INTERIOR TRAILS NEWSLETTER
Dedicated to the preservation and maintenance of trails in interior Alaska

DECEMBER 2021
CAMPAIGN SEEKS TO RAISE FUNDS FOR CHENA RIVER SIGNAGE
DONATE The Tanana Valley Watershed Association
(TVSA) is raising funds to install wayfinding, safety,
and interpretive signs along the Chena River.
This signage would help make this local water
trail more accessible to people. The fundraising
campaign started November 12 and will continue until
December 21. Any amount can donated and donations
be applied to a specific location or category of sign.
You will be recognized by name on the TVSA website
and Facebook page (with your permission).
Signs being covered by the campaign include:
• Wayfinding Signs - These signs will be mounted on all bridges and large culvert crossings on the
Chena River, Noyes Slough, and Chena Slough to let boaters and floaters know where they are on
the river.
• Chena River Recreation and Safety Signs -These signs would be posted at all boat launches along
the Chena River below Moose Creek Dam to let boaters know distances between launches and
provide important safety information.
• Interpretive Signs - These signs would provide information about the importance of clean water and
healthy riparian areas to the wildlife that use our rivers (including salmon), and how river users can
help.
For more information see: http://www.tvwatershed.org/

From Tanana Valley Watershed Association website; photo by Joseph from flickr

FAIRBANKS TRAIL PLAN COMMENTS SOUGHT THRU DECEMBER 29

COMMENT Trail users and advocates can add their voice to the update of the Fairbanks Comprehensive
Recreational Trail Plan.
The Fairbanks North Star Borough is in the process of updating the plan, which helps guide
borough management and policy about trails within the borough.
The borough and its contractor have been working over the spring
and summer to collect comments and put together maps.
Maps of the east side of the borough are open for
comment. Many people have added their comments and the
borough collected more comments at public meetings in October
and November.
Commenting on the east side map closes December 29. People
can comment on the maps on the website or add comments to
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•
•

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
Trailforks (a mapping app with many interior Alaska trails: www.trailforks.com/
Interior Alaska Trails (a collection of trail-related resources): www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/.
(If you find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)
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existing comments. (Maps for the west side, which were opened for comment first, are open for comment
until December 1.)
Go to www.fnsbtrailsplan.com and follow the process. It can take a bit to figure out how to use the
maps, but the process is not onerous. Find the zoom button lower right-hand corner and zoom way out to
get a good overall view. Then zoom in again to get a more detailed view. On the left-hand side you can find
the comment box, which you can drag-and-drop to the correct place. The website also has more
information, including links to the meetings.
A final draft of the Trail Plan is expected to be available in summer of 2022.

FAIRBANKS BORO PARKS AND REC OFFERS TRAILS REPORT
Looking for information about winter trails, especially reports on
grooming and conditions? The Fairbanks area has a few resources
including the borough, Trailforks, and the local ski club.
BOROUGH
The Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation
Department is now doing a Trail Conditions Report that is updated
every Thursday. Right now the focus is mainly on Chena Lake and
Tanana Lakes recreation area, but the page has links to other
resources. From the page:
Your one-stop source for current winter trail conditions for cross-country skiing, snowmachining, fat-tire
biking, snowshoeing, ice skating and walking in the Fairbanks North Star Borough. Our team updates
the winter trail conditions report weekly on Thursdays at 11AM throughout the winter season. Additional
updates may be available. For additional information and trail maps, please visit this page:
https://fairbanksak.myrec.com/info/facilities/details.aspx?FacilityID=14955
Check out the report here: https://fairbanksak.myrec.com/info/facilities/details.aspx?FacilityID=14968
SKI CLUB
The Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks also maintains a page that is skiing focused but includes information
about multi-use trails.
The NSCF grooms the skiing-only trails at Birch Hill Recreation Area and does grooming reports
for those on its website and Facebook page. It also maintains an “Other Local Trails” page that has short
descriptions of the trails or trail systems and includes links to maps and other information, including where
people can find grooming reports.
• NSCF Trails page (for grooming updates and other info): https://www.nscfairbanks.org/trails/
• NSCF Facebook https://www.facebook.com/NSCFairbanks/
• NSCF Other Local Trails: https://www.nscfairbanks.org/trails/other-local-trails/
o This includes websites from many places that have winter trail conditions including UAF,
ADMA, Chena River State Recreation Area, and White Mountains National Recreation Area.
TRAILFORKS
Trailforks is a multi-use trail user website and smartphone app. It does not have all the trails in the
Fairbanks area, but more are being added on a regular basis. In addition to showing people where trails are
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located, the service allows people to add their own trail status updates. Find out more at:
https://www.trailforks.com/

