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1 LINKS	TO	INTERIOR	TRAIL	INFORMATION	
A lot of information about trails in interior Alaska exists, but it’s often hard to find. Here is a collection of 
trail-related resources: https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/. (If you find any broken links or other 
problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)  
 

FEARS OF MINING ON ESTER DOME CAUSE LARGE OUTCRY 
A mineral prospecting project that includes Ester Dome has caused a community outcry.  
 Two companies, Millrock Resources of Canada and Felix Gold Alaska, are prospecting for 
minerals, especially gold, over 
more than 10,000 acres in the 
Fairbanks area. Millrock 
announced the prospecting in 
March, however, the news 
didn’t start to spread widely 
until after the Mental Health 
Trust Authority announced its 
intention to issue a mineral 
lease its land on Ester Dome to 
Felix Gold.  
 Once that news was 
released, opposition to large-
scale mining on Ester Dome 
grew quickly. The Mental 
Health Trust Authority is 
required to seek public 
comment before it makes its 
final decision. The authority reportedly got hundreds of comments with many being in opposition or at least 
expressing concern. A Facebook group “Mental Health Trust Mine Lease OPPOSITION Group” was quickly 
formed and has more than 400 members.  
 See a KUAC story about the controversy here: https://tinyurl.com/bf8nfbf6  
 People have expressed concerns about what a large-scale mine would do to both the recreational 
opportunities on Ester Dome, which has many trails, and residential areas scattered about the dome. 
Millrock and Felix Gold held a public open house in August to answer questions about the prospecting 
project. It was attended by a large and vocal group of people opposed to the project.  

See a Fairbanks Daily News-Mine story about the event here: https://tinyurl.com/wr4nwc7b  
 When Millrock announced its prospecting intentions in March, it said it was aware of and would 
protect trails. The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner did a story on the exploration. A spokesperson from Millrock 
told the News-Miner: “We may want to make new trails where we want to drill. We would be very careful not 
to damage existing trails and there may be opportunities for us to improve some trails if it made sense.” 

See News-Miner story here: https://tinyurl.com/3937dnse  
At the time, Millrock had put out a flyer stating “We want to hear your input and stay directly 

engaged with community members.” 
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Millrock can be contacted by emailing info@millrockresources.com or by calling its Fairbanks office 
at 907/328-2289.  

Millrock and Felix Gold have also acquired rights to explore in the Treasure Creek area north of 
Old Murphy Dome Road, which also has several trails. No large opposition is organizing against work in 
that area. In fact, one musher and business owner, Sven Haltmann of Arctic Winter Adventures, praised 
Millrock in a News-Miner opinion piece.  

“Mineral exploration has come to my backyard but with their continued transparency and open 
conversation, we are able to start northern lights viewing in a few weeks and co-exist,” Haltman wrote, “a 
scenario that I thought would end up in a courtroom, instead we’re cooperating and coexisting.” 

See Haltman’s full piece here: https://tinyurl.com/5z2ncsb9  
See an announcement by Millrock about both projects here: https://tinyurl.com/3b5uckjk  
Ester Dome has a long history of mining, but a large scale mine has not operated on the dome in 

many years. Since that time more residential areas have grown up and more people have started using the 
dome for recreation.  

Photo by Eric Troyer of Millrock and Felix Gold Open House at Ken Kunkel Community Center in Goldstream Valley.  
 
FAIRBANKS SUMMER TRAILS CHALLENGE ENDS THIS MONTH 
The Fairbanks Trails Challenge ends on September 30. 

The challenge, a popular event held twice a year by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and 
Recreation Department, is free for 
anyone who wants to participate. Just 
find the signs and photograph 
yourself with the sign in the 
background. Then share your “selfie” 
photo on Facebook, Twitter, or 
Instagram by typing “#FNSBtrails” in 
your post, OR post your picture on 
the FNSB Parks & Rec Facebook 
page, OR email your photos to 
trails@fnsb.gov.  

If you can prove you made it 
to at least 10 Summer Challenge 
Trails you will earn the elusive 
“Trailblazer Award” and be placed in 

a drawing for awesome prizes from our sponsors! Participants under the age of ten can find at least five 
signs to win the Junior Trailblazer Award, and seniors aged 60+ can find 5 to get win the Sourdough 
Trailblazer Award! To claim prizes, remember to register for the program and complete the trail checklist 
form. 

