INTERIOR TRAILS NEWSLETTER
Dedicated to the preservation and maintenance of trails in interior Alaska

AUGUST 2021
BLM SEEKS COMMENT ON WHITE MOUNTAINS TRANSPORTATION PLAN
COMMENT, ATTEND MEETING The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is holding virtual public meetings
Aug. 4 and 5 and seeks public comment by
Aug. 20 on its proposals and associated
environmental assessment to manage travel
and transportation in the White Mountains
National Recreation Area and Steese
National Conservation Area.
“These new plans seek to increase
and improve access to public lands while
protecting resources and minimizing conflicts
among various users,” said acting Eastern
Interior Field Manager Tim Hammond. “Public
input has been essential throughout
development of these plans, and it remains
so now during our 30-day public comment period.”
The BLM’s travel and transportation management involves coordination with the public and local
partners to evaluate public access and travel activities on BLM-managed public lands. Travel management
planning addresses all forms of transportation, including travel by foot, skis, dogsled and bicycle, as well as
the numerous forms of motorized vehicles.
In developing the proposed plans, the BLM held a series of public open houses in 2019 and
evaluated natural resource management needs, road and trail design and conditions, and recreation and
non-recreation uses of roads and trails.
A virtual public meeting is scheduled for each of the two draft plans, and registration is required.
Direct meeting links are below and on the project web page.
• Aug. 4, 5:30-7:30p | White Mountains NRA | Register at http://ow.ly/XjKQ50FA5qh
• Aug. 5, 5:30-7:30p Steese NCA | Register at http://ow.ly/AphC50FzihB
Each meeting will be followed by an Alaska National Interest Conservation Lands Act (ANILCA) Section
810 subsistence hearing. Although each meeting focuses on a particular plan, questions are welcome
concerning both plans at either meeting.
The BLM encourages the public to provide comments, particularly concerning the adequacy and
accuracy of the proposed alternatives, the analysis of its respective management decisions, and any new
information that would help develop the final plan.
Comments must be received by Aug 20, 2021 and can be submitted:
• Online: https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/120326/510
• By email: BLM_AK_FD_TMP@blm.gov
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LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
A lot of information about trails in interior Alaska exists, but it’s often hard to find. Here is a collection of
trail-related resources: https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/. (If you find any broken links or other
problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)
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By fax: 907-474-2281
By mail: BLM Eastern Interior Field Office; Attn: Eric Yeager; 222 University Avenue; Fairbanks, AK
99709

From BLM press release and Facebook page

NEW ROSIE CREEK FORESTRY AREA TRAILHEAD CAUSES CONCERNS

A new trailhead for Rosie Creek forestry area trails is causing some concerns because the area for the
trailhead has been used as an informal
shooting area.
As part of an effort to develop the Rosie
Creek area of the Tanana Valley State Forest
into a recreational trails area, a wide flat area
under a powerline is being turned into a
parking area and trailhead. The area, just off
the Parks Highway across from its upper
intersection with the Old Nenana Highway, has
been used for years as an informal shooting
area. However, that was chosen as the best
spot for a trailhead.
The Alaska Division of Forestry is working with the Interior Alaska Trails and Parks Foundation to
create the trailhead, as well as installing directional signs so that people can better use the area. No new
trails are currently being built, but no forest harvesting is planned for at least three decades, so forestry
roads in the area are being used as trails. A trailhead is needed and the area selected was determined to
be the best spot because it is high (not swampy), has easy access (just off the Parks Highway), and was
already cleared (reducing construction costs).
However, that area has been used for years as an informal shooting area. Some people believe
the area is a poor area for shooting because of its high elevation, lack of sufficient backstops, and proximity
to the Parks Highway, but informal shooting areas arise out of convenience not safety standards.
"No Shooting" and "No Dumping" signs have been posted in the area. A new trailhead sign will be
installed. The project also includes the removal of abandoned vehicles and regrading of the parking area.
Despite the efforts, patterns of behavior take some time to change. Please feel free to use the new
trailhead, but also take precautions. If you see people shooting in the area, please let them know politely
that things have changed. Also, if you are returning from a trail outing and hear shooting, please consider
taking Rosie Creek forestry road all the way out to the Parks Highway and then using the highway to
access the parking area. This should avoid any dangerous conflicts with shooters.
This Google Maps marker shows where the Rosie Creek forestry road intersects the Parks
Highway: https://goo.gl/maps/8nGU3LVEnpiYUKzDA
Also, Trail Forks has the parking area marked as well as the trail/roads in the area. You can refer
to the maps on the Trail Forks website or get the Trail Forks app: https://www.trailforks.com/

