INTERIOR TRAILS NEWSLETTER
Dedicated to the preservation and maintenance of trails in interior Alaska

August 2019
SPECIAL STATE BUDGET REPORT
TRAIL PROGRAMS STILL CAUGHT IN STATE BUDGET WRANGLING
As of this newsletter deadline, the future of the state trail programs is still unclear.
At last report the three main state trail programs (Recreational Trails Program, Land and
Water Conservation Fund, and Snowmobile Trails Program) were in the Capital Budget, which
finally passed the state Legislature on Monday. However, Gov. Mike Dunleavy still may veto all
or portions of the capital budget. As of Monday, he said he was studying the budget that just
passed to determine what, if anything, he will veto. If you would like to advocate for one or all
of the trail programs, contact Gov. Dunleavy at: https://gov.alaska.gov/contact/
To read more about the budget passing the Legislature see his Associated Press story:
http://tinyurl.com/yxtyv7c9

INTERIORWIDE
BOROUGH TO BUILD PAVED PATH THROUGH GROWDEN AREA PARKS
The Fairbanks North Star
Borough Assembly recently
approved funding to help
make a new paved path
through Growden park
complex a reality.
The assembly voted 9-0 in
July to spend $87,800 for
match funding to secure a
$973,000 grant for the project.
“The 8-foot-wide, asphaltpaved, ADA accessible path
Alaska Transportation Alternatives Program (ATAP)
will run from the Chena
Riverfront Path through
Growden, Kiwanis, and Ringstad parks (Growden Complex) to Denali Elementary School and the
Ruth Burnett Fish Hatchery,” according to Brian Charlton, FNSB parks project coordinator. The
new nonmotorized, multi-use path will improve safety and access and provide an important
east-west transportation corridor for non-motorized travelers, Charlton wrote in an email.
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LINKS TO INTERIOR TRAIL INFORMATION
A lot of information about trails in interior Alaska exists, but it’s often hard to find. Here is a
collection of trail-related resources: https://www.interioralaskatrails.org/resources/. (If you
find any broken links or other problems please send an email to fbxtrails@gmail.com)

“The Growden Complex includes over 120 acres of parks and facilities that serve the entire
Fairbanks population and attracts thousands each year,” Charlton wrote. “The Borough is
working with community partners to rehabilitate these park facilities. This project provides the
backbone that ties these facilities and the surrounding area together with accessible routes
between important community attractions such as Pioneer Park, the Carlson Activity Center,
Growden Memorial Stadium, the Ruth Burnett Fish Hatchery, local parks, and surrounding
neighborhoods.”
The ordinance appropriating the funds can be seen here: http://tinyurl.com/yyxxczus

PLAN THAT WOULD AFFECT NORTH POLE TRAILS MOVING FORWARD
ADVOCATE The tentative adoption schedule for the Salcha-Badger Road Area Plan has been
released. While this plan is not trails-specific, it would affect land that has trails north of Peede
Road that have no legal protections.
A group is trying to save some of that land from being sold. The lots nominated for sale
are part of a larger area that is laced with trails and is used by a variety of motorized and nonmotorized trail users. There are several actions you can take, so if you use trails in that area,
please check out the website: http://peedetrails4all.org/
The schedule for adoption of the Salcha-Badger Road Area Plan is:
• August 22nd – FNSB Assembly first reading of resolution to adopt the plan (tentative)
• September 5th – FNSB Assembly work session (tentative)
• September 12th – FNSB Assembly public hearing (tentative)
To learn more about the plan see: http://salchabadgerplan.com/