To help find the signs, download the Fairbanks Trail Challenge booklet at: 
https://tinyurl.com/4dxp7y6a  

Questions? Contact Bryant Wright at bwright@fnsb.us or 907-459-7401. For more info and how to 
register see: 

o Facebook Event: https://tinyurl.com/3ex8xccz  
o Trails Challenge webpage: https://tinyurl.com/4chnx2xx  
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ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR PROJECTS  
ORGANIZE A PROJECT As you start planning trail building and 
maintenance projects, remember that Alaska Trails has a mobile 
tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized trail groups 
in the Interior. The trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail 
tools including mcleods, pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If 
you would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth 
(gcorth@straydogs.us). 

 
INTERIORWIDE LINKS 
• Division of Forestry continues work on Rosie Creek trail system (FDNM): https://tinyurl.com/hyy7sz2x 
• Construction Report: An ADA-accessible path at Growden Park: https://tinyurl.com/yf9bmc47 
• Your Help Needed for Birch Hill Brushing: https://tinyurl.com/uxbkthxc 

	
STATEWIDE	

 
STILL HOLDING OUT HOPE FOR ALASKA LONG TRAIL FUNDING  
The future of funding for the Alaska Long Trail, which was vetoed by Gov. Mike Dunleavy, is uncertain. 
Alaska Trails is hopeful some or all of the $13.2 million will be restored in the current special session, which 
was called by Gov. Dunleavy on August 16. (Special sessions can last up to 30 days.)  

However, wrangling over the size of the Permanent Fund Dividend and other aspects of the state 
budget are dominating talks and threatening to derail the session. If a PFD/budget deal can be reached, an 
appropriations bill may be crafted and passed. We are doing what we can to make sure the long trail 
funding would be included in that bill. The governor would still have the opportunity to veto it and any other 
funding, however, he has expressed support for long trail funding in the past. We will let you know as soon 
as we learn anything.  
 
SAVE THE DATE - LAND MANAGER FORUM COMING IN NOVEMBER 
ATTEND Mark your calendar for the annual Alaska Trails Land Manager Forum on November 15.  

More details including agenda, speakers and whether it will be in-person 
or virtual will be forthcoming. We are excited to bring land managers, trails groups, 
pro trail builders and trail enthusiasts together to highlight the many successes we 
have had and share what’s worked and what hasn’t. (You can view last years’ 
agenda and some presentations here: https://www.alaska-trails.org/land-manager-
forum 

Send any questions or ideas for the forum to Steve Cleary (steve.cleary@alaska-trails.org).   
 
OUTDOOR RECREATION ECONOMY FOCUS OF CONFLUENCE 
The 6th Annual Confluence – Summit on the Outdoor Recreation Economy – returns this fall.  

Confluence will be an online, virtual event held Oct. 26 - 28. Our theme this year is Recover and 
Rebound. Presentations will be short and succinct to maximize opportunities to hear your views and 
answer your questions, as we work together to strengthen our businesses and communities. Our three 
main focal points will be: Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) revisions, funding 



 

INTERIOR TRAILS NEWSLETTER  
SEPTEMBER 2021 

4 

opportunities for outdoor recreation, and active transportation infrastructure. Watch the Alaska Outdoor 
Alliance page for more info: https://www.alaskaoutdooralliance.org/ 
 
MORE STATEWIDE TRAIL NEWS IN ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER 

Most of the news in the Interior Trails Newsletter is also included in the monthly Alaska 
Trails newsletter, a statewide newsletter put out by the group Alaska Trails. The Alaska 
Trails newsletter also has news from other regions of Alaska, including Southcentral and 
Southeast. If you are interested in getting the Alaska Trails newsletter, which is also free, 
send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com. Please include “Request Alaska Trails newsletter” 
in the subject line. Eric Troyer, editor and publisher of the ITN, is also the editor of the 
Alaska Trails newsletter.   

 
SEEN RECENTLY ON STATEWIDE FACEBOOK PAGES  
ALASKA OUTDOOR ALLIANCE 

Aug 16: Heads up: Masks now required to visit National Parks. Following the latest science and 
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and to promote staff and visitors’ 
safety, the NPS is requiring visitors, employees and contractors to wear a mask inside all NPS 
buildings and in crowded outdoor spaces, regardless of vaccination status or community transmission 
levels. www.nps.gov/aboutus/news/public-health-update.htm  

 
STATEWIDE LINKS 
 
SLIGHTLY OFF TRAIL 
• The Whale’s Tail, Denali National Park (Luc Mehl): https://tinyurl.com/43w8a3r4 
• Landslide prompts closure on Denali park road in Alaska: https://tinyurl.com/526xz5xn 
• Shallow Water Crossings (Wading): https://tinyurl.com/zx7s26nv 
• Andrea Kuuipo Abroad (travel blog with Alaska trail guides): https://andreakuuipoabroad.com/ 

	
NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE	

 
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE TRANSIT TO TRAILS ACT 
ACT On July 1, 2021, the House of Representatives passed the Transit to Trails Act as part of the INVEST 
In America Act to address transportation infrastructure. It's now critical for the Senate to include the Transit 
to Trails Act in their transportation and infrastructure legislation! 