Geoffrey Orth photo: “No Shooting” signs at new Rosie Creek trailhead.

ESTER DOME MINE PROPOSAL WORRIES TRAIL ADVOCATES, OTHERS

A proposal that might lead to large-scale mining on Ester Dome has been getting a lot of attention.
Among other things, a large-scale mine could have a large impact on Ester Dome trails, including
the Equinox Marathon Trail.
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Blogger Dermot Cole first reported that the “Alaska Mental Health Lands Trust plans to lease more
than 10,000 acres near Fairbanks at Ester Dome and Cleary Summit for hardrock mining exploration by an
Australian company."
Citizens had until July 30 to send comments the trust at mhtlo@alaska.gov. Many people reported
sending in comments. An informal poll shows that a vast majority were opposed to the proposed lease. A
few were in support. And some wanted more information. A unscientific poll by the Fairbanks Daily NewsMiner on the proposed lease (https://tinyurl.com/4rypkkjf) recently showed 79.5% opposed, 14.1% in
support, and 6.4% needing more information.
As of this time, there are no other known formal opportunities to comment. More will be reported as
this develops.
The trust is a state corporation created to fund mental health programs. The main way it serves its
mission is through administration of one million acres of land given to it in 1994. To find out more about the
trust see: https://alaskamentalhealthtrust.org/about/
Mining and trail use have a long history on Ester Dome, often intertwined. The largest mine on the
dome, Ryan Lode, lies just off Henderson Road. It has not been operated in for many years.
To find out more about the proposal, see these stories:
• KUAC: https://tinyurl.com/bf8nfbf6
• Dermot Cole first blog post: https://tinyurl.com/x8npftfc
• Dermot Cole second blog post: https://tinyurl.com/d9jthefr

CHALLENGE OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES TO FIND TRAILS IN INTERIOR

The Fairbanks Summer Trails Challenge is live with
most of the 20 signs up and ready to find all over the
borough!
As of July 30 the Facebook event still had this
notice: “Signs 17, 18, 20 have not yet been installed.
Wait for updates if you want to go when there is a sign
to find!”
Borough staff is working to get these posted
and the borough will update once all signs are up.
Also, these notes were included in a July 12
Facebook post:
• The “Peninsula Loop” is actually the “River Loop” in the River Park.
• We will replace the Circle Fairbanks Trail with the Wickersham Creek Trail. It has not been
installed.
New for this year, the borough has added a "Sourdough Trailblazer" category. To join that category
you need to be 60 and older and find at least five signs.
This event, put on by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and Recreation Department, is an
all-ages, all-abilities, outdoor scavenger hunt. The challenge is designed to get you out with your friends
and family to explore our wonderful local trails, both new and familiar.
Anyone is allowed to participate in the search. When you find a sign, prove you made it by taking a
“selfie” photo with the sign and posting it on social media with the hashtag “#FNSBTrails” or email your
photo to trails@fnsb.us. And of course, leave the sign to be found by the next trail challenge participant.
Participants who find at least ten signs during the event can win prizes from local sponsors and the
coveted Trailblazer Award. Participants under the age of ten can find at least five signs to win the Junior
Trailblazer Award! Whether you find one or find them all, challenge yourself to get outside and enjoy
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nature!

