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MEETING TO ALLOW FEEDBACK ON FAIRBANKS TRAILS PLAN UPDATE

GIVE FEEDBACK The Fairbanks Borough is continuing work on the Fairbanks Comprehensive
Recreational Trails Plan update. Below is a message regarding the work. One meeting was already held in
late September. However, there is still a meeting set for Monday, October 25, starting at 6 p.m.

THANK YOU to those who have provided comments already! Though the survey and interactive map
comment periods have closed, there are more opportunities for input coming up. The planning team is
now turning trail user ideas into preliminary recommendations. Next, they will present maps of the
recommended trail routes for public review (check website closer to the meeting dates). Your feedback
will be critical. Mark your calendar for these two Trails Advisory Commission meetings (via Zoom) to
review and provide feedback on the recommended trail corridors.

Find out more about the update at: www.fnsbtrailsplan.com

INCIDENTAL “MIGRATION” OF LOCAL TRAILS CAUSES PROBLEMS

A couple of local trails are starting to make
small migrations from their regular routes.
These changes can harm trees and widen
trails unneccesarily. Please proceed with
care.

Both Secret Trail, in Skyline Ridge
Park, and Cranberry Trail, on the ridge above
the Vallata, are having this problem. First a
trail is established that goes around trees.
Then people start walking around the other
side of the tree. This happens for a couple of
reasons. As trails get more packed down with
use, the roots become more pronounced and
make for more difficult footing or biking. On
sidehills, trails tend to migrate downhill, which -
also leads to people taking a “shortcut” by going below a tree or two. This has happened on sections of the
Skarland Trail that haven’t been benchcut.

These trail changes are usually not done with a lot of thought and can cause problems. While
moving a trail to another side of a tree to avoid pronounced roots can temporarily make for better footing,
eventually the roots become pronounced on the other side of the tree as well. Then the footing is just as
difficult on both sides of the tree. Unfortunately, this unduly stresses the trees and can cause them to die
sooner than they would have. It also makes for a wider trail.

LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
A'lot of information about trails in interior Alaska exists, but it's often hard to find. Here is a collection of

trail-related resources: https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/. (If you find any broken links or other
problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)




Trails that migrate downhill in one portion only usually make another portion of the trail steeper as it
regains its original route. In a worst-case scenario, a trail could move out of it's legal easement.

Occasionallly, a trail moves for a good reason. The original layout of the trail may not be the best.
For example, bikers might reroute around a too-tight space between trees or skiers might need a wider
turn. Such changes, though, should be done only if truly needed.

Some trail stewards have placed logs or brush across the trail on one side of the tree to guide trail
users to the other side. Please leave these in place unless you have a really good reason to make the
change. If you see that the log has been replaced on your return, consider leaving a note (in a plastic bag)
with your name and contact information so that you can talk to the person who is making the change. A civil
discussion can often clear up disagreements. If you are not comfortable leaving your name and contact
info, at least leave a note explaining your reasoning. Both have worked in the past.

Please be mindful of how you are using the trails. Keep in mind that your actions affect others,
including the plants and animals that make up the are you are moving through. And remember that while

you are just one person, you are one of many and the many can have a great impact.
Photo by Eric Troyer of a braided part of Secret Trail with a log on one side to guide users to the other side of the tree.

ADVOCACY NEEDED FOR RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM

ADVOCATE The Senate bipartisan infrastructure bill left the Recreational Trails Program (RTP) completely
untouched, relegating it to stagnant funding once again. According to the recently released Federal
Highway Administration report, the nation’s trails community currently contributes $281 million in tax
revenue each year, yet for the last ten years the program has been held at flat funding of only $84 million.
From an equity and climate standpoint, the budget reconciliation represents an opportunity to invest in our
nation’s recreational trails for the first time in nearly a decade.

There is clear benefit to ensuring states and localities can access the funds needed to expand their
active trail networks, ensure outdoor recreation is a part of the clean energy transition, provide safe and
healthy outdoor spaces for all communities, and encourage greater carbon-free modes of transportation.
Several members of Congress have sent a letter asking that the reconciliation package include funding for
the RTP that brings it up to the $147 million per year included in the INVEST Act.