INTERIOR FACEBOOK SITES CONTAIN LOTS OF TRAIL NEWS
ALASKA STATE PARKS FACEBOOK
July 28: The Northern Region trail crew is hard at work! Check out
this brand new 1 ½ miles of boardwalk on the Granite Tors Trail in
Chena River State Recreation Area. Thanks to the Recreational
Trails Program, the original 1983 boardwalk has been upgraded to
all weather wood. The project took three seasons to complete. A
final sweep will be made this winter to remove old boards. Way
to go Northern Region trail crew!
INTERIOR ALASKA LAND TRUST FACEBOOK
July 21: Thanks to the hard work of the REI Trails Day volunteers last month, the walking
trail along the historic Cripple Creek channel is ready for you to enjoy! To access: Park by
the Justa Store and walk (carefully) across Chena Ridge Road just west of the culvert. Look
for the brown sign. Upon reaching the powerline trail, just follow the pink tape. More foot
traffic = a well worn in trail. Look closely and you might find some exciting forest-dwellers!
FAIRBANKS AREA HIKING CLUB FAN PAGE
July 25: Chinook Conservation Trail along the historic Cripple Creek channel within the
Chena Flats Greenbelt(550 Acres) This trail, approximately 2.25 miles, opened last month as
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a conservation project to preserve open space here in Fairbanks, Alaska. It was a bit rough
in some areas but I can tell there has been quite of bit of work done to get the trail ready
for the community! Thankful for those trailblazers who put in all that work! We saw lots of
old moose poop and some fresh tracks.. Can’t say I enjoyed the mosquitos though having
forgotten the bug spray 😔
July 2: If you’re looking for a place to get out of town when the smoke gets bad, the Denali
Highway is a good choice. It was a bit hazy this past weekend, but not too bad. Here are
some fun trail opportunities:
—Tangle Ridge Hiking Trail: This starts at Tangle Lakes Campground and rises gently to the
ridge with 360-degree views of the area, including Lower Tangle Lake. Once on the ridge,
the trail stays high and basically ends at a gravelly part of one ridge. Someone has built a
spiral path out of rocks there. (Actually, two. There's a smaller one earlier on.) A trail
extends further and slowly peters out and splits up, but you can hike quite a ways on ridge
tops. This is a great hike for anyone, but especially for families with young kids. They'll love
the rock spiral! https://www.blm.gov/visit/tangle-lakes-foot-trail
--Maclaren Summit Trail: This is also an easy-to-hike ATV trail that extends just over 8 miles
to Sevenmile Lake. You can go all the way to the lake or just do an out-and-back as far as
you want. The trail passes several small lakes. We biked it on Sunday and saw just one other
pair of bikers on this section. We also saw lots of wildflowers and birds, including some
golden plovers! http://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/tlad/pdf/tlad9.pdf
—Landmark Gap Trail: Starts at Mile 24.6
Denali Highway. It’s an easy 3-mile hike on a
4WD trail. Little elevation gain or drop. Ends at
the southern end of gorgeous Landmark Gap
Lake, a great place to go fishing or wading.
(There is a side trail there, but please don’t
follow it as it leads to a sensitive archeological
area.) This is another great hike for families. It’s
open to motorized use, but on a beautiful
Saturday afternoon I met only one other
person, a woman walking her dog. http://www.alaska.org/detail/landmark-gap-trail-north
No really good sources of information for these trails. I’ve added a few (above). Also
check out this Fairbanks Cycling Club post, which shows how the Maclaren Summit and
Glacier Gap trails connect: http://tinyurl.com/y36w8ob5
NORDIC SKI CLUB OF FAIRBANKS
DONATE July 18: The Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks helps maintain the trails at Birch Hill in
summer (and winter). In the summer the ski club: Removes downed trees, repairs erosion
damage, brushes trail edges, maintains trail signs, helps the borough with rec area
improvements. The Borough Parks and Rec Department makes improvements and mows
the trails in August and September. Together we help keep the trails in great shape for
summer (and winter) use.
This maintenance isn’t free. Please consider a donation so that the ski club can continue
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helping to maintain the trails.If you’re ready to donate, just go to the NSCF home page
(www.nscfairbanks.org) and then to the “Support NSCF” dropdown menu. From there click
on “Birch Hill Trail Fund.”
Have a great summer on the Birch Hill trails!