To find a list of signs and more about the event see: https://tinyurl.com/2fszb8xu
Find the Trails Guide here: https://tinyurl.com/4dxp7y6a

HERE’S A CHALLENGE: GET DIRT ON A LEGISLATOR THIS SUMMER

GET A LEGISLATOR DIRTY During Great Outdoors Month, and all the way through July, trail enthusiasts
should take time to invite local and state elected officials to get on the trail
bandwagon.
In August, the legislature will be considering how to spend Alaska’s
$1 billion in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. Two proposals
introduced during regular session would invest in outdoor recreation jobs that
create economic opportunity. The proposals are complimentary. The
statewide civilian conservation corps (aka Trails Build Alaska), will help train
and create skilled trail workers. Those workers could be hired to help with the
other proposal, the Alaska Long Trail, which, when complete, would connect
Seward to Fairbanks with a 500-mile long trail.
Every vote in the legislature counts, so no matter where you live, invite legislators and/or their staff
to join you to walk a trail and talk about why trails are so important to you, your friends, family and
community. We have not yet met an Alaska legislator that does not recreate outdoors in some way.
Mountain bike advocates, be sure to provide a bike and helmet for your elected representatives and let
them experience the fun of an easy, local bike trail - unless they are already a known shredder! Legislators
might even be willing to get their hands dirty, in a publicity-friendly way, by joining with other volunteers to
help maintain or build trails, or at classic shovel-wielding ground-breaking or grand opening ceremonies.
Invite local newspaper and radio reporters to these occasions. If they can’t come, ask if they would accept
and publish your photos. If that sounds daunting at least post your images to websites and tag the legislator
in social media posts.
Funding for the statewide Trails Build Alaska and Long Trail, combined with approval of a Division
of Parks and Outdoor Recreation budget that beefs up outdoor recreation grant programs, would represent
the single largest investment in outdoor recreation in Alaska in decades. You can bet legislators will be
hearing from a multitude of constituents with ideas on how to spend the ARPA funds. Why not us?
Together, by keeping our needs on legislators’ radar in fun, meaningful and visible ways, we can make sure
that the CCC, Long Trail and State Parks budget requests win approval.

From Alaska Outdoor Alliance post

ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR PROJECTS
ORGANIZE A PROJECT As you start planning trail building and
maintenance projects, remember that Alaska Trails has a mobile
tool cache available in the Fairbanks area to loan to organized trail groups
in the Interior. The trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail
tools including mcleods, pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If
you would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey Orth
(gcorth@straydogs.us).
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SEEN RECENTLY ON INTERIOR FACEBOOK PAGES

BLM-WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA
July 29: The first miles of the Summit Trail, sometimes a muddy affair, will soon be easier
walking for hikers, thanks to boardwalk that a Student Conservation Association trail crew
is constructing this week. Thank you crew for your hard work!
BLM Alaska photo by Sophie Hamann.
ALASKA STATE PARKS

July 6: Sadly, we are seeing a rise in vandalism to our parks statewide
over the course of the year, beginning last summer.
This past week, at the beginning of the holiday weekend, Compeau’s
trailhead in the Northern Region was completely destroyed and the gate
post pulled out.
If you have any information regarding this act, please contact the
Northern Region Office in Fairbanks at 907-451-2695. Thank you.
(Webcenter Fairbanks did a story on the vandalism: https://tinyurl.com/zaexszbk)