You can help. Send a copy of the letter to our federal representatives to let them know you support
fair and accurate funding of the RTP. You can print the letter and send it via snail mail or copy the content
and email it.

Letter: https://tinyurl.com/4z2m2h33

Contact information for our federal representatives can be found here:

e Rep. Don Young: https://donyoung.house.gov/contact/
e Sen. Dan Sullivan: https://www.sullivan.senate.gov/contact
e Sen. Lisa Murkowski: https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/contact

You can also add your name to the American Hiking Society sign-on letter. The AHS is advocating

for the whole RTP program, not just non-motorized trails: https://tinyurl.com/y6fey7ny
Mostly from an Coalition for Recreational Trails article

INCIDENT DRAWS ATTENTION TO HORSE INTERACTIONS ON TRAILS

The following was excerted from a post on the Fairbanks Area Hiking Club Facebook page earlier this
summer. It has useful information for any non-equestrian trail user who comes across horses while out on
the trail. (Note: The photo is from an Alaska Trails public service campaign several years ago; it did not
accompany the post.)
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After an event this evening at Chena flood plains | feel like | need to just educate a little. Maybe a few

5 } people will learn something and we can all have
better interactions on the trails.

When hiking, especially with our favorite K9s,
and you come across horses on the trail. Please just
step off but stay in sight. It's helpful if you talk to us
on the horses while you do that. We will let you know
if there is something special to do that will help our
| horses stay calm.

- 99% of my interactions with fellow hikers while |
am on horseback are amazing. Not everyone knows

== - what to do but everyone in the past has been
receptive to dlrectlons from us. | know no one wants any one of us 2 or 4 legged to be hurt.

What occurred tonight was extremely dangerous for us. My repeated attempts to try to calm the
situation were met with this individual with two (well behaved and leashed) dogs by them yelling at us
to move on.

We can’t move on when our horse is rearing and spinning (first time this has ever happened to us
to this extent in this scenerio). My 13 yr old daughter handled her big 1200 Ib horse very well.

A dog hiding in the woods is a predator to a horse and in their mind we are asking them to just walk
towards something that wants to kill it. Please excuse us and give us a minute to calm them down. It's
way easier when they can see your dog. For my horses they don't care if they are barking and jumping.
They are use to that. They just care that something is in the woods and it’s for sure going to kill them
right then and there.

Thank you everyone. Hope to see you on the trails this fall and in seasons to come with our pony’s.

In May | ran a story titled “TIPS ON HOW TO DEAL WITH HORSES YOU MEET ON TRAILS.” Itis on
page 4 of the newsletter, which can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/wt6kw59f

SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES
FAIRBANKS TRAIL USERS OPEN GROUP
Oct 1: Great opportunity here. Motorized trails are open to all users, so they benefit all trail users.

Shared from

Alaska Outdoor Alliance

Oct 1: Heads up motorized trail users: Grants up to $300,000 will be awarded in Alaska State
Parks' Recreational Trails Program (RTP) which provides
reimbursable, matching funds to develop and repair recreational
trails and trail-related facilities for non-motorized and motorized
off-highway trails. It's not the easiest grant to apply for but it is
lucrative since it offers a 90/10 match, meaning successful
applicants will be reimbursed up to 90% of project costs; as long
as you can come up with 10%. For 2022, only Motorized and i
Safety and Education projects will be accepted for consideration. Speaking from experlence it's
highly advisable to take the grant workshops coming up later this month.

Click the link to get all the details: http:/notice.alaska.qov/203948
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Sept 30: The September 27 meeting packet of the Fairbanks Borough Trails Advisory Commission has
some interesting letters attached. Three groups are applying for Recreational Trails Program grants for
trail improvements in the area. They are:

--FNSB Parks and Rec: Develop proper trailhead and parking area for Skyline Ridge trail system.
--Interior Alaska Trails & Parks Foundation: Build multi-use trails linking existing Tanana Valley State
Forest roads.

--Interior Alaska Land Trust: Construction of the Chinook Conservation Park ATV Trail.

The TAC is also advocating Fairbanks Borough Mayor Bryce Ward to include the following trail projects
in the 2020 Capital Improvement Program list.