FAIRBANKS BOROUGH TRAILS CHALLENGE RUNS THROUGH SEPT 30
How many trails can you explore this summer? Take the Fairbanks Trails Challenge!
Scattered around the Fairbanks North Star Borough Trails
System are 12 Fairbanks Trails
Challenge signs. Challenge yourself, your friends and family to
find as many as you can.
This year's Summer Challenge will take place from June 20 to
September 30 and is free for anyone who wants to participate.
Just find each sign, and photograph yourself with the sign in the
background. Then share your “selfie” photo on Facebook,
Twitter, or Instagram by typing “#FNSBtrails” in your post, OR post your picture on our FNSB
Parks & Rec Facebook page, OR email parks@fnsb.us your photos.
To help you find the signs, download the Fairbanks Trail Challenge booklet at:
http://tinyurl.com/yx9buqnm
If you can prove you made it to at least 10 Summer Challenge Trails you will earn the elusive
“Trailblazer Award” and be placed in a drawing for awesome prizes from our sponsors!
Questions? Contact Bryant Wright at bwright@fnsb.us or 907-459-7401.
For more info and how to register see:
• Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/334369447465250/
• Trails Challenge webpage: http://tinyurl.com/y3lq8rdn

OVER TIME FAIRBANKS AREA TRAIL CROSSINGS TO GET SIGNS
New trail crossing signs should start appearing on roads around in the Fairbanks North Star
Borough over the next few years. The editor of this newsletter recently noticed that no signs
marked the place where the Skarland/Equinox Marathon Trail crosses Yankovich Road near the
Large Animal Research Station. He contacted the state Department of Transportation and
Public Facilities. This was the reply from Caitlin Frye, the department’s northern region
information officer:
I heard back from our traffic and safety engineer and she said a plan to install a trail
crossing sign at that location is in the works. Our staff has been working with the
borough’s Trails Coordinator to identify trail crossings that warrant signing, and this is
one of the spots they identified in that process. As you likely know, our department has a
limited budget, so we are trying to install the signs as part of federally-funded
construction projects whenever possible. The sign on Yankovich will be installed while
the Yankovich/Miller Hill Reconstruction project is being constructed, which is currently
expected to occur in 2022. I know that’s a long way out, but these signs aren’t cheap to
install and we try to leverage federal funding whenever possible. It’s always a budget
4
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balance here, and anything more we take on with state funds means something else
doesn’t get done.

REC TRAILS PROGRAM GRANT OUTREACH DUE IN SEPTEMBER
Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s budget directed all Recreational Trail Program funding to state parks, but
the Legislature has so far directed about half the funding to community organizations. If the
Legislature’s mandate survives the budget process, then community organizations will be able
to apply for RTP funds. Therefore, the following notice is currently valid.
It’s time to get your Recreational Trails Program grant application started.
RTP grants provide reimbursable, matching funds to develop and repair recreational
trails and trail- related facilities for both non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses.
Grants are also available for trail-related environmental protection, safety, and educational
projects. The grants are administered through the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.
The timeline is below. Questions? Contact the State Trails Coordinator at (907) 269-8699.
• Applicants must begin public outreach on their proposed projects by September 15;
• Grant applications must be submitted by October 15.

INTERIORWIDE LINKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GVEA has requested modification to Northern Intertie easement including allow winter
access via the Rex and Cosna trails (comment deadline Aug 29):
http://notice.alaska.gov/194992
ATTEND Off-road vehicle park in works for Tanana Lakes: http://tinyurl.com/yyr9awse
o Info for News-Miner nonsubscribers: Fairbanks Offroad Lions Facebook page or call
Cory Bellows (378-8240).
‘Prindle personal trainers’ keep hikers motivated: http://tinyurl.com/y2ef38zt
Summer Trails Challenge done in one day: http://tinyurl.com/yxksv7hz
Foundation seeks path to better trails, parks: http://tinyurl.com/yxscnagx
Granite Tors Trail in Chena River Recreation Area reopens as Nugget Creek fire cools:
http://tinyurl.com/y3ljy5sc
New Denali Highway trails create a loop of spectacular scenery: http://tinyurl.com/y2qx4cuf

SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
• REI Fairbanks regularly has trail-related classes (some are free, some cost):
http://tinyurl.com/y5lk5hot

ALASKA TRAILS HAS TOOL TRAILER READY FOR PROJECTS
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As you start planning trail building and maintenance projects,
remember that Alaska Trails has a mobile tool cache available in the
Fairbanks area to loan to organized trail groups in the Interior. The
trailers were upgraded recently and have many trail tools
including mcleods, pulaskis, rakes, gloves, and much, much more. If
you would like to borrow one of the caches, please contact Geoffrey
Orth (gcorth@straydogs.us).