BLM ALASKA FIRE SERVICE
July 9: We included one of these photos of the Alaska State Parks trail shelter cabin on the Angel
Rocks to Chena Hot Springs Trail in today’s
#MunsonCreekFire update on www.akfireinfo.com but we
liked it so much we thought we would share these on
Facebook, as well.
The shelter cabin survived the passing fire and is still
standing in an island of green surrounded by burned areas
on all sides. Firefighters cleared brush around the cabin
prior to the fire’s approach and this is a testament to the
Firewise work that was completed before the fire arrived.
While there also may have been some luck involved, this photo clearly demonstrates the value of
clearing brush and trees 🌲🌲🌲 from around your home and other structures to make them more
resistant to an encroaching wildfire 🔥.
We encourage home and cabin owners to do similar work around their homes, cabins and other
structures 🏠🏘🏡 . Clear trees and brush for 30 feet around structures and move all flammable items
away from structures to prevent ember showers from sparking a fire that could spread to a structure.
Don’t wait until a wildfire threatens your home or cabin; do it now while you have the time.
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - ALASKA
July 21: Try a #BLMAKGetAway to the Delta Wild and Scenic River for a #backyardtobackcountry
Alaska trip with nearly everything your outdoors heart could desire.
✔ Year-round access from Denali Highway.
✔ 62 miles long ✔ Watershed includes 150,000 acres of land, 160 miles of streams, and 21
lakes.
Whether you fish, hike, hunt, or boat these lands represent our way of life, a living link to the past
and our pledge to tomorrow. Oh – you can also ski, snowmachine and more.
👉 Info, other ideas & resources at https://www.blm.gov/alaska/recreation
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DELTA JUNCTION TRAILS ASSOCIATION
July 16: The Yukon Fire crew of 20 was busy hauling out brush and wood at the Liewer Community
Trail today. We thank you. Plus big thank you to Forestry for all you do to help keep Alaskans safe.
June 28: Bluff Cabin Trail parking improvements thanks to our membership, donations and generous
volunteer time and equipment. Thank you everyone!

INTERIORWIDE LINKS
SLIGHTLY OFF TRAIL
• Denali Delivers: https://tinyurl.com/4dhpra9t

STATEWIDE
ALASKA LONG TRAIL FUNDING VETOED BY GOVERNOR DUNLEAVY

Among other things with his vetoes, Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy axed $13.2 million for the Alaska Long
Trail when he issued his list of vetoed items in early July.
The Dunleavy administration had earlier supported funding for the trail, which has also had
bipartisan support in the Alaska Legislature. The veto was mentioned by Fairbanks Sen. Scott Kawasaki in
his legislative newsletter as well as in comments to the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner.
Unfortunately, it requires 45 of the 60 legislators to overturn any vetoes. Rep. Bart LeBon, also
from Fairbanks, told the News-Miner he didn’t there was enough support to “undo any of (Gov. Dunleavy’s)
spending plan reductions.”
Read the News-Miner story here: https://tinyurl.com/a4vs3rk3

MORE STATEWIDE TRAIL NEWS IN ALASKA TRAILS NEWSLETTER
Most of the news in the Interior Trails Newsletter is also included in the monthly Alaska
Trails newsletter, a statewide newsletter put out by the group Alaska Trails. The Alaska
Trails newsletter also has news from other regions of Alaska, including Southcentral and
Southeast. If you are interested in getting the Alaska Trails newsletter, which is also free,
send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com. Please include “Request Alaska Trails newsletter”
in the subject line. Eric Troyer, editor and publisher of the ITN, is also the editor of the
Alaska Trails newsletter.

STATEWIDE LINKS
SLIGHTLY OFF TRAIL
• Bike the Denali road? Yes. Bachelorette party in ANWR? Yes. This summer, it’s hard for Alaskans
to say no to anything (ADN): https://tinyurl.com/nzwcse5j
• Backpacking in the Arctic would be so much more delightful if it didn’t involve packing(ADN):
https://tinyurl.com/p5sf6xyj
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A hike gets tense when a dog runs out of sight — and ends with a sloppy kiss and a renewed
respect for nature (ADN): https://tinyurl.com/dnnmwnps