--Trail-a-Year Program: Develop public access for the Borough trail system

--Equinox Marathon Trail completion

--Skyline Ridge trail system development

--Isberg Recreation Area Master Plan implementation

--Peede Road open space tract access development

You can see the entire meeting packet (letters are at the end) here:
https://tinyurl.com/hhwp3a9j

Sept 30: People who use trails north of Chena Hot Springs Road and south of Fort Knox Mine should
be aware of this situation as it may affect trails in that area.
https://tinyurl.com/eusn8vd4

Sept 30: The trails project for the Rosie Creek area of the Tanana Valley State Forest has been

; % completed! This project improved some of the old forestry
roads that are now used as motorized multi-use trails (but no
highway-size vehicles). It also added signage along the trails
to make it easier to navigate. As part of the project, a trailhead
was established. Find it at first pullout to the left after Mile 343
Parks Highway (just before its intersection with Old Nenana

’ =1 Highway). Thanks to the Interior Alaska Trails and Parks

Iaska D|V|S|on of Forestry for making this happen! (Photo by Geoff Orth)

Foundation and

ALASKA SKIJORING & PULK ASSOCIATION
Stan Justice
Sept 5: Great news - The 40 acre Joe Nava parcel has been purchased by The Conservation Fund to
be added to Creamers Refuge. This protects another section of the 19.8 Mile Loop just E of the golf
course. Now to get UA Lands to sell the very wet parcels N and E of the Fairgrounds.

FAIRBANKS AREA HIKING CLUB FAN PAGE
Sally Beth Guzman - Sept 18: So many thanks to everyone who made the boardwalk on
wickersham and Summit Trail happen !! Just alittle less hiking through three feet of mud
and letting the trail healll&d WL @ ©
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DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION
Shared from
Golden Valley Electric Assn.

Sept 23: Spotlight on a 2021 Goodgents grant recipient! In May, the
Delta Trails Association received a $5,000 Goodgents grant to support
il the completion of River Walk Park in Delta Junction, Alaska. These
| beautiful new trails are now available for public use!
Lo Thank you to every GVEA member who rounds up their electric

b|IIs each month to beneﬂt Intenor nonprofits!

The next deadline for nonprofits to apply for Good¢ents funding is October 31, 2021. Apply now at:
https://www.gvea.com/goodcents-program/

| September 11: Come out today for the grand opening of the River Walk Park Trails and
&= 1| experience the Story Walk event in progress with Cindy Lou Aillaud the author of the

@ featured book Recess at 20 below. Trails are located at the north end of the bio mass

= & burn area off the Richardson Hwy across from the airstrip in Delta.

“ Note: River Walk trails are on Trailforks: https://www.trailforks.com/trails/moose-

loop-463508/

FRIENDS OF CREAMER'S FIELD
Sept 27: Thank you to our wonderful board members who took some time this weekend to tidy up the
Boreal Forest Trail!

INTERIORWIDE LINKS

e ‘It's Really Fun! Delta Junction Celebrates Opening of New Trail: https://tinyurl.com/3s7c86xu
e 2021 Summer Trails Challenge in 36 hours: https://tinyurl.com/w5pue82p
e Colorado Creek Trail, Notice of Decision to Issue Easement: http:/notice.alaska.qov/203756

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL

e Fairbanks Area Forestry to burn hundreds of slash piles near Cripple Creek, Goldstream AK
subdivisions (these are also near some trails): https://tinyurl.com/xjbyxt6

e Mining company pulls back on Ester Dome mining exploration plan: https://tinyurl.com/4rfhdph9

STATEWIDE

SAVE THE DATE - LAND MANAGER FORUM COMING IN NOVEMBER

ATTEND Mark your calendar for the annual Alaska Trails Land Manager Forum on November 15.

, More details including agenda, speakers and whether it will be in-person or
virtual will be forthcoming. We are excited to bring land managers, trails groups, pro
trail builders and trail enthusiasts together to highlight the many successes we have
had and share what's worked and what hasn't. (You can view last years’ agenda
and some presentations here: https://www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-forum

Send any questions or ideas for the forum to Steve Cleary
(steve.cleary@alaska-trails.org).
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HEY, TAKE A HIKE. SERIOUSLY. IT’'S AN ALASKA TRAILS FUNDRAISER!