RESOURCES HELP REDUCE PET/TRAPPING CONFLICTS
Trapping season opens November 1, so trail users who let their dogs run loose should make sure they
know some basic information about traps and trap lines. A pamphlet and videos are available.
PAMPHLET: A pocket-sized pamphlet titled “Trap Safety for Pet Owners”
describes the types of traps and snares that may be encountered and provides
illustrated instructions on how to free pets swiftly and safely. It is produced by the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) and the Alaska Trappers
Association (ATA). Copies are available free of charge at department offices or
may be viewed on the website at: http://tinyurl.com/m6oulhk. More information,
including video footage featuring trap removal instructions, is found on the
department’s website at www.adfg.alaska.gov (see “Sharing the Trails” under the
“Hunting > Trapping” dropdown menu), and on the ATA website
(www.alaskatrappers.org).
VIDEO: The ATA also sells a 30-minute video, "Sharing Alaska's Trails," that includes information such as
how to know if you are on a trap line, trap line safety, the physics of handling and opening traps and
snares, and tips for first-aid for pets accidentally caught in traps. The video doesn't promote
trapping but deals with the practicalities of sharing the trails. A three-minute excerpt of the
DVD can be found on YouTube (www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jk242jZwEAQ). To order a copy
of the DVD check the ATA store (www.alaskatrappers.org).
Most trapping seasons run from November 1 to the end of February, but the season for a few
species lasts longer. Wolf traps could be active well into April.

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

FAIRBANKS TRAIL USERS OPEN GROUP
Nov 30: Anyone who watches the Snowmachine Trail Program grooming awards may wonder why the
closest place to the Interior to get an award this year was the Denali Highway Trail Club. In the past the
Northern division of State Parks has received funds for grooming trails in the Chena River State
Recreation Area. Unfortunately, the awards have been dropping. Last year, Northern was awarded
$2,300. According to Northern Superintendent Ian Thomas that's enough to do the extensive
paperwork to participate in the program, not enough to get some actual grooming done. As a result,
Northern didn't put in for a grant this year.
The awards are also open to private groups, but none from the Interior have participated for many
years (if ever). (Correction: The Yukon Quest did for a while.)
The small award amount for Northern is partly due with the overall program getting less funds, but
it probably also has to do with politics. Snowmachine groups in some areas, such as the Mat-Su, have
lobbied hard for this program. Snowmachiners up here seem to be of the more independent stripe,
preferring to "groom" by getting out and riding.
Whether this is a problem or not depends on your point of view. Grooming benefits all winter trail
users, not just snowmachiners, but the level of the benefit is up for debate.
To see the grooming awards for the 2021-2022 season:
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/snowlist/snowmo22.pdf
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VOLUNTEER Nov 15: The IALT is a big protector of trails in the Fairbanks area. Here's a way to help
out the group!
Shared from
Interior Alaska Land Trust
Super-volunteer opportunity!
We are having an online member drive to try to reach new
people. Will you join us as a team member? Just go to
givebutter.com/IALT and click "Join the Team" under our banner
photo. Team members create a donation page for IALT and share
their reasons why they love the land trust with friends and family.
Thank you super volunteers! (Photo by Seth Adams)
https://givebutter.com/ialt
COMMENT Nov 4: The recent Interior Trails Newsletter had a mention from the Delta Junction Trails
Association about the U.S. Army looking for recreation suggestions on its land. One thing people might
want to advocate for is switchback trails on one or both sides of Donnelly Dome. The current trails are
badly eroded and difficult to use. Also, a trail around the base of the dome (or at least on one side)
would all people to do a loop hike. Here's the story and contact info:
Oct 19: USAG Alaska is interested in knowing what improvements users would like to see on
Army-managed lands. For example, projects under consideration include expanding parking
capacity at Manchu Lake and improving the trail and interpretive information at Donnelly Dome.
Users are asked to send suggestions for management projects to this email: usarmy.wainwright.idpacific.mbx.fwa-isportsman@army.mil
SKARLAND & PEARL CREEK PARK TRAIL USERS
Samuel Dashevsky
Congrats to Stan Justice for working the system to keep Skaarland Trail’s narrow pathway intact along
Ballaine Rd across from Yankovich!
I saw him by the roadside huddled over blueprints last week with an engineer looking at the
electrical obstruction that had been built.
Now we see the installer back on site working overtime doing dirt work and they have ripped out
their installation and repositioned it to the east side of the Pedestrian pathway.
Skaarland trail access and the connection between Pearl Creek and UAF trails is already
impinged, but if this installation had stayed as 1st built it would have been severed.
Way to go Stan! Thank you for championing our neighborhood trails on the many fronts where you
are active .

