthly Alaska

Trails newsletter, a statewide newsletter put out by the group Alaska Trails. The Alaska

Trails newsletter also has news from other regions of Alaska, including Southcentral and

Southeast. If you are interested in getting the Alaska Trails newsletter, which is also free,

send an email to foxtrails@gmail.com. Please include “Request Alaska Trails newsletter”

ALASKA in the subject line. Eric Troyer, editor and publisher of the ITN, is also the editor of the
TRAILS | Alaska Trails newsletter.

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES

ALASKA OUTDOOR ALLIANCE
July 28: New report helps illustrate that today's guides and trail crew workers can be tomorrow's
entrepreneurs, CEOs, scientists, manufacturers, landscape designers and so much more.
https://tinyurl.com/4ws3vwud

STATEWIDE LINKS

e Gov. Dunleavy vetoes $10.5M in funds for Alaska Long Trail project: https:/tinyurl.com/4r6crtpr
o State trail funding vetoes give time for ‘discussions’ (Frontiersman): https://tinyurl.com/vcee263u

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

o 2022 Alaska Mountain Wilderness Classic Report and Results: https://tinyurl.com/49kbjviy

e Good Walking, Clear Water in Baird Mtns (Brooks Range, Luc Mehl): https://tinyurl.com/e5s36¢9t

e Alaska Community Forest Council to meet on Friday, Aug. 12: https://tinyurl.com/43cjwyzm

o Alaska Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Amendment 4 public comment deadline
Aug 15: https://dot.alaska.gov/stwdpIng/cip/stip/

Breaking: House Bill Proposes Repealing Pittman-Robertson Act: https://tinyurl.com/2e3pyyh5

e Spending Plan for Transportation Spreads Benefits Throughout Alaska: https:/tinyurl.com/2p8huhnu

e OPINION: Alaska wins with America’s Outdoor Recreation Act (ADN): https://tinyurl.com/52m8hzvs

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American
Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
o Conservation Volunteers International Program newsletter (July): https:/tinyurl.com/3a7y7ikv
e American Hiking Society’s Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacations/
e 4-min video of AHS Volunteer Vacation project: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-2xxwE YUk
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FUNDING

e FOX Factory Trail Trust (applications reviewed quarterly): https://tinyurl.com/bdfjevrd

e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, quarterly deadlines): https://yamahaoai.com/
e Polaris T.RA.LL.S. grants (ATV trail projects; due Sept 1): https://tinyurl.com/y49dxbhe

OTHER NATIONAL LINKS:

e Ice Age Trail thru-hiker becomes first woman to complete all 11 national scenic trails:
https://tinyurl.com/2y595ypy

Improving Accessibility on Public Lands: https://tinyurl.com/yck42x87

How climate change affects hiking on the Pacific Crest Trail: https://tinyurl.com/mue7tk5p

11 Best Long-Distance Hiking Trails In The US: https://tinyurl.com/3etpxtn2

National Trails Day Community Grant Event: From Chicago to Huron-Manistee National Forest (4-
minute video): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m04UWz4uzRc

e The 12 Best Mountain Bike Destinations in the USA [2022]: https://tinyurl.com/4nekm76f

INTERNATIONAL LINKS:

e 11 of the world's most dangerous hiking trails: https:/tinyurl.com/2zhb2ck4

e 23 of the world's best hiking trails: https://tinyurl.com/5fxscjut

e Bhutan -- and its incredible cross-country trail -- welcoming tourists back: https://tinyurl.com/5ew7xhmx

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e Qutdoor Recreation Drives Jobs (Outdoor Rec Industry report): https:/tinyurl.com/2p8r353|

Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am a board member of the Interior Trails
Preservation Coalition and of the Fairbanks Cycle Club, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails
and editor of its newsletter.
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