STATEWIDE
NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY TO BE CELEBRATED IN SEPTEMBER
At least one event will be held in celebration of National Public Lands Day. More are expected
to be listed as the day—held this year on Saturday, September 28—
comes nearer. The one event listed so far is the Alaska Trail Stewards
trail work party on the Middle Fork Trail. For more information on that
see: http://tinyurl.com/y4p9fz2g
National Public Lands Day is the nation’s largest, single-day volunteer events for public
lands, held annually on the fourth Saturday in September. NPLD brings together hundreds of
thousands of individuals and organizational volunteers to help restore America’s public lands.
This year marks the 25th NPLD. The event began in 1979. For more info see:
https://www.neefusa.org/npld

STATEWIDE LINKS
•

The 12 Best Bike Trails of 2019 for Summer Activities (includes Tony Knowles Coastal Trail):
http://tinyurl.com/y3x8arjm

SOUTHCENTRAL LINKS
• Popular trail on private land near Eagle River’s Mount Baldy closed to the public:
http://tinyurl.com/y6y6kdsf
• Downhill Mountain Biking in Alaska - (Hatcher Pass, video, 18 min):
http://tinyurl.com/yymf5aqa
• $36,500 in grants help Anchorage, Homer improve street safety:
http://tinyurl.com/y4bdeypl
• Government Hill residents seek connectedness, community through new trail:
http://tinyurl.com/y5onw7uw
• Which Parks (and trails) Are Open, And Which Remain Closed (on Kenai Peninsula):
http://tinyurl.com/y3tspwgk
• New singletrack bike trails come to Midtown Anchorage: http://tinyurl.com/yxqmx94s
• Alaska’s First Via Ferrata Opens at Tordrillo Mountain Lodge: http://tinyurl.com/y3zvqtug
• Outdoor Explorer radio show: Exploring Hatcher Pass: http://tinyurl.com/y67v9mht
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SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
• Early Birds Save the Most on Summit Registration; Confluence Comes to Talkeetna Sept. 25
– 27 (Aug 1 deadline): http://tinyurl.com/y6y4kwrv
o Top 5 Reasons to Get On the Road to the Confluence Summit in Talkeetna:
http://tinyurl.com/y3dx78ec
• Amendment 4 to the 2018-2021 STIP is open for Public Comment:
http://notice.alaska.gov/194950
• Summit snacks and dreams of lawn chairs lead to a women’s speed record in the Chugach
front range: http://tinyurl.com/y4yrmudo
• Lars Arneson slashes three hours from 12-peak Challenge speed record:
http://tinyurl.com/yyhgr6vn
• At Gunsight Mountain, a teen and a stepmom bond as they hike:
http://tinyurl.com/y6aqor3p
• The Alaska Statewide Active Transportation Plan (Bicycle and Pedestrian) has been updated
and adopted by the Department of Transportation: http://notice.alaska.gov/194803
• Mountain biking — try it, you might rock it: http://tinyurl.com/y452m9on
• Upstream Paddling with Helium: driB Creek, Alaska:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk_ABPj6K-Q
• Packraft Safety: How Do We Prepare for Rescue? Backcountry Ranger Monica Morin
Discusses Eight Important Factors to Consider: http://tinyurl.com/y5qvvfsh
• Woman dies trying to reach famed 'Into the Wild' bus: http://tinyurl.com/y3qm3uu7