INTERIORWIDE LINKS
•

Troopers investigating vandalism at newly opened trail in Delta Junction: https://tinyurl.com/csc5ukd8
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STATEWIDE
STATE HUNTER ACCESS PROGRAM APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
APPLY Applications for the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game Hunter Access Program will be available starting
December 1.
The 2022 program schedule is now posted on the
website (https://tinyurl.com/3hecnsny). Anyone interested in
applying should review the updated FAQ’s and criteria as
you think about project ideas. Please contact ADF&G with
questions. Contact information is on the website.
2022 Program Schedule
• December 1, 2021: Applications available online,
application period opens
• February 8, 2022: Proposals received prior to midnight ADT will receive a courtesy administrative
review
• March 1, 2022: Application due date, application period closes
• September 2022: Applicants that have been selected for award are notified
• January 2023: Award and grant agreements are finalized, signed, and implemented
Grants from this program do not necessarily go toward trails, but they often do. Trail projects from this
project benefit all trail users. To see example projects use the “Completed Projects” or “Project Map” on the
main page (https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=hunteraccess.main).

Photos of Byers Lake bridge from Hunter Access Grant Program webpage

APPLICATIONS DUE ON DEC 31 FOR MOTORIZED RTP GRANTS
If you are applying for a Recreational Trails Program grant, remember that the application deadline is at the
end of December.
Mandatory public notices were to have been posted by
November 30.
Only applications for Motorized and Safety and
Education projects are being accepted this time around. The
program requires a balance of non-motorized, motorized,
and mixed projects. The state is a little out of balance
regarding that. However, trails built or maintained under
Motorized are almost always open to non-motorized users,
too. It's just that the primary intent must be for motorized users. Maximum grant amount for Motorized
projects is $300,000 and requires a 10% match.
Deadlines for this round of RTP grants are as follows:
• December 31, 2021: Application due date. All applications must be received electronically or
postmarked by this date.
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The RTP is the single largest funding source for trails in Alaska. For more information visit the
division’s website at http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/trails.htm
The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation administers Alaska's Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) RTP grant program. The division offers competitive, reimbursable, matching trail
grants for maintaining public recreational trails and related facilities, and for safety and educational projects.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the application process, please send emails to
Parks.RTPGrantApp@alaska.gov

SUPPORT PARKS AS PART OF YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

BUY A PASS The holiday shopping season is here. You can use it to encourage people to get outside AND
support some of our greatest recreational assets. Buy a pass for yourself or someone else.
• Alaska State Parks annual pass: Support state parks during a time of tight state
budgets. Buy a day-use pass and your parking is paid for when you park at a state
parks trailhead that requires a fee. Passes are good for the calendar year. Annual
boat launch passes are also available: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/passes (Passes
are also available to purchase in person. See the webpage for available locations.
• National Park Service annual passes: The park service offers general passes. It also has a
variety of other discounted or free passes for seniors, fourth-graders, people with disabilities,
some volunteers, and members of the military: https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm

VIRTUAL RACE ACROSS ALASKA BENEFITS YOU AND ALASKA TRAILS

ENTER/DONATE The Race Across Alaska Winter Challenge, a multi-sport challenge, is a great way to get
outside while challenging yourself to stay happy and healthy during winter. And you’ll be helping our cause
to help build and maintain some of the best trails in the world!
Here’s how it works. You can run, walk, fatbike, indoor bike, XC ski or swim (heck, even pogo
stick!). You can choose from six different virtual distances – from 125 miles, 1.4 miles a day, to 2,000 miles,
which is a whopping 22.3 miles per day. New this year is a 5-person relay of 2,000 miles which is the
distance from Ketchikan to Deadhorse. Now that’s a challenge. The goal is to log as many miles as you can
over the three months of winter to get (virtually) from
location A to B:
• 125 miles = Anchorage to Seward, AK, that's
1.4miles/day
• 225 miles = Anchorage to Homer, AK, that's
2.5miles/day
• 350 miles = Anchorage to Fairbanks, AK, that's
3.9miles/day
• 850 miles = Anchorage to Deadhorse, AK,
that's 9.5miles/day
• 2,000 miles = Ketchikan to Deadhorse, AK,
that's 22.3miles/day
You will have the ability to log your miles, track your progress, collect virtual badges, so how you rank up to
others on the leader board daily. You ca invite other to this challenge to help you to stay motivated all
winter long.

INTERIOR TRAILS NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2021

7
Online registration began November 25 and the virtual race starts on Winter Solstice – December
21. See the website for more details: www.raawc.com/Race/AK/Anchorage/AlaskaChallenge
RAAWC is a fundraiser for the Alaska Long Trail project. For every racer that participates, $10 will
be donated to Alaska Trails PLUS racers can donate additional funds to support the development of The
Alaska Long Trail. Last year nearly $20,000 was donated through participation and donations – and that
was the first year of the RAAWC. Alaska Trails is very grateful for the financial support from the race, but
also the boost it gives to the community by inspiring an active, healthy lifestyle.
The official race cannon will be fired at the Zoom Kickoff Party on December 21 at 4:30pm AKS
(8:30pm EST). Join the Facebook group to hear about pop-up Zoom and/or Zwift FREE workouts along
with facebook live videos: https://www.facebook.com/groups/824863588292365

GET OUT ON THE TRAILS TO RECREATE BUT DO SO RESPONSIBLY
Are you in the know for snow? At the start of the pandemic in the United States, the #RecreateResponsibly
campaign became the go-to resource for how to get outside responsibly. As seasons change, so do our
practices to stay safe outside and to protect the places we play.
Winter is a beautiful time, but
with the new season comes new
challenges and safety considerations
to take into account. The winter
environment changes quickly and
access points may be more limited. We
want everyone to be able to enjoy this
incredible time of year, and we want
you to stay safe while doing it. Check
out these tips to gauge your winter
safety awareness, and do your
research to #RecreateResponsibly this season.
• Know Before You Go – Some areas can become dangerous with winter conditions. Research your
destination, as roads and facilities may be closed in winter.
• Practice Physical Distancing – Be prepared to cover your nose and mouth. When possible, opt to
eat and rest outside. If you feel sick, stay home.
• Plan Ahead – Check local conditions and prepare for the elements, packing extra layers,
waterproof clothing, and avalanche safety gear for the backcountry.
• Play It Safe – Know your limits and your gear. Slow down and choose lower-risk activities to
reduce your risk of injury.
• Explore Locally – Consider exploring locally, as driving and parking may be more challenging in
winter. If you travel, be mindful of your impact on Native and local communities.
• Leave No Trace – Did you know that the snow is our water supply? Keep our winter playgrounds
clean. Pack out any human or pet waste. Be respectful of the land.
• Build an Inclusive Outdoors – Everyone deserves to experience a winter wonderland. Be an active
part of making the outdoors safe, accessible, and welcoming for all identities and abilities.
For more information, including how to spread the message, see: https://tinyurl.com/y6zlryc3

From Winter Wildlands Alliance
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MORE STATEWIDE TRAIL NEWS IN ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
Most of the news in the Interior Trails Newsletter is also included in the monthly Alaska
Trails newsletter, a statewide newsletter put out by the group Alaska Trails. The Alaska
Trails newsletter also has news from other regions of Alaska, including Southcentral and
Southeast. If you are interested in getting the Alaska Trails newsletter, which is also free,
send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com. Please include “Request Alaska Trails newsletter”
in the subject line. Eric Troyer, editor and publisher of the ITN, is also the editor of the
Alaska Trails newsletter.

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES

ANCHORAGE PARK FOUNDATION
November 8: Many thanks to Alaska's Congressional Delegation for
supporting the bipartisan infrastructure bill - which means more funding for
trails, biking and pedestrian projects.
Check out this post from our friends at Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
(https://tinyurl.com/bk9dk9dt), and join us in support of the still-inCongress #BuildBackBetter Act, which will also help improve our ACTIVE transportation future.