The past year and a half have been a great reminder

just how much trails mean to our community. A safe
place to escape, breathe, and connect with nature, T

trails are an invaluable recreational and economic ; ioheanc then s,

resource for Alaska. Great trails build great . T

communities, and your support allows us to build, a $100 are elgioe lor 2 prize
maintain, and advocate for great trails across Alaska. ! _—

Invest in the trails you love and join us for Take A ' ocs
Hike (Or Whatever You Like)! -

It's simple. From October 1-10, Take A
Hike—or bike or run or walk—and then make a donation to Alaska Trails. Donors who give over $100 will
be eligible for a prize drawing for REI goodies (Packs, coolers, and camp chairs, oh my!)

We need your help getting the word out about it. This event raised nearly $10,000 last year and we
are hoping to get even more donations this year. Share your photos on social media and encourage your
friends to participate. Find out more here: https://www.alaska-trails.org/take-a-hike

STATE SNOWMACHINE TRAIL GRANT APPLICATION PERIOD OPEN

APPLY The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DPOR) is accepting applications for the
Snowmachine Trail Grant Program for FY2022.

People interested in applying for a Snowmachine Trails Program grant should visit the program’s
website at http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/snowmotr.htm

Applications are due by October 22.

The Snowmachine Trails Program provides reimbursable grant funds for trail easement acquisition,
development and maintenance of trails and trail-related facilities for Snowmachine use. If you have any
questions or concerns regarding the application process, please email us at
parks. SNOWTRACapp@alaska.gov

OUTDOOR REC TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD SEEKS NEW MEMBERS

APPLY The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation is seeking multiple candidates to fill two (2) volunteer
positions, representing Motorized trail users, for the Outdoor Recreational Trails Advisory Board (ORTAB).
Applicants should have knowledge, experience, and interest in outdoor recreational activities and grant-
funded programs. This is a Commissioner-appointed position with a three-year term, and the board meets
a minimum of twice per year.

The primary role of the ORTAB is to assist in evaluating grant proposals for the Recreational Trails
Program (RTP) and Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). Since 2000, these programs have
invested over 30 million dollars in trail projects throughout the state, creating critical and sustainable
infrastructure while supporting private sector jobs throughout Alaska. Because ORTAB members carry a
wide array of trail and public land user experiences, they are occasionally asked for additional advice on
other outdoor recreation related subjects. Additional information regarding the ORTAB can be found at
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/misc/ortaboard.htm.

The last day to submit applications is November 30, 2021. For more information on applying see:
http://notice.alaska.qov/203835
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MORE STATEWIDE TRAIL NEWS IN ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER

Most of the news in the Interior Trails Newsletter is also included in the monthly Alaska
Trails newsletter, a statewide newsletter put out by the group Alaska Trails. The Alaska
Trails newsletter also has news from other regions of Alaska, including Southcentral and
Southeast. If you are interested in getting the Alaska Trails newsletter, which is also free,
send an email to foxtrails@gmail.com. Please include “Request Alaska Trails newsletter”
ALASKA in the subject line. Eric Troyer, editor and publisher of the ITN, is also the editor of the

TRAI LS Alaska Trails newsletter.
OUTDOOR RECREATION ECONOMY FOCUS OF CONFLUENCE

The 6th Annual Confluence — Summit on the Outdoor Recreation Economy —

(0“““[“([ returns this fall.

Confluence will be an online, virtual event held Oct. 26 - 28. Our theme
this year is Recover and Rebound. Presentations will be short and succinct to
maximize opportunities to hear your views and answer your questions, as we work

together to strengthen our businesses and communities. Our three main focal
points will be: Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) revisions, funding

opportunities for outdoor recreation, and active transportation infrastructure. Watch the Alaska Outdoor
Alliance page for more info: https://www.alaskaoutdooralliance.org/

SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES
ALASKA OUTDOOR ALLIANCE

TAKE SURVEY Sept 27: As thoughts turn to tuning up all that snow sports
gear, if you love playing in snow, tell us how we can make winter more
fun. Please take this 5-minute survey and share with fellow snow lovers to
| do the same. Comments will be factored into the revised Statewide

| Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan that will guide state outdoor

| recreation priorities and investments for the next 5 years. Click to take the
28 survey: https://forms.qgle/oAA71cVFhgnp7UBWA

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA

Sept 10: ? Did you know many of Alaska’s modern highways
were originally trails worn in by gold miners?