NATIONWIDE/WORLDWIDE
NATIONWIDE / INTERNATIONAL LINKS
WEBINARS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, TRAINING, ETC.
• For a listing of upcoming trail webinars workshops, conferences, and other meetings, see
the American Trails calendar at: www.americantrails.org/Calendar.html
TRAILS-RELATED NEWSLETTERS
• American Trails news publications: http://www.americantrails.org/trailtracks/index.html
VOLUNTEERING
• American Hiking Society’s Volunteer Vacations: http://tinyurl.com/ydh95kp8
• Volunteer Stewardship Tools: www.americantrails.org/resources/volunteer-stewardshiptools
• American Trails
o Trail Ambassadors program for National Recreation Trails:
http://tinyurl.com/y5sgnukn
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o Volunteer Portal: www.americantrails.org/connect/volunteer
ADVOCACY
• Two Very Positive New Bill Introductions: Recreation Not Red-Tape & The Soar Act (includes
sign-on letter): http://tinyurl.com/y2v2gm6a
• 218 Organizations Call on Congress to Provide Robust FY20 Funding for Trails (House):
http://tinyurl.com/y6o983ng
• Keeping Momentum Alive for Recreation 2.0: http://tinyurl.com/yyf24thl
• Advocacy And Lobbying For 501 (C) (3) Organizations – Understand The Rules (written for
OHV groups, but applicable for any 501(c)(3) organizations): http://tinyurl.com/y5zjuffj
TRAIL GUIDES
• Take a break from the city with these 5 hiking spots within 50 miles of Louisville:
http://tinyurl.com/y2vwufwb
• 80+ Chicago area bike trails: Your guide for summer rides: http://tinyurl.com/y28bnk4l
• These Are 25 of the Best Running Trails in the U.S.: http://tinyurl.com/y3omxg6z
• The best trail running routes along the Front Range: http://tinyurl.com/y6d5848d
FUNDING
• Polaris T.R.A.I.L.S. grants (ATV trail projects; due March 1, Sept 1):
http://tinyurl.com/zcz8u7a
• Looking For OHV Grant Opportunities? – Check Out NOHVCC’s Grant Opportunities
Webpage: http://tinyurl.com/y6zvxfns
OTHER NATIONAL LINKS:
• Michigan national park is the first to allow visitors to use a powerful 'track chair' to
experience trails: http://tinyurl.com/yyqpoj6k
• Things you can do to prevent break-ins at trail heads: http://tinyurl.com/y4qzwd4o
• Volunteers Provide Interpretive Information Along Paiute Trail On National Trails Day:
http://tinyurl.com/y4sju4u6
• Mind the gap: Efforts aim to stitch together long trails in Pacific Northwest, getting hikers
off highway's edge: http://tinyurl.com/y6nzp4b2
• Design A Trail to Last 100 Years: http://tinyurl.com/y4xete2q
• Trails Fund and Insurance Program: http://tinyurl.com/y6r8gamx
• These Adaptive Hikers Want More Accessible Trails: http://tinyurl.com/y5fad626
• Hawaii Struggles To Maintain Its Worn-Out Hiking Trails: http://tinyurl.com/y57zga8p
• 2019 National Trails Day® Report: http://tinyurl.com/y4b4uxsc
• Now some of Maine's winter ski hubs will be year-round hiking and biking trails:
http://tinyurl.com/y5esq4ln
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SLIGHTLY OFF-TRAIL
• The 6 Flavors of PNW Trail Builders: http://tinyurl.com/y5lb75jl

Interior Trails Newsletter is a free monthly email newsletter written and distributed by Eric Troyer, a lifelong
Alaskan and trail user. To submit items, get on or off the mailing list, report problems, or anything else email Eric at
fbxtrails@gmail.com. Note: submissions may be also be used in the statewide Alaska Trails newsletter, from which
this newsletter is excerpted.
DISCLAIMER: Interior Trails Newsletter is not a product of any organization. However, I am a board member of the
Interior Trails Preservation Coalition, a member of several Interior trail user groups, and a member of Alaska Trails
and editor of its newsletter.
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