STATEWIDE LINKS
•

Snowmachine Trail Program grooming awards for 2021-2022 season: https://tinyurl.com/fzj5dxs

SLIGHTLY OFF TRAIL
• Outdoor Explorer
o Trip planning and risk analysis in Alaska with Luc Mehl: https://tinyurl.com/a6e77dc

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE
ADVOCATE FOR TRAIL PRIORITIES IN BUILD BACK BETTER ACT
ADVOCATE With the House of Representatives advancing the Build Back Better Act, Congress is one step
closer to passing historic reconciliation legislation that would provide hundreds of millions of dollars for
trails, parks, natural climate solutions, and expanded corps programs to address trail and public lands
maintenance needs. The American Hiking Society has been advocating all year for these critical programs,
sending multiple letters to Congress, activating the hiking community, and meeting with congressional
offices to ensure your voice is heard. The time is now to make your voice heard to ensure these critical
investments are included in the final bill.
The American Hiking Society has an easy sign-on letter for you to add your name. (You can
personalize it, too.) These provisions would benefit all trail users, not just hikers. Add your name here:
https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/include-hiker-priorities-in-the-build-back-better-act/

From Paperless Trail, the American Hiking Society newsletter
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APPLY NOW FOR THE 2022 ALTERNATIVE BREAK SCHOLARSHIP

APPLY American Hiking Society’s Alternative Breaks are volunteer trail stewardship projects in America’s
parks and forests designed specifically for college
student groups and young professionals during
their spring breaks.
AHS has two scholarships available for
college student groups to participate in a weeklong service trip that provides leadership training,
team-building opportunities, outdoor skills
instruction from leaders in the field, and critical conservation work to a park or forest in need. The
Alternative Break Scholarship is need-based. All are encouraged to apply, but priority will be given to
students that have historically faced barriers to accessing outdoor programing.
Apply here: https://tinyurl.com/dnfmut8

AMERICAN TRAILS CREATES HUB FOR ACCESSIBLE TRAILS
The demand for outdoor recreation on federal lands has increased dramatically over the last 30-years, and
it is expected to continue to rise. The COVID-19 pandemic has brought this into dramatic focus, as trails
and public land use across the country are seeing 200-400% increases by Americans seeking the respite
and well-being that outdoor recreation can provide. Yet, for a multitude of complex reasons, the majority of
Americans—including persons with disabilities—still do not participate in outdoor recreation.
Access for people with
disabilities is often perceived as a
secondary consideration to other,
more pressing needs. One of the
underlying issues here is that many
people (not just federal land
managers) tend to "pigeon hole" the
access issue as simply another
special need of yet another minor constituency. For accessibility to receive a higher share of the resources
that are available, resource allocators need to recognize that accessibility is an issue that does or will affect
everyone. While it is true that the federal land management agencies have been expected to do more with
less in recent years, it is also true that accessibility for persons with disabilities can be advanced in ways
that compliment and augment other efforts to better serve ALL Americans who recreate on public lands.
To help with this issue American Trails has created a Trail Accessibility Hub:
www.americantrails.org/resources/accessibility-hug

From American Trails website

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
• For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American
Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter
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VOLUNTEER
• ConservationVIP News (Nov): https://tinyurl.com/yyfusuwz
FUNDING
• National Forest Foundation awards (deadline Jan 13): http://tinyurl.com/px7y6ke
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, next deadline Dec 15): https://yamahaoai.com/
OTHER NATIONAL LINKS:
• Favorite Nordic Centers in the Pacific NW: https://tinyurl.com/h5hhzuzc
• National Recreation Trails Photo Contest (deadline December 15): https://lnkd.in/gVJ9WfPw
• Coalition for Recreational Trails 2021 Achievement Awards: https://tinyurl.com/2p8uyxmd
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
• 2021 American Trails Costume Contest Results!: https://tinyurl.com/3hzr8be8
• 'Nimblewill Nomad,' 83, is the oldest to hike the Appalachian Trail: https://tinyurl.com/faccthyw
• American Trails’ 2021 Holiday Gift Guide for Outdoor Lovers: https://tinyurl.com/y9m5jyna

Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.
DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am a board member of the Interior Trails
Preservation Coalition, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails and editor of its newsletter.
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