One of the most famous mining trails never became a
road- the Iditarod National Historic Trail. *s

Here’s a fun kids activity from BLM's Campbell Creek
Science Center to explore the trail and the history of it
€3 http://ow.ly/GufL50G70u8

9L earn more about how the trail, its mining history, and all the recreation opportunities it now
offers: http://ow.ly/UsDN50G7ou?

#&BLM Photo by Bob Wick
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Sept 3: More #BackyardtoBackcountry access than ever — if you've got the right tools!

Most of #YourPublicLands managed #BLMAlaska are remote with little or no road access, but
#OHVs provide access for recreationalists and hunters alike in some places.

#KnowBeforeYouGo

Use our interactive “Top BLM Motorized Recreational Opportunities”
experience for the most detailed trail reconnaissance available!

= Then, download our georeferenced PDF maps to take with you off

& grid.
- Get maps, contact info, trail conditions and advice from #BLMAlaska
#PublicLandsPro at https://www.blm.gov/alaska/recreation. Please remember to #Tread Lightly!

ALASKA STATE PARKS
Sept 14: We've been improving our OuterSpatial app...
&Download and check it out! https://www.outerspatial.com/
See if you can figure out how to share a photo in the app
Use the app to map yourself on a trail or to a PUC
Let us know how it goes!

STATEWIDE LINKS

e 10 Amazing Alaska Hikes Under 3 Miles: https://tinyurl.com/2twukpdz
e  Cross-country Travel Rex Trail Land Use Permit: http://notice.alaska.gov/203761

SLIGHTLY OFF TRAIL

e The Roof Of Alaska (Bjgrn Olson blog): www.mjolnirofbjorn.com/journal/2021/9/16/the-roof-of-alaska
o Fueled By Fire (Bjarn Olson blog): www.mjolnirofbjorn.com/journal/2021/9/16/fueled-by-fire

e Work on $55 million bridge on Denali Park Road could start next year: https:/tinyurl.com/2yubb8rp

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE

NATIONAL RECREATION TRAIL APPLICATIONS DUE SOON

APPLY Some applications for designating a trail as a National Recreation Trail are due by November 1.

For trails on private, city, county, or state land, or on federal land NOT
overseen by the Department of Agriculture, the designation process goes through the
U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI). Those applications are due on November 1 of
each year.

For trails on National Forests, National Grasslands, and National Recreation
Areas and associated lands, the designation process goes through the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Those may be submitted anytime, but must be submitted
by February 15 to be included in publicity with DOI designations each June.

For more information see: www.americantrails.org/national-recreation-trails/apply
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NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS

WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
e For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American
Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar

TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
e American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter

VOLUNTEER
e Wilderness Volunteers: https://www.wildernessvolunteers.org/
e ConservationVIP Community News (Sept): https://tinyurl.com/h3va6j8a

FUNDING

e IMBA Dig In Program (November application period): https://www.imba.com/digin

o National Forest Foundation awards (deadline Jan 13): http://tinyurl.com/px7y6ke

e Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVSs, next deadline Dec 15): https://yamahaoai.com/

OTHER NATIONAL LINKS:

Be Trail Kind - Trails Are Common Ground Initiative Launches: https:/tinyurl.com/4af29h8z

RTP - Workforce Development, Equity, and Climate Resiliency: https://tinyurl.com/3bcc852b
September 11th National Memorial Trail to Offer Interactive Map: https://tinyurl.com/b2uv6yus
Cross-Country Bike Trail Follows Rural Route, Makes Lasting Impact: https://tinyurl.com/yr734mj9
Apply for National Recreation Trail (NRT) Designation by November 1: https://tinyurl.com/wchv62bu
Bill Aimed at Completing Continental Divide Trail by 2028 Introduced: https://tinyurl.com/s88nfb27
7 Tips for Better Trail Etiquette for Mountain Bikers: https://tinyurl.com/yuwnpuuv

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
e Launching a Successful Civilian Climate Corps: https://tinyurl.com/4x5aa8vy

Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.

DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, | am a board member of the Interior Trails
Preservation Coalition, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails and editor of its newsletter.
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