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE
ENCOURAGE SENATORS TO PASS ACT THAT WOULD SUPPORT TRAILS

LOBBY Earlier this month, the House of Representatives passed a transportation infrastructure bill (the
INVEST Act, HR 3684) that included priorities for the hiking community including the Transit to Trails Act,
the Outdoors for All Act, and reauthorizing and increasing support for the Recreational Trails Program. It’s
now up to the Senate to include these bills in their transportation infrastructure legislation. Read AHS’ letter
of support for these provisions and ask your Senator to co-sponsor and pass the Transit to Trails Act.
You can take action by lobbying Sens Murkowski and Sullivan to support the bill:
https://americanhiking.org/advocacy/take-action/

From Paperless Trail, the American Hiking Society newseltter

TRAIL BUILDING RESEARCH SURVEY SEEKS PARTICIPANTS

TAKE SURVEY You are invited to participate in a research study on trail use and trail building practices as
they relate to stewardship ideology, sense of place, and community identity. Researchers from the
University of Maryland are reaching out to folks with interest in trails—which is you of course. Your
participation will help them develop a more participatory and nuanced understanding of trails and trail work
in the United States and elsewhere. Participation involves completing a 15-minute long, anonymous survey.
Take the survey here: https://tinyurl.com/48nx79s6

From Paperless Trail, the American Hiking Society newseltter

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR COMMUNITIES THAT RELY ON OUTDOOR REC

APPLY FOR GRANTS Through the Travel, Tourism and Outdoor Recreation program, the U.S. Economic
Development Administration is focused on accelerating the recovery of communities that rely on the travel,
tourism and outdoor recreation sectors. $750 million of EDA’s American Rescue Plan funds are allocated to
support the following efforts:
• State Tourism Grants: $510 million in non-competitive awards to help states quickly invest in
marketing, infrastructure, workforce and other projects to rejuvenate safe leisure, business and
international travel.
• Competitive Grants: $240 million to help communities that have been hardest hit by challenges facing
the travel, tourism and outdoor recreation sectors to invest in infrastructure, workforce or other projects
to support the recovery of the industry and economic resilience of the community in the future.
To find out more see: https://eda.gov/arpa/travel-tourism/

PAST TRAILS WEBINARS NOW BEING OFFERED FOR FREE

American Trails is now offering all of its archived webinars (and any learning credits) in its Advancing Trails
Webinar Series for free and can be downloaded via its online store.
American Trails records all of its webinars, offers an unedited closed caption transcript, and
includes the resources slide with links provided by the presenter(s) relevant to the webinar topic. The
webinars also include learning credits, which are now also free, where offered.
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There are 120+ webinars on a variety of trail-related topics including advocacy, planning, building,
design, maintenance, management, funding, and more. Browse all of the webinars on the American Trails
website, where you can filter by date, title, category, and most viewed.
Webinar archives: https://www.americantrails.org/training/webinarArchive

From American Trails email

NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
• For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see the American
Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/training/calendar
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
• American Trails “Trail Tracks”: www.americantrails.org/newsletter
VOLUNTEER
• American Hiking Society: 2021 Volunteer Vacations: americanhiking.org/volunteer-vacation-trips/
• Donate to support Volunteer Vacations: https://tinyurl.com/4ppamw38
OTHER NATIONAL LINKS:
• 2020 Recreational Trails Program Annual Report: https://tinyurl.com/5f25hu9v
• Trail Riders Of Southern Arizona Put Trails On The Ground: https://tinyurl.com/ms6ezczw
• September 11th National Memorial Trail: https://tinyurl.com/ywvz7wje
• National Park Service: Hike Smart: https://www.nps.gov/articles/hiking-safety.htm
SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
• The Future of the Outdoor Recreation Economy - Headwaters Economics: https://tinyurl.com/3j7dst8s

Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong Alaskan and trail user. To
submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions
may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which this newsletter is excerpted.
DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am a board member of the Interior Trails
Preservation Coalition, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails and editor of its newsletter.
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