Tell your Senator to Co-Sponsor the Transit to Trails Act (S.1461) and include the legislation in any 
transportation and infrastructure package! 

Underserved communities across the country don't have access to outdoor spaces. Transportation 
to our public lands and open spaces is one barrier that prevents many from accessing all the benefits trails 
and green spaces provide. Removing barriers and increasing access for urban and rural areas is critical. 
The Transit to Trails Act can provide a crucial transportation option to and from trails, public lands, and 
outdoor spaces. 

Click here to take action: https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/take-action/  
From American Hiking Society webpage 
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CREW REQUESTS BEING ACCEPTED FOR AHS VOLUNTEER PROJECTS  
The Volunteer Vacations program is designed to send you a crew of eager volunteers, ready to assist with 
your trail needs. Volunteer Vacations are week-long trail building/maintaining projects organized by 
American Hiking Society. Most projects are one-week or shorter in length, consist of 6-10 crew members, 
and involve trail maintenance and building tasks on hiking trails on public lands. 

Some land managers may consider hosting an Alternative Break Crew, in addition to a Volunteer 
Vacation. Alternative Breaks are volunteer trail stewardship projects designed specifically for college 
student groups and young professionals. Any government land management agency or nonprofit 
organization can request a crew. (non-profit organizations will need to be Alliance Members of AHS to 
host). 

Learn more about hosting a Volunteer Vacation and/or an Alternative Break crew. 
o Volunteer Vacations: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacations/host-information/ 
o Alternative Break: https://americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacations/alternative-break/host-

information/ 
From Paperless Trail, the American Hiking Society newsletter 

 
NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS 
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC. 
• For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American 

Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar  
 
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS 
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter 
 
VOLUNTEER 
• Conservation International newsletter (August): https://tinyurl.com/yz4bfrk 
• Wilderness Volunteers: https://www.wildernessvolunteers.org/ 
 
FUNDING 
• onX Access + Stewardship Grants (deadline Sept 19): https://tinyurl.com/3h4fss56 
• IMBA Dig In Program (November application period): https://www.imba.com/digin  
• Federal Highway Administration funding chart (has trails-related categories): http://tinyurl.com/zqz2m8p 
• Clif Bar Family Foundation grants (for groups, projects; ddline Oct 1): http://tinyurl.com/y5es3wjc 
• Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative (OHVs, next deadline Sept 30): https://yamahaoai.com/ 
 
OTHER NATIONAL LINKS: 
• Federal Recreational Trails Program Underfunded by $200M+ Per Year: https://tinyurl.com/fcphhk3r 
• 15 National Park Trails to Add to Your Bucket List: https://tinyurl.com/4au9ftub 
• Digging Into the Numbers Behind the Pandemic Trail Boom: https://tinyurl.com/nm796u9u 
• Teaching Kids to be Great Trail Stewards: https://tinyurl.com/b4juytvz 
• Why Don’t We See More People of Color on the Trails of Washington State?: 

https://tinyurl.com/cssd22ae 
• Autism Trail seeks to break down barriers to deep nature: https://tinyurl.com/udspufb4 
• Managing E-Bikes on Multi-Use Paths: https://tinyurl.com/ybzrvjfn 
• National Park Service requires masks indoors, on crowded trails: https://tinyurl.com/y9sp9mdz 
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• What the Great American Outdoors Act Means for the Hiking Community: https://tinyurl.com/2dw5mx5s 
 
INTERNATIONAL 
• The 10 Best Hiking Trails in Costa Rica: https://tinyurl.com/jvusa4h6 
 
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL 
• Is It Finally Time for the Backpack Tax?: https://tinyurl.com/awhah7p4 
• Walking Toward Peace: Veterans Healing on America’s Trails: https://tinyurl.com/zy66nyd2 
 
 
 
 
Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To 
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions 
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am a board member of the Interior Trails 
Preservation Coalition, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails and editor of its newsletter. 


